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earth and sky, the proposed plan of Mr. Janiin is the 
only logical one; and it deserves, a ~ l d ,  coming frorn 
such a source, will no do~ tb t  receive, the thorougli 
consideration of meteorologists. H.  11.I'AUL. 

\lTashington, July 22 .  

INDIAN LANGUAGES OF SOUTg 
ArllERICA. 

THE Indian languages of South America certain- 
ly deserve to be investigated as thoroughly as any 
other languages of the globe ;but, unfortunately, there 
are only a few men who make of then1 an object of 
research. Abstracts of their granimatic ele~lle~its 
have been published, from earlier sources chiefly, by 
Professor Friedr. RIi~ller in his 'Grundzuge der spmch- 
wisse~lschaft,' and by Lucien Adam in his 'Exarnpn 
grammatical de seize la~igues A1n6ricaines' (Paris, 
18S2). The fo l lowi~~g treatises, published of late, have 
come to our notice, and ha l e  added considerably 
to our knon,ledge of tlie3e curious forms of human 
speech: lo. Dr. Julius Platzmann's ' Glossar der feu- 
crlantlischen sprache.' This is an  attempt to present 
the Yaligan il~alect of the Fuegian Islands in lexical 
forni, and is chiefly based upon a Fuegian translation 
of the Gospel of bt. Lulte. I t  is prt~ceded by four 
h i s t~ r i c~ t land topograpllical articles, corriposed by Dr. 
Karl Whistling, enlarging upon physical pec~~liarities 
of these islands 2 O .  The first results of a scientific 
explolation of the Fuegian Islands by Bove, aided by 
the govern~nent of Italy, have been rnnde public by 
Giacomo Bove, in his ' I Fueyini, secolldo l'nltimo 
suo viaggio ' (Parte prima, Genova, 1883). Exleilslve 
vocabularies of the language are pnblishcd in this 
volume So. A manuscript of 1818, by John Luccoli, 
colltaining grammatical elements and a vocabulary 
of the 'I'npi language or lingoa geral of B r a ~ i l ,  wa, 
publislied a t  liio de Janeiro by H .  Laemmert & 
Co., 18Y2 Curiously enough, the titlepage contains 
tlie statenlent that the ~rlaterial is ' badly arranged.' 
4 O .  Dr. Julins Platzmann's facsimile edition of Have- 
stadt's book on Chiliddgu, which has been previously 
referred to in Science, iii. 660. ZO. A short ethno- 
graphic and linguistic artlcle on the Indians of An- 
tioquia arid of tlie Cduca valley, Colambian Union, 
mas published by E. B. \\Tl~lte,I?. G. S., in the J02~1.-
nal of the untl~ropolorlical institute of Great B i s i tn i i~  
and Ireland, 1884. I t  contalns vocabularies of the 
Soinania  and Tad6 dialects of the Choc6 linguistic 
fam~ly.  Go. In  the forni of vocabularies of about two 
hunclred terms each, seven Bolivian languages are 
given by Dr. Ed~vin  R. Heath in the April nunlber 
(1858) of the ICao~sus city tSer;iezu. These languages 
are the Canichdna, Cayaiba, Nobinla, Nose tha ,  
PacavBra, Rlar6pa, and Tacina. The author has given 
a graphic account of his travels through that de- 
serted and T r a n s a c t i o ? ~ ~malaiial country i11 the of 
the A n ~ e r i c a n  geographical society of X e w  ITool.k, 
188.3. 7O. The foreign and Indian words introduced 
into the Portugnese of Brazil mere collected by Braz 
da Costa Xabirn in the Eiuistn t~inzensnl of Xio Ja-  
neiro, vol. xlv., under the t ~ t l e  'Vocabulos indige- 

nas e outros introduzidos no uzo vulgar.' go. An  
array of notices of former travellers upon the Aimo- 
r6s has been gathered by A. H. Keane, professor 
a t  the London university, partly anttlropological, 
partly ethriograpliical, mitli a short li~lgltistic appen- 
dix, and published nit11 his own remarks in the 
Jozc~nnl oj. the trntf~ropologicul institute, November, 
1853 (15pages, So), under the superscriptio~i ' On the 
Botocudos.' The tribal name, AimorBs ( '  vagrant 
enemies '), is preferable to and much older than 
Botocudos ( '  the ones wearinq the lip-ornament'), 
which applies to many other South-American tribes 
just as well. Another name, the one by which they 
call themselves, is NBdlkmun (or ' men, people'). 

THE ATEFV EOGOSLOFF VOLCAllTO. 

THE Grerringk or Nerv Bogosloff volcano, de-
scribed in Science (Jan.  23, 1884) from observatioris 
rnade last fall by Capts. Hague and Anderson, was 
visited by the revenue-cutter Tllomas Corwiri on the 
20th of last Xay. Photographs and reports have 
been received at  the treasury department which add 
coilsiderably to our knowledge of its condition. I t  
appears that the two peaks are united by a Ion dry 
spit, or bar, of sand anil gravel which has doubtless 
bee11 t1iro~r.n g p  by the sea; and Sllip Rock now rises 
from this bar nearly ~nidmay between the two peaks. 
Ship ItocB, which is a nearly perpenclicular pillar, 
seems, from the position of the barnacles on its base, 
to have been raised about twenty feet above its old 
level. The Eogosloff peal; seems to have suffered by 
the commotiorl attending the eruption, as tlie Corw111 
party estimates its height to be about five hundred 
feet, while observations in 1873 by the U. S. coast 
survey gave it a height of over eight hundred feet, 
the upper third of which was composed of extremely 
acute, i~iaccessible pir~nacles. As this determination 
mas dependent upon a base-line measured by a patent 
log, n~hich might Ilave been put corlSiderably in error 
by c n r r e ~ ~ t s ,  too mncli clependence must not be placed 
on the discrepancy; nevertheless, as olcler obserx a- 
tions all gave a greater height still, it is probable that 
a con side^ able chauge has taken place, if the Corwin's 
estiinate be correct. The Grewingk cone was stated 
lo be eight hundred or a tllousalld feet in lieigllt, and 
three-quarters of a mile in diameter, by Capt. Hague. 
I t  is norv reported to be nearly the same height as 
tlie Bogosloff peal<, or some four hundred and fifty 
feet in height ancl half a mile in cliameter. Until 
the details of the snrveg are received, no exact figures 
can be given. A conrenie~lt  landing-place is forrned 
by the bight on either side of the sand-spit above 
mentioned, where the shore is also bold, there being 
three fa tho~ns  under the stern, ~ 4 t h  the boat's head on 
the beach. Farther off, the soundings are regular for a 
short distance, and then drop to a considerable depth ; 
north from the Grewingk peak, however, no bottom 
could be found close in mritll ninety fathoms of line. 
Tlie observations for position do not seem to have 
been very good, owing to cloudy aeather,  bnt showed 
a close correspondence with earlier determinations. 


