
Giinther (1870, 'Catalogue of fishes,' viii. p. BY). I t  
is probable that by one or the otlier of these authori- 
ties yon have been misled. 'IIuraeriopsis ' was given 
to the batracliiarl by Fitziuger (1843, 'Systema rep- 
tiliuin,' p. 31)as a srtbstitute for Alnphiurna Garden, 
1821. Subsequent writers have li~nited the gelins 
iIIuraenopsis to tlie species vrith three toes, retain- 
ing in Amphiunia that with two. Exaininatiorl 
of a considerable number of speci~nens sho!vs that 
about one of every five individuals of tridnctyla,
from the same locality, has less than the normal 
number of three toes to each foot. For this reason 
it  seerns as if the species is not safficiently distinct 
frorn the two-toed, tlrnplliuiila means, to be entitled 
to rank in a clifferelit genus. I n  this view the genus 
ilfuraenopsis should be suppressed, and the name 
placed as a synoriynie for ~iinpliiuma. 

S. GAI~XAX.  
hlus. comp. 2081. 

[Tile writer of the review above ~ne~itioned rriust 
corifess to a blunder. Not l iavi~~q a copy of Le 
S u e ~ ~ r ' spaper at liarid, 11e trusted to the quotations 
made by Kaup and G~~ntlier. The fornirr writer, i?i 

above stated, expressly adopts the genus Mnraenops~s 
from Le Sueur.] 

STUDY il I' HOME. 

INdiscussiilg the value of a new plari for 
maliiilg men miser and better, the thin6 to d o  
is not to  compare. i t  with other p1a11s in suc-
cessful operation, with which it  clocs not pro- 
pose t o  interfere, but simply with the  s tate  of 
things in  which it  is absent. X o  one pretencls 
that  personal instruction is  not of value, or 
tha t  the urgent stiniulus and vivid directi~ess 
of a liriiig teacher ancl a viva voce explanation 
car1 ever be  replaced by the slow medium of 
letters. When  a n  organized effort was rilade 
t o  introduce home stocly on a large scale, i t  
was on  account of the patent fact that  tliere 
are  many young people, ancl many people no 
longer young, who are not i n  a conditioil to  
g o  to school, and t o  mliom, nerertheless, the 
systematic study of some s ~ ~ b j e c t  in which they 
take a n  interest woulcl be a benefit anc1 a cle-
light. T h e  difference between a sporadic effort 
t o  clo a little solid reading by one's self, con- 
stantly interruptecl by flagging interest and b y  
difficulties too hard to  overcome, and a rcgalar 
correspondence with some one who is  able ancl 
willing to  lend eiicouragelllent ancl aid, is very 
great.  If  the enthusiasm for this sort of morlr 
shonld becoine so wide-spread as  to  keep large 
numbers of stuclents from giving themselves a 
regular course of instruction in school anel col- 
lege, i t  would be time to coiisicler the evils of 
the plan ; b a t  of this tliere is  little danger a t  
present. 

T e n  years ago some reports of a n  English 
organization, called the ' Society for the encour- 
agement of home study, '  fell into the hands of 
a group of missionaries in  Boston ; and they 

were immcdiutcly inspircd with a dcsire t o  
worli out thc idea suggested by the title. ,111 

