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'L'III~ 1s a lien ailel enlarged editioli of thi. 

:i1it2ior's t1e:itise on pu\)-l~gllttliiig-proteetio~~, 
Iished in 1877. The  booh col i ta i l i~ :~ltogetlicr 
too rrialij good tliings to  1)e b:lcl. and too 11ia1i~ 
l ~ a i l  things to  be e n t i ~ e l y  good. Tliere i i  
a mliolesale condemnation of 1x11 systerlis :111tl 
~netliocls other tllail tliosc clescribetl, nliicli 1s 
:Llittle pe~ljlenirig. until one clisco\~ers, a ~ i t l  111 

fact the tiathor coi~fesses, that  it is issrretl ~vit21 
:I view of effecting a ge l~era l  introduction of :I 

Im,tentecl s j  stem of ligliti~ing-concluctors. 'Tile 
i~usiness air which 1)crvntles the ITliole is tlirls 
clearly esplaineil. 

T h e  a u t l ~ o r  frequelitly pronounces ngaiiist 
the ' lightning-iod Inell ancl scientists,' attribot- 
irig the blrinilrrs of the former to  the liiistalces 
of' the latter.  A brief e ~ a m ~ n a t i o r i  of liis book 
nil1 suffice to  fnllj :rcq~iit liim of the c1i:irge 
of  t)eloiiging to the lattel clncs : :uitl it n l r ~ i t  hc 
coufessecl, that  the many e s c c l l ~ i i t  1n1es which 
lie has  einphaiizcd ol~l ige us to rnnli him con- 
siclerabl? ir'oove tlie g e ~ l c ~ n laverage of the 
foimer. 'I'lic gelieinl prillciplcs of liglltnirig- 
lxoteetion. as  presented, arc  in the Innill coy- 
rect ; aiid. as g t ~ u e ~ a l  piinciples, tliey dcserrc 
a n i d c  dissemi~lation. 'rlie particalar systenl 
nrgecl a s  the oiily etiicicnt one is 111o1c cotnl~li- 
cated. aiid, e~ en if it were not patented. marc. 
exljelisi~c tllnn is 1iccc.ssarj . Some ~iovcl  
staterlientr are made, concerning ni lat  liglst- 
i l i l~g' will do in' r~iider certaiii e i l e i l ~ i i s t a l ~ ~ e s ,  
tile s:tlne paragraph in nllicli tlic nutilo1 be-
~ n o a n s  tlie igno~al ice i h o n n  by sciriitific rneli 
011 the sabject of lightning-p~otectioii. 

'J'lie autlior tlocs not qcAelli to be anT:rre of tlitl 
evisteilce of n hrrt iq don1,tlesi tlie illost coin- 
plete and autlioritnti\ <.t reatisc 011 tlie snl~ject  

e t  l)~ll)lisliecl, - the elaborate ' Ilcport of tlic 
liglltning-iod coiif'ei cnc'c,,' edited En 6 .  <I.  Sy-
lnons, li'.f<.b. 'rliis n a sc o i ~ f ( ~ ~ e l i c ~ t ~made [ti) 

of testing contlr~ctois rnol~id ccrtaiillj r e re :~ l  
solve a>tollisliing r:xt3ts in regart1 In tlic c>flicie~r- 
cayof ~ o d sa s  generally erected. e1nl)or:~te :IIII! 

c ~ p e ~ i s i \ eas  they oftell arc .  'l'lie n idc  circii 
lntion of tile rilles atlopted by tliis conf'e~encc 
n-orlid il~idoubteclly 1)e t l ~ c  mc3niis of hlingili;; 
a b o i ~ t:I ~niich-necili~tl this ~ 1 i i ~ ~ c t i o 1 1 .  I efbriii i l l  

