
graph ic  tastc, ~ v l ~ i c l ichnr:letei,i/;e tlie llousc o f  
t h i s  inz~)~inzezc~-ltb~c~i~.e; b e m g  u i ~ d c i  tllc : t ~ ~ c l ,  
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a s t r o ~ l o m e ras T i s se raud ,  we r e n t t u e  to pre-
die t  for t h e  ncm journal  nil alrsl)icious frlture. 

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

Geo!ogical survey, 

Paleozoic linlco~ztolog?/. -D ~ t r i r ~ g 
Narc11 tlle survey 

turned over to the Satiiinal Ililtscilnr the coilection 
of Devonian fo.sils frorn tlie Eurelra district of 
Nevada. I t  ernbmces t l ~ e  Devollinn faiuia of central 
Nevada, dcscribetl by Mr. Cllal,les D. Walcott ill the 
paleontology of tlre Eureka district, esclt~sive of tlie 
Actirlozoa a i ~ d  Cryozoa. I t  coritaiirs 3,397 specimens, 
iilclading 203 specirs, S9 of wliicli are Brachiopoda, 
44 La~nellibranchiata,40 Gasteropoda, 11 Pteropoda, 
9 Cephalopoda, S Crastacea, and 7 Poecilopoda. 

Dariilg the last field-sexson, 11r. C. D. TYalcott and 
liis assistants spent sonie time in the study of tlle 
Potsdarn localities in New Pork,  and considerable 
collectiolrs mere sent in to the office of tlle stuvey. 
H e  is now engaged in the prelirriinary preparatiorl 
a1111 study of material to illustrate t l ~ e  Can~brian 
fauna of the Urlited States. I t  is very desirable 
that large quantities of nlaterial should be hrouglit 
together from all the Canlbriair groups; and tlic 
survey mould be glad to receive collections, w11etl:er 
large or srnall, fro111 all portions of tlle country. Care 
should be talien ill pacliir~g, and a record kept. Cor-
respondence 118s been begun ~vitll I I U ~ I I A ~ O I I Scol-
lectors ill Wiscorisin, ill order to obtain ~naterial  from 
the Potsdarn group. 

BIesozoic pctleot~tolo~ly. C. A. TTThite,-Dr.  in 
cliarge of tliis branch of 1)aleolltologic researcll, l ~ a s  
lately prepared a bulletin oil u~esozoic fossils. I t  is 
il1ustr;rtetl ~virlt ~iirie plates, ant1 contains three 
pa[)el.s devoted respectively to the ruesozoic fossils of 
Al;tslia, Arkansas, a11d Texas. ZIyatt's new genus, 
Encliinatoceras, is described and ill~rstratetl in this 
bnlletirl. Tile fo~lrt l l  annual report, ~vl l ic l~is just 
about being issued, contains a paper of sixty pages, 
with forty-nine plates of illustratioli, entitled "A 
review of the fossil Ostreidae of S o l t l ~  Alnerica, and 
a cornparison of the fossil with the living forms." 

Dr. LThite is lnalring preliminary stuclies of fossils 
froin the Pacific coast, preparatory to visiting that 
sectiorr to undertake a special sttidy of its nicsozoic 
and ce~lozoic fatinas. 

At  i i~terrals ever since ISSO,Dr. TVliite Ilas been 
engaged in the description of the lll~lluslis and ecliin- 
oderins of the cretaceous for~r~at ion  of the provinces 
of Sergiee, Pcrnam)Juco, Uahia, and Para, iir Brazil. 
The collectiorrs lyere ~natle by tlie Iml~erial geological 
durrey of Brazil, in ellarge of Ch.  Fred. EIartt. Dr. 
0.A. Derby, his former assistant, is in charge of 
the geological division of the National inusenn~ of 

Tisse iani l  will i i o ~e as c o l l a b o ~ c c t e i ~ ~ sCallall-
d r e a ~ l  ni~cl B igo~ l id : l i~  o f  tlie I 'a~is obs r rva -
tory ,  ant1 I t adnu  ; nnd tlie Bftlletin i s  expected  
to l)c issuc>tl 11crc>nf'ter nt  t h e  b e g i n n i ~ l g  o r  each  
montli .  

ICAN XCIENTIPIC XTATIONS. 
Brazil, 11nder thi: auspices of ~vliicll this ~vorlr is done. 
T l ~ csljecilnen.; described illelude S2 species of Cllorr- 
cliifera, !)I of Gn.teropoda, 13 Cephalol?odn, 11 of 
fresh-water i;t~unas. and 15 ccl l i l lode~~~t~s ,Anlorig 
the111 lie ha.: cst;rl~lislied four new genera. T l ~ e  
slx!cilrlens are all refe~,able to the Seocolllian series, 
as is also a f~ .es l~-natol  f;tlina froin Ballis, tlescribed 
irl tlle snlrle ~-olulne. Tlie rilnir~~script, wit11 twenty- 
eiglit q t~ar to  plates of illi~stration to be lithograplied, 
is now ready for the pri~lter,  anil vil l  be published 
in Portuguese in tlie Llrchiuos of tlle l31,azilian na- 
tional mnsenni. I t  is espectctl tlrat the descriptions, 
at  least, mill also ijepriblisl~ed i11Englisll. Dr. White 
finds that  this cretaceous fauna is quite ui~lil<e any 
in North Americ;i, blit nlore like that  of southern 
India. A portion of tho specinieiis l i a ~ e  11eell iden- 
tified wit11 soine described by Stoiiczlra in the 'Pale- 
ontologia I~tdic:~. '  

Alr. J. U. Marcou, Dr. TVhite's assistant, lias been 
b ~ ~ s i l yengaged in sorting arrd arranging the type 
specimens described by Prof. F. B. RIeelc in the 
various reports of Hayden, IIing, and other govern- 
ment publications. Many of the types of Conrad 
and TVhitfield are also iii the collections that he is 
arranging. 

Mr. T,. C. Johnson, who is in the sarne division, is 
arranging the large collectioiis of fossils made by him 
in the Gulf states last surnmer, and is preparing geo- 
logical sections from his notes taken ~vhile collect- 
ing these fossils. 

Ve~tebrn tegjaleonioloq:/. -Prof. 0. C. Nar s l~ ,\vho 
is in cliarge of this divisiorl, reports progress in the 
preparation of the various ~nenioirs, and states that 
field-work mhicli begall in April starts ur~der  good 
auspices, careful prepal.alions having been colnpleted 
to place foiw parties in tlie field early in tlre spason, 
to be followed by others 1:ilei.. 

I'uleo-hotuitg. -A~nong the collections of fossil 
plants made by I'rof. L. F. Ward from the Fort- 
Union group in t l ~ e  upper Missouri alld Yellowstone 
region, a nuinbcr of new specimens have been found, 
wl~ich will eve~ltu:t,llj~be publisl~ed in I'rofessor 
Ward's meinoir oil tlle subject. Professor Ward a t  
present is engaged on the introduction to tliis worlc, 
in which he  proposes to review the subject of paleo- 
botany frorn the liistorical, geological, and biological 
stand-poi~lt. The worlr of figuring tlic types from 
the Fort-Cnion collections has beon commenced, and 
a card-catalogi~e 11s~ been made of nll the species of 
fossil plants in the National nluse1ui1, xvliiclr re11dcl.s 
it nlucll more available as : L I ~  aitl to reseai.ch t l ial~ it 
llas ever bee11 before. 


