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111 t l ~ e i r  marriage relations I found but little 
difference from those of Esliinlo better known. 
T h e  marriage co~ltract  is arrangcd early in life 
by tlir pal-ents, altlio~igli Iligueesili bought a 
wife for liis n e a ~ l y  grown brother, who was 
also of my party, for tile consicleratio~l of a 
whaler's jack-knife. 

'I'heir pugilistic encorulters generally talce 
place between the 'bes t  men '  of different vil- 
lages, and  especially of different tribes, so  tllat 
all my Eskimo were l~rolnpt lg clialleuged ; but  
being feather weights, compaied with these 
giants, I interfered. Their fights are  managed 
sorriemhat in tliis way : one of the combatants, 
sitt ing or  standing, leans forward with both 
hancls o r  elbows resting on liis linees, when his 
opponent, wit11 clinched fist, d e d s  him such a 
7r3low on the sicle of the lleacl a s  he may see fit, 
the first strolie being usually comparatively 
light. No.  P tile11 takes his turn in  leaning 
forward, and No. 1deals liim a blow, g c n e r a l l ~  
a little l i e a ~ i e r  than tliat he has jnst received. 
This  operation goes on until one or the other 
is  either Sinocked senseless, or rel~clerecl help- 
less from sheer eshaustiori. 

Another clanger threatening the ilntires of 
lnx party was no less tllail tbe tmdertaking to 
assassinate one of thern, o r  possibly n white 
Inan, shoulcl circumstances fnvor. F n n ~ i l y  
feucls are not  unfrequent ; and,  when a cleat11 
results. every male relative of tlie murtlcrecl 
man feels bound to avenge the death by Billing 
some man of the offencling tribe, the innrderer 
o r  some near relative being prefcrnhle. This  
vengeance may be postpouecl :~lmost inrlefi~lite- 
ly, nnd frie~lclly socinl relations rnn i~~ta ined; 
but ,  slow a s  i t  is,  i t  is snre t o  come, sootier 
or Inter. 

1 hnoe knonrn oiie of these mnrderers t o  
coolly take u p  his residence among his ene-
mies. ant1 t o  all intents and purposes bc a s  one 
of them. Among tlie N e t s c l ~ i l l ~ ~ k s  a t  the last 
camp we visited as n pon~crfiilly built speci- 
men oE liis tribe, Toolooah by name. 3Iany 
years before, --so maliy that  he coulcl not 
coiult them on liis fingers, ancl therefore could 
not tell how mnag, -a  relative of his hnrl 
fallell n victim a t  the lrands of a n  I\villilr, and 
had not yet  bcen a-\engecl. Although there 
was not a n  Iwillilr among us, still my own 
Esliiino felt that any of us  might fa11 to atone 
for this ancient crime. Tliey told me tha t  
they felt satisfied that  many of the natives 
who watclled our sledge-loading the morning 
we left liad long lrnives secreted in  tlieir 
sleeves. should they ilced t o  defencl the  Net-  
schillclk Toolooah, who still persisted in  his 
idea of reyenge, shonl(1 opl?ortunity offer. 

But  the sight of our many and wonderful 
~veapons f'rightenecl him into a peaceful atti-
tucle. Singularly, these feuds n e w r  swell into 
tribal wars. Flzc~c~trcri-SCFIW~~TI~A. 

ITOW THE PXOBLEJTS O F  AlllERZCAN 

d ArTIIIZOPOLOGY P11ESENT T H E M - 

SELVES TO THE ELVGLISH 4 i I N D . l  


I IIAVE seldom, ladies ant1 gentlemen, felt myself 
i11 a rnore difficult positiorl than I do a t  this mornent. 
Yesterday ~norning, when me returned from an expe- 
dition out into the far west, -an  expetlitiori which 
your presiderit was to have joined, but wliich, to our 
great regret, he  was obliged to give up, -I heard tliat 
at  this meeting of the Anthropological society of 
Washii~glonI should be called upon to make, not 
merely a five-minutes' speech, but a subst,antive ad- 
dress; and since that  time my niind has beell almost 
entirely fllll of the new t,hi~igs that I have been see- 
ing and hearing in the domain of anthropology in this 
city. I have been seeing the working of that un-
exai~ipled institntion, tlie Bureau of ethnology, ancl 
studying the collections which, in corlnectiori with 
the Sinithsonian institution, have been brought i n  
from the rnost distant quarters of the continent; arid 
after that, i n  odd rnome~i t ,~ ,  I hare  turued i t  over in 
illy mind, What can I possibly say to the Anthropo- 
logical society when I ain called upon to face them 
at thirty-six hours! notice? I vil l  riot apologize: I 
will do the best I can. 

I quite ur~derstarld that Major Powell, who is a 
man who generally has a good reason for every thing 
that he does, llad a good reason for desiring that an  
anthropologist froni Ei~glnnd should say something 
as to the present state of the new and growing sci- 
ence in England as coinpared ~vit l i  its condition in 
America, -for believing tbat  some conimunication 
wo11ld be acceptable between tlie old country and the 
new, up011 a s~ i l~ j ec t  Fvhere the  irillabitants of both 
have so rnucli interest in cornmori, and can render to  
one ai~ot,her so much service in the clirection of their 
nrorl;. And therefore I take it tliat I am to say be- 
fore you this evening, withont elaborate oratory and 
without even careful language, how the problems of 
American a~rthropology present themselves to the 
English mind. 

Now, olie of the things that Iias strncl; rrie most in 
America, from the aathropological point of view, is 
a certain elenlent of old-fashioiicdness. I ineail old- 
fashionedness in the strictest sense of the word, -
an old-fashio~ied~iess which goes back to tlle time of 
the colonization of America. Since tlie Stnart time, 
though America, on the whole, has become a country 
of most rapid progress i n  developrner~t as coinpnred 
with otlier districts of the world, there has prevailed 
in certain parts of i t  a conservatism of even a n  
intense character. I11 districts of the oldev states, 
away f~ ,om the centres of popnlntion, thing3 that  
are old-fashioned to moclern Europe have held their 
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own with a tenacity somewhat surprising. If I ever 
becorne possessed of a spinning-wheel, an article of 
furniture now scarce in England, I call hardly get a 
specirr~en better thari in Peunsylvania, where ' my 
great-grandnlot11er's spinning-wheel ' is shown -
standing, perhaps in the lumber-room, perhaps in an  
ornamental place in the drawing-room -ofteiier than 
in ally other co~ultry that I eTer ~ i s i t ed .  

