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rlednce vali~able facts nit11 regard to ;\Iexican liistory mllile the water is very cold; in some instal~ces the 
froin tlie stone; but for further clelails me niust refer observed teri1peratin.e being 380, mliile it1 one case it 
to tlie lecture of Dr. TTalentini, puhlislied by tile mas 3 3 O .  
A~uerican a~itiqrtarian society. 

Tlie first booli pr,inted iii Ca~nbriilge, X a ~ s . ,  mas 
an  almanac, that the vise nleil of New Etigland 
might not lead u~lguicled lives; bnt no copy of the 
booli is liiio\vri to exist. \Ire give, llowever, tlie tille- 
page of all slnianac publislled in 178.7 in Boston, wliicll 
sllo~vs the niaBer taking tile allituile of a star with a 
cross-sticlr, 1)-l~icli is notEiing nlore tlian a cross-picce 
sliding nImn a grad~rated stick, tlie observer b r i ~ ~ g i n g  
one elid of tlie cross-piece on a line with liis eye anti 
the horizon, ariil tlie otlier end on a line with liis eye 
and tlie star. 

Al~iiariacs contained co~lsiderablc trasliy informa- 
tion up to the early part of this century, wllcli tlie 
British n l lna~~acand corripnnion were p~lblislii~tlill 
1Sd7. Tile Britisli alniarlac ,zililPd to give a relinbie 
~caleliilar, and a vast amount of ir~formatioll Ivliich 
is generally liiclileii iii census reports. I t  1i:ts been 
followed by Whitalcer, giving similar informatioil for 
the wliole morlil, and by the Aliierican a l rna~~ac,  
rnore especially tlevoted to American affai1.s. So it 
mill be see11 tliat the alinal~ac first gave rnles by 
xvliich oue ~iliglit li~iow every tiling, and entlecl by 
telling ns every thing we lc~iow. 

Trr~,:Ourialasl~a (1,ieut. G. 11. Stoney, U.S.N., 
co~mrianding) arrived in Sari Francisco, Oct. 25, Iiav-
iug conlpleteil the exl~loratioii of P I I ~ I I ; ~ ~ ~soRiver 
far as tlie tirrie allottcd would perniit. Tlle river 
was explored by a steam-luuncll three liundred iuiles, 
nlien rapids were enco~uitereil; then a, calioe was 
t,al<en, al~cl towed by liand abont eighty ~niles far- 
ther; ancl from this point a short portage brought w 
portion of tlie party to the lieacl waters of one of 
tile northern tributaries, ~vhicll was fed by two large 
lalres. A mountain near onc of tliese lakes fnrnislied 
n view far to tlie eastward, up tlie rnain valley of 
Putnalil River, and slio\ved it flowing ill uiidiini~kislled 
rolume as far as tile eye could reach. Tlle natives 
r~portecl,that  seven days' joiuney fartlier up  the river 
there was a great lake, looliing lilce a, sea; and i t  is 
t l io~~gl l t  Therethat this is the source of tlie river. 
i s  little doubt that the river has its origi11 as far east 
as the British possessions, and probably near to the 
&facBenzie. 

Putnarn River empties into Hotham Inlet just nortli 

Only one considerable brancli mas founil 
flowing fro111 tlie southward. This is called llie Pcili 
1:iver by tile natives, and it is used by tllenl ill jour- 
neying to tlre sonth; for a very sllort portage from its 
source enables t l ie~n to reach one of tile nortllern 
tribr~taries of the Yukon I<iver, anil they are thus 
brought in easy conii i iu~~icatio~i trading-will1 the 
posts. I t  is believed that  lilie easy p o r t ~ ~ g e  call be 
luacle fro111 tile Putnarn to tlie river eliscovered by 
Lieut. Ray ncm J'oint Barrow, ~~1111 wllicli elilpties 
into the Arctic Ocearl. 

