
the complete lino1v1i data of every s1)ecimen received, 
the nuniber 100,000 11:~s been pas;rd. 

Tliis collectioil is by f:~r the rilost complete of any, 
in the i,epresentatio~i of Xorth-Aulerica~i birtls aucl 
thoso of tho West Illdies ; while, of South and Cen- 
tral h~nericari  birds, only two collections - tlloqe of 
Dr. P. L. Sclater and JIessrs. Salrin and Go[lman in 
E i~g la~rd-excel it. These are superior in the n u n -  
her of species represented, but are decidedly inferior 
as reg(~rtlstlre number of specimens ; tlie airn of the 
Inuseiurl being to acquire series whicll mill illnstratc 
tlie ilnportant subjects of geograpliical tlistribntion 
nilrl variatioa, thns furnishing luaterial for tllose in- 
vestigating the liigher bralrclies of the science. In 
Aastralian, Japanese, mld European bircls the col-
lection is also tali-rably coul~plete; but of African, 
Asiatic, Indo-N:~li~yail, nud Polyuesian species, there 
are still lnany it~il)ortnlit tleficieircies. Tliese, 110~1-- 
ever, are being rupitlly filltld by exchange and otlier- 
mise, so that a fair collcctiori of oltl-~rorld birds is 
only a questioli of tiliie. It may be explailled, with 
regard to exotic birds, t , l~:~t the chief airu of the niu- 
seLull is to acquire representatives of, first, tlle higher 
g r o ~ ~ p snot representeti ill the Aniericitn fauila; scc- 
o l d ,  Sellera and species :illietl lo d i l i e r i c~~nforms; 
and, third, typical species of the Illore distinct geli- 
era ~vithiu eacli fanlily. 

The extellsire a ~ i d  u r i i q ~ ~ e  noxvcollection of birds 
po3sessi:d by tlie m u s c ~ m  has growl fro111 the private 
eollect~ion of Professor I lair~l,  consisting of tliree 
thorisancl six liu~ltlrcd and ninety-six specilnens, 
iilostly collected, li~~i.p:~i,e(l, :and labelleti by Professor 
Bnii~l ant1 liis br~i t l~er ,  'rViili:~m 31. IZair~l! froill 183:) 
to 1S.51, but embracing :~l.;o inany, if not most, of 
tlie types of dudnboii's \voriis! prcsc:litetl to Professor 
Uairil by Nr.  r2udnbon. The c;rtaIogl~e of this col- 
iectiorl, in Professor Uairtl's hand\vriting, fortiis vol- 
ume i. of the museum registers of tlie bird-collection, 
~ v l l i ~ l i  aiiom cornl)ris~s eigliteen ~olunles ,  colitainii~g 
f11ll record of every speciriien. 111 tlie case of speci-
riielis whicli are tile parents of eggs collectetl, tlie 
niu.e~un register n~unbe r  of tile latter is given in a 
partii:i~lar coluiiiri; ~ ~ l l i l e  in the egg register the nnm- 
her of the parent, if ill the collectio~~, is given ill a 
correspoiiding place. 

Tlre great bulli of this collectiori is in tlle form of 
un~nour~teclsliins, arranged in insect-tight drawers, 
the contents of wllicll are, as far ar practicable, 
nlarkccl on the outsitle; tlie arrangerilent being so 
systematic tliat any speciinen in the entire collection 
can be readily fo~uid  m i t l ~ i ~ l  five inil~utes of the 
time it is callecl for. Tlie ~ iumber  of specimer~s 
in tlie ino~ulted or exhibition collection is, for several 
reasons, necessarily small. I r k  the first place, the 
cases available for their exliibitio~l are in every way 
unsuitable, being old and badly coirstrl~cted, admit- 
ting freely both dust and iilsects, thus rendering 
i t  a great risk to pnt valuable speciineris inside of 
them. Were suitable cases provided. the nuniber 
of spcximens which the public could view rnight 
easily be increased from six thousant1 ( the  number, 
approsirnately, 11ox on exhibition) to fifteen thousarid 
or more, without materially weal ieni~~g tlie ' study 

series,' or pntt,ing in the cases specinlens of 110 inter-
est to the general public. 

