
protest against the castorn ill Belgium oC using 
so I n m y  Fre~~cxhte~t-books.  11e cal3efi1lly 
a\roiils all except real I )~~ tc l l  wortls : so we 
hare borstp{'p ( L  tlioracic' duct ') ,tusclrc.nwc.rve-
lig intervcrtel)ral '). etc., all of wllich are( L  

gatEle~.ecl illto an alplial~etical list at, t llc t ~ d  of 
the volrimc, where their French equivalents are 
also gi\.cn. 

The boolc is tlc~otetl almost exclusively to 
tlie anatomy 2nd physiology of mall as illus-
trating the general 1)rinciples of anilnal life. 
The author's ptesentation of the ruciimellts of 
his science is excelleilt ; but tiis illustratio~ls, 
wllitc lines on a I11ac.k grou~lcl, are ~~c i lhc r  very 
clear nor always accu~-ate. 

ASSOCIATION OF 0PFICI;I L AGRlCUL-
TUilAL; CIIZMIS7'S OF 1'EfE UAJ17'ED 
STA TES. 
kc a rneetiirg held in Philadelpllia, Sept. 8: to con- 

siiler the fo1.11lation of n sub-section of agricctltural 
chemistry of the Arnericalr association, it was dec:nied 
inadvisable 1.0 apply to tlre standing corrtruit,tee; but a 
comrrrittee was selecteil to report a plarl for thefornia- 
tion of ali association of cherrlists who are engage11 in 
tlre arlalgsis of corrtrrlercial fertilizers. 

The comlnitlee's reporl,, which was adopted, recom- 
iner~deil that the as so cia ti or^ of otlicial c l ~ e ~ r ~ i s t sof 
the linited States should be organized. To rner~rber- 
ship in t l~ i s  society, chemists of ctepartnlrtnts of agri- 
culture, state agricnltuml societies, anct boards of 
official coritrol, arc eligible; and each of these organi- 
zations i s  entitled to orre ~ o t e ,  tlrroilgli its propei,ly 
accreclitetl reprcsental,ive, in all rr l~tters upon rvlricii 
thrt society may ballot. A11 chemists are invited to 
attend the meetings, and take part iii the disttnssions, 
xvitl~ot~tthe r jg l~t  to vote. Tire affairs of tlle asso- 
ciation are rn:~r~agedby an executive cortrnrittee of 
five, i ~ ~ c l n d i n g  a president, vice-president, and secre- 
tary (who acts as treasurer). 'I'here are also three 
stantling co~nrnittees, on the tleterrnination of 1)lios- 
1)11oric acitl, ~lit,rogrtn, and potash. They will dis- 
tribute sar~rples for co1np:brative worli, and report tlre 
resultas a t  the annual rneeting, which talres place on 
the first Tuesday in Septeinber of each year, or a t  
ally special mrtetirrgs wliicl~ lnay be calletl. 

After the acceptance of tlie corrstitntion, t,he fol- 
lowing oficers were elected: Presictent, Prof. S. W. 
Johnson of Connecticnt; vice-president, Prof. 11.C. 
TVllite of Georgia: sec~.ct,ary and t~,e;~surer,  Dr. C. iV. 
I)abric?y, j~ul. ,  ol' liort,lr Carolina; i~renlbers of tho 
executive corr~niittec, Dr. E. 11. .lenliins of Corlnccii- 
cut, 1)r. XI. TIr. Wiley of \4T:~slrington. The presirlirrg 
oficer t l~en appointee1 the follo~virrg 1nrtrrrher.s ol' the 
stantling cornrnittees : On l~hosl)lroric acid, Dr. E. I-I. 
Jenkins of Connrtcticut, Dr. El. C. White of (korgia, 
Dr. W. C. Stubbs of Alabaina; orr nitrogen, Mr. P. I<. 
Clr:lz:~l of Sou1.h Carolina, Dr. A. T. Neaie of New 
Jersey, Prof..J. A. Myers of Mississippi; on potash, 
Dr. 13. IT. Wiley of \Vaslli~lgton, Arr. J. W. Gascoyne 
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of Virginia, Mr. Clifford Itichardson of TYaslling-
ton. 

I t  was vot(,d to adopt l~rovisionally the Atlanta 
method for tlre delern~ir~atioti of the variol~s forms of 
phosphoric acid, irl>olving the use of the nsual 11entm1 
citrstc solution at  a temperature of C , j O  C. for a half- 
how.  'l'lre recommelrdations of Dr. Jerrkins irr re- 
qard i n  potash estirn:~tio~i were accepted; a11c1 Mr. 
P. E Cham1 of Colunih~a, S.C., was directed to liale 
the ~)roceedirigs slid rn~~ttrodsof the associatioil 
printed for tlistribution airronq those who are in-
terested ill the strbject. 