cxcha i~gcof lcttcrs wit11 thc English secretary 
was of very little assistance in the dcrclopme~it  
of the American plan. The  English society 
offcred no corres~~ontlcncc, b a t  simply slictcliecl 
out courses of rcadiag, aiid plans for botailical 
ancl a r t  T\-orli, to  bc caniecl on  ~vi thout  assist- 
ancc for a Xcar, aftcr which the students n ere 
expcctccl t o  go  to Loncloil for a competitive ex-
amination with prizes. I n  the autumn of 1573, 
the  ' Society to  encomage studies a t  home ' 
was cstablishetl by  a comii~ittcc of ten persons, 
s ix  of whom carried on llic correspoilclencc 
with thc forty-fire stuclents who offered tlicm- 
selves for instruction in thc course of tlic ycz~r. 
Oillg t ~ o  points of niethod mere settled a t  the 
beginning; nall~cly, that  there should be a 
regular corresponcience, ancl that  there should 
not be cornpetitire examinations. Later  the 
plan was clevclo~~ccl of maliiilg the  stuclents tali-e 
notes frorn memory, a t  the bcginriiilg of each 
day's work, of the  reading of tlic day  bcfore, 
and send to the appointed teacher a t  the cnd 
of each month a fcm sailiple pages of their claily 
notes, and a full abstract,  written from incni- 
ory, of their month's worli. Thcre a re  also 
frequent examinations ; aiid by thiq mealis tlie 
students are  divided, a t  the encl of the year, 
into a first, secoiicl, and third ranli. The  plan 
of gir ing certificates, based upon the results of 
a n  annual esamii~at ion,  was abancloiled after 
tn-o years' trial. The  annual fee charged is  
merely ti nomiual onc, -two dollars a t  first, 
ancl afterwards thrce, -but  it  h a s  been suffi- 
cient from the beginning to cover all the ex-
penses of paper, postage, tlie printing of the  
necessary circulars, the salaries of the assist- 
an t s  to  the secretary and the librarian, and for 
the last two years the rent  of the rooms on 
Parlr Street,  Boston, nhcre  the society has its 
headquarters. 

T h e  worlr of the teachers is, of course, 
a labor of love. I n  numbers the society 
had a r e r y  'apid g r o \ ~ t l i  for tlle first four 
years of i ts  existence, and  since then i t  has  
remained nearly stationary. I n  1880 over 
eleren hl~ridrecl students entered, of whorn 
seveiity-one per cent persevered throughout the  
year, and twenty-six per cent were excused for 
sufficient reasons. T h e  number of teachers is 
about tmo lir~ndrecl. IIistory, science, and a r t ,  
French,  German, and I1:nglish literature, are  
the subjects t a ~ l g h t  ; and tlle proportion of stu- 
dents in  each subject remains almost constant 
year after ycar. N o r e  rcinarkrble still, the 
subjects divide t h e m s e l ~ c s  into three groups of 
two subjects each, n,hicli keep nearly abreast 
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of each other. An arerage of the last four 
years shows, tha t ,  ont of every hundred stn-
dents who have perseveretl, thirty-four h a r e  
taken English literature and thirt.7-three his-
tory, twelre h a r e  taken science and eleveu a r t ,  
five have taken German ancl four French. His-
tory is  taught by topics, and there are  circnlars 
giving minute directions for critical study in 
tile literatures of the diff'erent langoagcs. The  
Shalispeare paper is particularly suggestive and 
raluable. Much thorough scientific n ork is 
done, if i t  is of a n  elementary character. Ge-
ol~g?;  and mineralogy are  taught by sencling 
specimens and reqniring oobserration ancl tle- 
scription, a s  in the class-loom. Excellent 
11or1~has been done in blowpipe analysis, anr1 
several students who lire in fossiliferons regions 
have made discoveries in their own neighbor-
hood. Botany 11as always hecn \re11 taught :  
most of the teachers h a r e  been pupils of G r a j  . 
(:ooclale, ancl Farlow. Biological in1)jects 
Iiave not been j~opnlar ; possibly owing to the 
lingering s i ~ r ~ i v n l  of a latlj-like repugnallce to  
frogs, mussels, and moulds. Physics and 
chemistry have not been attempteel. T h a t  the 
scientific clepartinent is thoroughly me11 co~l -  
tlacted is assurerl by the fact that i t  is under 
the charge of the head of the woman's chei~li- 
c:~1 laboratory of thc hlassachrisetti inititiite of 
tecl.lnologg. 

The  society has n le~~cliilg-lil)r:ry,~vhich 
I.)egan wit11 the purchase of twenty-nine books 
i n  1874, and which has nolr- about a thousancl 
T olumcs, inany of them v a l ~ ~ a b l e  in il- worli.; 

