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T H E  TVEATHER IN  SEPTEJ113ER. 

TFIEweatlier-review of tlie U. S. sigaal-
service shows that in September tlierc were 
two peculiar features, -the low meall temper- 
ature, and the deficiency in rainfall. The for- 
mer was characteristic of all districts east of 
the IZocky Alountaius, thong11 tlie temljerature 
was above the normal on tlie Pacifio coast. 
The greatest cleficiency in rainfall n-as in the 
east Gulf states, but thc tlrouglit has been 
se.rTcre in various sc>ctions. Forest-fires burned 
over large tracts of land, callsing t l ~ c  destruc- 
tion of much property, especially in New Eng- 
land. 

The accon~pan~-ing chart exhibits the meail 
pressure, temperatllrc, and wind-clirections for 
.the month, and needs 110 special con~me~lt .  
Xilie barometric delx-essions were obscrved 
within the limits of the country, the average 
course being farther north than is usual. Of 
thcsc, one was cspccially severe on tlic Lalces 
and in Ca~iacla, ancl one was a well-cle~cl-
oped tropical Iinrricane. Tile lntlcr v a s  first, 
obsefr-ed near 33Iartinique, on tlie 4th : it was 
very violent ill tlie Caribbeau Sea, aild causecl 
great clestruction in the E R ~ I R ~ ~ : L S ,  the loss of 
life being orer fifty. I t  reached the North 
Carolina coast 011 the l l t l ~ ,  and was R destrllc-
tive gale between Cape Aatteras and Wil-
mington, but lost its energy on re;iching the 
land, ancl was ~11011~- While tlic dissipatecl. 
damage from the hurricane was great, good 
service to commerce \.rras rendered by the fre- 
quent warnings issued by the signal-service. 
l'lie depression which existed on the 2lst  is 
worthy of note on account of its nnnsnal track. 
I t  moved from &lilwaukee, north-west to St. 
I'aul, thence so~~thrvarcl over loma and Mis- 
souri, and was the incans of considerably 
moc1it:nng tlie effect of a colcl mare which 
threatener1 extensive damage by frost. F i re  
storm-centres are traced on the Atlantic, one 
of which is a continuation of the secoricl of 

is indicated by the following precil)itation 
table : -

Average precipitation for September, 1883. 
- . - .. -------- . .- .- -. -.-~ .~--

/ Bvcrng? fur Se[>tcxnbcr. 1 
Districts. 

NewEngland . . . . 
Middle Atlnntic 8t;lteR . 
South Atlantic states . . 
Jpiorida neninsula . . . 
~ n s t e r n i u l f  . . . . . 
Western gulf. . . . . 
130 Grande valley . . .
'1't~onessee. . . . . . 
Oliiu valley . . . . . 
I,ornerlal<es . . . . . 
Upperl :~kes . . . . . 
Extreme north-west . . 
Upper Alississippi valley, 
Alissouri valley . . . . 
Nortliern slope . . . . 
btiddle slope . . . . . 
Sortircrn plateau . . . 
Solittiern plateau . . . 
Korth Pacific coait . . . 
Middle Pacific coast . . 
8outh Pacific coast . . . 

Inclzcs.
1.24cleficiency.
0.33 exce88. 
0.69 PSCe88. 
1.69 deficiency.
3.93 deficiency.
1.16d~ficiencv.
1.77exce88.
1.19 deficiency. 
0.96 deficiency.
0.21deficiency. 
1.20 ileficiency.
1.23dcticiency.
1.78deficiency.
Normal.
0.37 deficiency.
1.43 PXCPRS. 

0.72 ~i;fiiiiLc~.
0.65dcficiency.
0.95 deficiency. 

The clrought in the southern states is a COII-

tiaaation of that of former ulo~lths, as is 
show11 b~ the following table of deficiencies in 
the districts narlied : -

Diutrictn. 	 / July. 

I lnchcs. 
Tennessee . . . --0.90 
South At1:mtic . . 1 -0.73 
Eaatcrn'g~ilf. 	. . -2.51 
TF7estprngolf 	 . . I  -1.77 

i August. (f3cpternhcr. Total. 

Inclles. Inches. 
1 -0.41 I 	 -.l.lC! 

-0.72 	 0.69 
1 . 9 4  3 . 9 3  1 '8.41 
-2.63 -1.10 1 -5.53 

No. 37, nnd which passed over Great Brit- 
ain. Four vessels only report passing ice-
bergs. 

TVith the approach of fall, frequent frosts are 
reported, and a frost-chart is a special feature 
of the review : i t  gives the limits of the regions 
in which frosts mere expe~iel~cecl in corlnection 
mith the tliree leacling cold wares of the month. 
I n  contrast with this, masilnu~n temperatures 
of 100' or higher were noted in Arizona, 
California, Idaho, Ii'ansas, Louisiana, Nevada, 
Texas, ancl Utah ; the highest being 122". 

The extent of the cleficiency in the rainfall 

the Augnst liurricnries described in SCIENCE,1)elaware Brealirvater and liittylian-k, 011 the 

Several instalices of great mind-velocity were 
recorded, the maximum being a llundrecl and 
eight iniles per Ilonr at &fount TITasliington 011 

the 9th. At Cape RZenclocino, on the Pacific 
coast, a ~naximunl velocity of ninety-six miles 
was noted. The singnlar fact, not unusual, 
however, in tlie winter season, is deserving of 
mention, that tlie total movement of the air at  

Atlantic coast, is greater than tliat at the sum- 
mit of Pilie's l'eak, tlie loftiest station in the 
world. 

T H E  E L E C T R I C  L IGHT ON THE U. S. 
F I S H -  COMLJfISSION S T E A M E R  ALBA-
TROSS.'- I[. 

As superintende~lt of the building of the ship, 
my expectalioll was, tliat numerous and intri- 
cate problems would present themselves i n  
running the vires about the iron hull, through 

f Continued from No. 41. 


