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largely from tlie stantlard by wl~icli tlie resnlts a,re 
periodically estimated, which standard is ail u p r i o r i  
coriception of the pomcrs and capacities of the young. 
Tliis is not the o~ilp, aiiil possibly not tlre best, ineans 
of estimating a process of gromtli; but i t  is the only 
one enco~~raged nr~der  the Eiiglisli code, and the only 
one lhat is lilcely to be eniployed arnong us, so long 
as the majority of parents cleniarld, not iliat tlieir 
cliild!.en sliall grow, but that  they sllall overtalie 
torile one else's cliildren in the race. 

TVherever a11 artificial stiiiinlns is employed, Illere 
\:ill be over-pressure to a greater or less extent; 
l~nd  it is this fact ~ r ~ h i c l ~  Dr. Crichton-Uro\vlie has 
brought out nlost effectively. Tlie bacli~vartl cl~il- 
dreii, rvlio~n he judges to be incapable of acco~nplisli- 
ing an  ordinary year's morli IT-ithont nndnc strain, 
iriclntle tlie tlnll, tlie delicate, arid the half-starved. 
111 this country t l ~ e  last-named class are virtually 
outside the operation of the influences that procluce 
over-pressnre; bnt of dull and delicate cliiltlren \ve 
llare a fill1 quota, and i t  is ~vell for pareiits to con- 
sider tlie risk that attends the elidea\-or to force such 
to keep pace with tliose who111 ' God has inatle fnll- 
linibed and tall.' 

I t  is dificr~lt  to establish a relation betmeen edu- 
cational processes and vital statistics; but there is 
reason to infer the  coilneetion, whenever, as Dr. 
IJrowne expresses it ,  "diseases due to nervous con- 
ditions, ide~itical with those that educational over- 
pressclre sets up," are on tlie increase. That this is 
the case in Eriglniid is shown, Dr. 13rowne believes, 
by tlie statistics of mortality from hydrocephalus, 
cephalitis, diabetes, and kindred diseases. Xor does 
lie stop herc. "We liave signs," he says, "~vhich 
can scarcely be ~nisinterpreted, of the tendency of 
edacation, when riot safe-guarcled by pllysiological 
cliscretion, to overthrow nlental eq~iilibrium. Sni- 
ciile, ~vliicli is the croxvning syinptolrl of one type of 
insanity. lias been spreading portentonsly during 
the last liuridretl years. A startling revival of it has 
occurred all over Europe; aiid the rale of suicide 
cztlcolatetl on tlie entire pol)nlation seerns to have 
quinlnpleil in the last century. I t  is." he  says 
furtiler, " an i~iclispntahle fact, that the revival of 
suicide in alinosl every country of Europe has coin- 
cided in tirrie ~vit l i  the modern extension of eclnca- 
tion, and tliat suicidcs are now most linmerous in 
tlie very regions where education is ~iiost  widely 
diffused. The nil~nber of cliiltlre11 under sixteen 
years of age in the list of suicides, altllongli still com- 
paratively small, is smellir~g annually; a11d the age 
at  which the mnxirntun uu~nhe r  of suicides occurs i l l  

England has receded considerably in tlie last Iialf-
century, sliomiiig that tlie disposition to self-destruc- 
tion arises now earlier in life thali it mas wont to 
do in former times." 

Dr. Browne's personal investigations in the schools 
were directed to ascertaining the extent of lieadaclie, 
sleeplessness, neuralgia, etc., arnong school-children. 
I t  is sufficient to note tlie line of inqniry, mitllout 
going into the tabulated results, more especially as 
the author admits that they are merely tentative. 

Attention lias already been drawri in tile pages of 

f i c i e ~ ~ c eto the actioi~ talcen by several German states 
wit11 refererice to overwor.li iri t l ~ e  Gymriasien ant1 
Realschnlen. More receiitly, in accord:~iice ~vit l i  tlio 
comrrrantls of the I'rnssian ~ninister of instrnctio~i, 
a report on the subject has been l)rel?aretI 119 tlic 
'Roy:tl scientific conin~is.ioii on ~nedic:ti affairs,' 
inclndiiig I'rr~ft,ssors V i i c l~o~v  ant1 Hof~nnsi~l ,  a11t1 
ten other me~iihers of alnlosi- eclu:il note. Tho coiii- 
ruissioners go into a dctailetl cli~cu.sioil nf the oh- 
servations snbnlilted to them by tile govc~i.iiliient. 
tuilchirig suicitle and ins:uiity among sc1ioIn1.s. Ileatl- 
ache, blccding :it the nose, congestion of tlie braill? 
and general p11ysic:ll a i ~ d  rueirtal rreakriess. l i i  view 
of all the inforriiatioiz attainable, they state " that  
tlie ~erluisitc data are wanting for a scit?ntific esti- 
mate of tlie estent of over-pressure ntnong tlic pupils 
ill liiglier scliools; " aiid they express the ol)i~iioli, 
that,, for the collectioii of sl icl~ data, " the co-o])e~~ation 
of compete~lt niedical Iiieli is intlispensable." They 
clo not, Iiorvever, orerlooli the f:~rt, tlial tliere arc Inany 
essential points iiivolreil ill tlic inquiry, of mliicli t l l ~  
teachers alone are tlie l~roper ji~tl?.es. Tlie co~~rmis-  
sioners especially insist tliat teacliers mnst not nieas- 
nre tlie sti,engtl~ of tlieir scliolar3 all by the salnr 
staridartl. 

