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THE il GASSIZ ASSOCIA TION. 

TIIEbenefit acc r~~ ingto science from the 
humble work of those who endeavor faithfully 
to pop~~larize its teachings is not always rec- 
ognized by the investigator. Yet such worli, 
though loolied dowii upon by many not taking 
the trouble properly to inform themselves, is 
worthy of no doubtfill recognition. An excel- 
lent example, perhaps second to none i11 this 
country for its success ancl benelicial results, 
is the founding and conduct of the Agassiz 
association, which held its first general as-
sembly last summer in Philadelphia. The 
origin and plan of the association are the morlc 
of one man, Mr. I-Inrlan 11. Ballarcl. The 
society was first a local institution for yonth 
a t  the Lenos (Mass.) acaclemj , of which 1711.. 
Ballard is principal. I t  pro~ecl so saccessfi~l 
in proinoting a love for the st~icly of natural 
phenomena, that he couceived the iclea of mak- 
ing the experiment more generally usc f~~ l .  An 
invitation to form a general association was 
answered with such unexpected eiithusiasm, 
that over seven hundred local branches have 
now been established, and more than eight 
thousancl children and grown l>eople enrolled 
within four years. As the idea was in part 
suggested by the success of a similar society 
of boys and girls in Sn~itzerlancl, the American 
association has heen very appropriately nalncd 
after Louis Agassiz, whoie sympntliy ~tilcl ear- 
nest work in behalf of popular education has 
made his name historical in both Switzerland 
and America. 

The associatioil was originally planned for 
the benefit of the young. I t  was speedily 
ascertained, however, that its inetliocls of en-
couraging study by out-door collecting, by 
sol~seyuent talks, ancl by arranging exchanges 
with others, were much more effective stimu- 
lants than had been imagined ; and other 
teachers besides tlie principal of Lenox acad- 
emy found thein useful in their schools. 

By the regulations of the association, cllap- 
ters may be established by a few persons, four 
being the minimum limit ; and age having been 
~ i s e l y  left out of account, mauy families 

liave formetl separate chapters. I11 some cases 
single persons of mature age, living in remote 
places, have founci its aclrantages such that 
they have been admitted as correspondents. 
The vol~intary labor of stridents in various 
departments has been secured, so that chapters 
and corresl~ondents can obtain tlie illformation 
they iieetl a t  fil>st hancl ; and the extensive cor- 
respondence to effect this result has been con-
ducted w i t h o ~ ~ t  charge by Mr. Ballard. By 
the co-operation of the editors of St. iVic7~olas, 
a montllly reporl is printed in that journal, 
without expense to the association. The maga- 
zine has thus become instrumental in helping to 
support the association, and deserves all the 
honor and credit won by s~1c11 goocl offices. 

Classes for the systelnatic study of elemen- 
tary botany, e~itomology, anatomy, and physi- 
ology, have been formed under the leaclersllip 
of competent teachers, and conducted by cor- 
respondence. Self-help and independent ex-
ertion are in this way made necessary for 
eyery isolatetl chapter, and this is systeinat- 
ically enconraged by all the influence of the 
leacler of the association. Much goocl must 
have been already done in this way in direct 
ol~positiou to the whole tendency of the orcli- 
nary training of the schools, and we are 1nrtcl.l 
inistalien if both pupils aiicl teachers hnre not 
in many cases bee11 greatly benefited by their 
experience in this really higher class of educa- 
tional work. 