I11 another respect Pennsylvania has shown itself 
to me fruitful of old-fashioned products. I was 
brought up among the Quakers, -like so many, I dare 
say, w l ~ o  are present; for the number of times in the 
weeli, or even in  the day, in which it occurs that 
those whom one meets prove to be at least of Qnalrer 
descent, represents a proportion wbicl~ must be highly 
pleasant to the Quaker mind. Iii the history of tlle 
Society of the Friends, there has recently come out a 
fact unkr~own, especially to tile Friends themselves. 
Their opinion has always been that  they came into 
existence in the neighborliood of 1600, by spontane- 
ous generation, in an outburst of spiritual develop- 
ment in E n g l a ~ ~ d .  I t  has liow been shown, especially 
by tlie researclles of Robert Barclay (not the old con- 
troversialist, but a modern historian), that the Qua- 
kers mere by no means the absolutely independent 
creation that  tliey and others had supposed them to 
be; that  they were derived from earlier existing 
denominatioris by a process which is strictly that of 
development. Their especial ancestors, so to speak, 
were a division of the early Dutch sect k~iown as 
7~fe11nonites. Tlie Friends have ulldergone much 
modification as to theological doctrine; but some of 
their most pronounced characteristics, such as the 
objection to mar and oaths, anti even details of cos-
tume, arid the silent grace before meals, remain as 
proofs of Mennonite derivation. To find the Men- 
nonites least changed from their original condition 
is nonr less easy in their old homes in Europe than 
in  their adopted liolnes in the United States and 
Canaila, mliitlier they have migrated from time to 
time, up  till quite recel~tly, in order to avoid being 
compelled to serve as soldiers. They have long 
been a large and prosperous body back in Pennsyl- 
vania. I went to see tliem; and they are a very strili- 
ing instance of permanency of institutions, where 
an institution or a state of society can get into pros- 
perous co~~ditiolls  i n  a secluded place, cut off from 
easy access of tlie world. Among them are those 
mho dissent from modern alteration and changes by 
a fixed an11 unalterable resolntion that they will not 
wear buttons, but will fasten their coats with hoolrs 
and eyes, as their forefathers did. And in this may 
they show with what tenacity custom holds when it 
has becorne matter of scruple and religious sanction. 
Others have conformed more and illore to the world; 
and most of those wliomI have seen were gradually 
conforining in their dress and habits, and showing 
symptoms of melting into the general population. 
Bat,  in the mean time, America does offer the specta- 
cle of a pliase of religious life, which, though dmin- 
dlirlg away in the old-world region \vhere i t  arose, 
is quite well preserved in this newer country, for the 
edification of students of culture. These people, who 

shorn such plain traces of connection with the his- 
torical Anabaptists that they niay be talren as their 
living representati~es, still coinmernorate in their 
hymns their martyrs wlro fell in Switzerland for the 
Anabaptist faith. There ~ 7 - a ~  given r11e olily a few 
days ago a copy of an old scarce hymn-book, ante- 
rior to l(i00, but still in use, in mliicl~ is a liynln coni- 
rnernorative of tho martyr I-iaslibach, be1re:tcleil for 
refusing to conlorn1 to the state religion, whose head 
laughed when it was cut off. 

NOW, to find thus, in a secluded district, an old state 
of society resisting-for a time the modifying infiuences 
wl~ichhave already changed the world around, is no 
exceptional state of thiiigs. I t  sl~oms the very pro- 
cesses of resisted but eveiitnally prevailing alleration 
which anthropologists have to study over larger re- 
gions of space arid time in the general deveiopnient 
of the ~rorld.  I n  visiting my l\.Iennonite frientls in 
Pennsylvania, I sometimes noticed, that, while they 
thought it nothing strange that  I should corne to 
study them and their history, yet ~ r h e n  I was aslted 
where I was going next, arid confessed with soiile 
modesty tliat I was going with Major Powell to tlie 
far west to see the Znrlis, tliis confession on my 
part mas received with a 100lt of amazement, not 
quite unmi~iglecl with lti~ldly reproof: i t  seemed so 
strange to my friends that  any person travelling 
about of his own will should deliberately go to  
look at  Intlians. I found it hard to refrain from 
pointing out, that, after all, tliere is ,a  communitr of 
purpose between stndies of the course of civilization, 
wliether carried oot among tlie colonists of Pennsyl- 
vania or among thc Indians of New Ifexico. Inves-
tigntion of the lower races is made more obscure and 
difficult through the absence of the guidance of writ- 
ten history, but the principle is the same. 

A glance at  the tribes mliom Professor Moseley and 
I have seen iu the fnr west during the last few weelrs 
has shown one or tmo results nrliich may be worth 
stating; and one, merely l3arentlietica1, I think I 
must take leave to mention, though i t  lies outside the  
main current of my subject. 

Our look at  North-American Indians, of wliom i t  
has been my lot to write a good deal upon second- 
hand evidence, had, I am glad to say, a very en-
couraging effect; because it shon~ed, tliat on tlie 
whole, ~ n u c h  as the writings of old travellers ant1 
missionaries have to be criticised, yet if, when 
carefully compared, they agree in a statement, per- 
sonal inspection will generally verify that statement. 
One result of our visit has been, not a dimiuution, but  
an  increase, of tlie confidence with which both of 
u s  in future will receive tlie statements of travellers 
among the Indians, allowing for their often being 
based upon superficial observation. So long as we 
confine ourselves to things which tlie traveller says he 
saw and heard, we are, I believe, upon very solid 
ground. 

