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il illOULtTDO P  7 ' f IE X B N A I V H A  V A L L E Y .  

A 11ousn recently ol~eliccl by C'ol. 1'. \V. 
Norris, one of tlie a s s i s t a~~ t s  of the Gnreau of 
etlinology, presents sonic facts of more than 
ordinary interest. I t  is situated 011 tlie fwm 
of Col. E. TI. Smith, near Cl~arleston, T\-. Va., 
is conical in form, about a Iiunclrcd ancl 
seventy-five feet in clinmcter at the base, anti 
thirty-fire fcet h igh  I t  a ~ p e a r s ,  in fact, to be 
rloublc ; that is to say, it consists of two 
niouotls, one bnilt on the otlier, the lower or 
original one being twenty feet, ancl the upper 
fifteen feet, high. 

The exploration was lnacle by sinking a shaft 
twelve fect square at the top, :tncl narrowing 
gradually to six feet square a t  the bottom, 
clown through tile centise of the structure, to, 
anel a short clistaiice belon, the original surface 
of the grouncl. After removing a slight cover- 
ing of earth, an irregular niass of large, rough, 
flat sandstones, evidently brought from the 
I)lnffs half a mile distant, was enco~ulterecl. 
Some of these saudstones were a goocl load for 
lrvo ordinary men. 

The removal of a wagon-load or so of these 
qtones brought to l igl~t  a stone ~ ~ a u l t  sere11 fcet 
long ancl four fect clecp, in the hottorn of which 
was fonncl :L large and much-decayecl human 
skclcton, hut wanting thc heacl, which the niost 
careful esarliination failecl to clisco~~er. A sill-
gle rough sl~ear-hex1 was the only accompany- 
ing article founcl in this vault. A t  tlie depth 
of six feet, in earth similar to tlint aro~uid the 
base of the mound, T I ~ ~ Sfoniicl a second, also 
much-clecaycd, skeleton, an adult of ordinary 
size. At  nine feet :Lthird skeleton was cnconn- 
tcrccl, in a mass of loose, dry eartli. surronnclecl 
by tlie re~ilai~is of a bark coflin. This mas in 
a mach better state of preservation than thc 
otller two. The sliull, mliich was preserved, 
is of thc compressecl or . flat-hcad ' type. 

For some three or Sour feet below this, the 
cart11 was founcl to be rnised it11 ashes. A t  
this cleptli, in his progress,d o ~ ~ n n a r t l  Col. 
Xorris began to eneo~ull cr thc rciiiains of what 
C ~ ~ ~ t h e rescavatioll showed to liave been a tiin- 
her vault, about twelve l'eet square :tnd sel en 
or eight feet liigh. F~~o l i ithe condition in 
ml~icli the remains of the c o ~  er Tvel e f'onncl, he 
conclucles that this innst have been roof-sh:~petl, 
and, haying becomc decayed, was crushed in 
by the weight of the addition matlc to thc 
mound. Sorne of the walnut timbers of this 
vault mere as much as tmelre inches in cliameter. 

rn this vault nrere fotulcl live slieletons, -

four others, ~vl i i~ l i ,  fro111 tlie positions ill ~vhic'ri 
they were founcl, vere  sul~posed to have 1)een 
placed standing in tlie four corners. Tile !irst 
of these was cliscovcrecl at the clepth of four- 
teen fect, amid 51 commingled inass of earth 
ant1 clecayiug bark anrl timbers, ilcarly erect, 
leaniilg against the wall, and surro~uiclecl by the 
rernnins of a bark coffin, ,Zll tllc bones, except 
those of the left fore-arm, Terc too far decayed 
to be saved : these were preserved by two very 
heary coppcr bracelets which yet surrounded 
the~n .  

The skeleton found lying in the lniclclle of 
the floor of the vault was of unusually large 
size, *.lneasnring se\-en feet six inches ill length, 
ancl ni~lcteeii iliches betrvecn the shonlder-sock- 
ets." It had also been cnclosecl in a wrapping 
or cotlin of bark, reinains of mhicll mere still 
distinctly ~ i s ib l e .  It lay l~pon the back, head 
east, legs together, and arms by the sides. 
'L'here werc six heavj bracelets on each wrist ; 
fonr others werc fouilcl uncler tlie head, which, 
together with a spear-point of black flint, were 
iucascci in a inass of mortar-like stibstance 
~rliicli had evidently been ~vrappccl in some tex- 
tile fabric. 011the breast was a copper gorget. 
L11 each hancl were three spear-heads of black 
flint, and others about the l~eacl. knees, ancl feet. 
Kear the right hancl werc two hcniatite celts ; 
aiicl on the shoulclcr, tlirce large ant1 thick 
~ l a t e s  of niic:c. Aboat the shoulders, waist, 
and thighs Tverc numerolls minute pcrforated 
shells ant1 shell beads. 

bTPATITI: 1'11'I POUND S E A R  CHI\RI,ESTON, \\". \'A. 

r 7l h c  gorg~l ,  is precisely of the l~altcrn repre- 
senterl in fig. I%,1). 100, li'ifteentll report of 
the Prabocly mtlseum. The hracelcts are very 
heavy, ancl, like tlie gorget, have tlie appear- 
ance of liaving beell hammered ont of nativc 
copper. 

\\.'liile filling up the slitlft, Col. Korris clis- 
corerecl, in tlie dirt which had been relrloved 
from it,  a steatite pipc, represented in the ac- 
companj-iiig figare. It is worthy of note, that 
this pipe is precisely of the form of sorne found 
recently in the mouncls of mestern North Caro- 
lina, and agrees exactly with the rlescriptio~~, 

one l j ing prostrate on llle floor a t  tlie clcptl~ of given by Adair, of pipes made by the Chero- 
nineteen fect fronl the top of' thc mound, and kees. C Y L ~ IT ~ o n z t ~ .-


