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Ergot nectar. 
During the past summer I received a kind of grass 

from several of the northern states, which was sent 
me under the name of manna-grass. I t  proved to be 
Glycerin fuitans. I t  was stated that the bees were 
gathering large quantities of very delicious horley 
from this grass. I could readily believe tlie report, as 
the  grass was covered with sniall crystals, as if it might 
have been wet, and dipped illto gm~lnlatecl sugar. 
This sugar was very sweet and pleasant; and I have 
no doubt, that, like the nectar from Aphides, i t  ~vonld 
be ~vholesome winter food for bees, and no injury in 
honey for the marliet. The bees expressed the same 
opinion, as I learrl that  they wonld not leave this 
grass even for clover or linden bloom. 

Upon examination, I found that the grass mas 
covered with ergot grains, and that  the nectar was a 
secretion frorn this poisonous fungus. 

We see, then, that  ever1 the lioisonous ergot, which 
I believe some of our best veterinary scholars thinli 
caused the so-called ' foot and nlouth disease' among 
the cattle of Karlsas last winter, has its wholesome 
uses. Why the ergot secretes this pleasant sweet, is 
hard to answer. The nectar, doubtless, serves the 
flmgus in some way. A. J .  COOK. 

Agricultural college, Michigan, 

Nov. 25. 


7'NIZ ' OLD STONE ATILL ',' A 1' NE WI'OR 2'. 

FIXIIINGmyself in Newport lately, I toolr 
occasion to make some measurements upon 
that old circular building about whose origiil 
(wlicti.~er Ellglisll or Norse) there has been so 
much dispute. I have not the sliglitest title 
t o  an opinion upon that subject, in  which I have 
only a metrological concera. The building is 
circular. and rests upon eight cjlindrical pil- 
lars. It is of such B size that any one would 
say, before measuring it,  that the pillars would 
be circ~uinscribedby a circle of fonr yards 
raclius, anrl inscribed by oile of thrce yards 
raclius. The builcliilg co~ild not have bccn 
erected without a draning to scale, so that a 
unit of length must have been employed, anc3 
that unit (whcthcr Norscnien or 1i;nglish were 
the builders) mould uadoubteclly be :z foot. 
The Icelaiidic foot was, I take it,  the same 
as Dci~marli ailil the Scanclinavinii couiitries 
used up to the ailoption of the metric s ~ s t c i n  ; 
that is to say. it coiliuiclcd with the Prussian 
foot of 12.36 inches English. 

I ihuiicl the diameters of the structure, mcas- 
urecl a t  tllc pillars, as follo~rs : -
larorn or~ t~ ic ie  to outside of the 

sbnfts. E o t ~ ~ e e ntlrc inward sides. 
24 feet 8 inci~cs.  18 feet G inelleu. 
24 " 8 " 18 " 5 " 
2 4 "  9 " 18 " 4 " 
24 " i ' 4  1s " 5 " 

-- -- - ~ 

Mean . . 24 feet 8 inches. Ilea11 . . 18 feet 5 inches. 

I thii~li.there call be little question that these 
lengths were meant to be 24 and 18 of the f'eet 

~isecl. Ea t  supposing that 1 ought to have 
gone, say, farther out for the outer diameter 
(for instance, as far as the bases of the pillars 
extend), then I ought to have cat off the iater- 
nal measure by the snrr~e amouut ; so that tlie 
mean of the two measures that I have talrea i s  
allnost certainly 21 of the origir~al feet. This 
niean is 21 feet 64 inclles, whicl~, dividecl by 21, 
gives 12.31 i~iches as  the length of the foot 
used. Resides the two lengths just mentioned, 
I fo~rnd 110 other of sufficient magiiitnde. 
which I conlcl conveniently measure, except the 
heights of the pillars. These appear to bc 
intended to be S feet from tlie top of the base 
to the npper side of the cap-stones. T l ~ clatter 
are 6 inches thicli, as well as I could judgc, 
l c a ~ i i ~ g'7Q feet for the height between the base 
aiid capital. This coulcl reaclily be measureti 
with a tape-line, anct was nieasured on the in- 
sicles of the pillars a t  two places on each pil- 
lar, -one a t  the right, and thc other a t  the 
left. The following are the results :-

South n1;ch. TITest arcli. 

arch. arch. arch. arch. 

arch. Nortli arch. 

The mean of these is 7 feet 83  incl~es; but 
the two south-west pillars are so different from 
the others, thnt I think it is more satisfactory 
to adopt tlic micldlii~g heights. Excluding, 
then, tlie two highest and two shortest pillars, 
the othtxrs measure 

7 feet S inclics. 
7 " 8: " 

7 " 82 6' 

7 " 79 " 
~.~~ -.- ~~---

hfexn . . 7 feet 3: i l i ehe~ .  

