
avian, in no wise mainmalian, thong11 poc~lly tlixrel- 
oped. Prof. Huxley considers the111 to s l i o ~ ~  a fun-
damental resemblance to those of crocodiles The 
introduction of so many new terms is to be regret- 
ted. -(Proc. zool. soc. Loizd., 1882, 560.) J. A. J. 
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I n d i a n  courtship.-Nrs.  H. S. Baird recites a 
bit of her own obse~vation respecting Indian court- 
ship half a century ago in Wisconsin. When a ~011th 
falls in love, he  places himself a little way from the 
maiden's wigwam, wearing one blue and one red leg- 
ging. B e  then plays in a lnirior strain an air upon 
t h e  flute, pib-pi-g~van. If he is permitted to proceed, 
l ~ eknows that  therp are no objections to his address- 
ing the loved one. If the parents have objections 
to him, he is infor~ned that he is too noisy, etc. 
I n  the latter case he discontinues his serenades: in 
the former the flute-playing gives place to visits, the 
father saluting, and saying. 'Come in, friend: there 
is room for you; ' upon which all the family give 
a sort of hitch up, to make room for one more around 
the fire. The young man seats himself by the door, 
and next to the daughter; as the eldest son and 
daughter always sit nearest the door, on each side of 
it. Tlie lover then produces a few snlall pine sticks, 
one of arhich he lights a t  the fire, and hands to the 
maiden. If she takes it, he is accepted: if she does 
not, but lets h im 11old it until it goes out, he is re- 
jected. When the time arrives for them to be united, 
the parents of the yourig man bring valuable presents, 
such as furs, while the parents of the bride bring 
ornamental worli. These are distributed among the 
friends. The bride is dressed by her sister-in-law, 
and conducted to her place in tlie wigwam to await 
alone the coming of her husband. I n  other cases, 
when father-right prevails, she goes to his home. A 
man can have as many wives as may be required to 
dress his game and carry i t  home. -( IVisc. hist soc., 
ix. :311,) ,J. W. P. [377 

T h e  m o u n d s  of Wiscons in .  -If one wishes to 
lteep himself informed upon archeology, he must not 
neqlect the volumes of the state historical societies. 
The Rev. Stephen D. Peet has done a good service, 
with reference to the emblematical mouncls in Wis- 
consin, by plesenting in a condensed form not only 
the desc~iptiori of the structures, but also the names 
of the most important wo~lrs in which references to 
them may be found. Air. Peet is well acquainted with 
the edigy mounds, ancl therefore adds many original 
observations, which are in the main extremely cau- 
tious Attention is directed to the difficulty of de- 
termining the shape of the mounds, by reason of 
deforn~ationsd i ~ eto the plougli, the tramping of cat-
tle, the wear of the elements, the avarice of relic-
111111ters, ancl the encroachments of the modern 
arcl~itect. Again: many of the aniillals once com- 
mon have departed from this region, such as the 
buffalo, moose, ellr, antelope, bear, lynx, aiicl wild 
turkey. If the mounds represented in shape the 
badges, weapons, and symbols of the natives, they, 
also, are unfamiliar. 

Tlie author ascribes to all these inour~ds a religious 

signific'ance, 111wliicl~ opinion he is not warranted by 
what is I;no\vn. His reflections upon the cross-sym- 
bol, however, are very just. As to  the shapes of 
these structures, we have the mace, double bow, 
groups of cones, triangular enclosul.es, besides every 
~ a r i e t yof animal supposed to have lived in this re- 
gion. Mr. Peet disrnisses the ' withelephant n ~ o i ~ n d '  
a rnodest introduction to its sponsor. -( 1Visc. hist. 
coll., ix. 40.) J .  \T. P. [378 

