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tragedy in the heart of South America. Mr. Thouar, 
a young French traveller, is now facing dangers of 
every description, in liis attempt to discover the re- 
mains of our unfortunate countrymen. Gathering 
information, and supported by good will on all sides, 
he is making slow but regular advance. We can 
o~i ly  hope that he will attain his object; while we do 
not ignore the dangers to which he so generously 
exposes himself ill trying to penelrate, accompanied 
only by an  interpreter, a country inhabited by In- 
dians who overthrew the niission of Dr. Crevaux. 
Our warmest hopes for success go with him in his 
noble undertaking. 

At  the extreme south of America, at  Tierra del 
Fuego, a French mission, established a year ago, has 
been commissioned, in accordance with the iriterna- 
tiolial programme, to make meteorological and mag- 
netic observations. We look forward to the next 
return of tlie guard-ships, whose work, accompliihed 
under the direction of Mr. Martial, commander of 
the Romanclie, mill form a valaable contribution to 
the phj  sical geography of these parts. 

Finally, after a successful expedition to the north- 
ern latitudes, in the polar seas, which, since tlie voy- 
age of the Recherche, have scarcely seen the French 
flag, one of our countrymen, Mr. Charles liabot, is 
a t  present continuing in Russian Lapland the inves- 
tigations which he began in Sweden. The region 
which he inclucles still offers a vast field for geo- 
grapliical and geological study. 

Such, my dear colleagues, are the chief meins by 
wliicll the advance of French geography, in its most 
active and most persistent form is disclosed. I might 
still spealr to you a t  length, but we must not deserve 
the reproach of weaviiig for ourselves crowns; and, 
in the noble titles I have just recalled to you, we 
should see rather the  obligations they place upon us 
than the satisfaction which they bring to our proper 
~iationalpride. 

LETTEES TO T H E  EDITOR. 
Marriage laws of 	 the Omahas a n d  cognate . 

tribes. 
THE Dakotas or Sionx still have mother-right 

in some of their tribes, and I cannot say how far 
the following statements apply to them; but the 
Omahas. Porilcas, Kansas, Osages, and others have 
father-right, arid are governed by the principles here 
given, with one exception, - the  Iiansas have re-
cently disregarded their laws, and have begun to 
marry in the gens. 

Ttle Omaha tribe is divided into ten gentes or clans, 
each gens having its special place in the tribal circle. 
I n  the figure the numerals denote the gentes, and 
the letters the sub-gentes. 

Suppose that I belong to 1, the Ellr gens, which is 
also my father's gens: I cannot marry ariy female 
of that  gens. If my mother belongs to 2, a buffalo 
gens, I callnot marry any woman of that  gens. 

Suppose that my fatlier's mother belonged to 3 a ,  
my mother's motlier to 4 a, my father's father's 
mother to 5 a, my mother's father's mother to G a, 
my father's mother's mother to 7, and my mother's 
mother's mother to S a: I cannot marry any women 
of 3 a, 4 a, 5 a, 6 a, 7, or 8 a, if I know of their re- 

lationship to me; but I can marry any women of 
the other sub-gentes, 3 b, 3 c, 3 d, 4 b, 4 c, 4 d, 5 b, 
5 c, 5 d ,  G b, G c, G d, 8 b, 8c, or 8 d, as tliey are not 
~ n yfull Itindred. 

I can also marry any women of 9 or 10, if they are 
not forbidden to me for o t l~er  reasons; that  is, if tliey 
are not my affinities, such as the wives (realor possible) 
of those whom I call my fathers, mother's brothers, 
grandfathers, sonn, sister's sons, or grandsons. 

Principles considered. -1. Marriage in the father's 
gens forbidden. 2. Marriage in the mother's gens 
forbidden. 0. The regulation of the sub-gens. 4. 
Potential or possible marriages nlnst always he kept 
in mind, and kinship terms are based upon them. 

J. OWENDOHSEY. 
Washington, D.C. 

Francis Galton's proposed ' family registers.' 
Mr. Francis Galton is now planning to push his 

inqairies into the laws of heredity npon a more ex-
tensive and systematic stale than ever before. The 
success of his early work, 'Hereditary genius,' led 
him to observations in a wider field, which extended 
over several years, and were collected ill his very 
valuable boolr, ' Inquiries into the human faculty,' 
which appeared last spring. His iiew proposal in-
volves the collection of a large liumher of family 
biological histories, to extend over three or four 
generations, and to be obtained by circulating an  ex- 
haustive schedule of printed questions. The writer 
has just received a copy of the latter, together with 
a prospectus of the general plan, which hlr. Galtoii 
will call ' Fanlily registers.' The revised schedules 
will shortly be ready for distribution. I n  the mean 
time an abstract of the ~~rospectus  - and schedule may 
be given. 

