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THE O RGBN I Z A  TIOlV 01"A N  IN TERIVA- 
TIONAL SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIA TION. 

SEVERAL anmoiiths ago Science published 
editorial on the proposed foundation of ail In- 
ternational scientific association. Since that 
first public announcenient ot'the project, iater- 
est in it has deepened ancl spread. 'rilere is 
i ~ o win circulation, for aclditioiial sigiiatures, a 
request supported by some of the leading scien- 
tific men of America, aiicl aclclressed to the two 
national associations which meet on our side 
of the ocean this year. This reqnest is to 
the eK'ect that the two bodies shall consider the 
advisability of forming an international asso- 
ciation : it is tlierefore appropriate to consider 
the grouiicls upon which we may advocate the 
execution of the proposal. 

'rhere are many persons who have long held 

nities for personal interco~lrse between illell of 
th; same interests, but who, living in countries 
wide apart, ~ ~ o o l d  Es-otherwise never meet. 
perieiice amply demonstrates the reality of the 
iuterest and advantage of contact, direct and 
immecliate, of mind to minil, which affords an 
insight illto another's may of thought otherwise 
impossible. This is because coilversation en- 
ables one to get by a short cut to the pith of 
thought, and to secure a11 esplanation of just 
mhatever has been obscnre in the conceptions of 
another. The action of others' lniiicls becomes 
niiclerstoocl as i t  never can be from boolts. New 
points of ~ i e w  open up, ant1 the error of the 
personal equation is diminished. Another ad- 
vantage must be sought in the meeting of spe- 
cialists of clifkrent braiiches, who mutually 
illform one another of the living interests oi' 
each other's science. The importance of' the 

the conviction that some regular oppor t~~ni ty  actual scssio~ls lies ill the cliscoreries and clis- 
for international intercourse betmeen scientific 
men, bringing tllern from all countries into 
personal coiitnct with one another, monl~L he 
equally ~lseful ancl pleasant. The oilly feasi- 
ble n~aniler yet suggested, so far as I am aware, 
of iiisaring the desired opportnnities, is to 
establish an international society aftcr the gea- 
era1 type of the national associatioils ancl the 
international congresses, such as the medical, 
geological, etc., -orgariizations which have 
already justified their existence by the good 
they have accomplished. I t  is believed tliat 
the time has now come for extending habitual 
scientific co-operation beyond the limits of each 
countrj, to all those that are active in the pro- 
motion of science. Illorcover, the manifold 
sciences of the present have so many common 
interests, that the melfare of each is illseparable 
from the welfare of a11 ; and therefore, when 
they all unite for the corninon good, will the 
highest purposes of li-nowledge be best served. 
This i t  is which renders a general scientific con- 
gress more advisable than a nomber of special 
ones. The body of wider p~lrpose would also 
represent more fitly the full dignity of science. 

What advantages may be expected from the 
proposed International scientific association ? 
Forenlost must be placecl, I think, the opportu- 

cussions fillii~g theln, and is so n-ell recogiiizecl 
that this a l l~~sion As the as.;ocia- is sutficient. 
tion will have great dignity and high standing 
in all countries. it mill he appropriate for it to 
undertalie the acljustmeiit of inany of the 
international interests of science, such as the 
unification of stanclards, ancl other atfhirs 
requiring the eonccrted action of separate 
nations. The estrtblishrnent of u1iiformit~- the 
world over, ill ina11~- nlatters, nia1 certainly be 
more ant1loritati~-ely made through the nieclinnl 
of a representative congress of scientific rnen 
of all natioils than by ally other means. 

As regards the special occasion of fo~~nd ing  
the new organization, the advocates of cloiiig 
so in America this summer maintain that an-
other opportunity is not likely to soon re-occur 
so favorable as will be afforded by the meeting 
of the British association in Canada, followed 
immediately by that of the American associa- 
tion in Pennsylvania. I f  the scheme is carricd 
out, it will, in fact, be the legitimate and an-
ticipated cnlmination of a inovement of which 
the coming to America of the British associa- 
tion is one part. I n  1881 the proposal was 
made that the Ainerican association invite the 
British to America. This was actively tlis-
cussed ; and finally it was determined-largeljr, 
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I believe, from motives of real modesty -to 
postpone the invitation, and issue instead a 
large number of special requests to individuals 
to attend from abroad the meeting of our as-
sociation at Montreal. This duty fell to the 
local committee of Montreal in 1882. The 
large number of foreign visitors who came re- 
vived the hope that thc British association 
co~lld be inducer1 to come over as a body. The 
matter was then independently talien up by the 
Canadians, and pushed generously and eager1.y 
towards the great success which every one 
now anticipates for the gathering at Illontreal. 
From the first it has been understood, that if 
the original enterprise, which was in many 
ways so full of difticulty, shonlcl be brought to 
a snccessf~~l issue, then the still greater cnter- 
prise shoulii be broached, ancl the foundation 
of a permanent international association be 
attempted. 