To turn to our actual experiences. The things 
that one sees among the Indian tribes who have not 
become so 'while '  as the Algonkins and the Iro- 
quois, but who present a Inore genuine picture of old 
America11 life, do often, and in the most vivid way, 
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prese~it traces of the same ptienomena which~ ~ i t h  
one is so familiar in old-world life. Iningi~le us 
sitting in a llouse just inside Califorllia, engaged irl 
wllat appeared to be a fruitless e n d e a ~ o r  on the part 
of l'rofessor Bioseleg to obtain a locli of hair of a 
i\Iojare to nc1,d to liis collectioil. The nian objected 
utterly. PIe sllooli Iris hentl. TVlleil pressed, he ges- 
ticulated slid tallietl. No: if lie gnre up tliat bit of 
hair, lie monlcl become (leaf, dumb, grow mad; and, 
when the medicine-mail caliie to drive away the 
malady, i t  wonld be of no Iia~reuse, lie w o ~ ~ l t l  to (lie. 
Now, all tllis represents a perfectly old-world group 
of ideas. If you tried to get a locli of hair in Italy 
or Spain, yon nliglit 1x2 met wit11 prcciscly tlic sarne 
resistance; ant1 youwonld find tliat the rexson ~ ~ o u l c l  
be nbsolut~ly the s a ~ n c  as t1i:it ~rliicli the ISojave ex-
pressed, -that by 11ien1is of tliat locli of hair one car1 
be bexvitclied, the colisequence heillg clisc;~se. Anel 
witliin t l ~ c  civilized world the old pliilosoplly ~vliicli 
accounts for disease in general as tlie il~trusiori 
of a maliynalit spirit still largely renlains; arid the 
exorcising sncli a demon is przctiseil by wliile 
Inen as a religious rite, even illcluding tlie act 
of exsnfffnting it, or blowilig it amay, which our 
&Iojavc Indian ilh~strateil by tlic gesture of hlomiilg 
a w a y  ari iriiagiriary spirit, ant1 wllich is me11 l r l io~r~i  as 
fornli~lga11art of the religioils rites of botli tllc Greek 
and Rornan church. Ilow is it tlint sucli correspolltl- 
e ~ c ewit11 olcl-worltl ceremonies slionld be fonnd 
aniong a tribe lilie tlic IIIojaves, al~parelltly llongo- 
lia11 peoplc, though separated gcograpl~ically from 
the Mongolia~~s TVliy docls tlie civilization, of Asia ? 
tire general state of culture, of the world, present, 
thro~~gl ioutits whole range, in time and space, plic- 
nonlells so wo~idcrfully siniilar and nnifornr :' 'rliis 
qucstion is easy to ask; but it is tlle question, \vhicl~, 
in I'ew ~vords, presents tlie p~~obleni wliicli, to all an- 
thropologists who o c c ~ ~ p y  tlicmselves with tlle history 
of ci~itnre, is a proi~lem full of tlic most cstremc 
diAicnl!,y, upon vllicli they will llave for years to 
morli, collrcti~lg antl classifying facts, in tlie liope 
t,liat a t  sonie time tlie lnclry tonch ~vil l  bernade ~viricli 
will ilisclose the answer. At present there is none of 
a11 absolute character. Tirerc is no day in my life, 
w11en I arn able to occ~ipy rliysclf wit11 a~illiropological 
work, in ~vliich my 111ind does not s~ving like a pen-
d u l ~ i ~ nbct~veen the t ~ v o  great possible answers lo 
this question. Have tlie ilescendants of a small 
group of lliarihti~id gone on teaching their cliiltlren 
the same set of itlcas, carrying t.hem on froni genera- 
tion to generation, from age to age, so that mlier~ they 
arc foluid in distant regions, anlong tribes ~vl-hich have 
become different even in bodily formation, they rep- 
resent the Iolig-inl~erited traditions of a coninlo~i 
ancpstry? Or is it tlial all over the xorld, man, 
l ~ e i r ~ gsnbst:tntially siniilar in mind, has again antl 
ag;iin, uncler siiiiilar circu~nst:lnces of lifc. dcvclo~~cel 
similar groups of ideas ancl custorl~s ? I cannot, I 
tliilrli, use tlie opportu~lity of standing at  this table 
Inore profitably thau by insistiilg, in tlie strongest 
ma,ilner wllicli I car1 find words to express, on tllc 
fundamcrltal importance of directing attention to this 
great problem, the solution of ~vliich will alone bring 

the study of civilization into its full development a3 
a science. 

Let me put before you two or three case.;, from es- 
amples ~vliicll I I~ IVBbeen bronght unrler my notice 
witlii11 the last few clays, as illostrat,ing the ways in 
wliicli tliis l~roblerrl comes bc.fore ns in ail its difli- 
c11lty. 

This morning, being in tlie museum wit11 Major 
Po~vell, Professor Aloseleg, :~nd  Jlr. ITolmes, loolring 
at  tile p r o d ~ ~ c t s  lifc i ~ i  the far west, my of Ilidiali 
attention mas instrumentscalled to certain c~u ' io~ls  
Ilaliging together in a case in wliicll nlusical instrn-
lncnts are contai~ied. Tlicsc consisted simply of flat, 
oblo~lg,or oval pieces of wood, fastened at  the end to 
a thong, so as to bc whirlctl round and round, caus- 
ilig a whirring or ro:~rilig noisc. The iiistrume~its in 
question came, orie from tlie TJtc Indians, arid one 
from tho Ziufiis. Ko~r,, if an h~rstralisn,  fincling him- 
self i~rspecting tlic Natio~lal museum, happerled to 
s t n ~ ~ i lin fl.ont of tlie case ill question, he would stop 
wit11 feeliligs not only of surprise, but probably of 
liorror; for this is a11 instr~unent wliicli to lii~ii repre- 
sents, n~ore  intensely than any tliing else, a sellse of 
mystery atl.ac11eil Lo liis own rnost important religious 
ceremonies, cspecinlly those of tlle i~ii t iat iol~ of youths 
to tlie l~rivilcyes of ~nanhood, ~vlicre a n  j i istr~l~nent 
quite si~iiilar in riatr~re is nsecl for tlie purpose of 
warning off women and cllilrlren. If this Australian 
T\-erc from the sonlli, near Bass Strait, his n:Ltix7e law 
is, tliat, if any T\-olnarl sees tliese instrliments, slie 
o~lglit imnlediately to he put to death ; and tile illas- 
tration mliicli he  monltl gire is, tlia!, i n  oltl tiri~es, 
,,lasrnania and Australia formed one continent, but 
tlial olic nnlncliy clay it so Iinppciicd that  certain 
boys fonnd one of tllesc instrumants hicldc11 in tlic 
busli, and slio~red it to their motliers, mhcrcnpon tlic 
sea burst up through tlie lanil in a del~rge, w l~ ic l i~ i c i~e r  
entirely sai~sidetl, but still reiiiains to separate Van 
Dieiiian's La~icl fro111 Australia. And, eve11 if a Caffrc 
from Soutli Africa \yere to visit thecollection, l ~ i s  at-
tention ~vould be drawn to the same instrulneilts, and 
lie wo~~l t l  be able to tell that  in liis country they mere 
nsccl for tlie purpose ,of making loud souniis, a11r1 
warning the vrolncri fro111 tlic cercmo~~icsattending 
tlic initiation of boys. EIow tlifl'ere~it tlie races and 
lang~~nges  gct lve liare the of austral it^ and Africa! 
sarne usc croppii~g out in conliection with tlic sanle 
instrarnimt; and, to cornplete its liistory. i t  must be 
added tliat there are passages of Grrelr literature 
mliicli sliolr7 pretty plainly tlial an  instramellt quite 
similar ~vas  nscd iii the mysteries of I~ncclins. The 
last point is, tlint it is a toy ae l l  l i~ io~vn to co~mtry- 
people, both in Germany alicl in England. I ts  English 
nanie is the ' bull-roarer ; ' auil, wlicn tlic chilrlrcn 
play with it in country T-ill:iges, it is linrclly possible 
(as I lrnow by,experience) lo tlistiiiguish its sound 
frorii tile bellowing of an angry bull. 

