
photography may ofTr)r the most ~lrlicaie test wc yet 
have of the color of a star, -differences too small to 
be perceptiblr l).i the eye, becomir~g dihtillctlj ~ibiblt, 
ill tile pl~otogrttphic images. 

m o l - ~ s s o r t  Ml~,r;l.:-Enwafi~s writcls to i,l~c Soci61.6 
de g6ograpllie in regard to the scielilific ~rorlr  of tllc 
expedition or1 the Tnlisman. ~ l f l ,e r  11avili: slurlietl 
tile profilc~ fro111 t,lic African coast into tlcep 15-nter. 
the vessel recruited at  Six11 Jago, Cnl)e Yerile J s l a~~da ,  
and later at, Sari Vincer~te;  soui~tiings being carrietl 
on tli~rirlg the various nlovemer~ts of Ll~e vessel, ant1 
provirrg of great interest, as ill soine cases they (lid 
not :trcor.d mit,l~ tllose orx tlie charts. Branco Islan~il, 
which has never. been visited by natur;&lists, was care- 
fully esplorctl. T l ~ o  sllores are \-ery rocky, and it 
became necessary to s!virri ashore, wlrich tho tenl-
perature re~iclered ratlier agreeable. The island is 
entirely volcaliic, anti tho roclts of singnlni nilture. 
Those near the shore were 1)locl;s of lava cenic~ntetl 
by a sort of calcareous coqr~init, containitig Inany 
shells, into a Icincl of pudding-stone. Otllers con-
sisted of sea-sa~~d,drifted by the winits to:tn altitude 
sometimes of a thoilsttnd fcet, and changed into soliit 
layers by calcareous infill,ratior~. V(,getation is vcrg 
sparse, yet the great lizards peciili:ll. to this i ~ l a n d  
were found to b(: herbivorous. The Sargasso Sea mas 
tlier~ exarr~i~led, and pro~c,d to be of great depth, 
reaching nearly tl~irly-three huntlrecl Cixtholns. and tll(' 
bot ton~ entirely volcanic, with a. rather pool f:~nu;x. 
A collection of lava and scoriae was obiainecl, soinc of 
~vhich appeared to be of q~l i te  recent oriqin. 'I'here 
is probably in the Atlantic an imniense b:znd of 
volcalioes extending pnrallel with the Bl1(1ca11 syq- 
tern. perllaps to Iceltrnd, and of which t l ~ e  culn~inat-  
ing pcnlis foriii the C:t!ie Ycrde, (janary, atlti Azores 
islands. 

3Lore than t.wo 1111niIrerl ilecp-sea sonr~dirrgs were 
lnatle before the ret,~u.l~ of t,hc expedition viCc Sa11 
Xigi~el,  Azores. \\'olrderfnlly rich collections were 
made, and specimens of the bol to~n throughout. 
tile \\-hole region l.r;~vc?racd. The t,opography of tlre 
oce:~,n-bottoin hitherto acceytetl \\rill bo consiclcrahly-. 

ll~otlifiedbv tliese rescai.i.llrs. It was expected tllal 
P r o f ( ~ s s o ~JIilne-Edmartls ~\-oiil(l n~l~lrczsthe society 
011 tlrc general results of tllc n-oslr before i~ gelieral 
sessiol~ airout J a ~ i .  21, ant1 cs l~ib i t  :%I, t i ~ u cthe s a n ~ e  
sonle of t,he t,rcasnres obtained. 

