
in session at  Berlin, to establish, if possible, 
the political statns of the associatioil. 31a1iy 
Ilol~e that it \rill ratify the pnrpose of the 
association to establish free 1lavig:~tion on 
the liongo. Tllc Germans also demantl free 
navigation with international control of tile 
IC'iger, but are ol?posed by thc English, nlio 
claim tlle ese lus~re  jnrisdiction aiicl control, 
:ilthough expressing theulsel~ es as iendy to 
grant the free na\.igatioi~ of the liver to all 
i la t io~~s .  

The Frcncll. uricler De Brazza, have opener1 :i 
line oS Atlantic coninl~ulicatioil ~r-itll llle Rollgo 
by the River Ogoue. near the equator, nit11 
stations on the Ogo~ve and the lioiigo ; thus 
obtainiiiq an outlet fro111 tlie valley of' the 
tiongo, ilortll of the territory claimed k ) ~  the 
Portugncse. The st:ition. of the l~rench ale 
generally 011 tile nortll siilc of the l<ongo. while 
those of the International associnlion are up011 
the south. 

I t  now seems as if the ~ n l l e y  of the Iiongo 
wonld I)c tlie ~llost clc~lsely populated part of 
Africa. Its elinlate and soil arcJ S:x\ orablc for 
white labor. The great dranbaclc is the fi~lls 
near the inoutli of tile river : but. to the eleva- 
tion of land ~vhich produces these falls, i t  owes 
;ts favorecl position. A railway is proposed 
from Stanley Pool to Boma, :I distance of t n o  
ilunclred miles, -the head of navigation fionl 
the ocean. The Siger ancl tile 13enne alt' 
both narigable from their sources far into tlie 
interior, aiicl consecluently tlie land in the 
ii~~meiliate is auclvalley of these li\ crs low 
unhealthy ; while soutli of thc valley of the 
Iiongo the country is probably broken and 
mountainous. and thei,efore less fit for culti- 
vation. 

The maritime nations of Europe are seeking 
for the trade of Africa, but there seems to be 
:lothing to warrant expectations of a large 
traffic with central Africa at once. The tlibes, 
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L A K E  Jf IS  II'ASSINI.  

PARAC;I<AFH~are going the rounds of the news-- 
Ijal?ers, representilig tlial a great lalie llas receiltly 
been discovei,ed in Canada, 1a1,gcr tlian Ontario, anti 
perhaps as large as Superior itself. If this 7vei.e trne, 
it mould cert,airrly he a niattcr of great i~iterest, anii 
~ ~ o u l c lnaturally lead to the inquiry, lion. it 1ial)jiened 
that  far-off Lalce Snperior shoi~ltl hare  been mapped, 
v i th  an astoiiishing approach to general correctiless of 
outline, as early as 1672, nhile this nen~1al;e ren~nirled 
to he discovered more tlian two liunclrcd years later, 
iioln.it1~standing the fact that it is at  a cornliaratively 
short distm~ce from a region where the Jesnits and 
fur-traders hat1 many pobts nt tlie time the Lalie 
Superior map v a s  nrade. 

T l ~ eiinmcdiate callse of the palagraphs in cinestioli 
was urldoitbtedly a communication made to the geo- 
grapLie:ll section of the British association: at  its late 
meeting in Moritreal, by tlie Rev. Abbe I,afinin~ne, 
and the reference to this con~m~ulicntion by Gen. Sir 
,T. EI. Lefroy, in his ope~iing atlclress before the section 
as chairrn:~n of that  body. In  this adtlress (;ell. 
1,cfroy gives the impression that the tliscovery of this 
lake is something new and startlirig. He says, "That 
i t  should be left to this day to cliscove~' in iio 3-ery 
rernote part of the nortll-east a lake rivalling Lalie 
Ontario, if not Lalie Superior, in magnitude, is a 
pleasant example of the surprises geography lias in 
store for its votaries '' (Proc. royal' fjeoyr. soc. for 
October, 1984,p. 592.). On referring to the conlmuni- 
cation rnade to the sect,io~i by tlle ltev. AbbB Laflanime, 
i t  does not appear, l~owever, that there mas any suf- 
ficient authority for this stateriierit on the part of the 
chairnlan o'f the section; and, as the matter is one of 
considerilble interest, i t  inay be ~vor th  ~vljile to look 
a little more carefully into what is kilorvll abont the 
lake i11 question. 