Labels desiqiiecl mill1 special reference to the 
needs of the iioii-scit?~itific public are being prepared 
for tiic n iou~~te i l  spccin~ens, and will be attached to 
them as soon as ~)o.sil)le. 

Orilitliologi*ts will rejoice tliat I'rofessor Baird has 
liveil to see the gratlual clovelop~neiit of a grctl~d 
nntio~ial collection fro111 the llu~rible ~ruclens upon 
wliicll it was 1111ilt. Tlie plcasailt associntions ~vliich 
liis oleniorp, no cloubt, recalls, iiii~st be no less a source 
of happiiiess to hini tlian tlie oppo~tiulity of witness-
ing tlie imporlalit ant1 far-reaching res~ilts of his 
boyliooil studies, All nisli for 11im the satisfactio~r 
of realizing thc consu~nrnation of the PI;L:IS co~iceivec~ 
d u r i n ~  his i n a t ~ ~ r c r  years, not the 1ea.t of ~vliicli, 
~ei'liaps,nay be tile perfection of a ii:ttioiial estab- 
lislinl~iit for the stucly of natnral lristory, mliicli 
s11:~ll be i~lilic attri~ctive alxl ilistructivtr to the geile~al 
p'tblic, alld :~cc~ss ih leto tlie special inrestigator, 
utidar tlie ;tnspic~e-; of a gorer~nnr>nt wl~icli sliould 
take pride in fostering and niaintaiiiir~g a natural- 
history nlu\etIlil >11c11 as no otlier country can 1)oast. 
~l.: tobciilg 1nor.e tlu111 ally living pcrsoii .entitled 

tlle privilege, spccilueils i~u~l lbered100,000 closing 
the first century of tllonsaird, and 700,001 com-
nienci~ig the eecolicl, are cntereiJ ns doiiations froin 
I'rof'csaor Uitird. 'I'lley were colincted in 1550, and 
p r e s e ~ ~ ~ c i l  Ihirt l  by Mr. George N. L a ~ v -to l'rofessor 
relice of Nem-Yorli City. to wlio111 belongs the honor 
of beiiig the oltlost active Alrierican orriitliologist, 
:ti111 ail >issocizte of ProfessorvE:tircl in liis c1:~ssical 
work on Xortll-Xlliericau bircls pllblished ill 183s. 

RODEILI'I:ll1(tWA~~. 

OVER-I'I1B.SSUIlE IN SCHOOLS. 

T r ~ v :snbji:ct of over-pressure in scliools is being 
seriously agitated in lnarly Enl~opeaii states. I n  
Englaiiil t l ~ e  clisci~ssioii just now is related to the  
report of Dr. Criclitou-Browne upon over-1)resslu.e ill 
the lZoarc1 schools of 1,ondon. Tliis gel~tleman was 
invited by Mr. RIundella to examine the scllools from 
his stantl-point as a iileclical expert, aricl ~,eport  his 
observations slid col~clusiolls as to the effect of the 
sj-stein upon the health of the scholars. As eventu- 
ally issued by t l ~ e  educatio~l clepartment, the report 
is acconlp~llied by a me~norand~un  fro111 tlie pen of 
Mr. B'. G. Fitcli (one of her Majesty's illspectors), 
~ v h oseverely criticises Dr. Bro~vne's n~ethod of i~ives- 
tigation, liis arguments and conclusioris. The press 
has entered npon the colitroversy with co~isiderable 
ardor, so that over-pressure and Dr. Crichton-Rrowne 
are topics of the (lay. 