TEIE AJrEI1ICAN UTSTORICAL ASSOCIA- 
T I  ON. 

INresponse to a call issued by Gert. Eatom ancl 
I?. B. Sanborn of the Social science association, and 
by l'rofcssors Adarrrr of Atin Arbor, Tyler of Cornell, 
ant1 1)r. 11. B. Atlarr~s of Baltimore, about twenty 
writers, s t r tde~~ts ,and teacliers of history in tlns 
country met a t  tlre Unitctl States hotel, Saratoqa, on 
the mornir~g ol  Hept. 9, and decided to forrn an in-
depentlent orqani/ation for tlie a d v a l ~ c e m e ~ ~ t  of i11c 
scientific study of history on this corrtirient Among 
others present at this and later se\sions, were Prcsi- 
dent White of Cornell; Cltarles I)eane, LL.D., of 
Carnbr~dqe; Justin Wir~ior,  librariar~ of lIarvarrl 
u n i ~ersity ; General Walker of tlre Alassachusetts 
institute of tt~cltrlology; William 1%. Weeder1 of 
Providence; Clarence W. JZowert of the New-Yorlr 
In t l epr~ ide~z t ;l'rofessors C. I<. Adarus of ,In11 Arbor, 
Tyler, Crane, and Tuttle of Cotrrell, ,Instin Scott of 
Rntqers, Emrv ton of ITarvard ; Associate-prol'essor 
11. 13. Arl,~111sof Jolrrrs ULopltins; 111.. Clranrring ancl 
Dr. l i ' r a~c l~e  Justin TTrnsor was elected 01 ITarvarct. 
tenrporary presitler~t, with Dr. IT. 1:. Adarns srcretary. 

In the aftenloon I'rejident Wlritc of Corrrell de- 
livered the opening address in Pntnanl hall. IIe 
advocdletl a broatler treatment of lriitorical topics 
tlran is a t  present followed. Kot that he nndervallletl 
the work oi tlre sl)eciali%t; 1)11t he thought thal a 
view of the llistorical wolli now qoing on in tlle 
~ o r l d  slio\vetl the llecesiity of corinectiitg critical 
analysis, on the one lral~d, wit11 a sy~~t l re \ i s  of resitlts 
on the other. lnslruction in lristory, whicaIr 1s grow- 
ing of rnore importance every cl,~y, slrould include 
both nretl1od5. I-le sex crely c~iticisetl Ilerljert Spen- 
cer's theory of liistorical study as aco~~fotmding 
rnere searcl~ for statistics wit11 the real study of the 
forces of c i ~  ili~atioil. 

Professor C. K. Ada~ns  rc;~tl a lonq paper, writterl 
11) one of Iii.: p r t p ~ l ~ ,  I ~ Pin nlticll actiolls of several 
western slatcs wiLh reg,~itl lo t l ~ c  Ictnds wl~ich the  
~ l a l ~ o n  given Cot pltrl?osrs of collegiatellntl them 
ectncaLion were rlrost jnstlv denonnced. 

Wetlnesday I ~ O I]ling ;rnotllcr scsiion was lreld, at  
wlricali a constittltion was adopted, and per~nanrant 
oificcrs elected: Arldrew D. n71iite, l)rcsitlent; Justill 
M7i~rsor and C. I<. Adal~rs, vice prebidenti; H. 1%. 
rida~lls, secretary: and C. W. l iowrr~, treasurer. Tlrra 
arfairs of the association were confided to the care of 
an execut~ve courlcil consistir~g ot thr. above cs  qfficio, 
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and Clrarlcs Deane, hloses Coit Tyler, TV. B. Weeden, 
and Ephmim Emerton. 

Dr. Edmard Channing of Harrard college then react 
a paper in which he maintained that the early set- 
tlers of the English Xorth-Anlcrican colonies ditl not 
leave behind them the experience in the management 
of local affairs which tliey had inherited fro111 their 
ancestors, and which formed one of the most precious 
inheritances of the English race; but that they 
brought such experience to this country, and there 
applied i t  so far as the peculiar conditions of their 
environment would permit. He further said, that he  
thought the English co~nmon-law parish of 1600 was 
the most important connecting link between the 
institutions of the English race in their two homes; 
and he gave some exarriples of this connection. Dr. 
Charles Deane gave the pith of the argument ad- 
vanced by Juclge Aldrich, at  a recent meeting of the 
Antiquarian society, that the New-England town 
system was but a legislative creation. Dr. H. 13. 
Adams said that  in his opinion there was not one 
institution of early New England which did not have 
its analogue in the institutions of old 1'21igland, ancl 
h e  thought that  the author of the paper under discus- 
sion had found the cor~nectir~g Judge Cham- linlr. 
berlain of the Boston public library encleavored to 
show that the two theories were not inconsistent, 
and likened the experience that the Sew-England 
fathers had brongl~t with them to a grain of English 
wheat, which when planted in our soil reproduced 
its kind so far as circnmstances would permit. Presi-
cler~t White, in closing the discussion, ren~arlied that 
he  considered the paper an  example of the union 
of the analytic and synthetic methods which he had 
adrocated. 