Tlie coulitry about the Pu tna~u  is ~nonntairlous. 
Long railges extend along either side; but they are 
l~eculiar in existing ill SIII~LII, detaclied groups, eacli of 
\vhicll possesses d is t i l rg~~~shing somecharacleristic~, 
being clearly defined, sharp, rocliy peaks, while 
ot.11er.a are sn~ootllly rounded. The higiicr ones are 
cstiliiated at  ahout three thonsand feet. Froill the 
tops of those wliicll were asce~iclecl, the mlrole comi- 
try to tile liortli appeared to be a confnsed Ii]a$s of 
~uou~ i t : t i~ iperil;.;, :$nil tlie natives stated that tlre C(31Ill- 
try \vas of tlie sanie character to t l ~ e  Arctic Ocean. 

Tlie country explored wits found to possess it varm 
nncl agrcoable siunmer cli~nate, tlie tliernioinetei~ 
liavillg reacl~ctl l l jOill the sun, \vliile ~ l l e  ~iiglitsTrel'e 
cool. Tlle raliey of the l'utnam is lreavily tiriiber.tJd 
wit11 spruce, bircli, co~tonr\~ooil, lilrcli, itlid n.illow; 
while ilo~vers vere  in ai)uililance, 1.o~cs being seer1 iii 
l u g e  numbers. Cuttings of tliese latter, t o g ~ t h e r  
~vitli speciinells of coal, gold, a ~ i d  copper, anil a huge 
fossil trlliili, for111 a part of the material collected for 
tlie Sniitllsoiiiari iristitutiol~. 

JVllile Lieill. S~oriey \vas abse~it ,  E~ in ig~ i  Pnrcell 
reuiained nit11 t,wo nlen ill charge of the ccll~,oi~er, 
aud iuntle a survcy of lIotllalil Illlrt and t,he Sela- 
xvik. He fo~uiil that the Selawik ltiver rcpreseiltcd 
011 the charts has 110existelice; but tlie1.e is a cl~alniel, 
six nliles in leligtll, conriectiiig Selanili i,alce wit11 a 
cliairi uf three lalies to t.lie east\vard. He also found 
a five-fatllo~n cliari~iel over the Hotl~am-ialet bar. 

Tlie Ourialaslia is a fifly-fonr ton scliooner, and 
Lient. Stoney was proviclecl with two oflicers alid a 
crem of eiglit inen. T l~e rewere no naturalists ~vitli 
tlie exlje(1ition. 

Wliile returning from his expedition, Lieut. Stoiiey 
e~ico~ultered During one of tlieseveral severe gales. 
most severe he employed oil for stillirig the waves, 
wit11 marked success. Tlie oil was riggecl upon a spar 
to which a drag was attached, and the vessel was 
so manoeuvred that the drag stood off tlie weather- 
bow. Tlie vessel holding the oil was so constructed 
that thc oil was forced out in portions by eacli advan- of Selawik Lalre and to the sonth-east of I < ~ ~ i ~ a t ~ l i  

River. Tliere is a large delta at  its rnoutli stretching 
back aboiit forty miles, wliicli is pierced by over one 
hundred channels, one of which is about one mile 
in  wiclth. Tlie river is navigable to boats drawing 
fro111 five to six feet of water, up to tlie rapicls. Here 
the water flows at  about ten linots per hour. Tlle 
river and nlost of its tributaries lie within tlie arc-
tic circle. Rlost of the tributaries are from tlie north, 
and  they are generally sliallow but rapid-flowirlg, 

cing wave. A11 tlie vaves were affected by the oil, 
b ~ l t  the great foaming combers most marlceclly. 

THE BIRD-COL LECTION OF THE U. S .  
NA TIONA L MUSE UBF. 

INthe register of speci~nelis belonging to the bird 
department of the National nlaseurn, which records 



the complete lino1v1i data of every s1)ecimen received, 
the nuniber 100,000 11:~s been pas;rd. 