The agitation of tlie subject of or-cr-lii,cssiirc is 
not confined t,o E~lgland and Gerniany. I~ifo~~mitt ion 
reaches ns that tho minister of pltblic instrnction in 
France has reilncefl tl~t. Ilours of study in scct~i1~1ar.y 
schools. I r i  Switzc~rland, where the rviile~ices of 
over-pressure are stai,tling, tlie cantorial governments 
are considering tlie best riieans of conritet~acting the 
evil. At  the recellt isitt;~~national meclical congress, 
Copenhagen, Dr. Kjeilhe1.g :.of Ul)sala niadi. a p1.0- 
found inipression by liis statenlents conceriiiri~: the 
effect of stitdy upoil the liealtll of children. Tlie 
syml)loms of excessive on tlie part ofi~~.:~ir~-morli 

the young, ~vhich  lie had noticetl, were he;rtlaclre, 

sleeplessness, intellect,ual torpor, i i i~iscl~lar 
\ i t>ak~~ess .  
and spasni, cullninat,ing in lialluciiiatio~~, ant1 often ill 
sudden loss of conscionsness. 

Little or no effort has been riiatlc in tlir Criitetl 
States to collect data beari~ig 11po11 tlie subject, bct  
there is reason for supposing that over-pressltrt> is not 
so cotnniorl here as in countries where edileatiorl is 
more liighly developed. I t  wo~iltl, 1io~vrvc.r. he \$-ell 
for us to talic ~varning i11 tiine, and seek to forestall 
sucli effects as those described by tlie varioiis ~ x p e r t s  
who liarc in~~estigated tlie rnatter in Einopc. We 
sliould be p:~rticularly cautious about atlr,t~cati~lg 
European systems of cdncatioi~ hefore lve liave as- 
certainecl tlieir 111timate effects. 

N E  IV-ENGLAND ORCNIIIS.  

The 07.chirls o f  ATezu Englanrl: n p o p u l u ~nsonog~.aph. 
By HEYRYUALDTVIN.New Yorl;, IV1ley, 1884. 
155 p.,  illustr. So. 

Lovr<~c>of flowers have a lnrx~s  wonclered a t  
and acl~nirecl tlle beauty and odclity of orchicls. 
wllicli are sure to for111 the most i~lteresting 
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part of a collection of exotics ; but s i ~ i c e  the  
wason for their inany strange ancl complicated 
forins n-as set  forth bj- Mr. Darwin. in his worli 
on tlieir fertilization, tlie name ' orchid ' a t  once 
suggests a plant worthy of more carefill study. 
TVliile we clo not have Angraec~irn, Pterostylis, 
o r  Catasetiun anioiig oilr wild plants, t o  indicate 
the ertrerne aclaptatinn to  insect-pollinntion of 
~ r h i c h  the family is capable, our flora contains 
man! species quite as  interesting to  the stticlent 
a s  tliose to  be seen i n  most collections ; and  
31r. Baldcviii has tlotle very good service in  
collecting tlie scattel,ed notes on their pecul- 
iarities. Of the fifty-nine species o r  well-
marlied raricties of our eastern flora, no less 
than forty-seven are fo~uid  in Sew- Eiiglancl ; 
s o  that the book is of' more than local interest. 
JVitli few exceptions, tlie sixty illustrations, 
the larger ones inostly from nature, a re  r e r y  
good : some are excellent, aiicl shorn not only 
:t botanist's knowledge, bat an artist's appre-
ciation of light and  shatle ancl of the value 
of n ~vell-selected background. The  writer's 
style is pleasing ; ancl, if the professional hot-
a11i.t might feel disposed a t  times to  criticise 
it  a s  sacrificing so~netliing of precisioll for the 
sake of avoitling technicality, i t  coiltrasts 1.ery 
farornlrly with the Inany popular l~oolis n hose 
on1~- inerit is  their style, since c\ery pnge 
sliovs pcrsoiinl study. I s  is not surprising 
that  a popn1:ir booli- 011 a group wliicl~ h ~ t slong 
been ail object of special obserration should 
coiltaii~ little that  is  new ; yet this is f;tr from 
being entirely deroicl of ilcw matter, ant1 is 
worthy of n place on tlie shelves of tlic specialist 
a s  xrcll a s  of the amateur. 

Titilr dlgonquin le.qeniis of A'efn E~zglntitl ; or. ;ll!/tl~s 
and foil-lore of' tile Jl~criznc, Pa~snnzrrguorl,17, and 
Penohacot tribec. By C I I A R L E ~  1 , ~C; L A S D .  