l ~ ~ s t r a t i o n  Out of the 
of archeology and ar t .  
eight thor~sand issnes which have bee11 made 
to the rnost distant states ancl t e~ i l to r ies ,  
thro~igh floods nntl railroad accidents, only 
twelve \7ol~ulnles have been lost in  the mails, 
and five throiigh the carelessness of stuclents. 
A small pamphlet enforcing obedience to  the 
rules of' health has been prepared by the secre- 
tarj-, ant1 is sent to  every one who joins the 
society. The  pr~pi ls  are  n-idely clistributed, 
both boci:illy anc1 geographically. Massachu-
setts anel New l'orli have a l~vays  furnished thc 
largest number, hut not so  inany as  the remain- 
ing Alictclle States together. T h e  extreme 
south ailel the remotest west, a s  well a s  the  
Canuc1i:~ii provinces, are  ve i l  represented. 
Many indnstries and all grades of society, 
:~l,ove absolrite pennrj  nilcl ignorance, Snrnish 
stnclents. There are  girls in  cities with large 
:~llomances, and married women far  from any 
post-ofiicc, wlio d o  their ow11 householcl worlr. 
A telegraph-operator, a compositor. a matron 
of a public instilution, n railroad paymaster 
(acting also a s  treasurer, and going up ancl do\>n 

her roatl i n  that  c:~lp:lcitj), R colored teacher a t  
the south, anotliel. colored woman well married 
a t  the north, have talien adrantage of the 
society's courses. S ix  dcaf-mutes have been 
among the pupils ; and one, after studying 
several years, h:ls become an associate teacher, 
ancl talies charge of four of her companions 
i n  misfortune. Mothers stutly for the sake 
of teaching their children ; and e ren  grand- 
mothers, not to  he left too nl[lch alone, join 
the rest of the  family group. I n  age, half the 
pupils are  between twenty t~i ld thirty, and one- 
foarth between thirty and fifty. Many con-
tinue their studies for several ?-ears. Las t  
year there were more thanold s t ~ ~ t l e n t s  new. 
One has beell eight e a r s  in the society, has  
talcell a full course in many subjects, has  read 
a smiill library of important works, and has 
talien, after the first two years, the first raulr 
in every thing. "Now and  then a n  enthusi-
astic str~clent tells us that  she hopes to  con-
tinue with LIS a11 her life ;" and one writes, 
. &  T11e very thought of lcaving makes me home- 
sick." Those who h a r e  only known the active 
life of cities can h a r e  110 idea how great a boon 
to a cou~itry girl is a -4thc o r r e s p o ~ ~ c l e ~ ~ c e a n  
intelligent and  sympatl~et ic  voman.  Tht. 
students '  l e t t ~ r s  are  f r~ l l  of npprecintion ant1 
gratitude. One say i ,  I only regret that  16 b  

tlitl not lc~low of the society a t  the beginning 
of its existence ;" ailel another speaks of hav- 
ing derived 6"plens~~rc and incalculable benefit 
from the systematic course of stiicly pre-
scl-ibed." After hay i~ lg  a science test-book, 
a stuclent writes, '. I t  has  cost me my summer 
hat,  b ~ l t  I do not regret i t  ill the l eas t ;  " nncl 
another, " I pin my lesson copied the night 
before, to  the kitchen mall, and the clrnclgery 
of dish-washing i s  removed." TTTith such 
eager material t o  work uljon. it  will be strange 
it' the society does not f ind  some mute, in- 
glorious Herschel, or some I illage Soinerrille, 
npon v h o m  it -,ill act  a s  a n  iiispiration to  great  
things. I f  nu Bois Reymoncl nras able to  
become n great l)hysiologist a t  a time wl~el i  
rubber tubing was not a11 article of commerce, 
n girl ~7110 has learned to use the blo~vpipe by  
teaci~inga t  a clistance must blame herself, and 
not her circumstances, if she does not clo good 
worli a s  a mineralogist. 

A society for liornc stncly for young men has 
had a n  esisteilce for tliiee years, and h a s  come 
to an enel. Longfellow, IIomells, and  TIolmes, 
J o h n  I I q ,  Just in  Wi~lsor ,  ai~cl Charles Dudley 
TTTarner. are  among the iiaines on i ts  committee, 
ancl the reports for the first t n ~ o  years were 
1,ery enthusiastic. They state that  the stu-
dents are  twice a s  many a s  in the y o i i n g w o ~ n ~ n ' s  
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society for tlie corrc~spoiidiu~g j e::rs, tliat the 	 river 1)lucstoiie. TTliile free from : ~ n y  nttenipt 
average time g i ~ e n  to s t i ld~is ten liou1.i a 	 at Inere >i~cliitect1tral display. the I~nilding is 
.ireel< instead of eight, that thcre 
has been no difl?cnlt\ i11 findins :t 
large number of c.111tivatecl gen- 
tlemen who mere I\ illing to give 
their time and attelltion to tlle 
-A-ork. ancl tliat the wontlerfill snc- 
ccss of the earlier society may be 
talten as a11 inclicntioii of ~ ~ 1 i : ~ t  
iilny be (lone for young nlen 131  