In ciidearori~ig to ascertain \~rhetlier the occnr-
rence of tlie ' ball-roarer' in so many regioris is to 
be explained by historical conriection, or by inde- 
pendent cleveloprnent, we liave to lalie into consider- 
ation, first, that it is an  apparatus so simple as 
possibly to have been fount1 out rriany tirncs; next, 
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that its power of emitting a sound audible at a great 
distance would suggest to Australians and Caff res 
alike its usefulness at religious ceremonies from which 
it was desired to exclude certain persons. Then we 
are led to another argument, into which I will not 
enter now, as to the question why women are excluded 
in the most rigid manner from certain ceremonies. 
But in any event, if we work it out as a mere ques­
tion of probabilities, the hypothesis of repeated re­
invention under like circumstances can hold its own 
against the hypothesis of historical connection ; but 
which explanation is the true one, or whether both 
are partly true, I have no sufficient means to decide. 
Such questions as these being around us in every 
direction, there are only two or three ways known 
to me in which at present students can attack them 
with any reasonable prospect of success. May I 
briefly try to state, not so much by precept as by ex­
ample, what the working of those methods is by 
which it is possible, at any rate, to make some en­
croachments upon the great unsolved problem of 
anthropology ? 

One of the ways in which it is possible to deal with 
such a group of facts may be called the argument 
from outlandishness. When a circumstance is so 
uncommon as to excite surprise, and to lead one to 
think with wonder why it should have come into 
•existence, and when that thing appears in two differ­
ent districts, we have more ground for saying that 
there is a certain historical connection between the 
two cases of its appearance than in the comparison 
of more commonplace matters. Only this morning 
a case in point was brought rather strongly under my 
notice; not that the facts were unknown, for we have 
been seeing them for days past at Zuni. The Indians 
of the north, and especially the Iroquois, were, as 
we know, apt to express their ideas by picture-writ­
ings, in. the detailed study of which Col. Mallery is 
now engaged. One sign which habitually occurs is 
the picture of an animal in which a line is drawn 
from the throat, through the picture of the animal, 
terminating in the heart. Now, the North-American 
Indians of the lake district have a distinct meaning 
attached to this peculiar heart-line, which does not 
attach to ordinary pictures of animals: they mean 
some animal which is living, and whose life is affected 
in some way by a charm of some kind. 

I t is expressly stated by Schoolcraft that a picture 
he gives of a wolf with such a heart-line means a 
wolf with a charmed heart. I t is very remarkable 
to find, among the Zuiiis, representations of deer and 
other animals drawn in the same manner ; and the 
natural inference is, that the magic of the Iroquois and 
the Zuiiis is connected, and of more or less com­
mon origin. I verified this supposition by asking Mr. 
Gushing, our authority on Zuni language and ideas, 
what idea was generally attached to this well-known 
symbol; and his answer was, that it indicated a living 
animal on which magical influence was being exerted. 
May we not, then, consider, — leaving out of the ques­
tion the point whether the Pueblo people invented the 
heart-line as a piece of their magic and the nomad 
tribes of the north picked it up from them, or whether 

it came down from the northern tribes and was 
adopted by the southern, or whether both had it from 
a common source, — that, at any rate, there is some 
ground, upon the score of mere outlandishness, for 
supposing that such an idea could not occur without 
there being some educational connection between the 
two groups of tribes possessing it, and who could 
hardly have taken it by independent development ? 

To mention an instance of the opposite kind: I 
bought a few days ago, among the Mojaves, a singular 
article of dress, — a native woman's girdle, with its 
long fringe of twisted bark. This, or rather two of 
these put on so as to form one complete skirt, used 
to be her only garment; and it is still worn from old 
custom, but now covered by a petticoat of cotton, 
generally made of several pocket-handkerchiefs in 
the piece, bought from the traders. Under these cir­
cumstances, it has become useless as a garment, only 
serving as what I understand is called in the civilized 
world a ' dress-improver;' the effect of which, in­
deed, the Mojave women perfectly understand, and 
avail themselves of in the most comic manner. Sup­
pose, now, that we had no record of how this fantastic 
fashion came into use among them: it has only to 
be compared with the actual wTearing of bark gar­
ments in Further Asia and the Pacific Islands in order 
to tell its own history, —that it is a remnant of the 
phase of culture where bark is the ordinary material 
for clothing. But the anthropologist could not be 
justified in arguing from this bark-wearing that the 
ancestors of the Mojaves had learned it from Asiatics. 
Independent development, acting not only where 
men's minds, but their circumstances, are similar, 
must be credited with much of the similarity of 
customs. It is curious that the best illustrations of 
this do not come from customs which are alike in 
detail in two places, and so may be accounted for, 
like the last example, by emigration from one place 
to another. We find it much easier to deal with 
practices similar enough to show corresponding work­
ings of the human mind, but also different enough 
to show separate formation. Only this morning I 
met with an excellent instance of this. Dr. Yarrow, 
your authority on the subject of funeral rites, de­
scribed to me a custom of the Utes of disposing of 
the bodies of men they feared and hated by putting 
them under water in streams, After much inquiry, 
he found that the intention of this proceeding was to 
prevent their coming back to molest the survivors. 
Now, there is a passage in an old writer on West 
Africa where it is related, that, when a man died, his 
widow would have herself ducked in the river in 
order to get rid of his ghost, which would be hang­
ing about her, especially if she were one of his most 
loved wives. Having thus drowned him off, she was 
free to marry again. Here, then, is the idea that 
water is impassable to spirits, worked out in different 
ways in Africa and America, but showing in both 
the same principle; wThich, indeed, is manifested by 
so many peoples in the idea of bridges for the dead 
to pass real or imaginary streams, from the threads 
stretched across brooks in Burmah for the souls of 
friends to cross by, to Catlin's slippery pine-log for 