Chinese n o t  homogeneous .  -Xr. E. Colborne 
Baber, secretary to H. &I.legation, Peking, malies the 
following interesting statement: "The population of 
China is far from being so homogeneous as is generally 
supposed. I have often heard Enqlish people assert 
their inability to distinguish one ChinanIan from an- 
other; but it may surprise you to hear that  a China- 
man, on first coming into contact with Europeans, 
makes precisely the same remark of ourselves. At  
first they have sonie dificulty in even dist~nguishing a 
woman from a man. In  spite of a general persist- 
ence of type, there is at least as much variation among 
the natives of the eighteen provinces as there is 
among the inhabitants of Ellrope. A thousand years 
before Christ the Chinese nation occupied a mere 
fraction of the territory which they now possess 
Even then they were not l~olnogeneous in manners or 
speech, and they \>ere environed by many non-Chi- 
nese indigenous peoples. Since then the Chinese 
liave spread, not by ousting or exterminating their 
neighbors, but by a process of absorption : in 
other words, they migrated among them, and in-
termarried nit11 them ; and their superior energy 
and comparative civilization gradually effaced the 
national characteristics of the surrounding tribes. 
The same process is going on in Tibet, in Burma, in 
the Shan country, in Tonquin, and in the Straits 
Settlements. The Chinese blood has been mingled 
with suchdiverse stocl,s as the Tatar, Turlri, Tibetan, 
Burmese, &Ion-annan, Tai, and Polynesian." The 
discussion of this paper by Sir Rutherford Alcoclr, 
Sir Thomas Wade, Col. Yule, and Mr. Colqulioun, 
is a valuable contribution to Chinese sociology.- 
(Pvoc. geogr. soc. Lond. ,  Aug.) J. w, P. [379 

NOTES AND NEWS. 

THE Maryland oyster commission, which has in 
view the invention of some plan which should checlr 
the depreciation of beds belol~ging to the state with- 
out unduly interfering ~ v i t h  trade, met in Baltimore 
recently. I t  was suggestecl that  dredging be restricted 
in various Tvays, and the available grounds increased 
by sowing the bottom with clead oyster-shells wliere 
none now exist. I n  1879 Lieut. Winslow found the 
averaze in Tangier Sound to be one oyster to 2.4 
square yards. I n  their recent examillation of the 
oyster area of the state, the commission founcl tllat 
the average of sixty-one becls examined was one liv- 
ing oyster to each 3.7 square yards, sholving a rapid 
ancl important decrease since 1879. Tlie commission 
finds, as the result of the examination of forty-six 
oyster-beds, that there are only 1.35 living oysters to 
every bushel of dredged shells. ?Vhile the oysters are 
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growing scarcer, more labor is required to get them, 
arid tlie arriourit of dead inaterial which lias to be 
liantlled is largely increased. 
- 'rile Pons comet, now approaching the sun, may 

be expected to be visible to tlie nalied egc allout tlie 
first of 1)ecenlber; but i t  is not lilrely to attain a 
brigl~tness coinparable with tliat of tlie conspicuous 
conlets of the last decade, unless it shall have under- 
gone material change since its last reappearance, in 
1812. The intensity of its light will be three times 
greater on Nov. 21 than i t  was on Oct. 16; and it mill 
increase until about the middle of January, when it 
may be anticipated that  its light will be about equal 
to  that of a star of the third ~nagnitutle. 
-The announcenlent of the publication of the 

Berlin catalogne of zonal stars will have, according 
to Nature, the effect of postponing the publication 
of the French catalogue, for wliicli a credit of four 
hundred thousand francs liad been aslced from the 
budget commission. 

-Dr. U . A. Gould passed through London early in 
October, en route for South Alllerica. The printing 
of the second volunle of tlie Cordoba zones is nearly 
completed (in I ~ o ~ i d o n )  ; and Dr. Gould's attention 
will soo11 be turned to the publication of a~iotlier great 
work nndertal<en by him at  the Argentine national 
observatory, vix., the Cordoba general catalogue of 
stars. 

-Ensigns 11. G. Dresel ant1 A.  A. Acl~ermaii, who 
were detached frorn the National museum for duty in 
connection with the  recent Greely relief expedition, 
in spite of unfavorable circumstances, succeeded in 
collecting some interestir~g zoiilogical and minera- 
logical specimens. Among t,hem are some of the so- 
called meteorites of Ovifax. 

-Regarding Fla~usteed ant1 Morin, Mr. W. T. 1,ynn 
writes to the editor of the Obserantory (August, 
1888): "I'rol~ably few anecdotes in tlie history of 
astronomy are better k n o r n  to general readers 
than that related by J'lamsteecl, respecting the foun- 
dation of the Royal observatory being liastened, if 
not occasioned, by the application of the Sieur de St. 
Pierre to Charles 11. (through the Duchess of Ports- 
mouth) for a re~vard for discovering a metliod of 
finding the longitude at sea, and J'lamsteed's own 
decision on its impracticability until the notions of 
the moon and the places of tlie fisccl stars liad been 
determined with much greater accuracy tlian was 
then possible. But i t  is not easy to understand 
the exact irieaning of one of Flamsteed's expressiorls 
to St.  Pierre. I Ie  says that h e  told him, after first 
proving to liirn how iricompeterit a calculator he  
was, and pointing out, tho.t, independently of tliis, 
his method mas inapplicable in practice, to go to 
his own countryman Norin, ~ v h o  would instruct 
him in a better method tlian his own, and not to 
return to the king of England nntil he had done so. 
Of course, the general force of this recomme~idation 
was, in vulgar English, to bid him go to Jericlio. 
But surely Flamsteed could hardly ]lave been igno- 
rant (though he  does not refer to i t )  that JIorin 
had, in 1634 (forty-one years before the applica-
tiun of St,. I'ier.rc to Cllarles IT.), sn1)mitted a plan 

