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COMMENT AND CRITICISAI .  

TIIE A~IERICANassociation for the advance- 
ment of science borrowed its constitution, in 
large measure, from the British. yet, while it 
is evident in the nature of tliings that the same 
rules cnnnot answer for two countries differing 
so widely in geographical extent, one weak- 
ness of the American, as compared with the 
British society, lies in its lacli of an efficient 
orgzanization in the interim between two ineet- 
ings, and the necessity that the 11011-permanent 
members of the stancling committee shoulil be 
cliosen from and by the members present at  
one of the annual gatherings This cleficiency 
has been emphasized by the visit of the Brit- 
ish association on this side of the water, aud 
by the prol~osal for an international association 
of some sort. 

This leacls us to draw the attelltion of those 
interestecl to one or two features of the recent 
Bloatreal meeting, which might well be adoptecl 
by the American association, a i d  wonld re-
quire no alleration of the constitution. One 
is the grouping of papers in each section, so 
that those of a similar character are read to- 
gether, eliciting a better discussion, Deer from 
discursiveness, and a t  less cost of time ; an-
other is fixing set subjects for cliscussion an  
some topics of interest, to be openecl b j  desig- 
nated members ; a third is the daily disposal of 
the entire scheclule, no matter how much tlie 
papers have to be abbreviated or the sessioii 
prolongecl, so that each claj's programme is 
fresh. The most important of all is the appro- 
priation of grants of money to committees for 
special scientific work during the year, the 
grants this year amounting to over £1500. 

THEGROWTH of the American association, 
dnring the past five years, warrants the belief 
that such grants are entirely mitliiii its disposal, 
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if it will simply reverse its plan of printing 
papers in full. We  beliere that only five of 
the numerous papers read a t  AIontreal are to 
be printed i ? ~eztenso; sac11 papers having to 
be recommended by the sectional committees, 
ancl approved by the general committee. I n  
our own association, the matter is completely 
within the coiitrol of the standing committee, 
which, by aclopting a similar policy, might soon 
bring the association into possession of a per-
manent fund of fifty thousand clollars, -such 
as the British association now enjoys, -instead 
of leaving it to fiilfil but hztlf its mission on its 
paltry inrestmeilt of a couple of thousancl clol- 
lars. A t  present, the American association is 
expending more than four tilousand dollars a 
year in printing ; while tlie British association, 
with twice the membership, and an alerage 
presentation of twice as many papers, prints 
no bulkier a voluinc, and less tlian half of i t  
is made up of members' papers. Tlie avenues 
of publication in America are nonr ample enough 
for all papers of permanent value. 

Po H ~ Sbeen justlj held, that the meeting of 
the British association in Cai~acla would produce 
a direct stimulus to science in the dominion. 
The association itself has ericlently cleter-
mined that it shall. 7Velcomed with the utmost 
corcliality, fostered by the governlnent, and re- 
ceiving the marked attention of the gorernor- 
general, it has raisecl, ainong its own members, 
a science-scholarship fund for NcGill Uni-
versity, -probably to be devoted to civil en- 
gineering, -has been t l ~ e  occasion of a gift 
of fifty tliousand dollars for a public library in 
Montreal, and has passecl a series of resolu- 
tions pointecllj calling the attelltioil of the 
Canadian goverilnlent to two important duties 
to science ancl humanity which it has hitherto 
neglected, -a proper system of tidal observa- 
tion along its estendecl coasts, for the benefit 
of navigatioil ; and systematic researches upon 
the native tribes of half a continent. 
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ETIIKICproblems have a natural interest for 
the American people. Their great task is t o  
fuse together the life of many lands, -t o  bring 
political anrl social union out of the v ides t  
diversities that  the races of n ~ e n  afford. They  
follow a t rac  instinct in  giving time and 
public money t o  such problems. The  b~l reau  
of ethnology is cloillg all adlnirable worlr 
i n  gathering the  history of our cleparling 
aborigines. There is ,  hen-ever, another field 
of labor, -one not yet  fairly enterecl on, either 
by  private students o r  by  the ordered phalaases  
that  are lnarshallecl in the cause of science by  
the bureaus of the federal govel'llmellt. A s  
the indigenous savages were forcecl towards the 
setting sun by  the plougll-(~rivi11g SrJ-ans, 
the  sllore mas crossed b y  allother savage race, 

the Lkfrican, that has  come t o  s tay for ,211 time 
in our fields. 