The characteristic features of t he  English Board 
scliool system, the rigid arranqement of su hjects and 
standards, the goverllment inspection, the  coml~li-
cated scheme of examinations, a~lcl the pay~neu t  by 
results, are unlike any thing that  is knowll, or that  
would be tolerated, in America; nevertheless, the  
two systems have certain te~idencies in common. I n  
both, the  animating impulse of the schools i s  derived 
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largely from tlie stantlard by wl~icli tlie resnlts a,re 
periodically estimated, which standard is ail u p r i o r i  
coriception of the pomcrs and capacities of the young. 
Tliis is not the o~ilp, aiiil possibly not tlre best, ineans 
of estimating a process of gromtli; but i t  is the only 
one enco~~raged nr~der  the Eiiglisli code, and the only 
one lhat is lilcely to be eniployed arnong us, so long 
as the majority of parents cleniarld, not iliat tlieir 
cliild!.en sliall grow, but that  they sllall overtalie 
torile one else's cliildren in the race. 

TVherever a11 artificial stiiiinlns is employed, Illere 
\:ill be over-pressure to a greater or less extent; 
l~nd  it is this fact ~ r ~ h i c l ~  Dr. Crichton-Uro\vlie has 
brought out nlost effectively. Tlie bacli~vartl cl~il- 
dreii, rvlio~n he judges to be incapable of acco~nplisli- 
ing an  ordinary year's morli IT-ithont nndnc strain, 
iriclntle tlie tlnll, tlie delicate, arid the half-starved. 
111 this country t l ~ e  last-named class are virtually 
outside the operation of the influences that procluce 
over-pressnre; bnt of dull and delicate cliiltlren \ve 
llare a fill1 quota, and i t  is ~vell for pareiits to con- 
sider tlie risk that attends the elidea\-or to force such 
to keep pace with tliose who111 ' God has inatle fnll- 
linibed and tall.' 

I t  is dificr~lt  to establish a relation betmeen edu- 
cational processes and vital statistics; but there is 
reason to infer the  coilneetion, whenever, as Dr. 
IJrowne expresses it ,  "diseases due to nervous con- 
ditions, ide~itical with those that educational over- 
pressclre sets up," are on tlie increase. That this is 
the case in Eriglniid is shown, Dr. 13rowne believes, 
by tlie statistics of mortality from hydrocephalus, 
cephalitis, diabetes, and kindred diseases. Xor does 
lie stop herc. "We liave signs," he says, "~vhich 
can scarcely be ~nisinterpreted, of the tendency of 
edacation, when riot safe-guarcled by pllysiological 
cliscretion, to overthrow nlental eq~iilibrium. Sni- 
ciile, ~vliicli is the croxvning syinptolrl of one type of 
insanity. lias been spreading portentonsly during 
the last liuridretl years. A startling revival of it has 
occurred all over Europe; aiid the rale of suicide 
cztlcolatetl on tlie entire pol)nlation seerns to have 
quinlnpleil in the last century. I t  is." he  says 
furtiler, " an i~iclispntahle fact, that the revival of 
suicide in alinosl every country of Europe has coin- 
cided in tirrie ~vit l i  the modern extension of eclnca- 
tion, and tliat suicidcs are now most linmerous in 
tlie very regions where education is ~iiost  widely 
diffused. The nil~nber of cliiltlre11 under sixteen 
years of age in the list of suicides, altllongli still com- 
paratively small, is smellir~g annually; a11d the age 
at  which the mnxirntun uu~nhe r  of suicides occurs i l l  

England has receded considerably in tlie last Iialf-
century, sliomiiig that tlie disposition to self-destruc- 
tion arises now earlier in life thali it mas wont to 
do in former times." 

Dr. Browne's personal investigations in the schools 
were directed to ascertaining the extent of lieadaclie, 
sleeplessness, neuralgia, etc., arnong school-children. 
I t  is sufficient to note tlie line of inqniry, mitllout 
going into the tabulated results, more especially as 
the author admits that they are merely tentative. 