Outer Ti~nor 
rliameter. diaoieter. 

Frrsnrne(1 intentional ) 24 ft, 
metisure, ill. 18 ft. 0 in. 

Same iir English feet, 
18 " 5.6  " 

G~lglisll inclics, 
Same, if foot I I - E ~N ~ S  

t h c  Scandiir:rvi;ul jq4,, 8,6  
foot of 12.36 Englisli ' 18 " 6.5 " 
inches, 1 

Observeil . . . . . '24 " 8 " 18 " 5 " 

I made some other measures, which, though 
1tliiilli them of 110 v:zlue for determining the 
\ alue of tllc foot, I proceed to  give. 

The  tape-line is lii.1ieveil to require about half an inch negil- 
tivc correction for :ill the measures. l'his has not been applied, 
as I have been unnblr to obtain the tape to verify the correction. ~' 
I n  any case, such a correction is negligible In measuring so rongli 
a structure. 
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Heighta of the pillars on the 
ootdde. 

I feet 34 inchcs. 
7 't 2 " 

a' 4 .' 
7 8. 6 $$ 

7 '4 3 4. 

7 " I0 " 
7 .. 7 8 .  

7 $4 5 '. 
Meen . . ;feetb&inches. 

Circumferences of the pillars. Sockets for jamb below. I Wcst window. 

10 f;ft If in;!es. 
f h  : : 10 2 

10 ‘a 0 ‘I Depth. . . . 0 2) *' 
g '. 9 '' Original height of frame, 2 
9 " 94 feet. 

Diameters of bases of columns 
(most regular). 

Breadth . . . 2 h. 2in. 

Higher eocket. 

Booth-west niche. 
Mean. . 9 feet 11.6 inches, 

~ r e n d t b  . . . l f i . ~ i n .  
giringdinmeter, 3feet 2.1 inches. Height . . . . 1 .' 3 ‘6 

3 feet 10 inches. 
3 " 9 t  ;: : :: " 

Breadth . . . 1 ft. 6 in. 1 " 4 4' Height . . . 

M ~ P D  . . 3 feet 93 inches. 

Circumferences of bases. 

12 feet 2 inches. 
11 " 9 " 
12 " 1 " 
12 " 2 " 

Mean . . I2 feet Of inches, 

aorres onding 
to d L e t e r .  3 " 10 

Fireplace. 

Breadth . . . 3ft. 5in. 
Height . . . 4 "  0.4 

Breadth nnt'base, 2 " I " 

Niche on the right of Bre- 
place. 

Breadth 2 h  3 5. 
Height : : : 2 "' lt 

Small niche or socket on 
eouth side. 

Breadth . . . 1 R 61 in. 
Height . . . 1 8 

eouth window. 

Tlelght outdde, 2 ft. 54 in. 
Breadth . . . 2.42 4 4  

My ladder was too short to enable me to 
measure the upper parts. 

Without wishing to express any archeologi- 
ical opinion whatever, I cannot refrain from 
saying, that, as far as I could perceive, all the 
rough-cast covering the walls, the smooth mor- 
tar in the sockets, etc., were a part of the origi- 
nal mortar. There is a certain amount of later 
mortar, but it is readily distinguished upon 
close inspection. 

The fireplace has two flues ; and the windows 
formerly had frames, as if for holding glass. 
The projections of the pillars beyond thc upper 
part of the tower suggest that there might 
have bcen a ledge upon which a miller could 
climb to turn round the axis of the sails of 



the wind-mill. The t n  o sepninte flues to tlie 
fireplace miplit prc\ cnt thc drnnglls from being 
interfered nit11 by the axle. Brit ~ o u l c l  not 
:t fire in a grist-inill be tlaiigerous? 

'I'lle heart11 of the Eirc:)lxcc, \I as clc\ atrd 
above the floor, as i11 forge. The builcling 
had two stories a1 )o~e  tlic~ gi.onilc1. I t s  total 
lieiglit is ~ l t o u t  twenty-ii\ c feet. 

