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of tlic Bible, :rnd tlie illstitation thus found 
lias bee11 talcell as a type of that discovered in 
other parts of the nrorlcl. Ag~laticdescent is 
one of the cliamcteristics of patriarchy, but 
it inay exist under states of society where the 
patriarchy does not exist ; aild to use the tern1 - patriarchy ' as synonymorls with ~rgiiatioil 
can hut lead to coufnsion. 'L'heu, h ~ -rtnnlogy, 
he uses tlle tern1 ' nintriarchy ' to signifj cle-
scent in tlie female line, :~nclthe coiif~~sionis 
still worse ; for, so far as n7el i 1 1 0 ~ .the mother 
is never tile ruler of the c.lni?, n here uterine 
tlescent is establisliecl. In  so~nec:~ies the 
ruler is the tulcle. The et) mology of tlie tei.111 

patriarchy,' and cristomaq- use. alilte imply 
chieftaincy. The terms ' agnntic descent ' and 

uterine descent ' have no false ilnplication, 
ant1 proper1~-expresi the facts. 

,J. IV. I'ow11.1.. 

veil supplied nritli stations; but in reality they are as 
yet much too far apart to fnrnisli satisfactory basis 
for studies of a detailed character. Even arorlnd 
Boston, where the greatest density of obserration is 
found, there is need of i~dditionalobserl-ers before 
the society should consider its list of stations sufi-
ciently extended;  and elsewhere in New England 
the showing now made lriust be consiclered only the 
I~eginningof what should he accoi~iplisliecla year or 
two hence. The b~~lletir ist,ates tliat all ua t ters  of 
observation sliould be addressed to Professor IViiislow. 
Upton, Providence, R.I. 

-The Rurcau of navigation of the navy dcpal t-
lneiit reports t11,tt a httndred arid forty-fi~e conipasse. 
n ~ i t htlie four-neeclle card ha^ e been issued to ships 
dming the past gear, and that they have given general 
satisfaction, the behavior of the improved compasses 
used by the Greely relief expedition in hi211 Iati tntle~ 

;\TO1%S AND -YEIF'S. 

TIILC New-England meteorological socicty. of 
mhicli brief nlentiori h:is been illade in earlier nuin-
bers, has now advanced far enough to issae for 
November the first nrinlber of its inoiithly bulletin. 
This sumrnarizer the re-ults of tliir ty-six stations, 
inostly rnaiiitai~iedby volunteer obscr\eis, comparing 
then1 with records of previous years 111 a tabular -

a coinpass testing-liouse are ilom in tlie possessioll 
of the b~lrea11,aiid a buildi~igmill be erectcd vvlie~~ 
the appropriation i~ made. I n  iem of the piobablc 
necessity of coi~ipcusatingtlie coiilpasses of these new 
vessels, a binllacle has been clcsigncd irl tlle burea~i  
for this purpose, and it will be placed in tlie Dolphin 
to be tcstcd. 

-Old residents of the California pcilins~tlaliavc 
~ioticedseveral varieties of bircls near tlie seacoast, 
tliat they have never before lcnorn to lexve the ino~ul-
tains. This is supposed to indicate a seT-crcl vi'inter, 
but tlie nligration is inore probi~hlydue to the pi,e-
miling scarcity of all kinds of seeds ill the: mountailis 
this season. 

~ ~ u ~ l l e r i c a ls ta tenie~~t ,and prcsentirig 11atac o l l e e ~ , i ~ i ~ ~ g  
precipitation, ant1 rcaiigc of tc~nperat~irc,i i i  :t sltel.cli-
map: the souther11half of mllicli is here reprodl~ced. 
Jleasures of rail1 and nleltetl silom are represeiited by 
b1:tclr circles, ~vliiletile mean daily range of temper-
ature is indicated by vertical lines. Scales for the 
reading of both are added in the margin. The sinall 
3izc of the rnap gives it the appearance of being fairly 

being especially conimendetl. This expedition gatli-
ered considerable data c.oiiceriiingthe variation of tlie 
compass in high latitudes; h u t , w i n g  to its speedy 
re t~i rn ,none were obtained concerning the illagiletic 
force aiid dip. Tlie data coiicerni~igcompass varia-
tions, collected by the departme~itduring the past year, 
are in course of preparation for publication. Profes-
sional paper KO. 17, entitled the 'Magnetism of iron 
and steel ships,' is in press; and No. 18. on 'Devia-
tionsof tlieconlpass in U. S. naval vessels,' is nearly 
ready. Prrparations liave beell made for a carefit! 
exaniination of the magnetic character of the new 
steel \-essels, and a compass station is to be estwb-
lislled in Narragansett Eav. The iiistriiinerits for 