Mr. Galton foresees the difficulties which he will 
encounter; and, appreciating that  the obtaining of ac- 
curate family histories of health and disease aniong 
laymen is alnlost out of the question, his prospec- 
tus appeals principally to the medical profession. 
Among doctors, all inherited disease is a disease, 
and not necessarily an hereditary disgrace, as most 
of the laity are apt to regard it. I n  this class, also, 
the scientific interest attached to inherited imperfec- 
tions of physique or mind often overbears every other 
feeling. A t  all events, although the anonymozts will 
be strictly maintained, Mr. Galton seems to expect 
that  few non-professional persons will be ready even 



to pa t  upon paper tlie rather s~a rch ing  register of re- 
plies. 

Tlie narrowest scope of inquiry, to be of any value, 
must ernbrace three geiieratioiis; but the results will 
be far Inore reliable when they cover four. Tlle latter 
wonld relate to at  least thirty-six persons: wliicll AIr. 
Galtoll recl;o~~s as follows: "On the side of tlie con- 
tributor there are Iris two parents, four grarlil-parents, 
an  average of three ~ ~ n c l e s  and aunts oli each of tlie 
two sicles, three brotl~crs or sistcrs, a~tt l  1iims~:lf : this 
111alies sixteen l~ersoxis. Tliere is another set of six- 
teen for the relatives of his wife irt the palue degrees. 
Lastsly,1allow an average of four children." A siti-
gle family regisier of tliis sizc, tlierefore: a t  least 
involves the f i l l i ~ ~ g o u tof nt>wly thirty-six of the 
schednles, ~vliich vil l  he no light taslr, even wit.11 the 
most favorable opi~ortuiiities of ohtkinirig iriforma- 
tion. T l ~ epersons whoiri 311.. Galton ar~ticipates will 
assist 11ini the 111ost arc young pliysicians, ntarried 
and r i t l l  chiltlren. 111case tlic grand-parents ;Ire liv- 
ing, their field of inlornlat~ioii will naturally be very 
n-ide. Partly as an i n d u e e ~ i ~ c ~ ~ t  to men of this class 
to uridertalic. such a. t,;ssk,partly as a. pectlilinry re- 
turn for tile tiinc wliicll it mnst ~leceesarily occupy, :t 
series of prizes will be offered, a ~ i i o u ~ ~ t i n g ,  altogether, 
to 2500, including, probably, tell prizrs of S23 each, 
and otliers not to exceed $50 nor fall short of S.5. 
r 7Il ie retivns are to lie sent with mottoes, but 110 sig-
nature; the name alid adilress to be c~iclosed in a sep- 
arate envelope beari~ig the nott to. Ttie merit of thc 
r c t u r ~ ~ s~vill  be eitim:ited by t h e  c lenr~~cssand es-
haustivene,ss of statpmci~t, tlie nurubcr of generations 
treated of, and the appendis (see beyond). 

Tlie returns aslcect for are in abstract as follows: 
1. A separate and full biological llistory of each 
member of thc family iri tile direct line of ascerit; 
2. il very brief statement of tllc riiai~i biological facts 
ill the lives of r1ic11lbi.r~ of tile col1:rteral lines of 
ascent, that  is, of the n~icles and aunts, great-uncles 
and great-aunts, etc. ; 3, r l  f1111 descriplioll of tlie 
rnni~i sources of itlCoriitatiori for 1aud 2; 4, An ap- 
pexiclix r\~hicli will inclnile all a~ialysis of the medical 
history of tlic family, sho~ving l.he pec~iliarit,ies ~ v t ~ i c h  
have, arid 11ave ]lot, bcclt t~~arisrr~itted, autl tlieir iden- 
tical or cliangeil forrrt. All con~niuniealions to be 
addressed to I'rat~cis (:allon, $2 Eutlaild Gate, Lon- 
(loll (S.W.), Exig1:tiicl. 

&Ir. Galton 1i:ts reduced the collectioll of statislics 
to a fine art, havi~lg a~~raxigetl this schedule ~ v i t h  the 
greatest ingenuity. T11e near and renlote re1;ttion- 
shipsare i~iclicatecl by sitt~ple symbols; and, by xneans 
of horizoiital niid tmmisverse colnnlns, tlie rei~nired 
facts can be coiide~ised into an slnalla~sto~iisliingly 
space. Each sclrecl~ile is i~ttenciect to COT-cr six peri- 
ods it1 the life of tlie pcraon ilescribed, from cliildliood 
to late in life, slid a t  e:~cllof these prriods to give a 
statemetit of, 11, conclilions of life: B,  persoilal de- 
scriptioa; C, lnedical life-history. U~ lde rA are s u c l ~  
topics as tow11 or coui~iry residence, and sailitary 
ii~flilences generally. Ul~tler Za' arc descriptions of 
feature a ~ i d  pl~ysiqi~e.  work and nlus- of habits of 
cillar force and qnicliness, Iceenness of sight and 
desteri t .~,  artistic and ;rllieil c:lpacities, peculiarities 
of character and telnperament. Under C are dis.. 
eases, accirlentn, mitlforniations, age a t  death, etc. 
Qtller facls solicitetl are, o r i l ~ r  of birth, age a t  mar- 
riage, number ant1 sex of children. All tliis is upon 
one side of a double sheet, and relates to one person 
in tlie direct lilio of ascent. Upon t11e reverse of the 
sheet, similar inquiries are irtacle in the collateral 
lilies, or alliox~g tlic brothers aricl sisters of the person 
described. 

