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we do not undertake to explain, that he nowhere 
allades by name to those writers ~ l i o s e  morlcs 
1ia.ie preceded his, aud v\-hich n-e have ineu- 
tioned in the earlier paragraphs of this notice. 

C A S T E  IN INDIA IN 1881. 

Outlines of Punjcib etl~nogro,l~?j. Iiy I)r:xzr~.
CIIAKLESJELB of her i\Iajesty's I3en- ISBETSOX 
gal civil service. Calcntta, Gouerfzmerit, 1SS3. 
4 O .  

Jmpe~.ial ceia*.ns of  1881. Digest of the  results in 
the presidency of I%ombay, including Sind. Ey
order of government. Bombay, Gouernment, 
1882. 

Report of the cenruc qf Bengol, 1881. 13y J. A. 
B o u ~ ~ 1 ~ 1 . 0 ~tile liengal civil service Cal-of 

cutta. Secretarznt pv.,  1883 


THESEreports treat of abont 1011,000,000 of 
the 195,000,000 people of I~idi:~.  Tlie I'unj8b 
(near 23,000,000) has about 41% Iiindas. 
5 1% hIalion~etans,7 cj/, Siklis. Bombay and 
Sind (16,500,000) hare 73% IIinclus ; I3ombay 
alone, 84%. J3eugal (69,500,000) has 64% 
IIindus. The chicf strength of the Silths in 
Illdin is in the PnnjAb. The prepol~derauce 
of otlier races and religions in the 1'nnj:ib gives 
a special field for inqniry how far caste is a 
IIinclu institution. 

Nr .  Ibbetsoii deems the treatment of caste 
hitherto, inclrldi~~g his own work, inadequate 
and nasatisfactory, anil he recognizes that 
contradictory statements regarding the same 
peol~le ]nay be true 111 different localities. I-Ie 
Says, -

The popular and currently received theory of caste 
1 take to consist of tlrree liiair~ articles: 

lo.That caste is an institation of tlie ITindu reli- 
gion, ant1 peculiar to that religion alone; 

2 O .  That it co~lsists pririiarilg of w fourfold classifi- 
cation of peoplc ill general, ~uirler tlie heads of Brill- 
man, I<slintriyi~, Vaisya, and SLidra; 

3 O .  Tllat cast.e is perpetual and immutable, ar~cl 
lias been trarrs~rritteil from generation to generation, 
tliro~igl~outtlle ages of Hindu history a i d  myth, witli- 
out  the possibility of chalrge. 

NOTV.I s l i o ~ ~ l d  be exaggerating in the op- l>roj_ial)ly 
posite direction, but I thinli that I sliould still be far 
nearer tile truth,  if, in opposition to tlie popnlar con- 
ception thus defined, I vere  to say, -

lo.That caste is a social far more than a religions 
institution; that  it lias no necessary connection what- 
ever with the FIintlu 1.eligioi1, further tlian tliat under 
that  religion cert,airr ideas and cnstonis coiirmorl to all 
primitive nations have been developed atid perpetu- 
ated in an uuusual degree; and that  conversion from 
Hincluisni to Isl im has not necessarily the slightest 
effect upon caste: 

2 O .  Tlint, there are Brillmans who are looked upon 
as outcasts by those who, uncler tlie fourfold classifi- 
cation, would be classed as S6clras; tliat there is no 
such thing as a Vaisya now existing; that  it is very 
donbtfl~l  i~ideed mhctlier tliere is such a thilig as a 

Icshatriya, and, if there is, no two people are agreed 
as to where we shall look for him; anti tliat Sfidra has 
no present sii.nific:~tioii save as a convenient tern1 of 
abuse to apply to soniebody else whom yon consider 
lower than yourself; while the rinmber of castes which 
can be classed uriiler any one or ander no one of the 
four heads, according as private opinion niay vary, 
is al~nost innumerable: 

8 O .  That rlotliing can be more ~ a r i a b l e  or difficult 
to cicfiiie than caste; anti that  the fact that a genera- 
tion is descended from aI1cestol.s of any given caste, 
creates a preslunption, and nothing more, that  tha t  
generation also is of the same caste, -a presumption 
liable to 11e defeated by an infiilite variety of circum- 
stances. 

3Ir. Ihbetson gives 275 pngcs to the eonsid- 
erntion of religions, races, castes, and tribes 
of tlle pcople of the P~lnjiib, ancl jnstice to his 
worlt is hardly possible iii a brief space. S~ lm-
ming 1113 as to evolution of caste, hc says :-

Thus, if my theory be correct, we have the follow- 
ing stem hy ~vhich  caste has been evolved in thc 
~Ulljrill-: " 

lo.The tribal division comrnon to all primitive 
societies ; 

20. The guilds based upon hereditary occnpation 
cornlnoli to the midclle life of all commnnities: 

3 O .  Tlie exaltation of the priestly office to a degree 
unexalnpled in other countrces; -

4 O .  The esaltalion of Leviticxl blood by a special 
insistence upon the necessarily hereditary nature of 
occupation ; 

5 O .  Tlie prcs~rvation and support of this principle 
by tlle ela6oration from the theories of the I-Iindu 
creed or cosmogony of w pnrely artificial set of rules, 
regulating marriage arrd iritermarriage, declaring cer- 
tain occnpst,iot~s and foods to he irnpnre and pollut,- 
iag, and prescribing the conditions and degree of 
social interconrse permitted between the several 
castes. Add to  these tlre pride of social rank and 
the pride of l~lood, n'hicli are natural to man, . . . 
and it is hardly to be wondered at  that  caste shonld 
have assumed tlie rigidity which iiistii~guislles it in 
India. 