Mr. C. 11. Lererrnore of Johns Hopkins then read 
an able essay on tlie founders of New Haven, -John 
Dave~iportand Theophilus Eaton,- who hat1 strength- 
ened class distinctions at  the outset in their colony, 
and had created a ruling caste of Brahmins. 

Prof. T. 31. Crane of Corr~ell described some new 
sources of mediaeval history which he  has recently 
opened up. He thought tlle field would be an  attmc- 
tive one, both from the large amount of new material, 
and also from the new methods applied to old mate- 
rial such as local traditions, popnl:~r songs, and follr- 
tales, which often contained details not to be fo1111d 
in mritten history. A still more curious source was 
the collections of stories with which tlle preachers of 
that  time enlivened their sermons; each in itself of 
little value, bat  forming, en  bloc, invaluable material 
for the historian. This new methocl of study mould 
re-act most favorably upon the study of our own his- 
tory, and encourage the collection of local tmclitions, 
folk-songs, and tales; of which an excellent beginning 
has been rnacle in Allen's Slave songs of the South, 
arid Newell's Songs and games of Arnerican chil(lren. 
l'resiclcr~t White spolre of the irrlportance of Profes- 
sor Crane's work, and then introd~~cecl Dr. Frarrcke 
of Harvarcl college; who described the founding and 
progress of the A310nz~r~aenta with which Ger~na)zi~le ,  
he had been associateti for two years. Justin Winsor 
closed the session with an account of the Narrative 

ancl critical history of America that  he is now edit- 
ing, arid of which two volumes are already printed 
although not published. 

B t  a pitblic session in the afternoon, Professor 
Tyler of Cornell presented a rather con~monplace and 
eulogistic paper upon the influence of Thomas Pa i~ ie  
on the declaration of independence; and Professor 
Austin Scott - formerly associatecl with George 
Bancroft-read an  essay on the constitutional de- 
velopment of the United States. The ir~tense heat 
interfered with the author's delirery, and also with 
the taking of notes; but it ]nay be said that  the 
author maintained that what he ternled the federa- 
tive principle was the key to our constitutional his- 
tory, and he traced its action with great care and 
detail through the successive periods of our national 
growth. I t  is to be hoped that Mr. Scott \vill still 
further elaborate and publish his paper, which 
showed cor~siderable ability and thought. 

NOTES 01V T H E  ELECTfZICAL COlV-
FERENCE. 

TIIE Electrical conference, called together by the 
commission appoinled by the president of the United 
States, met in Philadelpl~ia on Monday, Sept. 8, and 
conti~iuecl its sessions throughout the week. The 
first meetings vere  held in the lecture-hall of the 
Electrical exhihition; ba t  on account of tlle bad 
acoustic properties of that room, the sessions after 
Tuesday tooli place in the hall of the Franklin in- 
stitnte. 

About one hundred and seventy-five delegates were 
invited by this cominissiori to be present, and eon-
stitnte the conference. Of these the greater number 
were American investigators and electricians, but 
a n~unbe r  of foreign conferrees mere also inciatled. 
Of these it should be mentioned, that  there were 
present Sir William Thomson, who was also vice- 
president of the confererice; Professor Fitzgerald of 
the University of Dublin; Professor Oliver Lodge of 
Liverpool; Mr. W. H. Freece of the English postal 
telegraph; Professor L41.th~~r Schuster of Manchester; 
ancl Professor S i lvan~~s  P. Thompson of University 
college, Bristol. 

Tlle conference was designed to be representative 
of all interested in progress in electrical lrnowledge; 
ancl so not orily were those present ~ v h o  are more 
concerrreil with the purely theoretical q~icstions in- 
volved, bnt also those especially occupied in develop- 
ing applications of electricity. 

Prof. Simon Newcomb, on behnlf of the conlmis- 
sion, opener1 the conference in a brief atldress of wel- 
come, arid also stated the objects for ~vhich  the con- 
ference had been callecl. H e  was follo~vecl by the 
president of the conference, Prof. IIenry A. Row-
land, who delivered a carefully prepared and very 
interesting address, in which were iliscussed, among 
other things, the interdependence of applied and 
pnre science, some of the questiorrs still open in 
electrical science, and the neetl of more careful train- 
ing in the theory of electricity in technical scliools. 