tlie Choct;~w dcacl to pass t.lro dreadful river. 111 sr~clr 
corrcspolldencos ol' principle we tracc!, most-! clearly 
than in Inere repetitions of ;L cust,o~lr or belief, the 
c o ~ n ~ n u l ~ i l yof lumnlm inlellrct,. 

Ilut I rnrist I IOL tirr.11 t,liese ren~:~rlts  into nlrat, 
untier ortli~iary circ~lrrrst;~~~ces, be lecture.wonid a 
X Iiavc: bccn colopcllcd to address rr~yself, not so 
ml~clr to thc slatc~nelrt in broad torlns of gol~ersl  
p~.i~rciplcs,as t o  points of ilel:til of t,lris i<inil, ltccaasc 
i t  is ;rlrriost impossible, irr the prcsei~t, stitto of :irltluo- 
pology, to mark by :ibstracL terms; ant1 the best miig 
of eluciclstil~g a worlciqg-prirrciple is to iliscrlss solno 
:~ctu:cl case. 'I'hcrc are no\v two or tllrre 1)rnctical 
points on wlricli .Imay be allo~ved t,o say :I f e ~ vmorils. 

Tho  priirciple of tlevclo~~~irelrt civilizatio~i, \vllieh i ~ r  
rrl)resenLs olrc! s i~ le  of the grtnt  problclr~ I I I ~ L Y Cbeen 
sl)e:tltitig of, is now beginning to receive csl~ccial cnl- 
tivatiorr in Englnrrd. While no st lirirscnrrrs linve 11cclk 
a t  work, sii111)ly collectirrg obji:cts ; L I I ~ ~in~plemcnts, 
lhc museurn of Gt:~r. Pit.t,-llivc~.s, no\v about to bc re-
lnoveti frorn IAonilo~r to Oxfortl, is e~lt>irelg tlevolcd to 
the ~v~rlcirrg-out theory on a. scaleof the de~~elo111~1(?11t 
Irarclly :ttternptetl hitlrerto. 111 tlris museum arc col- 
lecletl speci~ncns of wcaporls :nid implanirnts, so as 
t,o ;tscc?rl.airr by n1r:~t steps they xn:iy be corrsitlt'rctl to 
have arisltrr atnong ~na~ll;irtcl, arrit to arrzmgf: l,lrerll it1 
collsecrrt,ive serics. I)evc?loplner~t, llow,cvcr, is not 
;tl\rays progress, but may worl; itself out ilrto lines 
of degeneration. There :we certsilr st:ilrs or socic:ty 
i n  ~v l~ ic l l  asl,he gi1ing-dow11 of arts ;~rrd scier~ces is 
iucvitabio a sl.a,tc of t,lri~r$:.sas progress is in tile nrore 
fort.unafc rcgions in wlriclt we live. ~\~itlrropolvgiat,s 
will wrtt.clr wit11 the greatesl i l~tercsl  wliat effect this 
mnseunr of elcveloplrlent will liave upon their scie~ice. 
Gon. I'itt-ltivers was led into tlrc: forrriatiorr of the 
renin1~1~;~bIe ill i~rt,ort:stingcollectioll ill clut:stion :LII 

Irianner. I Ie  clirl 1101 begin life eitliev as ail evolrl- 
t ic~~ristor as a11 ant.l~ropologist. i le  w:tS a solclicr. 
l l i s  bnsiiress! a t  :L p;trlicirl:tr. time of his life, was to 
s c r ~ ~ c  cornrl~ifti^ on s~rr:tIl-arms, appoint,ecl to rt!- on 
forru t h ~  arrn:~mcrrt oi the 13ritisl1 arnly, ~ ~ I r i c h  at, 
that, time was to a great extent only l>rovitletl with 
t,lro riroul, rrl~trnthfulof l~crcrrssi:)l~-~~rnRBcts.l l c  
tlicn foiiirtl tlrab :L rifle was nrr instrumc~~it  of gradu:tl 
growth; for the rrow t.orifics wlricli it was lris tlr~t~y 
inspect hat1 rot comc inlo i?xist,e~rcc at once :slril in-
elelteirtlcntly. T'l'l~crr i ~ e  c:cbnrc to looli carcf~tlly into 
tlrc Ilistory of his snhjecl, it. nppenrccl tlr:~t some one 
llad irnpro~~od t,llc? loci<, t,horr solrle one tlrc rilling, nnd 
t l ~ e ~ rol.hers 11;itl made fi~r.t,lic~. i~r~ljrovcir~el~ts;zurtl 
this process lioti gone 011, until :it ]:?.st tlit:re (*:ilrle 
illto cxistonce a gun. wl~icli, tlins p)c!ric:c:ietl, was ai)ie 
to lrold its ow11 io ;I permltncnt, form. Ire colloctotl 
the i~~ter.n~t:di:~te a goorl riRo stages t111.ongll wlriclr 
arose orrt, of :L b:d otre; ar111 the ir11.a begair 1.0 cross 
l ~ i sniirril t,l~;rt 1,lrc course of cllnngc: wlricll 1i:~p)perlc~il 
to riflrs was very 1nucli~v1i:~t ordirlarily Ilapl~errs wit11 
ot,her t,hings. So Ire set ahoat, collccl,irrg, alril fillet1 
lris lrouse f r o ~ n  the cellar to  lire at>l.ic, 11:iugirrg on lris 
walls series of :ill liintls of wealtolls ailcl ot,iier i~tstru- 
ineuts wllicl~ seemt:cl to 11irr1 to forln links in :I, great 
ellain of clevoiopmerrt. 'I'llo principle t.lrat t , l~us bc- 
came visible t,o him is 110%i11 wcnlrorr-tlcvelolr~r~c~~l 

less trnc tl~rongh t,l~e ~vlrole rang$: of eivilizai,ion ;aircl 
-tve slinll soon h~ al)l(: to s1101v to evory antliropologist 
wllo visits Oxford the results of tha t  altempt. hrtd 
~\.llcn tlrc clovcloprrrent t1:t:ory is seen in t,11:~1, way, 
exl~l :~i~i inztlie nalurc and origin of i ~ u r  actlri~l arts 
i ~ n d  cnslorns and itleas, : ~ n l  their gradual gro\vl,lr 
frorn r~rdcvant1 earlier stales oS eull.ure, then a ~ ~ t h r o -  
pology will come bi?fore tlic pi~hlic mind :IS a new 
mcnlrs of practical ilrst,rucliori irr life. 