The facts here to be preserited will s l l o ~ ~  iliat we 
in reality kriorv no more abont the size of Lake Xistas- 
sini than we did two lluntlred years ago; the reverend 
abb6 himself, in his coinmuiiication, doing little more 
t h i ~ ~ i  nto say that there is in north-eastern Canada 
lake whose dimensions are uriknowll, but ~vhicli 
sorrle persons believe to be of great extent; an  'old 
trader,' whose name is not given, ' seeing no reason 

though numerous, are sinall and have f e ~ ~ w a n t s .  to donbt? that it is ' bu t  little inferior in size to
One or two generations must pass before the^ 
can hecome even partially civilized, and acquire 
the nceds of civilixecl life. Emigration froin 
Europe must be slow, as Africa is not so well 
adapted as Anierien anc3 Australia to European 
emigrants ; and not until America is densely 
populated mill the overflonving emigration 
from Europe seek the heart of Af'rica. But 
the time mill come when it will be densely 
,jopulnted, ancl its loiig rivers, its many 
and great falls, its immense lalies ancl liigh 
monntains, become the resort of a ~ a s tpopn-
lation. 

C:Ai~urv~:i:G. I l c l : ~jriu. 
~-ashl:lgtoil,i)ec. 26. 

Lake Superior.' l'11el.e are several statements in the 
reverend abbd's con~rni~nicationto which esception 
might be t,aken; but it is sufficient to call attrnliorl 
to his ~nistranslation and rnisconceptiorl of tlie ol,iginal 
account of the lake by Father Albanel, IT-ho sags that  
it is reported that tv-enty days mould be recluirecl to 
make the tour of it ( l~our  er2f'air.e le tozc~) .  This tlie 
Rev. Abbe Laflamnle has translated, ' twenty clays to 
walk aroand i t ; '  thus sl~orr-ing a singular misconcep- 
tion of the natnre of tlle only ~iossible means of ex-
ploration and c.om~r~unication in a region like Illat in 
question. 

This Ialre, called by tlie first explorer of that region, 
Father Albanel, ' le lac des Nistassiri~tins,' lies on the 
north side of the watershed between the St. Lawrence 
and IIudson's Bay, and is represelited on nearly every 



map of the rcgior~ as bcing tlie lieatl and reservoir of 
Rupert's Kivcr. I ts  existence was first made ltno~vn 
in the Jesztit ~ e l n t i o n sfor tlie year 1671-72. The ac- 
connt there given consists rnainly of the jouri~al of 
Father Cliarles Albanel~ n-110 was associated wit,ll 
Monsieur Denys de Saint Siniori and ' anot,lier Frciic11- 
man ' in tlic exploration of t l ~ e  line of cor~i~niiiiica-
;ion (apparently \veil lino~vn to the Indians, but 
wllicl~ had nerer before been traversed by white men) 
bet~veeii Lalte St,. John and Hudson Bay. 'r11e 
geographical details given in tliis account are excectl- 
ingly meagre; tlie cliief itenis in regard to Lalie Xis- 
tassini being t l ~ a t  it, is said to be so large tliat tlie 
ciizuit of it coilltl riot 11c ni:ltle in less tlian twenty 
dags of fine ~vea t l~e r ;  ioc l i~ ,  from tliat it is fall of 
ml~icli circuinstance its name is derived; and that 
there was an  abunclaiice of fish aiitl game in tlie 
vicinity. I t  does not a~ipear that Father I l ba i l e l :~  
p:~rtg did niore tlian traverse a srnall a r ~ n  of this lalie, 
as tliey were not on it more than oue, or possibly tn.0 
days. 

So far as I i ~ i o l ~ ~ i  to tlie lvriter, the first, cleliucat,io~~ 
of Lalie Jristassini is on a niap publisliecl by Jaillot 
in ltiS5: of ~vl i ic l~  to tlie a rna~inscript copy belo~igi~ig 
lioiil coilcction is iii tlie State de!iartiiient ill Wash- 
ington, and teniporarily, a t  t.he present tiine, ill tlie 
possession of Mr. Winsor, 1ibr:lrian of EIarraril iuii- 
versitg. I t  does iiot appear, however, fro111 IIr .  Iiolil's 
notes attaclled to this tlienia11, ~ ~ h e t h e r  original 
mas engraved or printed; but it is said to liave be% 
almost entirely compiled from origir1a.1 Canadian 
alithorities. On it the lake ill cjucstion bears the nanie 
of ' Ticmagaming.' That it is really tlie lake now 
known as Xistassini will be evident from what is said 
fartlier on. 

This lake also appears u~ider  tlie name of JIistasin ' 
on t ~ v o  maps published by 11. No11 in 7715 and 1720. 
I t s  shape, however, as iiiclicated on tliese two maps, 
is iiot at  all lilre that give11 on tlie Jaillot mall; i ~ e i t l ~ e r  
is it tlie same on RIoll's tlvo maps. I t  is clear from 
tlie way in whicli it is represented by the latter, ancl 
especially froin tlie rnan~ler in which the islands are 
scattered over its surface, proniiscno~~sly and very 
differently in the two iuaps, that notllirig inore was 
ttnown about it by IIoll t l ~ a n  that there was a large 
lalie in tliat position in which were several islands. 