--I coliiplcte ontlit, corisisting of 31angil1's 1)ru-
,jecl,ors, Qramnlc tlynan~os,Brotherl~oodcr~girlesand 
accessori~s,has been ordered for each of the new 
C. 6. cruisers for use as search-lights. The tlynamos 
and rotors arc to be mom~tetlon one bed-plate, tllc 
ongi~iesbeing col~liected directly. l'lie projectors 
\rill he fi~rnishedby Santter. Lemoiinier, & Co.. of 
Pa~.is,ancl tlie c~lrgirlesby Peter 13rotl1erhooclof LOII-
(loll. 

-The I;nire~,sityof Peli~isyl\~ailia11as rented onc 
of the tables a t  Dohrn's zo(ilogica1station, so that the 
United States is again represented at the Naplcs 
laboratory. 

--Under tlle title 'llicro-palaeophytologia forilia--
tionis carboiliferae,' Dr. l?. B. I;einscl~ of Erlangen 
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proposes to issue a work in two vol~rmcs, in ~vhich 
are described and figured nlany microscopic forms 
resembling the spores of higher cryptogams, but 
which the writer considers to be independent uni- 
cellular organislns. 'I'hey appear to have been very 
ahundant in the carboniferous period, when higher 
cryptogams were the prevailing vegetable type. Dr. 
Reinsch offers to furnish to purchasers of his work 
tli~plicatespecimens of some of the species described. 

- A  second edition of Dr. Lant  Carpe~lt~er's 'En-
ergy in ~ i a t t ~ r e  has just been published in England. ' 

-According to ,\;nture, the collections made by 
the polar traveller, Capt. Jacobsen, by order of the 
Berlin museum, on his American tour, are now on 
view at  the Royal ctliilographical nxuseun~ at  Berlin. 
That part of tlie collections which was obtained from 
Alaska territory consists of some four thousand ob- 
jccts, collecled among various Eslrimo tribes, and 
among the Ingalilr Indians living on the Yukon River. 
Jlost of the objects in quest,ion closely rcsemble those 
dat,ing froin the stone age, consisting principally of 
st,o~le,bone, horn, shell, or ~ o o d .  

-The Alkenc~eunt states that Consul O'Kicll has 
this year accon~plished two rernarlra.ble journeys in an 
~inlrno~vn In  tlle first he left portion of East Africa. 
the river Shire at  Chironzi, and wallted to  Blantgre, 

1 1eavi11g t . l~e BIa-Kalolo country on his left. I n  the 
-second he vallied to Guillimani, on the coast, from -

13lantgre, by a ronte leading south of Jfilanji, ~vhic11 
\> 	 will prove to be the nearest and most direct overland 

commnnicatioll with the coast. H e  took twelve hun- 
[Ired observations for longitude, which will help to 
fix a trustmortlly meridian in t11c interior, which has 
been rnucli ~vanletl. The account of these journeys 
~vil l  appear in the Proceedings of the Royal geograpli- 
ical society. 

-The International Paris exllibition of mannfac- 
tures and processes will be opened on July 28, ISST,, 
and closed on Sov. 23. The eshibition mill be held 
at tllc Palais de l'indnstrie, Champs EiysBes, under 
the patronage of the minist,er of comiuercc and thc 
lilinister of public works. 

-From Sn tu re  n e  learn tIiat the expedition of 
the German travellers, Dr. Clauss and Herr von den 
Steinen, who nndertooli to  in\estigate the trihtdaries 
on tlre tippcr right bank of the A m a ~ o n  and Singu 
Elvers, starting from Paraguay mld Cuyaba, have 
~uccessfnllg aceo~nplished this taslr. mld safely ar- 
i lred at  Para at the end of October. The Blazilian 
go~ernmerlt ,  and especially Fenllor Xatovi, the pre- 
icet of the p~or i l lce  of Matto Grosso, Iiave snpl)oltecl 
Ihi> scientific 11ndcrta1;ing in a praisenorthy inanner. 