similar in priiiciplc to Cardinal Kicht~lieu, and tliat a 
cofnniittee appointed by the latter came to the sanie 
decision as Flamsteed concerning St. Pierre's propo-
sal; that such a methotl was of 110 practical use in the 
existing state of as(ronornica1 linomledge. To me, it 
seems exceeclingly likely tliat St. Pierre Tvas a\varo of 
~vliat had tal;en place with rcgarcl to Morin; that, in 
fact, he had stolen the principle from the latter (~vllo, 
although he deserves all the contempt tliat I\l:itller 
pours upon him for prostituting astroiioniy to the 
purposes of tliat mass of i~nposture and clelusion 
which has robbed our science of its rnore appropriate, 
name of astrology, mas a good mathematician for 
those times), and interpreted Flamsteed's last remark 
into the imputation that  he mas in point of fact 
found out. Flamsteed says that he heard no more of 
him afterrrards ; but he  certaiuly did not go to Morin, 
for the best of all reasons, -3Iorin having died more 
than eighteen years before, on the 6th of November. 
1656." 

- In  a paper on the germ-theory of disease from 
a natural history point of view, before the Uritish 
association, Dr. Carpenter stated that lnany of tile 
existing genera and species of animals ant1 plants 
n-ere altogether uncertain; tliat as fresh ki~owleilge 
was gained, so it was found necessary to modify our 
accepted views -this especially holds good with geil- 
era which have great pan-er of aclapti~ig tlie~naelves 
to varioils circumstances, arid ~vhich  consequer~t ly 
produce numerous variations. Tliis power of niodi- 
fication, the autlior stated, was much more rnarl;ed 
in the lower than in the liiglier forms of either Iting-. 
dom, and Tyas csl~ecinlly fomid in bacteria. The 
author then cited tlie case of tlie germ protlucing 
small-pox, in which he stated the germ hat1 r~ndergone 
such a modification, tlirtt whereas two centuries :%go 
the disease was very severe, and 1mon.n as ' bl;rck-
pox,' it nolv existed only as a mild disease. 1)uring 
tlie last siege of Paris, however, the coiiclitior~s xvere 
such tliat the germ reverted to its origiual form, and 
produced the same severe disease as t ~ v o  centuries 
ago. Xany fact,s were brought fornrard to confirm 
this view. 

- In  a paper by Professor Hull before the British 
association, upon the geological age of the North 
Atlautic Ocean, the autlior made use of three lcad- 
ing forinatio~is as factors in his inquiry; viz., the ar-
chean (or Laurentia~r),  tlie Silurian (chiefly the lower 
Silurian), and the carboniferous. He coiisiders that 
t l iro~~gliout (or Laurer~tian),  t l ~ e  lower the arcllean 
Silurian, and the carboniferous el~ochs, the regions 
of North Ainerica, on tlie one hand, aiid of the Brit- 
ish Islcs and ~vestcrn Europe, were submerged, while 
a large part of the Sortti Atlantic area existed as 
dry land, fro111 llie waste of ~vhich  tliese great forma- 
tions had been h i l t  u p ;  aiid he urged, tliat, if snch 
were the case, the doctrine of the permanency of 
oceans and continents, as tested by the case of the 
North Atlantic, falls to the ground. 

-The meteorological observatory establisiietl upon 
the  top of Ben Neris by tlie Scottish meteo~,ological 
society was formally opened on Oct. 17 wit11 iriterest- 
ing ceremonies. A party of ninety, iricluding many 



ladies, c1irnl)ed t l ~ e  inoiultain, in spite of unfavora- 
ble weather; ancl after their returir lo tlie base, where 
a second meteorological station is established, a din- 
ner, with congratulatory speeches, was given. The 
funds for tile establislirnerlt of these obser~atories, 
55,000,have been raised by popular subscriptioi~s, 
tlie subscribers n n t ~ i b e r i ~ ~ g  about two thousantl. 