Speaking of  tliis aspect of mitllropology leatls me 
to say a cvortl on anot,ller 1r;trdly less i~nportarlt~. On 
IIIY first visit to t,lris country, ~~i:arly thirty ycars ago, 
1~tiade:L jor~rriey in Mexico wit11 the Into 1Ie11ry 
(:llrist,y, a I ~ I : L ~ Iwlro irnyressecl his jtersonalily very 
11ccl)ly on llre nciclrcc: of man. I l c  wns led ir1t.o this 
sul),jrct by his co~r~rection 1)r. FIo(lgl.;i~~; ~vit~li  tlre two 
bcilrg :tt iirst il~lerctsted, frorri the pbilii~it.lrropisI.'s 
point of view, ill tile l)rescl.sat,ion of l,l~eless favored 
mccs of m:ill, and t,altir~g part in a socict,y for l,l~is 
lm'p(~sc,lniown :IS t11(: A!.l~origirics' protrctiorr society. 
'rhc obscrv;~tinli of the irrtligc~lo~tr tribes for philau- 
tllropic reasons broc~gllt tlre fact into vicw l.lrnt s u c l ~  
poo{~lej of low ctilture were ill tl~cmselvcsof tlrc 
higlrest intercsl :IS illnstrati~lg the v~lrole problem 
of at:i!:es of civiliz;~tiori ; and this brongl~t. ;&out tlre 
eat:tl~lislnncntof tlre J3thnctlogic;ll strcioty in 13i1=1:~1id, 
TIenrg Olrristy's co~irrcctio~iwith ~~llriclr origii~al,etl 
his 1)I:tri of Poi.nli~~gan et1111ologic:a.l lrruseitrti. 'rile 
fomrtlatiolrs of t.llc n o ~ v  cclc:hrai,etl Clrristy collection 
were 1:ziil orr our AIexicnlr joi~r~roy; ntiil 1nra3 ~ v i t , ~ ~ c s s  
to his extraorzlinnry powcAr of lino~ving, ~~~r lar rg l i t ,  
wlrat, it was tire 1)usirre.s~ oC an allt,lrl.oljoIc>gist to 
collect,, arlti 1v1rat to  leave iuicst~llcct,etl; 11o\' very 
nsolcss For a~~thropologic: purposes mere cru.iosi0ics 
are, :md how priceless are every-11a.y thi~r~gs. Thc two 
princi;)les whiclr t,ct~~L tlie sueccs.fi11 work of moat 1.0 
srmthropology--t,he systc?rr~;lt.ic collcctio~~of tlre pro- 
tincts oE each st,a$;t: of civiliz:tLion, ; n ~ d  tho arrsngc- 
lnc~r tof blleir scqr~o~rcc irk tlavelop~rrclil. -arc: t.11rus 
the 1e;uling i~?ot,ircs of our two great ar~tlrrol~ological 
111llScllfrls. 

'ro my rnind, olic of the iriosl; ri:~rtnrliable tlrings 
I I ~ t ~ v csee11 in Illis country is tlio ~vorkiiig of 1 . 1 1 ~  
:Ihlrea,rt of et11iroli)gy n,s jta1.t of t l ~ cgi:neral \vorI<irrg 
of the governn~errt clcp;trt~rieut to ~vlrictr if, I~t:lorigs. 
I t  is not for Ino, on this occnsit)rr, to i lesr~~ibetire 
working of the Srr~itltsoiriar~ ii~st,it,~~liorr, re-\vit,h ils 
search ir1111 pul~lii::&l~it~ii (:xtcnditig :il~nost tiirouglr tlrc 
wlrole raa.1111 of science; nor to speali of tlic services of 
t1r:it eminent iiivesligator and orgaliizer. Prof. Spen- 
ccr 1'. Iinird. witli tllc I t  is tllc ilcp;urtrrr:?rrL occ~~pied 
science o f  rlinrl of \viricli 1 l r n ~ eexpcriellce; arlcl I do 
not, tl-rinlc that  :r.nynrliere else i n  Lilt! ~vorld such ~ ~ 1 1  