-At a ~neetiriq of the Antl~ropological institnte of 
Ole,it Britain, heltl on Nov. 11, Mr. Franciq Galton 
tle~ciibecl the object, method, and appliances of the 
late anth~opometric laboratory at  lhe International 
heall11 e~ l~ ib i t i on ,  reserving the statistical results, 
nbich were not fully worhecl out, for another occa- 
5ior1. 9..:41 persons passed throng11 tlie laboratory, 
oach of them being measured in seventeen distinct 
particulars for tbc sum of threepence, in a cotnpart- 
inent only six feet wide and thirty-six feet long. So 

many applications have been nl;ttlc ahroatl and at 
home for duplicates of the il~strumenlal outfit, that 
it mas deemed advisable that  any suggested improrc- 
rnenls iri it should he consirlered brforc it became 
establisllcd in use. 

-Dr. Sientens of Berlin 11as oiyered the German 
gover~lmenta piece of land in C:harlol.tenberg wort11 
$100,000, for the building of a11 Institute of mechani- 
cal and physical science. Preliminaries are already 
being arranged by Dr. Porstcr and Professor Helm- 
holtz. 

-Bulletin Xo. 6 of the U. S. geological snrvey is 
' Elevatio~ls in the Dominion of Canada,' by J. W. 
Spencer, now a t  the university at  Columbia, No., 
lately of King's college, Windsor, Xova Scotia. 1)tlr-
ing his studies of Lake Ontario, Professor Spenccr 
collected the altitudes along all the Canaclian rail- 
roads constructed up to 1SS2; ant1 these are now 
pnblished in convenient form. The tables occupy 
thirty-three octavo pages, first arranged by railroads, 
follo~veti by a selected alphabcfical list. The  alti- 
tudcs are referred to l~learl ocean-level. 

--Professor Panli ts~hlio left Vienna on t,lle 30th of 

November for ea.stern Africa. T I C  proposes, in  c:rsc 

access to Harar sllonld be denied him, to explore sonic 

of the least-linown districts of souther11 Al~yssinia. 

-Peteriiacmn's niittheil~~ngclzlittblishes tlxe report, 

of an excursion into the Somal country by ,I. Nenges, 
one of the hunters employed by Carl Hagenbecli of 
Elamburg, the ~rell-ltriown dealer in vild aliin~als. 
The explorer succeeded in reaching the plateau sisty 
miles to tlle south of Bcrhera., where its altitude is 
fifty-one l~mldred feet. He was disappointed in the 
rnins of stone houses promised him on tlle coast; snc11 
remains of buildings as ho found being, to a11 appear- 
ance, due to the Galla, ~ v h o  formcrly inhabitetl this 
country. A valnable nlap acconipar~ies tho report. 

-Recent deaths: Dr. I,.Fitzinger, formerly keeper 
o f  the Vienna mnseurn, Sopt. 22 ; Dr. 'l'homas TYright. 
of Cheltenl~am, geologist, Sov. 17; Mr. It. A. God- 
win-Ansten, the geologist, Nov. 25, at, liis residcncc, 
Shalford Honsc, Gnilford, Eng. ; Alr. Ilenningcr, one 
of tlie editors of Scietzce el n n t u ~ e .  

-hTcitzi~e states tliat Admiral r o i l  Scllleinitx l1aa 
resigned the presidency of tlic 13erlin Gesellscl~aft 
fiir crdkunde, and has been replaced by Dr. W. Reiss, 
A t  the last meeting of this society it was stated tliat 
there are now four polar expeditions in preparation, 
of which one will start for the antarctic regions. Tlic 
African traveller, Dr. du re l  Scl~tilz, has started on a 
journey across Africa from east, to wcst, by way of 
the Zambesi River and 1 . 1 ~  Victoria Falls. J,ieut. 
Sclinlz, the leader of the German-African expedition, 
reports from Cameroon that tlie joy of tlic Gcrrn:ti~ 
colonists there is no st intense in conseqticnce of 
recent political el-ents. 

