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ancl when the envirorirnerit in general is conducive to nihilism ; Socialisni and tlie social questioli : 
prosperity. Since the evil effects of inter-breeding Progress and poverty ; 1Ienry George. 
become more nlarked as the environment becornes 
Iess favorable, and as male birtlis are then in escess, 
11e believes that the escessire production of inalcs is 
an adaptation which has gra~lually been acquired by 
natural selection, for tlie purpose of yreventing close 
inter-breeding a t  the tinie when i t  is injurious; but, 
as an injurious property cannot be established by 
natural selection, the evil effects of inter-breeding 
cannot be primary. The en11 which is advantageo~~s,  
and which has been secured by natural selection, is 
the  crossing or sexual union of individuals which 
are not closely related. As the object of crossing 
is to secure variability, i t  is rnost necessary v h e n  
change is needed; that  is, when the conditions of 
life are unfavorable. 

Natural selection has accordingly acted to secure 
this by rendering the offspring of a c1,oss more able 
to resist an unfavorable change than the offspring of 
closely related parents, or the  parthenogenetic chil- 
dren of a single parent; and the excessive production 
of males under an unfavorable eiivironi~lerit is for 
the purpose of securing variation, rather than the 
prevention of inter-breeding. 

This very suggestive topic opens Inany fields for 
researcll where our information is very scal~ty;  ancl 
any readers of Science who are able to contribute 
information regarding the nurnber of births of each 
sex in wild or c a p t i ~ e  or do~rlestic animals will help 
to  a clearer insight into an extremely interesting :mi  
important problem. The writer will gladly receive 
and tabulate informatio~l upon this point, and will 
give proper credit to contributors. 

W. I<. Bnoons. 
.Tol~llaHopkilrs 1111i\-ersity,13nltimorc. 

Coateiizpo~ary socialism. By JOEXXRAE, M . A  
New Pork ,  Scribner, 1884. 13 f 455p. go. 

Axosc: tlie merits of this volume niay be 
nientioneil the spirit with v~liich the subject of 
socialism is approacliecl. The author, uncler- 
stancling that his position is not that of an ad- 
vocate either of esisting society or of any pro- 
posed future social form, attempts to present 

The arrangement of topics is not at all what 
one might espect, and is due, perhaps, to the 
fact that the boolr consists, in part, of articles 
l)re-\-iouslj publishecl in the Contemporary rr- 
view and the British quarterly. These have 
been enlarged, and sul>plemented with acldi-
tional chapters, and tlie old and new are not 
well joinctl together. I t  exhibits more or less 
of the character of pntchwork in Inally places ; 
each chapter not leading naturally to the fol- 
lowing, nor being an ontgromtli of what lias 
preceded. Thus Lassalle, who built on Alars 
ancl Itodbertas, T Y ~ I ~ant1 simply interpretetl 
tlieir cioctrines to the colrilnoii people, liinciling 
in their breasts a fire of enthusiasm not yet 
euting~iislied, is treated in the second chal2ter ; 
while Karl Mars ,  his logical predecessor, fol- 
lows. I<oclhertns, the father of scientific so- 
cialisrn in Germany, of vhoin I l a r x  is  only a 
further evolution, receives no separate treat- 
ment a t  all, anti is barely allnded to in the 
c1iaptc.r on Illarlo. The greatest figure ill 
modern socialis~n is tllus pnssed by in scarcely 
half a dozen worcls, in n mork profe'essing 
to give a picture of conte~nporstry socialisin. 
French socialisnl fires scarcely better, receix -
ing only three or four pages in the introdoc- 
tory chapter, ancl that in a worli of four 
handred and fifty-five pages. This is certain- 
ly inailequate. IIenry George, on the other 
hand, who, it is aclinowleclgecl, is not :L socialist 
in the orilinary acceptation of tllr term, re-
ceives seventy-seven pagei. 

'l'he book is a disap~.,ointn~ent; because it is 
a series of detached essa? s ,  instead of a con-
nected whole, and is not mhat a perusal of 
the author's articles in the Conternpo~trry re- 
view iniglit reasonably have lecl one to expect. 
The entire work betrays either indolence, or 
lack of sufficient time for the adequate per-
forrnance of the author's tasli ; for it ought 
to have beell re-written, tlie style improved, 
a niore philosophical ancl symmetrical arrange- 

an imlx~rtial but critical account of the scl ie~i~es ment secured, ancl more careful attention 
wliich contemporary socialists assure us l-rill 
inalig~lrate an earthly p~raclise. 3lr .  Iiae in- 
dulges neither in abuse nor declalnation nor 
frightened olztcry, but manifests a judicial 
cal~nness of tenipernment, befitting a nian of 
s c i e~~ce .  