We  are told by the president, in his ' Hand-
book,' that the association is desigiled to be 
an extended free school of the i~atural sciences, 
open to persons of a11 ages and conditions. 
We cannot avoici a smile, however, when he 
adds that the association is intended to re-
semble the ' great school at  Chs~utauqua ; ' for 
that school, nith its large annual attendance and 
camp-meeting organization, is not one-tenth 
part so valuable to the intellectclal interests of 
this country as either the Agassiz association 
or the soinewllat similar ' Associatioil for the 
proi~~otionof liome studies,' founded by Miss 
Ticknor of 13oston. The conductors of these 
enterprises flare done something permanent 
and effectual towards spreading a taste for 
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self-crilture ill :ni alrnost new sense, so fa1 as  
the majority of people arc coiicernetl. They 
have show11 tliab tilere is n l~racticable metl~ocl 
by 17 hiell the a\ erugc i~itelligeilce and self- 
reliailt c l~aiacter  of the peol)le ontsiclc of the 
sci~oolrooin, a s  ne l l  :ts in  it. can be effecti~ cly 
iiicieased, and 1l:t~e t : l l~gl~t  tilorisa~idsI ~ U Wto 
molk n i t h  ~ h a t c ~ e r  wcrel i ~ e a i ~ s  a t  Iiantl, ilot 
only for their on 11 intcllectnal irn111ol emelit, 
but for that  of their cl~ilclreii ant1 neiqli1)ois. 
This  mnzt eJ entnally niyect the cnrrici~lnm of 
the pul)lic sellools tlirongll the crentioli of' n 
dernantl for better and inore 11ntm:ll mcthotls 
of i~ist;nction. Intleccl, if 3Tr. l ~ n l l m d  n ere to  
d o  notl~iiig for tlie rcmaiiicler of 111s life blit 
cnrrj on rind perfect tlic s j  s t e~ i l  lie has origi- 
~ i a t e d ,  :rnd so esleild the ii~flni~iiccof hi.; 
societj , 11e conlil (lo ilothing more tlesirnble 
for the interests of science ill this c o ~ ~ i ~ t i j ,  a, 

associatioil is no lollger composed n.1iolly of  
J ' O L I ~ I ~  nnm-l>crsoi~s, ant1 hns admittecl large 
hers of aclults. T l ~ eprolxietors of St. L%7ic7101i~~~ 
]lare a cliaiicc t o  lay the wliole society lil~cler 
obligatioils of a Binti ~ l i i c h  such bodics of  
l~eople,  ill o11r espe i ie~ icc ,  have never failed t o  
recognize v i t h  grntitutle and appropriate xc-
ki lo~~ledgmeii ts .  \L7c sho11lc1 enri~estly atlvise 
them to talie advantage of their oljpoltlmity. 

~\;111l.r. trn\-eililiq ilpoil tile , ~ m a z o i i  in 1581, 
I n-as So~truiinte ill 11a\ing an o l~ l ro~tnn i tyto 
o l ~ s e r ~ csonic of t l ~ c  effc~cts of R remnrlinl~le 
~ ) l ~ e ~ i o m e n o ~ i  occrirs a t  tlic no l ther i~  ~ ~ I l i e l l  e m -
lioccc7~11l-eof that  or, ill coiliicctioi~ n i t h  tlii- l i ~  

sp~iliq-tidcs. I t  is kiiolr 11 to the  I i ~ i l ~ a n s  ailti 
E ~ a z i l i n i ~ i  tlic po~~c?l,dcn,lant1 is,  I l~clicve, 

or rrloie likelj to  sccure f ~ ~ t r ~ r e  11npl)iiicss aild 
persoi1:tl satisfaction for Ilimself. 

Thcic  is, lloweler, in tlle pat11 of' this new 
org:nlixntion, n certain tlailger a ~ i s i n g  froin 
its n'ccssalilj in t i~na te  association nit11 n 
pnblishii~g enterpiise like tllat of S f .Nicholccs. 
Publ i i l~ers  nild etiiturs must (lo what ill be 
piofitable. ailtl cnlliiot :tfford too mncli pliilnn- 
tliropy in their l~usiness .  This  spiiit appears 
in  the title, ' St. Nicliolas Agnssiz association,' 
as  i t  stands upon the titlepage of tlic I Iand-
booli.' T h e  incongruitj of 1i:iiiies oEends 
good taste, nrld does not accord ~ v i t h  the  
purely unselfish natnre of the whole e~iteiprise. 
There is also a real cause for al~prel~eiision in 
one clause of tile constitution, n~liicli places 
tile nppoiiitment of his saccessor in the liailds 
of tlie president ancl lhe  editors of the St. 
Nicholas. Most persons nil1 translate it  ns 
having but one object, -that of securing l o  the 
publishers and editors, ill the fritnre, wllnterer 
advantages inny f l o \ ~  fiom the prospelity of 
the society. However pardonnble nncl strictly 
honorable this inax be from n hiisiness point 
of view, it  is not coi~sistent with tlie scheme 
of the association, ni i~l  will finally excite corn- 
merit nncl dissatisfaction. I t  might have beell 
1:ecessary to  colifi~le the pon er of appointment 
and election in a society of chiltlren ; but this 