IIe liolcls that caste in the Ptu?j&b is primarily 
basecl on occupation, and, with the masses owii- 
inc ant1 cultivating land, upon political position, 
which brings in tlie tribal element. The trades- 
gnild type of caste, fo~rnd chiefly in the large 
cities, owes its existence largely to the prevn- 
lencc of &Inhometan icleas. ' ' The people are 
houiicl by social and tribal custonl far Inore 
than by :~qrules of religiou. . . . The differ- 
ence [between ZIinilu and ;\lusscilman] is aa- 
tioilal rather than religiour." In  some cases 
&Iak~ornetaaismbas here strengthened tlie caste 
bonds of its adherents. The four castes lead- 
ing in l~uinber in tlle Punjib are Jats ,  proha- 
bly of Indo-Scythiau stock (agriculturists and 
ploughmen) ; Itajjputs,' Soils of Rajas ' (largely 
land-owners, preferably pastolal, and avoicling 
personal ploughing); Brahmans, priestly and 
Levitical ; Cliul~rns; the scavengers ; narnber-
iug resl)ectively about 4,500,000, 1,500,000, 
1,000,000, and 1,000,000. 



SCIE'NCE. 


In  Sintl l i t t l ~  tlctnil wus obscrvetl in al~strnct-  
irrg inlormation respecting caste. 111 tire Bom- 
bay pcsidenc)- 84% of' 1 he people a re  Ili~iclus. 
('astc i s  not disc>ussetl c1:rl)orntel~ ill t t t ~  1)i- 
gcs l  of tlrr ucnsus, I I I I ~  llscl Iiews i~icitle~rtnlly 
of Xr. Tbbelsoii a s  t o  tlic close 1-clalio11 of 
oc.c~lpation, tribe, religion. ancl caste, a rc  sus-
tniuccl hy  tlrcl rlnnnlnccl oflic.i:~l who p~epare t l  
tlrc Digest. d inong  the 200 1):rgcs of t:~blcs, 
~ I I Plahlc sltows 'C'la4s and name- of c:tst(x,' 
' Ilcretlitaly octaupation,' ratios oc.crll~icd in 
c e r t ~ i ngeneral p ~ ~ r s u i t s ,  l te~~iilrlrs, 'and,  urrdcr 
n ~ o r c  tfctinitelj I l ~ c  nnnlbc~l~s nc%ually occr~picd 
i r i  l?ursuits not hert,tlitary. Tire largc=.t castc 
is  tile ICunbi, o r  culti\rators, of thcl ;\I:rr~ttlin dis- 
tricts, n r ~ d  n e s t  the 111:iiiar ant1 Ilhctl, ntrcle:rrr 
c:~stcs, village servants. I:r:rl~~nnris and ILaj-
puts lead sociallj-. Over 830 castes arc  rcc-

I n  cliaptcr i s . ,  after stating that- the C:\vnlla 
o r  the cowhciti caste is  largest, 13rahnrin scc- 
ontl in  ~lunibcrs ,  IGtit~artlia (Irnsk):trtdrnrrr of  
lowcr 13c~ga1) t l ~ i ~ d ,  T h eMr. Be\-erlcy s a j  s,  L L  

I<ocah, ~liiio orcuyy tlir fbr~rtlt  l)lac~c, atTotold n 
st1 iliing example of t itc IVSLJ- in ~liliicfi IIinc111- 
is111 is rcplcnisl~ctl," an11 goes on to explain 
lrow n people, o~rct? with a l:lngriagc and a re- 
liqion, :IS 11~11a s  a gover~irncnl,01' its own, 112s 
been absorbeil bj  Islarrlisrrl ant( I l i ~ i d r i i s r ~ ~ ,  ill 
mlrich latter tlrr converts are, t o  all intents :tnd 
1 ~ 1 ~ p o s c s ,  I l ind~ls .  31any 11a111cb :tr c lo~v-(~:tstc~ 
given that  a re  to  be i~l terprctcd a s  occal)ntion 
or  :LS castes intercl~angcably, and hcretlity of' 
caste and of o(~~u11aCiorli i  (Ii\tinctly r ~ a ~ i ~ ( ~ t l .  
Untlcr ' Iteligion ' .\Is. T<e\crley gires  a general 
stalclnent of' absorption of ahoriginill tribes 
into TIindnisun, their ruling classcs being ah-  

the forty-page intles for ~vhich,  ~ ~ n f o r -  o y n i ~ t ~ c l ,  soll?etl illto the. narr ior  c:lste, while thc volrl- 
tunatc.ly, n as not bouiitl in tllc. copy of the  
Digest nt 11nutl. Mr. Iiorrrclillon (Hengal) 
avoitls discussion of caslc farthc.r tl lar~ it was 
nc.c.essar:y for gcric.ral tal~ul:ttion of caste cnu-
rncration. I l c  quotes thc instructions of the 
census corn~riittec o f  Irrclin in tlris :-