In Bellin's map (li44),wl~ich is found in Charle- 
voix, the same lake is given mith avery different form 
frorn that  which had been p~,eviously indicated. I t i s  
represented as forming three nearly parallel bodies of 
~vaterwit11 a general iiorth-east sontli-west trend, and 
conilected wit11 each other by coinparntivelg narrow 
ciiannels. To the lriost north-western of tliese bodies 
of w-ater tlie nanie of 'Lac des AIistassins' is given; 
t,o the ~iiiddle one, that of 'Pi:re Albanel; ' a ~ i dto the 
Inore easterly one, that of ' Lac Dauphiii.' 

I n  the  map wllicli forrns tlie geographical basis of 
:lie Canacla snrvcy (geological) map (ISUi), this Ialie 
(liere calleii 'Mistiashini ' )  appears with a very dif- 
ferent shape from that gireri on the Bellin map, and 
has the appearance of being in part laid down from 
snrveys. The north-eastern ancl eastern l~ortions, 1lonr-
ever, are iii~licatecl by a dotted line, fro111 \ ~ l ~ i c l i  the 

inference may he tlra\rii t l ~ t  this part of tlie lake wa* 
unknown. I t  is a reinarkable fact, lio~vcrcr, that  the 
for111 of the lalie, as gircn oil the Geological s u n e y  
map, r rsc~i~bles  quite closely that which it has oil the 
Jaillut map, showing pretty clearly that  tlie ~ re< te rn  
side of the lalre was laid do\i-~i by the last-~uentioiled 
co~~ipilsrfrom actunl exploration. 

This sniiic outline, given on the Geologic~l surrey 
niap i l l .  lSOii, is rc.iieatecl mitlioat variation on the 
latest genc~ral 111:1p of (:iln:i~Ia,- tliat l311blislled by 
Sta!iford, aiiil said to he h i~~~ows i i~ i th ' s ,  :r i t l~ additio~is 
ant1 corrections hrii~ging it clo\rn to 1RPO. Tliis would 
indicate tliat no adtiitions Ilntl I~cwii riat tie to our 
lii~owlcdge of tlie geography of that rcgioii daring 
tlic 11ast tmentg year<. I t  is a ciu.ious fact, how-
ercr, tliat LLri~ovc-sr~iitli-Sta~if~~r~I011 the ~iiap.  this 
lalie, cnlletl ' -l.li>tassiiiriie,' is moved just vile tlrgree 
farther to tlie ert3t t l ia~i it is on tlie Geologicit1 bur- 
vey 1n:lp. 

On iiicist of tlie m:lps oil wliicll tile laire is given, it 
is repreae~rictl as being sonic sixty or seventy niiles 
in lengtli, or al~ciut half tlie size of 1,al;e Oiltario: 
altlloi!:;.l~ it is cl~irrly evide~it that its eastern hide is 
unkr~o~rtr:  All that  is !~otli a? to form and position. 
lil~o\vn about its size, 1.1eyo11:: t his, is tlie staleinelit 
of Pkre i l l b a ~ ~ t ~ l ,  lliat it xvas reported to be so large 
that i t  ~voald require t\voiit,y (lays of pleasa~it ~veatlier 
to circuninavigate i t ;  ant1 tile opir~ions of certain per- 
sons, reported by tlie Rev, hbb6 Laflamme, giving it 
various clin~ensio~is, no clew being given to enable one 
to decide on t l ~ c  re1:ltive weight to be a1lo:~red to eaclr 
l>erson's opinioii. Tlre itev. AbbB Laflamme gives 
h i  o\vn statenleiit, that tlicre can be rio doubt that 
Lake JIislas~irii is 1;~rger tlian Lake O~i tar io ;  while 
tlie 'old trailer,' as already meiitioi~ecl, says that 
tliere is no reason to cloubt that it is ' bnt little inferior 
in size to 1,al;e Superior.' Tlie positive statement of 
' RIr. Burgess ' is also addeil, that tile lalie is a h~i i i -  
died and fifty niiles in le11gt11: this woulcl be about 
fifty niiles less t l~ari  Ontario. 