Attention lias already been drawri in tile pages of 

f i c i e ~ ~ c eto the actioi~ talcen by several German states 
wit11 refererice to overwor.li iri t l ~ e  Gymriasien ant1 
Realschnlen. More receiitly, in accord:~iice ~vit l i  tlio 
comrrrantls of the I'rnssian ~ninister of instrnctio~i, 
a report on the subject has been l)rel?aretI 119 tlic 
'Roy:tl scientific conin~is.ioii on ~nedic:ti affairs,' 
inclndiiig I'rr~ft,ssors V i i c l~o~v  ant1 Hof~nnsi~l ,  a11t1 
ten other me~iihers of alnlosi- eclu:il note. Tho coiii- 
ruissioners go into a dctailetl cli~cu.sioil nf the oh- 
servations snbnlilted to them by tile govc~i.iiliient. 
tuilchirig suicitle and ins:uiity among sc1ioIn1.s. Ileatl- 
ache, blccding :it the nose, congestion of tlie braill? 
and general p11ysic:ll a i ~ d  rueirtal rreakriess. l i i  view 
of all the inforriiatioiz attainable, they state " that  
tlie ~erluisitc data are wanting for a scit?ntific esti- 
mate of tlie estent of over-pressure ntnong tlic pupils 
ill liiglier scliools; " aiid they express the ol)i~iioli, 
that,, for the collectioii of sl icl~ data, " the co-o])e~~ation 
of compete~lt niedical Iiieli is intlispensable." They 
clo not, Iiorvever, orerlooli the f:~rt, tlial tliere arc Inany 
essential points iiivolreil ill tlic inquiry, of mliicli t l l ~  
teachers alone are tlie l~roper ji~tl?.es. Tlie co~~rmis-  
sioners especially insist tliat teacliers mnst not nieas- 
nre tlie sti,engtl~ of tlieir scliolar3 all by the salnr 
staridartl. 

The agitation of tlie subject of or-cr-lii,cssiirc is 
not confined t,o E~lgland and Gerniany. I~ifo~~mitt ion 
reaches ns that tho minister of pltblic instrnction in 
France has reilncefl tl~t. Ilours of study in scct~i1~1ar.y 
schools. I r i  Switzc~rland, where the rviile~ices of 
over-pressure are stai,tling, tlie cantorial governments 
are considering tlie best riieans of conritet~acting the 
evil. At  the recent isitt;~~national meclical congress, 
Copenhagen, Dr. Kjeilhe1.g :.of Ul)sala niadi. a p1.0-
found inipression by liis statenlents conceriiiri~: the 
effect of stitdy upoil the liealtll of children. Tlie 
syml)loms of excessive on tlie part ofi~~.:~ir~-morli 

the young, ~vhich  lie had noticetl, were he;rtlaclre, 

sleeplessness, intellect,ual torpor, i i i~iscl~lar 
\ i t>ak~~ess .  
and spasni, cullninat,ing in lialluciiiatio~~, ant1 often ill 
sudden loss of conscionsness. 

Little or no effort has been riiatlc in tlir Criitetl 
States to collect data beari~ig 11po11 tlie subject, bct  
there is reason for supposing that over-pressltrt> is not 
so cotnniorl here as in countries where edileatiorl is 
more liighly developed. I t  wo~iltl, 1io~vrvc.r. he \$-ell 
for us to talic ~varning i11 tiine, and seek to forestall 
sucli effects as those described by tlie varioiis ~ x p e r t s  
who liarc in~~estigated tlie rnatter in Einopc. We 
sliould be p:~rticularly cautious about atlr,t~cati~lg 
European systems of cdncatioi~ hefore lve liave as- 
certainecl tlieir 111timate effects. 

N E  IV-ENGLAND ORCNIIIS.  

The 07.chirls o f  ATezu Englanrl: n p o p u l u ~nsonog~.aph. 
By HEYRYUALDTVIN.New Yorl;, IV1ley, 1884. 
155 p.,  illustr. So. 

Lovr<~c>of flowers have a lnrx~s  wonclered a t  
and acl~nirecl tlle beauty and odclity of orchicls. 
wllicli are sure to for111 the most i~lteresting 
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