pecerallj  supposed to Ije idei~tical n i th  the 
bore ' of the 1I11gli 1jr:nlc.ll of tile C:anges. oE 

tlie B r a l ~ i n a p o o t ~ a .  1 I egretant1 of tlie Inclris. 
very mnch, that  hlie C o n d a i ~ ~ i ~ ~ e , '  n110 pnibed 
through this p a t  of the couiitry abont 1740, 1 
coulcl not o l~se i re this plienomci~on in ac t~ in l  
operatio11 ; hut  the geiitlem:ln gnest I~ ~ l l o s e  
n as a t  tlie tiine, n ~ i d  upon ~ ~ l i o s e  boat I n a s  :I 
ljnssengel, nas fairly lloi~ified a t  my suggest- 
ing sncli a tllii,g, n l ~ i l e  his boatine11 nnited in  
n fervent Gocl f'oihicl tlint ~ v c  eyer see ~ l io~i l (1  
tlie ~ ~ O Y O T ' ~ C C L !' aiid el cr nftei wards dori1)tecI 
mv sanity. 1v e ~ i t u ~ e ,  e some 11on ever, to  g i ~  
of the res l~ l t s  of in>- on n obscrl atioiis, in older  
that  those r h o  in tlie f r~ turc  \ is i t  this region, 
concerning ~ l i i c l i  so little is l i l ~ o ~ ~ l ~ ,  maj- Ilc 
:iblc t o  sec, ant1 estnblisli as  far as  lmssible, tlie 
rate  of destructioii :incl hnilcling-111) here heiilg 
c a n  iecl on. 

I was upon a t i ip  f i o ~ n  RIaca;)n. -n sinall 
tonrii on the northern hank of tlie A m a ~ o n ,  
niid nbor~t  a huiitlred iniles from its month, -
domil the r i ~ e r  t o  the ocean, ant1 thence n p  
the Rio Aragr~arj- :is far a s  tlie l a i t  lnigl~t  1113 
found iinvigable. The  one iiiliabited place oil 
the Alagunij.  is  a nii1it:iry colony, calletl tlle 
Co1oiii:i. 3lilit:ir Petlro Segnnclo. A t  Jf:~c:1116 
I became accyuaiiitetl with thc t11ei1 diieetor, 
Lieut. Pe(l10 Aiesaiidriiio T a l  ares, and n as  
inriteil by him t o  r i s ~ t  tlie Alxgnarf.  

I This  moril, .ii.l~ichis of 'Pup? or native I ~ r n a i l i n ~ ~oriyin, is 
the one invarin1)ly uavd by tire Braizili;~lis.17atlier JoBo '1':rv:rrc~ 
s:iywt is pt.ob;tblg a frequent;ltive ior111 ilcrired froin tiic 'I'upQ 
word onoe .  \vhicll ~ n c n n s' t o  break \\itti  ;i noise. '  

C ; ) ~ I ( ~ ( ~ I I I ~ I I Cwab sent bv tl9e Eoyn l  zlcadcrny of scicnccr;, o f  

France, to rr1al;e n a t r o n o o ~ i c h ~ 
obii.rrations in  8on tb  America jri 

l i 3 5 .  His defcription of thc i i o ~ o ~ ~ d c a 
is the one fro111nhicl l  all, 
r:Serences to i: ha\-r becri t a h t i i  irntil  now. 