Wr have no liesitation ill saying tliat tl~ere is no 
part of the w o ~I; of' conipilation which prehents so 
many difficultit~s, ilivol\e% so rmxch labor, ant1 at tlie 
same tirnc~ is so ~~nsxtisfactory wl~encomplctecl, as 
the working-up of tile caste tables.'' 

nion pcol~l(' becail~c low-caitr Ziintlus. 
'I'hc ~) r inc i l~a l  hcpoint on whir11 tllerc. m:ty 

a dircr\ity of' view as  t o  caste 1)ctwccll the 
ccristls officers is a s  t o  i ts  existcnc(~:1111011g 

non-IIiutirl lleoples. 'I'hcre is no erii(c.l~c.e of  
antagonisnl in tlreir ge11er:tl T icws, ant1 i t  is 
not c1c:ir t l ~ n t  thew 1vo111d riot be esseritial 
harmony if encall wrote f t l ly  on the snl!jcc~t. 

Otllcr provinc~i:tl census rc.ports sllor~lcl short-
ly bc rc.cc.ired horn Tncli:t, t o  aid our inrc.iti-
gations. ~\ l<,ant imen e In:+y rccog~iize some 
suggestions of cast(. i r ~  tlic relt~tions of race, 

Tlrc comrniltce clit'l not c.ncourage ~n inu to  occnpation, :tritl social positioli, ainorig westc,rn 
resc:~rch a s  t o  c:irte, and i t  is only 1 ) ~ -a sort of nat io~ls .  In  rnorc t1i:tn one locality i t 1  tltc 

1\11'. I<OLI~-trois-cx:~lliiriatior~th :~ t  we c:u~ ~~ ' : t cc  Unitrd States  a lady finds tha t  llcr cook will 
dillon's views a s  conlparcd with 1\11. Ibbct-
son's. IJnder caste, however., he s1)c:iBs of 
" t h e  iriterc.st of the caste question being lnrrclr 
more ethnological than st:itistical," -the race 
itlea. 'I'lre 1:engal t:~bles de:d only n ith .ITin-
C ~ L I  castes : ' 'out Mr.  Eo~lrtiilloir tells trs, uridtlr 
' Iteligions,' that  

The 1t;rrn ' tIi~~rlrc' neither a. erec>d nor no~rdenotes 
a race, neitller a clrnrcl~ nor :t people, brtt is ;L genrr;~l
esprossion dcvoid of precision, and cmhriicirig alike 
the most pc~nctilious diseiplc of par(! Vcdaritisrn, t,lle 
agnostic youth \vho is the product of wrsterl~ educ:t- 
t ~ o r ~ ,ant1 thc semi-barbarous hillmsn who eats with- 
on1 scruple any t l~ing . . . a l~dis 3s ignorant: of the 
Ilinda Ilieology as the st,oric ~ ~ t i i c l i  11e worslri~is in 

A n d  he  q ~ ~ o t e s  al2provirigly from I I r .  Eel.- 
erley :-

So doer the ITindu religion in Bengal aisume a 
Prott.an form, from the austere rite$ practis;cd bv the 
shaven puntlits ot Naddea to tile ~dol-worsliip of the 
scrrli-harharour Boona. The Bauris . . . arc prob-
ably all of abori~in;~l aYcxtraction, but have adopt~-.ti 
thi.i, a Hind,tism,and sralcelv 
be clas~ed as otlier t,han IIindos. 

not makc :t bell, Ihc charni)ermaitl will not  
dress thc infailk, t l ~ c  nlnse will not broil 2% 

s teak, :tncl, wit11 a Ironscf111 of servnnts, 110 

one will clean tlrc clothcs, whicli a rc  sent t o  :L 

washerwoman. -tctu:~l scavengers have hardly 
higher social mmik in America than in Inclia, 
where tli~t~iriction, v:trying here with daily 
chn~igcs of wealth : ~ n d  of occnpation, bccomc. 
moultlot1 into t':lmily ant1 religious pern~anence.  

X r .  Ibbetson reminds us  tliat " TVi1li:~m 
Z'riest, .Tohl~ I i ing,  Edwarti Farmer.  arid .T:~rnes 
Smith :we hut  t11c srrrvivals i n  I~hglarid of tlic 
four Vnrnns of Alciirr." 
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Handhooi, of rnotlern palrn~s@/. By Prof. V. DE 

311:~t.2tl ed., wit31 8 illustrations. New York, 
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160. 

A LrIrorrclr ,Ylitten :L13pari,ntly somt>thing 

cr11iousl~ lilw a n  llonest intent,  this book is  :i 
piece of ahsrrrd c1nptr:~p.-uLter1-y irrcslcrant 
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