Tliis collectioil is by f:~r the rilost complete of any, 
in the i,epresentatio~i of Xorth-Aulerica~i birtls aucl 
thoso of tho West Illdies ; while, of South and Cen- 
tral h~nericari  birds, only two collections - tlloqe of 
Dr. P. L. Sclater and JIessrs. Salrin and Go[lman in 
E i~g la~rd-excel it. These are superior in the n u n -  
her of species represented, but are decidedly inferior 
as reg(~rtlstlre number of specimens ; tlie airn of the 
Inuseiurl being to acquire series whicll mill illnstratc 
tlie ilnportant subjects of geograpliical tlistribntion 
nilrl variatioa, thns furnishing luaterial for tllose in- 
vestigating the liigher bralrclies of the science. In 
Aastralian, Japanese, mld European bircls the col-
lection is also tali-rably coul~plete; but of African, 
Asiatic, Indo-N:~li~yail, nud Polyuesian species, there 
are still lnany it~il)ortnlit tleficieircies. Tliese, 110~1-- 
ever, are being rupitlly filltld by exchange and otlier- 
mise, so that a fair collcctiori of oltl-~rorld birds is 
only a questioli of tiliie. It may be explailled, with 
regard to exotic birds, t , l~:~t the chief airu of the niu- 
seLull is to acquire representatives of, first, tlle higher 
g r o ~ ~ p snot representeti ill the Aniericitn fauila; scc- 
o l d ,  Sellera and species :illietl lo d i l i e r i c~~nforms; 
and, third, typical species of the Illore distinct geli- 
era ~vithiu eacli fanlily. 

The extellsire a ~ i d  u r i i q ~ ~ e  noxvcollection of birds 
po3sessi:d by tlie m u s c ~ m  has growl fro111 the private 
eollect~ion of Professor I lair~l,  consisting of tliree 
thorisancl six liu~ltlrcd and ninety-six specilnens, 
iilostly collected, li~~i.p:~i,e(l, :and labelleti by Professor 
Bnii~l ant1 liis br~i t l~er ,  'rViili:~m 31. IZair~l! froill 183:) 
to 1S.51, but embracing :~l.;o inany, if not most, of 
tlie types of dudnboii's \voriis! prcsc:litetl to Professor 
Uairil by Nr.  r2udnbon. The c;rtaIogl~e of this col- 
iectiorl, in Professor Uairtl's hand\vriting, fortiis vol- 
ume i. of the museum registers of tlie bird-collection, 
~ v l l i ~ l i  aiiom cornl)ris~s eigliteen ~olunles ,  colitainii~g 
f11ll record of every speciriien. 111 tlie case of speci-
riielis whicli are tile parents of eggs collectetl, tlie 
niu.e~un register n~unbe r  of tile latter is given in a 
partii:i~lar coluiiiri; ~ ~ l l i l e  in the egg register the nnm- 
her of the parent, if ill the collectio~~, is given ill a 
correspoiiding place. 

Tlre great bulli of this collectiori is in tlle form of 
un~nour~teclsliins, arranged in insect-tight drawers, 
the contents of wllicll are, as far ar practicable, 
nlarkccl on the outsitle; tlie arrangerilent being so 
systematic tliat any speciinen in the entire collection 
can be readily fo~uid  m i t l ~ i ~ l  five inil~utes of the 
time it is callecl for. Tlie ~ iumber  of specimer~s 
in tlie ino~ulted or exhibition collection is, for several 
reasons, necessarily small. I r k  the first place, the 
cases available for their exliibitio~l are in every way 
unsuitable, being old and badly coirstrl~cted, admit- 
ting freely both dust and iilsects, thus rendering 
i t  a great risk to pnt valuable speciineris inside of 
them. Were suitable cases provided. the nuniber 
of spcximens which the public could view rnight 
easily be increased from six thousant1 ( the  number, 
approsirnately, 11ox on exhibition) to fifteen thousarid 
or more, without materially weal ieni~~g tlie ' study 

series,' or pntt,ing in the cases specinlens of 110 inter-
est to the general public. 