COHlN'S ' DIE I'FLAATZE.'  
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TIIIS elaborately gotten 1111 book of over l i w  
hruidrecl pages comes to 11s a s  :r contri1)otioil t o  
general literature, :r11t1 tlocs not ntltlrrss itsclf" 
t o  the scientific botanist, except a s  he is  iiitel- 
ested ill poprilnr g ~ e s e n t a t i o ~ ~  a of bota~licnl 
facts ancl p~oblerns nit11 which he is  supyoietl 
t o  be more or less familinr. 111.. C'olin beliercs 
it  to  he the t l n t ~  of those \-crsetl in any l)ra~ieli 
of science to p ~ o t i i ~ c e  litei.:rtuie nliicli 921~211 :I 

i n ~ i t ea largc iai~cle of readers to an il~teresterl 
acqu:iir~tancc mltli their c11osc11 science. L. Nor  
a l e  they to leeoil froin tliii tnsl,," s a j s  hc ,  

hecaube of tlie dltricaltics 11-liicll plesent thcrn 
s e l ~e3 ihr satisf:~c toly solution, 01 1)ec:lrisc 
populai 71 iitings oil i iatmal scie~lcc hn\e  bee11 
unclervali~c~clby 11i:11iy." i2ctuatcd 11) liis co11- 
T iction, Dr. Cohn lias collectecl tlic. :~dClressei 
nllicli hc tlelirerecl a t  ~ a r i o i i s  placci ill Ge l -
manj  bt~tmcea tlie ? cars 1852 a ~ l d1881, a~ i t l ,  
11liilc ietaiiiillq tlirir original fo1111, liar rcmotl- 
elled them s\~fliciciitly t o  h i n g  them 1113 to (late 
ancl e o ~ n l ~ : ~ c t  n l ~ o l e .tlierli illto a sli:al)t~l~ 

rli the pief':rcc. tlic ant1101 scts fbrtli a tliffieiilt~ 
\~hiclr  besets tlic popnlar lectrrrcr on icicxntific. 
tol~ics ,--one TIiiic'h tioubtli~ss c~ erg- one nrho 
llsis trietl this s t \  le of aildi ess has filllg- real- 
izcd,-n:unclj., tile meagre liiionlerlgc and l i a ~ ~  
c o ~ ~ l l ~ r e t i e ~ ~ s i o nn it11 n liicli tlic rn:~jorit\ of hear- 
c l r  listen to hi, norcls. nc1cessitatii1g 90 loilg x 
11.r~el l in~ the elemeii la~y f:~cts of tllc topic on 
that  littlc tiuic is lest for the c .oi is i t lc~: i t~o~~ of' tlclrgntes fio111 tlic J,oudon ~~~c~tcoro log icn l  OF 

s o c i c t ~ ,  tlic ROJ:L~ inst i l~i te  of Illitisli :rrclii- 
t rc ts ,  tile Lorltlon society of tclegr:ipl~ engl- 
iieers ant1 elect~icinns, the TAoiiiloa 11h~ sic:il 
society, a11t1 tn o co-ol~trd n i e ~ ~ l b e r s ,  Piofs. \r. 
$;. dlyrton :tnd 1). 12. IInglies. 

T h e  examiaalion of the I nrioas problemi 
preseliteil m:~s esl~aust ive.  nncl the code of rules 
for che erection of lightning-co~idilctors pli11- 
lished in the repoi t is  sirnple aiicl easily 111nrle1- 
stood. T h e  proper construction of an efficieiit 
lightai~ig-coi~cluctoris. after ,211, a matter of 110 

great  clifficnlty, and of com1)nratively little c s -  
pense. The  iiiaugliratio~i of :I proper system 

the liiore rccoilclite :~1it1 iiitciebti~ig l)oi~lt> 
If we mnj bo :illon ed to  Jrlilgc, 11)1 . Coliii 

lias o \  ci eomc tliii tliffirwltg- to :i lxrgc tleqicc 
iii :I \ c i ~1ial)l)j 1;lallliei.. Ilc de\ otes Ihtl firit 
l e c t u ~e. ciititlcd . 13ot:inic'nl problemi.' to :I 
brief liistory of tlie c lc~e lopmei~ t  oC botanj , alitl 
ari es l~lai ia t  ion of' some of the e1einent:iry pl.ii1- 
ciplrs of tlicl iciencc, thns paving the ITa) for 
siibseqnent tliscussioli o r  mole iljecial ~na t te r s .  
Sollle iclea of tlie ~ a l i c t y  of tlic topics tleatetl 
may 1)c gni~ied fi.oiii the titlcs of the siuteen 
lectures, ndlich arc a s  follows : 'Botnnical prol)- 
lerni,' ' (:oetEie as  :I bot:~ilist,' ?'lit cell state, '  