-The cornbe of Icctnres to gradnate stndents at  tlle 
Jol~ris Hopkins ~miversily, which n a i  opened on the 
15th of November by Preii(1enl Gilrnan on academic 
cleg~ces, -111 co~isist of the canle number (twelve) 
as last vear. 1lr. G. Stanley IIall followed President 
Gilntan #with a lecture on student life. The o t h e ~  



lcctures are by S. \Tenreoinb, hlatllematics and edu- 
cation; J Rentlel JTarri9, On the stncly of ancient 
inanilsciilrts: TIT.  1;. Broohs, The  ~oological slgnlfi- 
cance of education; &I.TYalien, Application of the 
li~storical iiiethod to the s t ~ t d j  of Latin;  R. T. E l j ,  
Eclncatio~~al~ a l n e  of pollllcal econorny: &I,Bloom-
field, l\Ietl~od of cornpalatire philology as pursued 
to-day ; E. &[. I Ia r tn  ell, P h j  sical tr airring in .imeii- 
can colleges; A. 11. I:lliott, hIetlioc1s In the  study of 
modern languages; TV. 1:. Story, RIethods of teach- 
ing aiitllmetic; T. Claig. ~Ia themat ica l  teaching In 
France. 

-A  statue of C'lande Rcrnard is to be l~laced a t  
the top of the grand staircnic of the Collkge de France. 
I t  will be the worlc of Guillanme, whose sketch i n  
plaster v a s  erected on tlic site intencled for the ~ r o r k  
when completcil. 

-Professional paper siv.  of the signal-service, en-
titled "Charts  of relatire storin frequency for a por- 
tion of the northern Iieiriisl?herc," by John P. Finleg, 
is just issueti. I t  gives one annual and t~ve l r e  month-
ly chmts, which show the  "distribution of traclcs of 
cent1,es of barometric minima over North Anlerica, 
the Kortlr iitlantic, and E ~ ~ r o p c , "  based on obscrrn- 
tions of the last t ~ r e n t y  !,ears. The  nnnnal cllart, for 
c~xainple, explains at  a gl:ince ~ r h y  the region around 
our great lakes has so inuch rnore variable a climate 
than that of ceiltml Europe. TVit11 us, every rectangle 
bounded by t ~ v o  alid a half degrees of latit~ltle and 
longitude, fro111 hlinnesota to Maine, is visited by 
froin twelve to fifteen stornr-cplitres a year; Frar~cc  
and central (:erinany have less t h a ~ i  three 011 corre-
sponding areas; even Great T31,itain and most of Nor- 
way have not inore than six. Tlie chipf appr~cia t ion  
of the paper mill be foiuntl, however, among nax-i-
gators of the Sort l i  .~itlantic, as the principal object 
songlit was the study of Atlantic st,orm-tracl;s, whose 
relatire frequency is n o r  shown graphically for the 
part of tlie orean m0.t con~rnonly trarersed. The  
rxecntion of the maps by the sigtial-oflice litliogra- 
phers is by 110 ineans sat,isfact80ry. 

-The  second aniinnl convention of the 3Iodcr11 
Inrignage as so cia ti or^ of A~ncrica n-as held a t  Col~un-  
I)ia college on the '29111 and 30th of Deceliiber. The  
modern pedagogic clailns on instructors arc fairly 
~ccognized by the titles of papers n-hich \+-ere read, 
n ~ i d  of tho subjects n-liiell carrle up for tliscnssio~i, 
some of n-hich were the  follon-ing: ROTV far inily 
the latest scientific results be embodied in the test-  
book :' by Prof. 11. C. C:. Brnndt of I Ia~ni l ton  colleoc; 
'rile ~node rn  lan$uage question, by Prof. A. 11. Elliott 
of .lohris Hol,l;ias lu~i\-ersi ty;  IVhwt place 11:~s Olrl- 
b:nglisli pliilology in o ~ ~ r  elementary scliools '? by F'rof. 
Francis B. G~uiltncreof N c ~ r  Iledford, Mass. ; Wonltl 
it be desirable to a l l o ~ i  the snbstitution of one mod- 
ern ill place of one a ~ ~ c i c i i t  language for :~tlmissioir 
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- The Jannaly  C 'e~ i tu~y  thecontains a n  artlcle on 
National nlnsenni from the  pen of Mr. Elnect Inger- 
soll, admirably illustrated. Our readers nl l l  be 7 prv 
rnnch interested in it. We wish that  some modifica- 
tions might have been made ill the introductol y sell-
tences, nh ich  seem to us  to do scant jlistlce to tlic 
pnst. Mr. Ingersoll develops the  grandeur of the 
scheine of the museum a'ltll lavish hand ;  and it 
nonld appear as if, nere  the plan to be carried out In 
detail, the District, of Collunbia nould not bc large 
rnongh to hold the mLlseun1. 