Boston, Houghton, L1liflin, 4- Co., 1881. 100 p.
1 2 O .  

A migration legend qf the Creek Inl1icrn.s. zcitl~ n lia-
guistic, l~istoric, and ethnogrnpl~ic int,~orlnctioi~, posscss a folk-lore of re~nnilial)!e c x t e i ~ t  ant1 byALBERTS. GATSCHET,of the c. 8. bul.i?au iutercst, which. in  tlie spccilnc>lli n c  ~~ossc-;.;.of ethl;ology. Vol. i. [Libr. abo;, Auiler. lit., 
iv.] PJ.~iladelphia, Brinlon, 1SS4. 257 17. 8 O .  	

i. ~ i o t:it all inferior to  that  ~liscloseci to 11- ill 
tlie 1xtlsctit voluiiic. 

r 7111c conipari-;on of languages, if rnatle on Tlie author, in liis prcfacc, nlode.itlj all-
scientific principles, affords ui~tloohtetlly the no~inces tliat llis chief object has becn. not to  
best, antl iiitlcecl the only siirc, ~ n ~ a i l s  discuss theories, but  [reserveof trn- t o  collcct ancl 
cing the relationship of different brai~clics of ra lua l~ le  inatcrial for the usc of bcttcr etl~nolo- 
the liuinan race. K c r t  t o  tliis method. tliougll gists to coiiic hereafter, ~vl io,  ns he humorouily 
a t  a long interval, comes tlic s t u d .  of their suggests, " will be innch Inore obligccl to  hi111 
myths and lcgei~ds. Tliis stnciy, thongh infe- for collecting raw material tllan for cooking 
rior in the certainty of i ts  tleductions to  tllaf, it." This  captivating liumility, the reader 

of comparative philology, lias certain evident 
aclvantages in other respects. ITe learn from 
i t  tlie intellectual and moral traits of tlie peo- 
ple who preserve and repeat the legenils. W e  
get  to their habits of ~~nclcrstai~cl  life, their 
ways of thought, their r ien s of this world, and 
tlieir ideas of a future life. Occasionally, also, 
we gather traces of genuine traclition, some-
times even of a far clistant l ~ a s t ,  ~vliich, when 
corroborntetl b ~ -the evidence of language aiid 
perhaps other memorials, inay be of real Iiis- 
torical value. 

$1~.Lelniicl has been obliged by n a n t  of 
space, as  11e tells us, t o  esclride from his pres- 
ent work tlie historical legends ~vliicli he has 
collectccl, ancl nhich,  it is to  be hopeci, ail1 be 
hereafter publishcd. His  ~vorli  is tlius entirely 
ninde up, as  its titlepage profesqes, of \\hat 
r n a  prol)eily he termed the m ~ t h s  ancl folk- 
lore ' of the eastern or Abenaki brancli of the 
great Algontluin race. A s  s l~cl i  it lunst be 
cieeinecl one of tlie most T alunble a s  Tr ell ns 
most interest i~ig contr ibt i t io~~s that h a l e  been 
rnadc to this tlel~artment of knowletlge. Tile 
collcct~on comprises some seventy stories, clis- 
tributecl under different lientls, silch as  ' Gloos-
Iinl) the divinity.' .Tlie merry tales of Lox tlie 
m~sclliet'-maher.' ' The  aninziiig ndveutnres of 
Jlnstcr IZnbbit,' .The  C'llenoo lege~icls,' .Tales 
of inngic,' :111(1 S O I ~ Cininor divibion+. The 
n 1. 11orir slioivs the hand of an experienced 
n ~ i i c ~ l  i, a t  once l~ractisecl in tlie literary , ~ 1 1 o  

at .,ntl alive l o  tliv r c q ~ ~ i r e ~ n e n t s  
of sciciice. 

'& .i$>rirs tltcrnsel~cs ciisltlny mncli iinngiiia- 

ti1 e panCI' :~11'1 a gciininc sense of tlrollery. 

,Is tvicic.nce of calmcity i11 their 
i ~ i t t ~ l l c c t u ~ ~ l  
fianicrs, some of tl~errl will beai cornpnrisun 
m ~ t l i  an3 t l ~ i i ~ g  i l l  Gritnin's Teutonic c~ontai~letl 
legc~ntls. Ah, T,clnncl is rlisposetl to co~lsitler 
them snpcrior to  tiic lcgc~ntlnrj t:iles of the 
otlicr Iudimi tlil)es, t ~ u t  in this T iew lic is 
ce r ta i i i l~  inistakcn. 'f her c is IIO rr.nsoii for 
suplwsinp that tlie A l ) c n a h ~  Iii(liaii+ smpnsseci 
in intclligcnce tile Xlgony~iiil t ~ i l ~ c s  of the n e s t  
and sontll, or tlicir neighl~ori  of tile linron- 
Iroquois stoclr. These, intlccd. are lillo\l n to  