-At  the meeting of the German society of natural 
scie~ice at  Ilalle, on Oct. 2, a paper was read by I>r. 
Assman of BIagdebu~.g, on the advisability of estab- 
lisliirig aa~eteorological station on the Erocken BIoiin- 
tairi. 'What  mill becorrie of the spectre?' 

-Dm. Schuchardt a r ~ d  Icrause, of the Volliniarlrr 
clinical hospital a t  Elalle, consider that they have 
pIaced the connection between scrofula and tuber-
culosis beyond a doubt. Followiilg up Kocll's line of 
research, they have discovered t,lle peculiar bacilli 
of tuberculosis to be present in several distiilct for~iis 
of scrofula. 

-Joseph Aritoine I'erdi~lanct Plateau, professor of 
physics a t  the University of Gl~ent ,  died at  that place, 
Sept. 13, at the age of eighty-two years. 

-The U. S. liyilrograpl~ic ollicc lias published a 
' I,ist of geographical positio~is for t,he use of naviga- 
tors i ~ ~ ~ d  others,' compiled by Lieut.-Commauder B. 
11, Ureeii. The list is divided into seventeen sec-
tions, acco~,ding to tlie geograpllical position of the 
places, and is collfined to points on the shore or on 
iiavigable rivers. 

-Dr. J. Lawreilce Srl~itli died at  Louisville, Icy., 
on Oct. 12, in his sixty-fifth year. He was born 
near Charlestor~, S.C., and was educated at  the Uni- 
versity of Virginia and the Charleston medical col- 
lege. He afterwards spe~l t  some tirrle abroad. His 
first paper vr-as publisl~ed wliile lie mas in Paris. A 
large part of his work was in ineteorology, his collec- 
tion of meteorites being especiiilly famous. 

-Li~iiong the exliibits at  tlie New-JIexico territo- 
rial fair, held a t  Alburluerque, Oct. 1 to 5, was a 
collectioil of antiquities frvni the old pueblo rains 
of Arizona, by Mr. Tl~ornas V. Iieam. ' r l~is geiitle- 
rrlail has loiig been engaged in trade in that region, 
is well linown to the 111diaiis and to our national 
surveying-parlie*, and has rendered very efficient 
service, both as ail adviser aritl mediator, i n  our nego- 
tiations with tlie Nava,jos. His esliibit was highly 
spoken of by the Albucluerqne press. 

--Dr. D. G. Brillton r ~ fPhil:itlelphia, wlio was one 
of the vice-preside~~ts of the congress of Bniericaliists 
held in Copeiihagen, arid the oiily delegate frorn tlle 
Ui~ited States, ~nalies a brief report of the proceed- 
iiigs. I n  187.5 the first mee1,ing was held at  Nancy; 
that of 1877, at  Brussels; of 187'9, at Laxe~ilboarg; of 
1S81, a t  M:tdrid. Tlie ineeting of tliis year was opened 
in tlie magnificent hall of the university, in the pres- 
ence of the king, the royal family, the Princess of 
Wales, and other dignitaries. Professor Worsall pre- 
sicled, and delivered the address of welcome. 'rhe 
discussions and papers related to paleolitliic man in 
America, Scar~dinaviaudiscoveries, the history of 
Colunibus, native American literature, ceramics, tre- 
phiny, etc. Dr. Brinton reports that the communi-
cations were very geiierally of a high order, though 

there was euough of l'r111ce Madoc arid the pilgrimage 
of St. Tl~onias to reiiiind the members of  thca lir~mble 
origin of archeology. 
-AIessrs. Iiegan Paul, Trench, & Co.. of I,[~i~tlon, 

announce Mr. Everartl in1 Tliurm's 'Amol~g  the 
lndians of British Guiana,' sketches, chiefly ~ll t l lro- 
pologic, from the interior.. 
- AI. Uerthelot has publishetl tlie results of liis 

rescarchcs into tho nature of explosives, uiitler the 
title of 'Sur  la force des niatikres explosives tl'aprhs 
la tllermochimie.' One portioii of the book appeared 
as an article in the Nozivelle vrcue. 

I n  presenting his work to the Paris acadBmie ctes 
sciences, 31. llerthelot explained that  he  mas led to 
those researches by the events of 1870. The fit.st 
boolr is on his theory of the p l~enon~ena of explo~ion, 
and especially the explosive wave, which lie colisi(iers 
throws a new light on the subject. T l ~ esecond book 
is on the co~nposition of explosives, and tlie third on 
their comparative power. The last is very colr1pl.e- 
herlsive, and he gives nurilerous tables. 

