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aorld, and that iclealism is indifferent to all 
this love of merely fantastic and romantic mys- 
tery. I t  regards the n-orld as tlirougli and 
throagli rational, and for that very reason it 
does not suppose Phenomena to be more divine, 
merely because of the accideilt that me cannot 
explain thein by any general rules of experi- 
ence. I t  insists, that ~f we could produce nenr 
life of any order, liigl~ or lorn, as easily as we 
can strike a light, life woulcl be no inore ancl 
no less a manifestation of the divine reason 
than it non is. And tllib idealisrn needs no 
subtle ' astral fluids ' to conviace it that there 
are spiritual realities. The true nature of a cow 
is not more manifest in skimmed and natered 
mill< tlian it is in tlie rich new milk ; and tliis 
trust in ' sahtle meclia ' is inerely a deniancl 
that mre sl~all believe only the skiminetl inilk of 
nature to be a genuine expression of the di- 
vine life. If  all the matter in nature were for 
our senses composed of indirisible particles as 
big as paving-stones, and if every heap of these 
paving-stones, l i o ~ v e ~ ~ e rant1 r~llcnever made, 
behaved just like a rational being, and wrote 
philosophic lectures, tlie spiritual nature of 
reality mould be just as manifest as it i~om is, 
and pliiloso~hic materialism would he just as 
absurd. Hence Professor Coues does what tliis 
second form of idealism regards as something 
worse than wasted labor. I le  not only talks 
conf~isedly about his unintelligible biogen, but 
he helps to disseminate the impression that a 
belief in a spiritual trntli in the ~vorld depends 
upon a faith in the existence of son~e fiuicl so 
thin that you cannot s a r  any thing definite 
aktout it. All this is rank paganisin ; for it is 
nnalogo~1s to the views of those peoples whose 
gods are coiiceivecl after tlie fashion of smoke. 

Josrarx ROYCE. 
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YON GOTHARD.Heft i. HerBny, 1884. 104 p., 
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TIIE astro-l~liysical observatory of Her$ny 
has recently issued its first volume of publica- 
tions, prefaced by the director, von Gothard, 
with a graceful tribute to his friend, tlie n ell- 
known Dr. von Konkoly. 

Tlie observator~ is situated on the estate of 
Herkny, near Steinamanger, in the western 
part of ISuiigary. The main bnilding mas 
finislieil in 1881, ancl is of two stories, with a 

tower for the equatorial at  one corner: a 
siilaller building receives the transit instrn-
ment. Tlie rooms are all adinirnbly planned 
ancl arranged to prornote the coinfort and 
efficiency of the observers. I11 the upper 
storj. we firid ail office, a rooill for tlie direct- 
or, and a large, well-appointed physical labo- 
ratorj .  On the ground-floor there are, be- 
sides tmo smaller rooms, a chemical laboratory 
fitted with many conveniences, su~d a worlc-
shop. The morksliop, a feature in which most 
of our observatories are deficient, is supl~lied 
mith tools intended not only for making ininor 
repairs, but for constructing 1na11~ valnable 
pieces of apparatus ; ancl what is eren illore 
valuable, as it is unnsual, tlie director and liis 
assistants appear to be skilful mechanics. 

The 1)Yincipal instrmnent of the obser~ atory 
is a Xem toninn reflector by Browning, of tcn 
and one-fourth inches aperture, ~vlhich is pro- 
viclecl with a very complete outfit of photo- 
grayliic aiid spectroscopic accessories. A 
little portable transit of about an incli al~ertare, 
the object-glass of n-liicll is Fraunhofer, a l c l  
tlie mounting by Reiclienbach, is used for 
determining time. There are t ~ v o  astronomical 
cloclis by Freitag, a sct of inetcorological ill- 
struments, and a large collection of subsidiary 
pl-iysical apparatus. Tlie library, though still 
small, is steadily increasing. 

The director of the observatory, E'JLIg en von 
Gotharcl, is assisted by his brothers, Alexariaer 
ancl Stefan roil Gothard, and by Josef Molnar. 
The observations in tlie prr,sent rolume are, 
for the illost p u t ,  upon the spectra of tile fixed 
stars. I n  1851 and 1852 the spectra and 
colors of nearly three hundred fixed stars were 
exanlined, and the stars classified according 
to Vogel's types. S1)ectroscopic observtltioiis, 
aiid observations of a generally descriptive 
nature, mere also made of 77'ells's comet, the 
weat comet of 1851, and 13arnard's comet. 
?his, together ~vi th  observations for time, and 
the care of the clocks, has beell the director's 
moili. Alexander Gotharcl contributes 
the phrsical observations upon Jupiter and 
l l a r s ,  accompanied hy twenty-four well-exe- 
cuted sketches. Bfiscellaneous observations 
i n c l ~ ~ d eobservations of' the solar eclipse of 
&fay 16, 1882, and the August meteors of that 
year. Satisfactory observatiorls of tlie transit 
of V e ~ ~ u s  u n -were not obtained on acconilt of 
favoiable n eather. 

I11 the typography of the volume, and ill 
the carc and neatness n-itl.1 which tlie plates 
are prepared and bound, the young observatory 
R-ill compare favorably with niany older in- 
stitutions. 