'J['hc~stones, many of them granite, s11o1v 110 

tlrill-niai~lis ancl no inarks of ail axe, but [lo 
\lio\r iuarl\i of tlic haminer. C"' 6.I ' I~III(~I, .  

i 1 . 1 ,  1.11~figures of tile iioodccl seal mllicl~ I 
hare seen rel)rescut the ailiiilnl with a grent 
I)uncli oil the top of its Ii~acl. This brlllch is 
rnacle to  va1.y soinen 11:lt in slinpe, size, :111d 
position, in the different i!lristr:~tiol~s : brit :dl 
:rgree in pl:~c.il~g it oil top of tlie he:zcl, no p,li t 
ever ljrotrrtcliiig beg-ond tlie jaw. I t  is soinc- 
times pictared ar  extending transrersely ncioss 
tlrc c l o \ ~  n ,  sometiincs as :L (10~11~leor siilgle roll 
~cxcliing i'rom tlie nose to tlie occi1)ut. 'L'he 
cb:,rliest-delincntion of' i t  vbicli L:la f:~llclt 
uiitler rnj o l )~e~- \ - :~ t ion  tllntis gi\cXil 1)) tlio 
vltl missional-j, l l a i ~ s  B<geclc::, ill lilq descli]>- 
troll of Grcrnlaild, pullishcil in 1 7 11 (fig. 1). 
( L ~ I I ~ X ,T V ! ~W ~ L Sa130 fo1 iilaily ycals a ~n i s -
sionary ill Grceiilancl, saiii, " Thrl forcliead i, 
li~rnishctl with a thick folclecl sliiii, n hiell tllc 
aiiim:rl call t 9 r n ~ ~ ~  its eyes Illtc a c:il). toover 
piotect the111 Sroin sloirc~:, 01 sn~lcl driven nborrl 
k ) j  the surf iii a stoini." Aiitl ( . ~ ( ~ n  Dr. Itinli. 
ill his recei~t excelleiit ~ v o i l ~  on 1I)anisll Green- 
lztitd, svs that tliic, seal ' is well 1\11orv11 fioi11 
tlle hlr,tlclcr on 11s forehead.' 111 Griffif11'j 

Cnvier ' it  is %luted 1li:it tiic~lioodecl sen1 h"ias 
t l ~ epolver of bringing a Lolcl oS ihin p1:lcccl on 
tire ihrehcacl, forwnril, so as to c o ~ e r  thr cjes, 
which i t  clors n llcil threatenetl, or nl~out to be 

struclc. . . . YYllcil at rest, or dinwil b:~eli, i t  
coiisic1eral)lj enlarges tiit. apparent s i ~ e  of the 
neclc aild sho~~ l i l e~s . "  Tile oiily tlclnlt hooded 
seal, so far as 1 nil1 alvare, possessed by aay 
inrlscnill ill Ail~erica, is iii the Amciican inLlscuril 
of natnral liistorj a t  C~l1tra1 l'arlc, S e w  Yorli. 
Tts heail i i  ver) \\ell ~~'preic~iitcti i l l  tllc accoiii 
l)ailxing dram ing (fig. 2 )  . 

Fro. 2. 

1)etcnniliecl to isit the .eul-iislieiy Lri per-
son. I set sail florn 1I:tlif:~s in  Fcbrunrj, i883, 
l-roceecling ~iortlivnrd froiu Ncmfo~uldlanil ill 
t he cabin of the ill-fated Proten.;, in her ailiinai 
crnisr to the seallug-grounds. On the 18th of 
Marclr, :ifier n some\~llat I:tborions ~valli oyer 
an ice-floe, I fouiicl myself fnce to face with a 
fhmilg of hoods, and discorered tllat tile male, 
-a huge henst, bigger th:ln ail ox, -illstead 
of having n ciqest, or folcl of skin, on the top 
of llis hencl, was proriclecl n~i th  a gieat prol,oi- 
cis, snggesting that of tile sen-elephant of the 
aillaretic (fig. 3).  IIe looliecl on wit11 nppar- 
cnt indifference, n-llile his mnte, solicitous for 
her young, advanced to inect me, gronling 
fiercelj, and displaying lies sharp, cr~rred tcct11. 
TFriihing to obsclrc her actions, I :innoj ed her 
SOT:i fen. millutes wit11 lny gaff, -n proc~eeding 
1~11icliit is by no lneai~s safe to 111lciertx1.x nit11 
tile male. TTTliile this encounter. in nliicll she 
was the aggrcss i~e  pait!-, n a s  ill progress. lier 
spouse 7seg:ul to lnn~~ifes t  symptoms of rli~ca.;i- 
ness, aild finally hec'~me rerj  ~nucli ei-ir:lged, 
though lie cliil nol atteinpt to drag his ponder- 
ous 1,ody to tlic scene of the conilict. Hle a t  
first shovccl his diiplens~ire by frowning::, ant1 
wriirkling tlie sltii: on 11is lonq snout. 'L'he tip 
of the proboscis mas the11 inflater1 nnd c>lul,tictl 
several tillles in lapic1 srlcccssion, arter ~ \ l l ~ c i l  
the ei-ilira: ' hood ' 11as partial11 inflated. Pi1 