- > I t  the iiieeting of the I'aris acaderr~y of sciences, 
Dee. 10, Dr. I-Iyades gave a summary report on the 
geological, botai~ical, zi)iilogical, :tnrl arithropologicai 
work accomplislled by tlie Frelich rn iss io~~ to Cape 
Honi.  I n  the soi~tliern islands of the Fucgiitn i\~,clii- 
pelago tile ptevailit~g roclis were for i~~t l  to hc scllists 
alld granites, greatly ~veatliered \~-llerevc.rilllprotected 
by vegetation. The dwarf ~ l ~ l t a r c t i c  bcecll is limiter1 
to an  altitude of four hundred ~netres,  the Faglis bc- 
tnloitles to three hundred? fornling with the Drimys 
arjd Uerberis a forest zoile with a linlliid soil poor in 
uegetal~le liarnul;, and covered with mosses: heaths, 
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an11 a co~isit1ci:ibIe variety of small planla. 'lYl(? ill:+,-
rint? iiora al)o~unds iri all Iririds of algac (the most 
conlinoli I ) P ~ I I ~ :  atlii! 3lacro~gstis pyifera):  affortling 
shelter to ii11111ero11s xoopliytcs, a~il~r:lids, ~nolluslis, 
c~ustaceans, and n~igr:it,ory fishes of eight 01,tell spe- 
cicx Of tlie shell-fish, ~ r l ~ i c h  ahou~rtlon most of the 
se:i\~o;trd, all lh(: large s1ic:ries art: c?diille. AllLl~ough 
poorer than Ll~c niarine, the Ianri i'ailna, inclucles 
scverai silecies of Coleoptern, Leliitloptr:~,:~, Braell- 
nida. sollie forty specics of birds, hut no ~.ept,ilos or 
frogs. Tlie nlaunnials are represented by only olic 
spccies of for,  two rotlents, ant1 an otter, besides the 
(loiirestic clog. Tlie iiati\'es all belong to tlie TeBee- 
r ~ i l < : tstock of Fitxrny, calleil Yxhgans by the preaerit 
16nglisl1 rnissiona~.ies. They speak a11 agqluti~lat,ing 
Iangctage, carrent from the middle of 13eaglc pawape 
lo thr, so~itllernmost islandn aboat CapelTom. About 
olie t l~onsal~ii  Illis 1ane1i:lgr mere collci~cd,words of 
i~iclitdingsonte abstracl t,erms, suc l~  a.s tree, Jotcei., 
I . r . 7'11e llaniernls get 110 farther tilaxi tllrec, 
altliougli the riafives count also on tlio fi~igcrs. Over 
a hunilrcd i~nthropometric oh r '~~va t io r i~  1:tkcnn-err 
o11 i~ id i r i~ l~ tx l s  Goo11 plio- vf all ages and botlr sexes. 
t,ogr:~plis Jyevt: also obtait~ecl of a Isl.ge ~liinibnr of 
t'ilcgians. besides iinlnerous casti~igs of all ])arts of 
the body, s o u ~ c  slteletons, 2nd a great variety of' elti- 
nological ~uat~.rials.  

-1ksides the : ~ ~ ~ a l y s c s  aL Matirid of snow r ~ ~ a d e  
; ~ n din ITolla~~tl( i l l  \vl~icli \\-as observed rolcanic scdi- 
lr~cltt similar to that of the as11c.s fo11ntl in Java after 
the eruptiol~ of tile volcano), lne~rtionetl by Mr. Upton 
in his articlc on t l ~ e  ' Itetl skies,' in Scierlce of Jan .  11, 
Ntrtzi~eof Dec:. 20-Jail. 3 contains a number of letters 
in ~ v l ~ i c l ~  sedi-nit?nt,ion is ruade of a grayis11 volcanic j:') 
nielltl 11aving l)ee:i fonricl at  scvcral l)oint.s in E~iglaritl 
nfter r a i~~- s t , o~ '~ns  in 1)eceinber.. 

- ' r l ~ e  lntr:rliatior~al congress of yeologisbs will 
rncet a t  Uerlin on t,lie 25th of September next, and 
last five days; then :t grand geological excursion 
will be ni~cle tliroagl~ the Hartx Jlorultains, Sax011 
ST\-itzerlarid. fro111 tile 1st of October to the 6t1i3 end- 
ing at  Drestlcn by a visit to the Iloyal nlnseani, 
iintlcr the guida~icc of its celebrated director. Prof. 
Dr, R. 1%.Geinitz. 

- 111 Orrgoi~ City tiler(! is it I;~,rge apple-1rt.e i r ~tlic? 
Methodisl-cli~irchlot, planted ill 1842 1137 W. S. fiLoss, 
Ksrl.: for Itel.. G. I i i~res,  n7ho mas then living t.l~ere. 
The trpc bear,s t,\ro liiiids of fruit, but only one k i i~d 
eacli year, ;xntl tlie different f inds :cppear on ;tltcr-
11:tto years. Lt, is still a vigoroas, healthy tree. 

- I t  is rtridersrood tl~ai, tllt: elite: si~tellit,e of 31ars, 
i3c>irios, lins bccii observed by Professor Hall dnrilig 
the preselit olil)osition. As tile 11litnet 3Illars is now 
11ear its :apl~elion, its visibiiity n-oulrl seem to show 
that tlre satt?llit(' can be oliserveil at c'r7ery opposition 
of Nars with tlie great lclcscopes which Iiavi? re- 
cently bee11 colistructed. 

-Tile I'i rta scientific society of Troy, N.Y., has 
cliariged its name to Rensselaer society of cngi-
Ilt'C'PS. 