otfici:~l I)ody of sltillotl :trrtl~ropolo~ists,e ~ e l i  know- 
ing llis ow11 slicci;il worli, and iltlvot,c;l to it, can he 
l)arallclctl. Tlrc I3n1,eau of rtlrrrolo~g is at  present 
devotirlg itself espei:i;~lly lo tilt. worlcinq-11p of tile 
Unitc5tl St:il,es, : L I I ( ~  t,o llie ,Itncrit3n.n col~t,iricnt irt 
general, I)irt not, i~eglcctilrg other parts of tlre worl(1. 
And 1 urtrst; say t11a.t 1 have secrr wit11 tlre ~rt.irlost. 
iiltcrcst, t.lle tnanner ilk which llro cer~tml org:irris~f~ 
of tlrc l<erreai~ of ctkirology is perforuti~rg Llle f a ~ ~ c -  
tiolis of an a~~ la s sc r  nntl collcccor of :ill t,lrat is worth 
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knowing; how Major Powell is not only a great ex­
plorer and worker himself, but has the art of infus­
ing his energy and enthusiastic spirit through the 
branches of an institution which stands almost alone, 
being, on the one hand, an institution doing the work 
of a scientific society, and, on the other hand, an in­
stitution doing that work with the power and lever­
age of a government department. If we talked of 
working a government institution in England for 
the progress of anthropology in the way in which it 
is being done here, we should be met with — silence, 
or a civil answer, but with no practical result; and 
any one venturing to make the suggestion might run 
the risk of being classed with that large body de­
scribed here as ' cranks.' The only way in which 
the question can be settled, how far a government 
may take up scientific research as a part of its legiti­
mate functions, is by practical experiment; and some­
how or other your president is engaged in getting 
that experiment tried, with an obvious success, 
which may have a great effect. If in future a prop­
osition to ask for more government aid for anthro­
pology is met with a reply that such ideas are 
fanatical, and that such schemes will produce no 
good results, we have a very good rejoinder in 
Washington. The energy with which the Bureau of 
ethnology works throughout its distant ramifications 
has been a matter of great interest. I t is something 
like what one used to hear of the organization of the 
Jesuits, with their central authority in a room in a 
Roman palace, whence directions were sent out which 
there was some agent in every country town ready 
to carry out with skill and zeal. For instance: it 
was interesting at Zuni to follow the way in which 
Col. and Mrs. Stevenson were working the pueblo, 
trading for specimens, and bringing together all that 
was most valuable and interesting in tracing the 
history of that remarkable people. Both managed 
to identify themselves with the Indian life. And one 
thing I particularly noticed was this, that to get at 
the confidence of a tribe, the man of the house, 
though he can do a great deal, cannot do all. If his 
wife sympathizes with his work, and is able to do it, 
really half of the work of investigation seems to me 
to fall to her, so much is to be learned through the 
women of the tribe, which the men will not readily 
disclose. The experience seemed to me a lesson to 
anthropologists not to sound the ' bull-roarer,' and 
warn the ladies off from their proceedings, but rather 
to avail themselves thankfully of their help. 

Only one word more, and I will close. Years ago, 
when I first knew the position occupied by anthro- • 
pology, this position was far inferior to that which it 
now holds. I t was deemed, indeed, curious and 
amusing; and travellers had even, in an informal way, 
shown human nature as displayed among out-of-the-
way tribes to be an instructive study. But one 
of the last things thought of in the early days of 
anthropology, was that it should be of any practical 
use. The effect of a few years' work all over the 
world shows that it is not only to be an interest­
ing theoretical science, but that it is to be an agent 
in altering the actual state of arts and beliefs and in­

stitutions in the world. For instance: look at the 
arguments on communism in the tenure of land in 
the hands of a writer who thinks how good it would 
be if every man always had his share of the land. 
The ideas and mental workings of such a philoso­
pher are quite different from those of an anthropolo­
gist, who knows land-communism as an old and still 
existing institution of the world, and can see exactly 
how, after the experience of ages, its disadvantages 
have been found to outweigh its advantages, so that 
it tends to fall out of use. In any new legislation on 
land, the information thus to be given by anthropol­
ogy must take its place as an important factor. 

Again: when long ago I began to collect materials 
about old customs, nothing was farther from my 
thoughts than the idea that they would be useful. 
By and by it did become visible, that to show that a 
custom or institution which belonged to an early 
state of civilization had lasted on by mere conserva­
tism into a newer civilization, to which it is unsuited, 
would somehow affect the public mind as to the ques­
tion whether this custom or institution should be 
kept up, or done away with. Nothing has for months 
past given me more unfeigned delight than when I 
saw in the Times newspaper the corporation of the 
city of London spoken of as a ' survival.' You have 
institutions even here which have outlived their origi­
nal place and purpose; and indeed it is evident, that, 
when the course of civilization is thoroughly worked 
out from beginning to end, the description of it from 
beginning to end will have a very practical effect 
upon the domain of practical politics. Politicians 
have, it is true, little idea of this as yet. But it al­
ready imposes upon bodies like this anthropological 
society a burden of responsibility which was not at 
first thought of. We may hope, however, that, under 
such leaders as we have here, the science of anthro­
pology will be worked purely for its own sake; for, 
the moment that anthropologists take to cultivating 
their science as a party-weapon in politics and reli­
gion, this will vitiate their reasonings and arguments, 
and spoil the scientific character of their work. I 
have seen in England bad results follow from a pre­
mature attempt to work anthropology on such con­
troversial lines, and can say that such an attempt is 
not only in the long-run harmful to the effect of an­
thropology in the world, but disastrous to its imme­
diate position. My recommendation to students is to 
go right forward, like a horse in blinkers, neither 
looking to the right hand nor to the left. Let us do 
our own work with a simple intention to find out 
what the principles and courses of events have been 
in the world, to collect all the facts, to work out all 
the inferences, to reduce the whole into a science; 
and then let practical life take it and make the best 
it can of it. In this way the science of man, ac­
cepted as an arbiter, not by a party only, but by the 
public judgment, will have soonest and most perma­
nently its due effect on the habits and laws and 
thoughts of mankind. 

I am afraid I have not used well, under such short 
and difficult conditions, the opportunity which you 
have done me the great pleasure and honor of giving 
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me hero. 1 l ~ t r e  trietl? s s  I saiti I wiiulil, t,o pnt, 
in the sitriplest way bcf~~rc? you some c20irsitler:~tiorrs 
wllicl~ ixpl)enr to me :is of present, i ~ ~ ~ p o r t a n c e  in orlr 
scic>ilce, boll1 in tllc old ~vorltl antl iri t,lie llcrn, :tntl 
I t , l ~ a ~ l kyou in t,lla liea,rtiest way possible for t,lie 
opport~ui~ityyo11 hnvt? give11 rnc to  d o  this. 

\IT%: have been favoretl by JI:r,jor E. W. C>l:~rk, 
cliic?f of the lbeverr~te rrlarine I~iirn:rrr, \+-it11 thc follow- 
ing abstract of exl~lora.tii~nson the l<un?ak or i<~lulr 
Iiiver of Alaska, 1r1:~de c111ri11g t l ~ c  scL:tson of 1884 hy 
a party fror~r t.11~ lJ. S. sle:&mcr Corwin, (:al)t,. IIoaly. 
T l ~ c  p:trty corul~risetl Lirlrl. .J. C:. Cant.\\-ell, co111- 
~ r~s i id i i~g ,  1C1igillct:r S.sssist,t:d by Secoi111-i\~si~t;lIII 

