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' T l ~ e  spring near Orange, N.J.,' for instance, 
renclers the peculiar mistiness anel indefinite- 
ness of a Xew Jelxey landscape at that time 
of the year with considerable truth. The fas- 
cination of a new process of reproclnction 
makes one eager to esteiid it to all subjects ; 
and it is only after a long period of compari- 
son that one can get far enough i i ~ ~ a y  from this 
fasci~iation to obtain clear judg~nent of the 
~ossibilities of the nletliod. IIe 1~110 cliscorers 
for himself tlie possibilities of a pot of red 
paint in decorati\re art is a t  first apt to apply 
the paint to every thing. 

Tile moocl-engraver anel the etcher have 
nothing to fear a t  prese~lt from the various 
lithographic and photolithographic processes, 
save in the cheap market. 'I'he various gela- 
tine processes must necessarily intensify the 
mant of half-lights which is a characteristic of 
many photographs, ancl must obliterate even 
the faint differences in the degree of clarliness 
of slladoms which the original photograph may 
shorn. 

fleliotypes and similar processes sta~icl in 
the same relati011 to the pictures they reproduce 
that music-boxes stancl to the performance bj- 
tile ~nusiciaii of tlie piece of music they strive 
to  reproduce. Tile delicacy and freecloin of 
tlie original performance is lost. This cannot 
be snicl of wood-engraving and etching. The 
moocl-engravings and etchings in this catalogue 
are superior to the other methocls of reproduo- 
tion, aucl sho~v a capacity for interpreting the 
seuti~neiit and the skill of the artist, even to 
the extent, soinetirnes, of impro~ring on the 
originals of which they are the reyrocluctions. 
The progress of one's art-culture is generally 
from photographs to engravings, and from en- 
g1:aving.s to etchings ; ancl a half-hour's study 
of this illustrated catalogue woalcl hasten one's 
culture in tliis generally accepted may. 

YARROW'S  CHECK-LIST OF A M E R I C A N  
REPTILES.  

Check-list qf f\iorth-American Ileptilin and Batmcitici; 
with catalogue o f  specimeisc in U. S. national nau-
setim. By  13. C .  Yaitnow, M.U. Washingtoil, 
Gocernmejlt, 1883. (Bull. U.S. nat. mus., 24.) 8 
+ 249 p. So. 


INthis ca ta log~~e the names of 
are incl~~clecl 
three hunclrerl and thirty-seven species and 
sub-species of reptiles, and one hnndrcd and 
thirty hatracliians, found in Sort11 America 
north of Cape San Lncas and Key West. The 

trinomial system of expressing the variations 
of widely distributecl and variable species is  
adopted, as in the recent check-lists of birds ; 
and the sub-species are nurnberecl with the 
species. Each species ancl sub-species has been 
furnished with an ' English ' name, although 
very few of thein have any distinctive vernacn- 
lar appellation in fact. The author obselves, 
that to the task of ascertaining the English 
names in actual use has been added " the very 
laborious one of tra~lslating as literally as possi- 
ble some of the polysyllable Greelr and ILatin 
names." This, it seems to us, has bccn a 
wholly profitless task. It is no gain to a n r  
one to call Amblystoma jcffersonisniuin pla-
tilieuin tlie ' slcncler salaina~ider,' while tlie 
related Batrachoscps attell[ratos is tlie s l e ~ ~ d e r  
lizard.' Nor is it  erident why most, but not 
all, of thc species of Plethodon, are called 
' lizards,' nkile those of related genera are 
chiefly ' tritons ' or salamanders.' Rcmidac-
tgliurn scutatnm, althongh in no proper sense 
a lizard, and not scaly, is called the 'scaly 
lizard,' insteacl of tlie 'shielded little half-toc,' 
as  it4 narnc mould imply. P e r l i a ~ sthese Eng- 
lish lialnes of Dr. Yalronr are as good as ally 
other set of made-up vernacnlar naines ; bnf, 
if so, it is time to protest against the ~ ~ l i o l e  
business Scientific iialnes thenlselres :+re suf- 
ficiently tryiilg without this additional incu- 
bus. 

The classification ancl nomcnclat~we of Dr. 
Yarrow's list is essentially that of the check- 
list of Professor Cope. Se\ era1 additio~is liave 
bee11 ~llade, ancl a fen. changes of iisnie ; loost 
of tlle latter being in the group of turtles, ancl 
due to the studies of X r .  F. IFT. True, home 
f~lrther changes in nomenclatnrc must take 
place ; as the substitution (already soggestecl 
by 31. Boulenger) of ' C~J-ptobranolius' for 
' Menol~oma,' of ' Necturus mt~culatos ' for ' N. 
lateralis,' and thc snl)pression of the geileric 
naine ' Muraenopsis,' pre-occupiecl anlong the 
eels. 

After the check-list, follows a list of the speci- 
inelis of each species in the hTational niaseam. 
Tliis list is of very high importance as a con- 
tribution to our exact knomleclge of the geo- 
graphical clistribution of species, and is, in fact, 
the m i s o n  cl'&tre of the mhole niemoir. The 
bulletin is completed with a list of species 
desirecl by the museum, anc1 with fill1 inclex to 
scientific ancl vernacular naines of species, and 
to the localities and narnes of persons men-
tioned. 