-Air. William J. Fislior, U. S. signal-obi;ervr,r at  
Kadialc, has fount1 tiine, in tlie l~ rosec~~ t ion  hisof 
duties, to collect for the Xational museum ethnologi- 
cal specimens from the following Alaskan tribes: 
Ugashagmiiit, of Ugasliag River, Eristol Bay ; Ta-
nichiiagmiute, o f  Lesnoi Island, near Kodialc 1-lar~d: 
Nanuaclipachmiale, of Aliaslia perlins~~la,  near Ili-
amna Bay ; Reiicllwicl~nlil~t,at  Icatmai settle~r~c>llt, 
Aliasla penin8ula; I<iaticlimynt, near h1altslt;ltna 
River, Aliaslia pcnii~*ula; Tsl~~l-attsl i ign~jnt,  ai.oi111d 
Xucheli, Hi~lcliinbrook island, Prince Williani Sou~ld.  

The editor of the Smithsoiiian proceedirigs 11oIds 
up tliis illvoice of I I r .  Fisher as an  exarnplt: to I)e fol-
lowed by all collectors. Tlie excellent features are 
the native naines of the articles, tlie explar~ntion of 
their functions, arid tlie location of the tribe from 
which each comes. Tllcre is a very grave objec,tion, 
hovr-ever, to the spelling of the narries and the i!len- 
tification of the tribes. Mr. Dall and ot11er.a ha\ c 
located marly little baricls of Esltiino all :tlony the 
Alaskan coast, Are thesc tlie same, or differc~lt o~ies?  
If the same, why another mode of spelling; a ~ ~ d ,  what 
is worse, why is 'mut ' spelled 'mint,''17iiute;' ' iniut,' 
'mg7lt;' 'mjnt," mnjut,' ' rnjzjute,' ' ~ l j i t l , '  ' injant,' 
mjunt,' ancl 'mut '? Strenuous cfforts arc rrialiing 
to bring order out of chaos ill tlie matter uf t~,ibes, 
but nothing will be accomplislied if corrfoiion is con-
stantly introduced by observers. 

-1'rof. T. (2. Boniiey rc3ad a paper befort: the 
Geological society of Lorldon oil Nov. 7, oil t,he geol- 
ogy of tlie South 1)evon coast fro111 'I'or Cross to 
Hope Cove. 

-The relation of the state to the tnetlical profes- 
sion was the prevailing topic ill the recent iiiaugural 
addresses before the schools of the several liospitals 
of London. Until 1858 the Eliglish people had virtu- 
ally no protection against unqualified praclitioners. 
111 that year tlie act was passed establishing the pres- 
ent system of medical l ic r~~sing.  

A royal commission was appointed in May, 1851, to 
inquire into the existing provision, arid to reconlmend 
such acldit.ional act.ion as might seem advisable. The 
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proposals of the commission mere en~boclied in a bill 
which passed the House of Lords during the last ses- 
sion, but was lost in tlie House of Comnions through 
the ' obstructive tactics of interested parties.' I t  is 
believed that the bill which will be presented clu~ing 
the next session will meet with better success. As 
pointed out by Profes~or  EIuxley in his address at  the 
London hospital, ' three grave defects remain to be 
remedied: ' viz., the low stanclard of exarniiration 
allowed by some of the licensing bodies ; the grant- 
ing of licenses which do not involve proof of the 
holder's acquaintance with all t h ~ e e  of the great 
branches of medical practice (namely, medicine, sur- 
gery, and midwifery) ; and the present state of the law, 
which does not permit the medical couricil to enforce 
equality of minimum examination, and the threefold 
qualification, before admitting a medical practitioner 
t o  the ~egister.  All of these points are included i r ~  
the proposed bill. 

I t  is further urged by those interested in the im- 
provement of the profession, that liberal education 
should be a more general characteristic of its mem- 
bers, anif that  the student should bring to his medi- 
cal course a more thorough preparation in physics, 
cherniatry, and biology. Both of these ends will be 
furthered by the provision recently made in  the two 
great universities for the sciences specified. 

Socially the medical profession does not compare 
favorably with the other professiolls in England. The 
fact  is curiously illustrated by an extract from a recent 
boolr quoted by Mr. W. H. Bennet in his address at  
St. George's hospital. "This choice of a profession," 
says the author, "is not an  easy matter, >?hen, as a 
rule, tlie church, the army, the bar, and the diplo- 
matlc service are almost the only professioi~s open to 
a ~oungfellow." Evidently, as Xr .  Bennet observes, 
'' the thought of medicine had never for an  instant 
entered the writer's mind." 
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