can be no q,lestion tllat the -kfrical1 
ill the United States presents us  ~ i t h  the 
greatest and most illterestillg experilnent that 
has ever beell tried by civilizer1 man upon a 

lower people. -kI'~lllld this race h a r e  gathered 
a host of problems of the utmost importallce 

to  pure science: and of illfillite interest in  that  
fielcl of callecl sociology: illto 

sciellce i s  with such difficulty making a slow and 
blunclerillg way. O u t  of the very numerons 
inqniries tha t  sl~oulcl be inacle in this field \Ire 
may note tkle followillg, that are a t  the momellt, 
perhaps, the  rnost impolbtant because t h e 1  
collcern lnatters tklatlleed to be studied at  once. 
Fi5.st among these is  the qncstion of the origin 
of our Alnericall negroes. ~l~~~~ is % great 
deal that  still call be  gntheretl concerning this 
q~lestion. N o  close observer of the llegro race 
ill this co~ultry can fail t o  h a r e  noticed the 

cliversity of type lnaslce(l hehillcl the cle- 
ceiyillg nniformity of hne. Seco~zcl,Re hnve 
the l~robleln of the physical and lnental change 
that  has  col l~e ore r  this people since their re-

t o  ~ m e r i c a .  TJ~ircl,the effects of clilllate 
in digerellt parts of the LTllitec- States llpoll 
these blaclr races, -effects on shape, liability 
to disease, longevity, etc. TVhat t o  d o  
and for the negro, and how to d o  it ,  is  the 

question of all questions most immediately 
and imperativelj before us. W e  best begin 
t o  deal with it by  rnnl~ing a scientific stucly 
of him. 

LETTERS TO T H E  EDITOR.  

Corresponde??ta are requested to he a? brief ns  ponsible.
Thezoriter'sname i s  in allcases required asproof  of goodfaith.  

T h e  in i t ia t ion  of deep-aea  dredging. 
rlulnber of Scieilce (July xr. 

bun is rather severe upon European naturalists for  
their supposed ignorance of the fact that t.he Gulf- 
stream can.ied on by the Corn.ill, ullder 
the s~~prrintentlence of the late Mr. Pourtalk,  were 
com~nencedin lSli7, the year before the first lZritish 
expedition ill the Lightning; arid he  speaks of Mr. 
Ponrtalks' report of December, 18Ci7, as having been 
'utterly ignored ' by E u r o p e a ~ ~  writers. 

I t  is quite true that  no refererlct: was macle to this 

report iri tile historical account, of the subject which 
forrllecl part of tlie preliminary report of the dredging 
operations of the Ligtrtiri~lg, presented to the Itoyal 
society by Dr. Carpenter on Dee. 17, 1868; for the  
bulletin of the i \ Ins~um of comparative zoiilogy, whicll 
contained Po11rtali!s' report, had rrot then reached 
him. Tlie co~~responde~ice Dr.between Carpenter
and Sir lirgville Thornson, \vhich led to tlie cruise of 
the Liglltnirlg (pnblisl~ed as an appendix to Dr. Car- 
penter's report), wau carried on in entire ignorance of 
the fact that  PourtalBs had dredged dowr~ to a depth 
of three hundred and fifty fathoms a twelvenlorltEl 
before. I n  fact, it was only after their return in 
Septembc.r, 18ti8, that they heard for tile first tillle of 
the work done by Mr. Pocut,allxs in May of that and 
of the previous gear. But a short account of it, re- 
ceived from Prof. A. Aga.siz, was quoted by Dr. 
Carpenter; and refererice mas given to a fuller notice 
of Jlr .  Pourtalks' results in Sillirnan's jouriial for 
Novell~ber, 1868. 

I t  will be seen, therefore, that Dr. Carpenter, far  
from ignoring the reyearches of Mr. Ponrtalils ill tlro 
Corwin, fully recognized their priority to ~ I I O S Ccar-
ried on in the Lightrlillg durirlg the auturrrrl of 151i8. 
1Ie could not, well refer to a doculllent, which, ttiough 
published a gear previously, had not yet conle into 
the ]rands of British rlaturalists, and consequeiitly 
could not receive froin them the credit which 3Ir. 
Rathbi~n says has been deriietl it. Bat Xr. Pour- 
talks' dredgirrgs were noticed in the sanle number of 
the proceetliugs of the IZoyal society as were those 
of the Lightning; and I do not well see how their 
value conltl have been more fully recoguizecl, consid- 
eri,,g ,vllat ,as lcllomn about them in this 
co~u~t , ry .

I freely admit, however, that in 'Tile depths of the 
sea,3the boo,< to which JIr. Rathiran so pointedly 
refers (tllougl~ without naming i t) ,  it is stated that. 
the dredgings of Mr. l'ourtali-s were ' con~rrierlcetl: in 
7868. is olre of s e ~ e r a l  l r~ i~ror  illaccuracies 
~vhich  are nnforti~rlately to be found scattered 
throi~gh the wo~,li ;  all($, I~owever much they are to be 
regretted, it 111ust be renlemberetl tllat at, the tirlle i t  
was w1.itte11 the author was in bnd I~ealth, with his 
time fully occupied by his psofessorial dutieq, a11d Ily 
the pr.eparations for the cruise of the (>hallenger, 
vhich  comrnenccd almost before the boolr its ill the 
harids of the public. 111 fact, the later chapt,ers, 
which contain thc erroneous reference to the date of. 


