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rate of book-postage is one cent for four ounces: tlie 
American rate is one cent for two ounces. Surely 
tliere call be no good rpason for such a rrstriction 011 

the diffusior~ of lit,erature in this coulltry. Dista~lt  
su1)scribers to circulating libraries and hoolr-cli~bs in 
Erigland are regularly s~~pp l i ed  tl~rougll the mails. 
TYhy ca~lliot we have similar facilities lierc ? 

A. ;%LELVII,LE BELI,. 
Tlhshingtoa, I1.C. 

Systematic  earthquake observation. 

It mill give me pleasi~re to joiu in ally sucll sys- 
tcliiatic effort to secure the observalion of eartli-
clu~fies as is proposed in Gcience, iv. :;:?A, i~~iclto 
proride, so far as practicable, for establisl~ii~g seis-
nom meters, and ~rialrilig obsei'vati~,ns at this observa- 

colleague, -and he lirecl to co~nl)lcte tlieili 
both. Fortlin:~tely, he as able to devote all 
liis tiine and poxvers to liis favorite stlidics ; aiicl 
11e steadilr did so r i thout distracting haste 
ancl n itllout clelaj ing i~~tcrmission,for 111s short 
ailiii~nl lioliclqs nere tliemsel~ cs rnaclen s ~ r n l l ~  
subsen i c~ i t  to botniiicnl in\ estigntion. 81-
tllorigh lr(1 shnniied officini eiigageiilciits arid :ill 
t ime-con~i imin  nvocatioils, he (lid iiot refuse 
to bear his part of tlie bruden ill the ntlministra- 
lion of scientific :iKiiirs. V'ilen J ouiig, he n-ns 

tory. EIITVARDC. PICI~~:~ISC+. 
Harrard collcge obserr%~tory,  


Cambridge, Oct. 4. 


Abnormal form of Trilliuan grandiflorum. 

Early i:i Junt?, 1833, I folind at North Fi~~.risbul.g, 
Vt., n curiou:, specinieri of Trilliulii grai~tlillc~i.iil~r, -
a species given to monstrosities, as every botailist 
lcnows. I n  this instance the l~etals \yere tx~cnty-one 
in number, and pale gieeli, edged ~vit~li purple-pinli, 
in color. I re~lloved tile plar~t to lliy garile11; and in 
1884 it displayed a ~ ~ O S S O I ) ~vitli eighteen petals arld 
six sepals. The petals ~vere c1eept.r iii color t l ia~l  
before, and. their general hue mas l~irrlr rather lllali 
green. At neither t i n ~ e  wore there any traces of 
orgarls of fructificatioii. T i~s i :~ -UAI,D~-IN. 


Charlotte, Vt., Oct. 3. 


GEOIZ G E  BBEATT1lAJI. 

GEORGEBCNLII~I;ILclic~l nt his house ill Lon- 
don on the 10th of Scpterul~er,-n fen- days 
before the completion of his eighty-fourth year. 
The event is in the course of nature. l l i s  
scientific life calve to a closc in the spring of 
the l~recedirig rear ,  hen he laid clonii his pen 
upon the com~letion of tile ' Genera pla~ita- 
rum.' His work finished, tlie ~ ~ e a r i e d  reteran 
succumbed to the bodily infiriliities of age, yet 
still with ~nirid essentially nnimpxired, and has 
now gone to rest. His carliest publication 
1)ears the date of 1826, fifty-eight years ago. 
The first part of his classical moliograph of the 
Labiatae was issued in 1832 ; and haidly a 
year of tlie subscqnent half-centurg- has passed 
without some botailical contrib~ition from his 
hand. At the age of sistx, m11e11 most men 
seek retirement from service, he courageously 
entered upon his most formidztble labors, -the 

Flora Australiensis,' iii which he was assisted 
by Voii Muller in Australia ; ancl the ' Genera 
plantarum,' with Sir Joseph Hooker for his 

for tell years lionorarg sccretar) of the London 
llorticnlt~iral societj , vith Li~ldlej  for undcl- 
sccrctnrj-, in the ixost nctire ailcl f l o u r i ~ h i n ~  
days of that institntion. Later, he held f o ~  
tliiltccil years the pr~esicleiiey of tlie Liniiean 
societj . I n  both situations 11(1 g a l e  hiniself 
with clrnracteristic tlioroughiless lo  his duties ; 
he also hrought to tlieirl a busirlcss tact, nild a 
sliren c111ess of j~~rlgment n11c1 p o ~ r c r  of adillin- 
islrntion, nhich his very ~et i r lng  liabits noultl 
not lend one to expect. l l i s  annun1 atldrcsse.: 
i'rom the cl~nir of the Linnenn socictg, aln a) s 
l ~ c i t i ~ ~ e u tto the time and the occasion, arc 
models Lot11 in thought :lud in statenlent, and 
are of permanciit ~ a l u e .  

,111.. Centl~nrii caille of a notable stoc~k. I le  
was the iieplienr ( a i d  heir) of Jerenij  Cen- 
tliain ; liis father, Gen. bir Sncriuel I~entham,  
nras :L ilaval ellgiilecr of rernnrlrable tnleilts ; 
a ~ i d  liis ~llotlier, if -ive rnistaiie not, n7as a 
daughter of Dr. Fotlierg~ll. home years of 
liis boyhood nere passed in Russia; the ie- 
n~ainiier of his youth in France, n-here liis 
earliest bo ta~~ ica l  andproduction n-as nrittcn 
published. 0 1 1  his retuln to Englmid he en-
tered a t  Lincoln's Inn, nllcl mas aclinlttetl to 
the bar. About this time, to plcnse his lincle. 
wlio had discerlied his ability, he wrote a 
s~nall  ancl ~ iow se iy  rare book upon logic, in 
TI-~iichwas first iritroduced the qiiaatifieatioi~ 
of the predicate. But lie soon returiled to his 
early lore, and devoted hiinself to phaeiroga- 
mous sjsternatic botany, in which, siilce his 
compeers, Brown, the elder Hooker, and Lind- 
ley have passecl anray, he has been facile p i n -
ceps. His remarkable gift for languages, nearly 
erery European tongue being a t  his conimniid 