tlie same rric~ans. The secretmj- 
sa js ,  L L ' T h i s)ear's norlc 112s 
convincecl 11s that we have every 
l21omise of t l ~ e  societj ' s  bccom- 
iilg a succt.ssli11 and useful insti- 
tution, and tliat it  is ~neeting a 
gi (,at need in a l>i.:icticxl TS:IJ-." 

A year later it is  decidctl to g:ve 
"1) the orgmlizatioll ; alld 110nlOl'(: 2.-:;3, 3.1, I ~ : ~ ~ I  c ~ r r i , i o r ;  33,  musetun;  ~ ~ ~ o r p l l o l o g y ;;,,,d 36, trdvnnceri 37, 
specific reasor1 for this course. is l~rrpnl.;itioti-room for ~nrisct~tri: 40, ; i r s i r tn~~ t ' sro<1111;41, library: 42, 43, photoqra-

-	 pi13': 44, :id~.ilnced b o t a l ~ y ;13, I?c!.~~rr.room: clc7-aior; 1 7 ,
given t l im~ tll:~t tlie cominittce is 21, inrtltorv. 	

115, 39, vel~tilating-

satisfietl, on the hole, tliat tlie 
good clone is not enough to nlalie n 01th while the 	 halidsome, as will be seen on ~snminatioii of 
In1)or requiiecl oT oHicers :rud c~orresl)onclents. 	 fig. 5 ,  ~ h i c l irepiescnts its north and nest  ele- 

vations. A fact that a t  once attracts attention 
-

is tlle nuinher and large size of the milidon s : 
T H E  BIOLOGICAL L-4fiOEAT'ORY OF TIlE as tile laboratory is  Tree on all sides. it i i  there- 

JOHNS HOPICINS UNIVERSITY .  fore very well liohted. 

THICrecently opened l)iologicnl laboratory On asccnclil~g the front steps, aiid passing 
of the Johns Hopliins university is eighty-fo11r through tlie door, the I isitor enters the mairk 
by fifty-tno feet in esternal measurement, and hall, from rrhich a nritle staircase ascencls to 

the third story, and on which 
= ~nosh of the rooms of the first 

floor ope11. This floor is given 
lip to the regular class-instruc- 
tioil of students not engaged in 
specinl rrork. I t  lias on it (see 
plan, fig. I )  a lcctnre-room with 
seats for sixty ; a storerooni con- 
nected with this, for the kceping 
of diagrams ant1 lecture-appa- 
ratus ; an atlillinist,ratioi~-room, 
the lieaclquarters of tlie chief 
assistant ; a preparation-roo~n 
contnining a supply of tile re-
agents, specimens for disscc-
tion, and liistological material 
required for the daily practical 
class-n-ork ; and the large gen- 
eral laboratory, thirty-two by 

BIG. 1.-20, ~ c s t i b u l ~  li;111; 22, 37-oric-rooni for pr:rcticnl instruction o r  fo"t~-eig"t feet'; 21, main less 
advaiiced students; 24,30, vcntiltrtii~g-slrnfts;25, storeroom of matcrisis and reagclits The latter (fig. 6)  has rri1-l- 
for general practical class.\\,ork; 26, cliicf assistant's room; ?i,storcrooni For ilia-
grams aiid lecture-trpparatns; 28,~ecturc-room;20, elevator; 32, cloak-room. dews on three sides. Around 

these sides runs a rrorlr-table, 
consists of three stories and a basement. I t  is supported, inclependently of the floor, on 
built of Baltin~ore pressed brick : with steps, brael~ets attached to the walls, and affording 
entry, ~indom-sil ls ,  and hand-courses of Cheat- ample space for thirty st~idznts. I f  necessary, 