Labels desiqiiecl mill1 special reference to the 
needs of the iioii-scit?~itific public are being prepared 
for tiic n iou~~te i l  spccin~ens, and will be attached to 
them as soon as ~)o.sil)le. 

Orilitliologi*ts will rejoice tliat I'rofessor Baird has 
liveil to see the gratlual clovelop~neiit of a grctl~d 
nntio~ial collection fro111 the llu~rible ~ruclens upon 
wliicll it was 1111ilt. Tlie plcasailt associntions ~vliich 
liis oleniorp, no cloubt, recalls, iiii~st be no less a source 
of happiiiess to hini tlian tlie oppo~tiulity of witness-
ing tlie imporlalit ant1 far-reaching res~ilts of his 
boyliooil studies, All nisli for 11im the satisfactio~r 
of realizing thc consu~nrnation of the PI;L:IS co~iceivec~ 
d u r i n ~  his i n a t ~ ~ r c r  years, not the 1ea.t of ~vliicli, 
~ei'liaps,nay be tile perfection of a ii:ttioiial estab- 
lislinl~iit for the stucly of natnral lristory, mliicli 
s11:~ll be i~lilic attri~ctive alxl ilistructivtr to the geile~al 
p'tblic, alld :~cc~ss ih leto tlie special inrestigator, 
utidar tlie ;tnspic~e-; of a gorer~nnr>nt wl~icli sliould 
take pride in fostering and niaintaiiiir~g a natural- 
history nlu\etIlil >11c11 as no otlier country can 1)oast. 
~l.: tobciilg 1nor.e tlu111 ally living pcrsoii .entitled 

tlle privilege, spccilueils i~u~l lbered100,000 closing 
the first century of tllonsaird, and 700,001 com-
nienci~ig the eecolicl, are cntereiJ ns doiiations froin 
I'rof'csaor Uitird. 'I'lley were colincted in 1550, and 
p r e s e ~ ~ ~ c i l  Ihirt l  by Mr. George N. L a ~ v -to l'rofessor 
relice of Nem-Yorli City. to wlio111 belongs the honor 
of beiiig the oltlost active Alrierican orriitliologist, 
:ti111 ail >issocizte of ProfessorvE:tircl in liis c1:~ssical 
work on Xortll-Xlliericau bircls pllblished ill 183s. 

RODEILI'I:ll1(tWA~~. 

OVER-I'I1B.SSUIlE IN SCHOOLS. 

T r ~ v :snbji:ct of over-pressure in scliools is being 
seriously agitated in lnarly Enl~opeaii states. I n  
Englaiiil t l ~ e  clisci~ssioii just now is related to the  
report of Dr. Criclitou-Browne upon over-1)resslu.e ill 
the lZoarc1 schools of 1,ondon. Tliis gel~tleman was 
invited by Mr. RIundella to examine the scllools from 
his stantl-point as a iileclical expert, aricl ~,eport  his 
observations slid col~clusiolls as to the effect of the 
sj-stein upon the health of the scholars. As eventu- 
ally issued by t l ~ e  educatio~l clepartment, the report 
is acconlp~llied by a me~norand~un  fro111 tlie pen of 
Mr. B'. G. Fitcli (one of her Majesty's illspectors), 
~ v h oseverely criticises Dr. Bro~vne's n~ethod of i~ives- 
tigation, liis arguments and conclusioris. The press 
has entered npon the colitroversy with co~isiderable 
ardor, so that over-pressure and Dr. Crichton-Rrowne 
are topics of the (lay. 

The characteristic features of t he  English Board 
scliool system, the rigid arranqement of su hjects and 
standards, the goverllment inspection, the  coml~li-
cated scheme of examinations, a~lcl the pay~neu t  by 
results, are unlike any thing that  is knowll, or that  
would be tolerated, in America; nevertheless, the  
two systems have certain te~idencies in common. I n  
both, the  animating impulse of the schools i s  derived 