After all, mc l i a ~ e ,  in reference to tlie diniension of 
Lnlie >Iistassirii, no bet,ter evidence to fall back or1 
than t l ~ a t  of Father Albancl. \That number of rniles 
can be allowed as tlie eq!iivnleirt of a tour of twenty 
dags of l i i~e  TX-eatlici.,tlie ~vriter ,  wit11 the experience 
of seren snminers rl)eiit in bo:rtii~g and canoeing on 
Lakes Superior. Micliigai~, and Huron, with crems of 
Indians, half-breetls, ancl aogrrgetc?.s,is unable to say. 
An ordinary journey of twenty days in a canoe 
would, perhaps, carry a traveller around a lake lialf or 
two-thirds the size of Ontario, ~rl i ich would coincide 
with JIr. Burgess's statement. 

TVliile it is possible that Lalie Mistassini may be 
consiciernbly larger t l~ari  Lalie Ontario, tlie probahili- 
ties are decidedly in favor of its being somewhat 
smaller. At  all events, geographical information in 
regard to that region, wliicli does not seeiii difEcnlt 
of access, is greatly needed. 

It is easy to see from t l ~ e  above that  the name of 
the lalie about whicl~ this r~ot~e  is ~ r i t t e n  has been 
spelled in as riiailg different ways as tliere are authors 
or cartogrztphers n;l~(> ha re  liatl to do wit11 it. T l ~ e  
spelling 'Xisl::-riiii' is liere :itlol~tecl because it is tile 



sitnplest, and because it is that form ~\l i icl l  lias been 
used in the report of tlie proceeclings of tlie 3Iontreal 
aneetirig in the organ of tlie Royal geographical soci- 
ety. The present writer llas, iloirerer, never seen it 
40 spelled on any gcograpl~ical Illap. I t  is spelled 111 

three different mayr in the publicatio~is of tlie Canada 
survey, and in the sarne 11u1u1)er of ~vays  in Stieler's 
' Hand-atlas.' .J. D. TVr11r~r3-. 

T H E  7'AS.MAS (;L.ICII<K. 

A PEAR ago, :acco1liits T\-ri,c pul~lisl~eclof tlie 
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without a cloud, daring \vliicli a good piece of triangn- 
latiori was executed, the Hochstetter dome ascer1de;l 
(2,84Om.)?arid material collected for a fairly detailed 
inap on a scale of 1:S0,000. The results of the sur- 
vey now appear as supplemerlt 7 5  to Pfte~i12aitrl's 
~itittheilzinycia (Der ?'asman-gletscher 11nd seine urn- 
gebur~g; Gotha, June,  1884, 80 p.), mitli ageneral an<! 
local Innp, a n-ell-executed r e l~ roduc t io~~  of a plioto-
graph lal<en from tlie r~iedial lr~orailie of tlie great 
Tasniai~glacier, ~ r l i i c l ~  we copy in rednced Corm, and 
seve~.:~lcuts. Tlle glacier was found to be twen ty  
eiglit lrilonietres in Icngth, -tliree liilonietres longc~, 
than llie dletsch. the greatest in Switzerla~id. It3 

attempt in 1PS2; of Alr. \V. h.C:I.PPII, :\ti 111 j l i s l i~n i~~ i ,  lower p:1r1 is of ii~otlei.:tto slope itlit1 slolr- i no t io~~ ,  

to ascend Rlorui~t Cook, the highest (12,:lSO) of the 
New-Zealand A Ips. H e  was accornpariied by two prac- 
tised Swiss guides from Grindelwald, anti reaclietl a 
great altitude over snot~- and ice, hut failed in his 
main object, chiefly on account of bad wentlier. A 
somewhat si~nilnr exploration was nndertalien in 
March, 1883,by Dr. R. r. Lendenfeld of Christcliurch, 
New Zealand, accompanied by his wife, three sliep- 
herds to serve as porters, and a elriver for the wagon 
in which the supplies TTere carried u p  to  within a few 
rililes of the Tasrnan glacier. Bad weather oil tile 
:q>lxoncll t o  t h ~mountzi~ls 11:iyswas foIlo\r~d I ) ~ - I I ~ I I R  

greatly covered by moraines. Green descrioed the 
New-Zealand Alps as equalling or exceeding those 
of Etuope in picturescl~~eness, but Le~idenfeld t1linl;s 
tliem illferior. The mountain for111 is less pro-
nonnced, tlie snow-fields are smaller, and the glaciers 
are mnch obscured by rtiorainic rubbish: bushes re-
place pines, and the flat-bottomed valleys are without 
rillages and fields. The snmmit of the IIochstetter 
dome, a sharp edge of harcl-packed snow, was reached 
by Lendenfeld, his wife, and one porter, after a dar- 
ing climb across a delicate ice-bridge, of mhicli tlie 
antlior's roi~;.li figure is here copied. Sitti~l: astricl- 