bIr. Galton believes tllat the interest in each family 
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register will increase rapidly as the investigation goes 
on, aricl family historics will result of far niore ac-
curacy tliatt coul(1 be collected in ariy less methodical 
system. Tlie seherne is so ~itucll more coinprehensive 
than any thing w11icEl has preceiled it, that i t  certainly 
promises us a muc11 deeper insight into the Ians of 
heredity than we hare  at  present. The n lo~a l  value 
of this, and, 111 fact, of in~lcli of tlie life-worli of this 
author, lies in tile disserni~lation of the stern truth, 
wliich is as old as the ;\tosaic law, that  the cliaracter 
of the next generation depel~ds, perhaps, less ,tl!nli 
me are apt to tliirik upon tlie education and traini~ig 
we prepare for tlieni, and Inore a i ~ o n  the 11fe-contliict 
of the present and the preceilirig qenerations. 

i l ~ : ~ ~ t x 'F. OSBUIIN. 

11.Id7JIlSLEY ' S  B O I I Y  A L I  WILL. 

Bodg and roill: beirlg nrl essay concerning will in its 
nzctu~~i~ysicnl ,  nnd as-pfipiulogicnE, pathological 

prcts. By 13~x1~1~  Jf D.
A~.AUT)SI,EY, l rondo~i ,  
l i c y a n  Paul, Treizcil, & Co ,1883. 8+333 p. so. 
1:o~arnl r t ~ uwith respect to its an~lont~cetl 

l~11rposc, this hook is one of t l ~ c  most unfortu- 
nate aiid tlisal>poiating that Tye l i a ~ c  eyer seen 
bewing thc name of nit able Inan on the title-
page. Tllc impose, as set forth 011the titlepage 
a11c1in thc. preface, seeins inclt~ecl a rioblc one. 
Of ~vill, in its pntliological :islpect t ~ t  lcnst, 
Dr. Maudsley has, one ~vorild suppose. tlic ijest 
poss~ble light to spealc. ,Znd n e  all l i a ~  c so 
iliucli to learn about all its aspects, that we 
come to the bool;, e\ cn after lnevioui c'slj'ccri- 
elice of tile antilor's ec.ccntricities. nit11 liope 
of getting some renI in<trnction. That the 
frectlom of the nil1 is to be disc1isset1, n c learn 
n ithout fear : for. old as the topic is, an in- 
gellions lnan m n j  Eia~ e soii~ctliing new to snjr 
abolit i t ;  2nd a straightfor1~-3rd statemc~nt of 
the doctrine of detcrnlil~idm, made frorn tlie 
p h j  biologicnl poir~t of l i en ,  ma- re11 bc uscfi~l 
ancl instmctivc, w e n  if it shonld fail to he iicm. 
Rut, n-ith m ~ c h  more interest thmi lie feels in 
the ~romiiccl wrntlgle over t11c f~ccdoni of tlic 
~vill, tllc student of psjcliology 10olis forvaril 
to what is promiml in the l~rcf'ace. nhere Dr. 
Mai~ilslej. tells 11s Illat hc 112s long been c ~ i -  
gaged in dealing nith '. concrete niinds, that 
~ n n s tb e  obserrcil, stuilied, rlilcl ~nirnagccl; " 
that he has been t r j  irig to find out why indi-
viclnals Se'ccl. tl~iiili. and do as tliey do, how 
they maj bc actilntcd to feel, thinlr, ancl do 
clitt'erentlj , ancl in mllat n-ay best to deal n ith 
them so as to do one's clat- to one's sclf :ltl(l 
thei11." In  conscqllenct., lie s q  s ,  " I 11x1 e no 
choice but to leave tlie b:~rrcn heigllts of spec- 
ulation for the plains oil which Inen lire and 
move and have their being." TIe tiesires, then, 
" t o  bring hoine to nlental philosophers tile 
necessitj of taking serious account of a class 
of f:tcts nnc7 t l i o ~ ~ g h t ~  arewllicli, tho~tgli t l iq 