- A  special despatch to the Plriladelpliia 7'z1/ze$ 
from TTTashington, condernning the ieport of thc 
National acadeiny of sciences concerning tlic ~ c -
orgaiiizatlon of the different scientlfie bureaus of thc 
go~ern inent ,  and endeavor~ng to set forth tlie cel- 
taintv of AIr. Cleveland's antazonisril to  the c o ~ c l n -  

u u 

rnerit scientific surreys when lie shall ha r e  beccllnc 
installed as president, has given occasion to an ex-
cellent reply in the Ti~izesfor Dec. 21, frorn Nr. 
Charles A. l s h b ~ ~ n l e r  the Geological surrey of of 
Pennsylvania, in which he  says that  the views ex-
pressed by Gov. Cleveland in his veto of the al)-
propriations for the New-YorB state snr\-ey last 
year "do not necessarily indicate his position in 
regard to the appropriations which s11all be r i~ i~de  h v  
congress during his term of office for the snpport of 
the geological survey. If he  shall view this inatter 
from a practical business stand-point, he will 110 tlo111~t 
conclude, as others have who tllorouglily understanti 
the  subject, that  the results of the U. S. geological 
surrey are of iln~neiliate practical importance, ant1 
that  such government surveys in the past have Iia.tl 
mncli to do n ~ i t h  the great material advancenrcnt of 
the states. The  importance of geology as a n  aid to 
the discovery, exploration, and exploitation of mill- 
eral deposits is aelrno\~~ledged by intelligerrt persons ; 

and there is scarcely a civilized goveri~lireirt that  does 

not recognize tile fact by giving liberal appropriations 

in support of official geological snrveys or by govern- 

ment aid to special geological investigation." 


-Prof. Pli11y E. Chase of IIarerford college, PCII I I -  
sylvania, mlro for several years past has been publish- 
ing in the Transactions of the American philosophical 
society the result of his, to say the  least, reconditc~ 
researches on the cosmic influences of hai,monic 
waves, has lately prepared a srnall work, in two 
parts, on tile 'Elements of meteorology' (Philadel- 
phia, Porter & Coc~fes,without date). Alt,hougIi onn 
of the objects in view in its preparation was to pro- 
vide a 'simple intro:luctory test-hook,' \re cannot 
firid that  this has been realized. z h ~ e non the pages 
deroted to subjects that  niay he called ortliodox, logi- 
cal arrangelcent, precise definition, and sufficient, 
explanation are wanting;  while other pages, n.hosc 
topics are, again to say the least, very heterodox, d o  

to college? \\'hat nmo~tnt  of modern langnuge s t ~ ~ t l y  not seem to us  to furnish suitable material for tho 
sbould be reg:trded as a11 eqiiiralent for C+reeli? The  use of teachers in common scl?ools. I t  is an 1111-
estellt to ~vhicl l  purely scientific ;gralrlinar sllonld pleasant task to condenln a hooli, b1lt jnstice to O I I I ,  

entrr  the instrnction of ordinary college classes; A readers reclnires that  this one sho~ild be cl~aracl,e~~ii..ctl 
iiniforin pronnnciation of 1,atin ongilt to bc atlol)tetl as not representing the generally approrcd lri11ci11les 
i l l  .\iiierican collcjics, nnd the ltonlan reconiincncled. of n~eteorology of the present day. 