The scope of this ~ ~ o r l c  is inclicnted by tlie 
titles of tlie chapters. I\ liicll are the following : 
hltroclnctory, co~itaining a preliminary surrey 
of tlie field : Ferdinand Lassalle ; liar1 J ln r s  ; 
The fccleralism of Carl Dlarlo ; The socialists 
of tlie chair : ?'lie C'liristian socialists : IZnssinn 

given to the most recent phases of con-
temporary socialism. Parts of the book were 
uritten se\-era1 yenrs ago, and, though per-
lial~s true then. are not accurate now ; and, 
even in the apparently xilore receiit additions. 
there is all oversight of ~vha t  is transpiring 
a t  the prese~it time. Thns, on p. 56, Mr. 
IZae uses these words : E~~glanclis  tlie 
only great C O L ~ ~ I ~ I . ~socialism lias atwhere 
present neither organ nor organization that 
reaches the pnblic eye or ear." This sonntls 
strange, for in this cotui~try we hear frcquent1~- 
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of the dcinocratic federation,' ancl at least classes. Their parades, mottoes, labor-unions, 

three periodicals of a raclically socialistic na- newspapers, conveations, and congresses tcll 

turc arc  supported, --viz., the monthly To- the tale ; but of 311 these, R a e  has little 0.1' 

cia?/, and the weeklics Justice ancl Cl~vistia~l nothing to say. 

socialist, -while IIyndman's boolis, ' England The  book is  timcl-, ancl i t  is  unfortunate 

for all,' - T h c  historical basis of socinlism,' that  our author did not clo bimsclf better 

ctc., 11ar.e certainly attractctl wicle rliscussion, justice i n  a more carefully preparerl treatise. 

a s  have also the contributions of the poct 

J lorr is  t o  the  literature of socialisin. Amcri-

can socialistic moue~iicnts likewise receive 

entirely iilaclequatc nttcntion ; and tlic im-

pression is  coiircyed that  there is  pr:~ctical- 

ly  no Amcricml socinlism, -a most ratlical Dac n~,tlii: der elcle. Kp E. S L E ~ S .Abteililng i. 

error. I,t?ip"ig,F ~ e g t n g ,1883. 310 p., illustr. 4 O .  


One of the pcculiaritics ol' moticrn socinlism 

i s  its ~ ~ n e s l ~ e c t e t l n c s s  1 ) ~ . E i ~ rAI:I) SIJI:~.of lTienna. IT ell Baon 11

R 1icie1 er i t  makes its ap- 

pearance. 'Sliis is brought out in bevela1 l~ laces  alllong geological rcatlcri for his original writ- 


by Mr. The .  Referring to (:elinan socialism, i i ~ p s011 the structural rclntions of cnrtllqunkc 

building, has in  
oil p. 61 he s a j  s ,  '. l'rofessor 1,oienz 1oil distnrbaiices : x i ~ ~ ion n ~ o ~ i n t a i ~ i  


'itein of' \'iciiiia, . . . who miotc an acntc preparation a more general worlr on the F:lcc 


:rnd thoughtful booli oil French coinmuiiisni in  of tllc cart11,' i l l  which lic nttclllpts, by a 


184% sa, i11 tliat ~ ~ w r k .  
that  Germany, unlike 
1:1ance, ancl particularly li:iiglancl, hacl iiotliii~g 
to fcar frorn socinlism because C:crman- 11:rd no 
proletariate to  sl)eak of. Yet  in twenty J cars 
w\-e find Germany becoiile sucldenly Ihe thcntrc 
of the most iiiiportant and fowiiclable emhodi- 
~iieiitof socialis~il thzt  has  angn~licre appearetl." 
'I'l~is is  a correct statement. Again and again 
i t  was said that  communisin r a s  a 1"cnch 
tiisease, from which ( iermang liatI iiotliii~g to 
fear ; as lier peace-loving, lnl)orious, frugal, ant1 
coi~teiitecl laborcis co~llcl lie\ er l~ccome inficted 
with the poison of tiiscontent. Kow, to  use :i 

soci:llistic l~lirase. \lie leads the labor battalions 
of the ~xoiltl .  Less l l ln~i  ten ;)-ears sincc, 
l<nglislimcii l>oastecl tliat sociaiislli n :IS a conli- 
nc~r ta l  l~ laguc ,  fiolrl ~vliich tlic fiee institntions 
of Kngland, and the m n i i l ~ ,  self-icliant chni- 
:acter of her sons, forex cr c,selnptcd the 1:iitisli 
Isle : n o ~ vi t  is d011btf~11 nl~et i lcr  iocial is~n has 
: ~ i i jn here a nioi c ~cspcctnble fblloning, ai,tl 
e17c1i the goueri~mcnt  i~ influcncctl by soc~nlistic 
ideas. .L tinge of sotsialisrn is difY~lsii~g itself 
over tllc i~lslitutions of I'hgla~lcl, tlie classic 
land of laissez,fai?e. >Lnil 111 I\inerica l ion 
proud has been oilr self-confidence ! With 
~J-l-hathatisfaction liax-e we pointecl t o  our hrontl 
praiiies, ofrering homes to all ! T i t h  what con 
tentment have n e talliecl about the prosperity 
of the American laborer ! With  what scoln hnvc 
we rcfcriecl t o  the lxtnper labor of 1i:urope ! c~i t i ca l  rcuiew of reccr~ t  studies. t o  correct :r 
i'j~irely no sane lnnn c o ~ l c l  espect  n social number of surviving errors, ancl prepare tllc 
disease likc socialisrn in  tlie llnitecl Stattis. grounclwork for a11 unprejucliced view of 6--
But  here i t  is,  ant1 it  is n o ~ h e r e  making inore nainical geology. T h e  first pa r t  of the ~ o r I i ,  
rapid strides. T h e  proof of this is on el ery already publishecl. coiltains a disc~lssiol: of 1110- 
I ~ a n d .  I t  is but necessary to  open one's eyes. tioils in  the outer crust of the earth, and of 
anil watch the inorcinents of the laboring the  structure ailcl course of some of the larger 


