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Remesal (Jlatlrid, 1611-I),libro xi., cap. xviii.-xx., pp. I t  is a forrn of more than orclinary interest on 
720-753,a province ' el hlanch6' mentioned as one of account of the respects in ~vhich it differs from 
tlie provinces of Vera Paz, the Indians of which mere the majority of its kindred. ' I s  it a sea-aer- converted in tile years 1603 and 1601. Xr. hlauds- 
lay's niap contains the Rio del JIanchC, an  eastern pent? ' is asked by all who see it. Those who 
tributary of the Kio Sta. Izabel, which latter, in its believe in the existence of the ocean monster 
lower course, is callcd Rio de la Pasion. The prov- may certainly derive some encouragement from 
ince of SfanchB must evidently have beer1 situated on the discovery. About the throat the appear- the river of tlie same name, to the norlh of the village 
Cahabon, which was the starting-point of the Padres ance is decidedly fish-lilie. The body is long 
for their trip of co~iversion, as Remesal states. and slencler, five feet in total length, aiicl less 

Whether tlie name of this provi~lce, 'XanchC,' has than four inches iu greatest diameter; ~t be- any connection with the word 'Menche,' as Mr. Rock- 
stroh says the ruins on the Csuuiacinta (separated by comes compressed and thin toward the tail. 
a rnountain chain froru the central part of the Pete11 The head is broad, slightly convex on the 
tlistrict) have, remains to be seen. crown, and lias a 1006 about it that reminds 

I n  regard to the notice in the same number and on 
the same page of Science, ' Esplorations in Guate- one of soille of the venomous snalies. The 
mala,' I beg to add, that  the ruins of Tikal had been mouth is anterior and very wide. As in other 
discovered in Februarv. 1848. bv Mr. Modesto hlen- ~har l i s ,  the teeth are arranged in rows across 
clez, corregidor of t11e"district c;f 
Peten, and by the gobernador 
Ambrosio Tut.  Mr. Hesse, min- 
ister of Pruesia in Central Amrri- 
ca, published the report of l l r .  
Sfendez, dated March 8, 1848, in 
vol. i. of the ' Ze~tschrift fur all- 
gemeine erdkurlde ' (Berlin, 18.53, 
pp. 162-lGS), and added some 
general remarks, and two plates 
which he  had carefully copied 
from Xr .  hlendez's dmningi.  
These plates contain the illus-
trations of four sculptures (in 
wood) and five ~nor~ol i ths  discov-
ered by Mr. M e ~ ~ d e zin Tilial, 
arid those of four monolitlis dis- 
covered by llirn in 1852in Dolores, 
-another to\\n with ruins, to 
the south of Tikal, in the same 
district of Petell. The chairman 
of the IZoyal geographical society 
is therefore mistaken in stating 
(p. 203 of the Proceedings) that 
the ruins of Tikal were described 
for tlie first time by Alr. hlaudslay. 

The report of Rlodesto hlendez 
is mentioned hy Mr.. A. F. Ban- 
tlelier in his Bil~liogi~aphy Y11-of 
catan and Central America, in 'Proceedings of the the jaws ; they :Ire all alike. E:tch tooth has 

society.' 1880,p. g2.-4merican a r ~ t i q n a r i a ~ ~  three slender, curved, inward-dil.ected cusps, 
i x i  Eighth .a\ unue, NCW York. 

HEE>IAXUIOAI,KE. and a broad base, n-hich extends back ill a pair 
of points under the nest  tooth, thereby secnr- 

Barn-owls in Missouri. ing firmness, and preventing reversion. I n  the 
111Scieuce for Jan. 11 the occurrence of the barn- twent~-eight  the upper jaws, and twe'l-
owl in soutllern Ohio in nIlusllal numbers the present 


winter is recorded. The same fact has been noticetl ty-seven of the lower, there are three times as 
here. Four have been cacieht in the city in a5 many rows of the f a n ~ s  or cusns. Of the six " 
many different buildings, a l l d l  number tooliup their gill-openings, the allterior are ierSn,ide. un-
habitation in an  unused chimney in one of the prin- 
cipal residellces tile city. Another was a like other Sclacliians, in this the frill, or flap, 
few miles out. They are so unusual here that no one covering the first opening is free across the 
knew what kind of owl they were when the first v:ts isthmus, as in fishes, and hangs down about at1 
captured. '. Sa'zF'sox. inch. On tlie body the slime-canals -shown A'. 


Sedal~anatural hihtory 8ocieh , 
qer*- 11l.a-,..-\ro b r  the dotted lines in the slietch -form con-

t&uous groores, as  if the skin hacl been cut 
with a sharp knife ; they extend to the ex-

9 I'ECULIAR SELACfHIAN.  treme end of the tail. The spiracles are so 
TIIE o~ltlines given here are taken from a small as to  be useless ; bat, being present, they 

shark recently discovered in .Jal~anese waters. point towartl an ancestor, a bottom-feeder, in 