I t  is hoped that the British association will 
take some action in the matter. I t  lias becn 
suggested that a committee with 1)owers might 
be appointed to confer with the American ns-
sociation at Pliiladelphin. T l ~ e  organization 
of the latter body is such that no fnrther official 
action on its part is possihlc until the time of 
meeting itself; but there can be no doubt as to 
the cordiality wit11 which any proposal ernanat- 
ing from the British association will be received. 
At  present no definite plans h a ~ e  been formed, 
as i t  has been felt that pablic discussion was 
necessary before making ally clecision ; but, as 
it is advisable to gather as Inany suggestions 
beforehand as possible, I shall be glad to cor-
respond with any one interested in the propo- 
sa1.l 

CEIARI~E'?8.  MINOT. 

THE IMPLEMENTS  OF THE IGLOO. 

INmy former article on the igloo of the In- 
nuit, published in Science last Augost and 
September, I said. in closing, '' I sho~lld like 
to give a few brief descriptions of those appur- 
tenances that might be strictly called igloo ac- 
cessories, as the native stone lamp and lrettle, 
the well to fresh water through the thick ice 

1 [Dr. Minot's address ih 25  &It. Ve1.no11St., Boston, Mass. 
-ED.] 

beside the snon;-hut, and many other minor 
items all growing out of the igloo itself; but 
this article lias already grown to such dimen- 
sions that they nlust be laid aside." A letter 
from the editor, requesting to know more about 
the life of the IiCskimos among whom I was 
thrown, has induced me to take up my aban- 
doned subject as an appendix to my former 
article about the igloo itself. 

The snow-sticli, called b r  the Esliilnos ah- 
nowf-tuli, is a co~~s tan t  companion of the igloo, 
and iq used to Iinock the snow off of the rein- 
deer clothes or bedding, when by any chance 
it lias gotten on them. After the igloos are 
built, when camping on a sledge-journey, the 
reindeer-sliins that are to form the bedding are 
given a beating with the ah-now-luli as they 
are talien from the slcdge, before being put in 
the snon7-house ; and this beating must be very 
thorough if there has been a high wind with 
drifting snow during the clay, or the sledge has 
upset, or any mishap has occurred to fill the 
hair with snow or ice. \TT1:en a hunter comes 
into an igloo from the chase or a journey, he 
talces off his o ~ ~ t e r  reindeer-coat (coo'-le-tah) 
and outer trousers (1rolif-lilis) , both n~ith their 
hair turned oz~twards; and, if there be any snow 
or ice on them, a few dexterous strokes with 
the snow-stick soon rids them of it, when they 
are caref~llljr rolled up and put at the foot of the 
bed, or, if the native is going to retire for the 
night, under his head as a pillow. TTThen severe 
exercise brings on profi~se perspiration, this is 
talien up by the inner reindeer-clothes, with 
their hair lurned inwurds, in the shape of an 
even11 distributed moisture, which, in thick fur 
especially, seldom reaches to the skin itself; 
and, when these clothes are taken off for the 
night, this freezes into a hoar-frost-like cover-
ing, which is beaten off by the ah-now-tuk in 
the morning, before they are resumed. Some-
times it is impossible to thoroughly get rid of 
this sabulous ice, and nothing is more disagree- 
able to nn explorer than to crawl out of a warm 
sleeping-bag in the morning, nnd cra~vl into this 
powdery ice still clinging to the fur of the inner 
clothes ; but there is nothing to be done but to 
grin ancl bear it for the few short minutes i t  
takes to warm the fur mith the bare skin of the 
body. 

The ah-now-tuli itself can be any sort of 
handy club that one can wield with the right 
hand, while the clothes, bedcling, etc., are held 
in the left : but there is usnally a particular 

1 I liav., spoke11of t l ~ o[nnliit :IS ?';g/tt./,u~,t.I+.I. TII uo!lnectiofi 
with tliis rcnl:~rk,I t l r i l~ l ; i t  u.ool I n(,t llc ~inintereiting to repro- 
duce a small )>ortiu11uf In). a.l.1rr.c ! ~ c i o r c  r l ~ eSc\v.l 'ork acadenly
of sciences, N o v .  1, 1880, relating to the ambidexterity of the 
Tnnuit. I there said, " I  have often been impressed with the 