B. hIcLcnegan, n cjuart,crrnaster, Elrc~ti:ln, l ~ ~ i n c r ,  and 
i~llerpreter: an11 was furnislrctl wit11 two s~nal l  boats 
a11d tlic C o r ~ i ~ l ' s  They left tlrc Cor- s t e s ~ ~ ~ - l : ~ ~ ~ n c I i .  
win at  Cape L<rusc~ister~l, Jrlly 8,  ar~tl  tlie Eollo~ving 
morning rntercd IIot,ha~n Illlet, 11y :I prscl.ic:tbln cira~i- 
ncl four or fivc f:%tho~ns tlecp, w1iii:li enters tlkc irilrt 
close lo i!,s eastern poirlt or 11c;tdlaiid. 'File castern 

the rivar, 1ritlict.to rlniformiy low, began to be ~ t ~ o r e  
clevslc~l, airti t l ~ o  cnrrt'tit i!~crc!;lsed to thrcc nliles 
I t . Tllc conrsc? of 111i: rivcr was oxtrcrncly 
tortuons. Anotl~c~r~ i l l nge  \i7:ts seen OI I  {,lie lefC 
l)mrli, OII a Irigh I)lai.lc bli~lT, :it f o r~ r  I , . \ ? .  T l ~ cdcl)!,h 
of i l ~ e  river illcrcasthtl t.o iivc! fat,horris: its ~vitlth 
varietl, beiirg fro111 ii;~li' to thrc,e-q~r:~rt.ei.sof a niile. 
JIarly oflslroots of the nl;~irr strc!:arrl Tverc: rrolieeil, all 
est~clirlirig to the trori1lwnr.d siril 71--r:sr,\vard. l'lte 
Eollowi~~qd:~y a gooci growth of pino. bircl~,:mil 
willow i~tloriied tlrc 1);~11ks,wliiclr llnd previously 
slrown only slrr~tbl~cry.A t  Ilnlf-pasl, eight A.M. 

a large westerly arrn w:~s ~rassetf, which, al:cc~rtliirg 
tso t l ~ e  nat,ivo gnicli:, wau t11c Isst aim of t.lic; delts, 

flowed illto t.l~c \+,estc:r.~i p;trL of 1Jotli:ini Inlet. 
At noou tile party oltt,ainetl ob$erva.tioris, placing 
tlierrl iri Iatitutlc (:So 65'.::, and wesl, longi~ntlt:181" 
46'. A l  li;tlf-~)ast two 11.31. a st?rie:: of icc-cliffs, lilie 

l,liosc crk' Eschsoholtn Bay, was obsct,vetl, composed 
of a soliil rnass of ict: c.stenili11g tllrec-qr~arti.rs of 
:I aiilo along t,llt> left, balik, coverrtl by ;I thin lnyor 
of dark-coloretl csartli, a.~rd rising to :L Iroigl~t of a 
lriurtlrctl and fifty feet. Troes rvorc growing on ishe 
surface. I J ~ Ito this pointt :%nd for soine distance 
farther, not, a siugle stone or pcbl~le mas to I><: secli, 

shores of the inlet :&re cotnl)osed of ~ 1 : ~ y  
hlnffs :&bout l.-rvo liuntlretl Tcel; higlr, I~acketl lty ~o l l i ng  of larzt? 1u:lsses of the soft cartliy lta111ts untlernliiic8d 
antl so~~t,hcrri  :&rrtl tlie silencc was frcquontly distrrrbed by tlre 1':i.Il 

1 . Tlle o;>posite sl~orc:, Irowever, xtts lorv ant1 by [,lie st.rong cru.reilt. 011tllc al't.en~ooli of tile 1:Ith 
smi~ml1y, with rnarly lagool~s, tile native gt~ide s t a t , i~~g  :L s1,rctcll of rivcr c,sto~~tlirig t~l)oclt; six milt?s in a 
that  this was tho JCowali tlclta, whicll 11:~s fiftccri 
morrtlis, ant1 cstc!ritls some fiEt,y tnilos ililalrtl. T l ~ c  
temporalnro at  illis t,irirc :~veri~gotl SOo or, 00° F. dur-
ing ttlic tlay. A t  seven o'clocli on the 101.h of ,July a 
break nras seen in t,hc lowland of tlic: clclt:~, where 
a Irigll 11eak a11entl mid :I, 1li:Ii ir~lai'f lroirrt 011 tlrc 
wester11 sliore form a rwn~o  lor the t:liar~lieI e~ileiirig 
tho rivcr. 'Slrc cli:tll~lcl is :tborit two lri~r~dred ynrds 
wicle, witli two and a llalf fi~tl-lo~nsleast water at, 
l;lic time thc i m t y  ent,orctl. 7'he I)ar~lisare lorv and 
n~iwshy, wit.11 a tlnnse growtlr oC 1r4llow arril birch, 
:~ l r i l  harborctl inyristls of rriosiluit~oes. At, t,c!i A.M. 

ricxl day a, collcctior~ of Innnit hu!;~was seen, teri- 
anted by only orre family ; i t  t,hal; cl:~te~. The h:~nks of 

norbli-casterly direction wzts rc:rcl~etl, wlricl~ olfei.cd 
a benlrtit'nl prospect,. L o'1'11~ rivcr ~ \~i t le r r t~ l  lii~1I' a 
mil?, with low grcscrl It:il~lis, rvhilo I~cyorrcl a ril.ngc of 
rrtgged ~ n o ~ ~ ~ l l a i n s  coultl Ilc sc.?~~. At, tile c~l i l  of the  
six-rt~ilo roncll w:~s :I. sircc~cssion oC high bhiI'Ss, 
c:rxrst?tl by t h r  foot-lrills coltlir~g ilomn to tile rirer, 
\vit,ll :t narrow, rocliy beacli, the siopc.s wooilnd wit,li 
pinc and jr~iiipcr. 'rlrcrc wc, i~  ni:trly very fragrant 
wiltl-fln~ver.s, :~riil tlie rnosq~~iloes tlie otily tlis- were 
tnrbing t!lc~nel~l. This, rvliiel~ wns nxrrtcxtl l1 i~hl :~nr l  
(:ankl), mas :a\~ont, eigl1t.y ulilt?~ frorir the t?i~lrxnco of 
the r i ~ ~ e r .  Abont o~rcr > . , > I . ,  on the 14tl1 oi' .311ly, the  
niorctl~ of tho Sqriirrcl ICiver of l.lio ~l:ltirc~s way 
rcaclietl, corning in ironr tlic nc,rtli--east. I ts  source 


