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extraordinary suction upwartl, toward the chilly crests Standard railroad time. 
of that lofty range. I ren~ernber noticing it norvliere 
more strongly than 011 the coilst of Sonoma county, Tl~ougli the subject of standartl and uniform mil- 
Cal., swept by a corist,ant indraught fronl the I'acific. way time has for sonie years been under consider2ttiort 

This waq the locality of my article in I$arl~e~'.s by rar io~ls  pcientific and practical bodies, it cioes nor, 
magazine for January, 1883, styleil ' I n  a retlmood appear in any wag to have been exhaast,ed, even in its 
logging-camp.' 111 t,hat article (1). 191), after speak- main features. Besides, a certain bias lias sl~owri it- 
ing of the stiff, erect trunks of tlie Sequoia, as seen self in favor of the ailoption of a series of cert,ain 
inland, I say, " I n  windy places, like tile exposed hourly meridiar~s, ar~tl  thus keeping Greenwich min- 
sea-front, all the bougl~s are twisted into a single utes and seconds, when coritrwstecl with the practica- 
plane la~iilward, and great pictnresqueness resnlt~." bility of a more simple proposition. There is also a 
As you looli a t  these trees from a distance, you can- feature in the discussion of the subject which bears 
riot resist tlie impression (however quiet the sea ancl to have niore light thrown upon i t ;  namely, what 
the air) that  a furious gale is a t  tliat rnomerit strain- necessary connection there is betwern the railway 
ing everg branch to leeward, as a Jlarch day cli~es companies' uniform tirrie and the mean local time of 
tl?e garment,^ of pedestrians, or the flags of the ship- the people, or the time necessarily usecl iri all transac- 
~ I I Gin a harbor. The seashore parks of Victoria tions of common life. Direct,ly or by implicat,io~~, 
or Vanconver, and of Sari Francisco, give other ex- certain time-reformers evidently aim at  a standav~l 
amples of tliis same appeamnce. A conspicno~~q tinie, which sliall be alike binding on railway t,raffic in-
stance of tliis sarne tliirlq is to be seen in the Salinas as well as oil the business community: ancl to this 
valley, which extends for over a hundred miles sontli- grea,t error mucli of the cornplexity of the srlbject is 
ward fro~ri  hlonterey. There a high point of view to be attributed, and it has tlirectly retarded tlie 
sl~ows that every tree anrl bush (save large clusters) n~ucli-needed reform in tlle time-maliagement of our 
in tlie whole valley leans toward the south-east (ap- 1.oads. 
prosirrlately), 1vge11 by the terrific wind that never must for- We say all ordinary business erery~vl~erc  
ceases to rnsh 1113 tlie long valley from the sea to the ever be conducted on locul meml solar time, the slight 
hills. difference between apparent and mean time having 

I t  is needless, however, to  seek examples so far produced rio inconvenience; and we may rightly asli 
away. A line of evergreens along tlie Greenwich the railway companies to give in their time-tables for 
River, in exstern Connrcticut, slioms the asy~nrnetry prchlic use everywhere and always, the mean locrrl 
jxoduceii by wirltl very plainly; and tlicr shore-trees all ti~ric?of the depart,ure and of tlie arrival of trains. I t  
along hlonlaulr l'oint, and tlle low isla~ids on that is the departli1.e from this alrnost self-evident state- 
coast, are belit a\r7:ty from tlie sea. 011  any ocean m m t ,  and tlie substitution and triising-up in the time- 
co:lst (or equally along the Great Lakes), on rvitle tables of times referred to various local sta~iilnrils, 
plains, or it1 any lofly nio~u~tain-range,  which has in no small measure co~~tr iboted  t l ~ caccor~lirig to to 
mv pretty wide ohservat.ion in the Unitecl S t ~ ~ t e s ,  conf~~sion T l ~ eone and perplexity of tlie present system. 
ri~ight tell tlie course of the prevailing wincls as ac- people at large do not care to know by ~vli:tt t in~~x- 
c ~ ~ r a t e l yas fifty years of signal-service observatio~~, system any railroad manages ils trains, any more t l~ai l  
by a gl:~nce a t  exposed trees, wliicli, nu~,turetl in they care what the stearn-pressure is, or what is tlie 
steacy gales, berid in age as their s:lpling twigs 1vel.e number of the locomotive All the traveller is in- 
incl~ned. terested in is regnIarit,y and safety of travel: l~erire it 

Snow is another factor to be considered in reqardirig was to I)e desired, tliat, whatever the standartl or 
tlie growth of tree.; in n ~ o ~ u i t a i n  regions. Tlle flat- standards of tinie arloptetl. tlie colnpanies woirld re- 
tened tliicl<i?ts of Qpruce just above timber-line, of the frain from tronbling him with a matter which only con- 
sarri'e species wliicli, in *heltered spots no lower down, cerns their internal organization, or which is entirely 
assctmes ari erect and lofty attitude, are matted close ad~ninistrative. TVe looli upon the publication of tlie 
to  the groiu~d by long weight of snow, as well as railway time-tables, by local time everywhere, 219 a 
bowerl I)erieatl~ fierce gales. Many and varird esam- sine quci nviz for tlie satisfactory settlement of tile time 
ples of its effect might be adducetl; but I mill refer to question, so far ar the public a t  large is concerned ; and 
one only. On the road to the ant1irac:ite mine above i t  woctld seem eqnally plain that the best system for 
Crestetl Butte, in the Ell< 31octntains of Colorado. yon tlie aclrni~listri~tion of railroads woltld be the adopbiori 
pass through a large grove of aspens, some eighteen of a uniform tinie, this tinie to be known only to the 
inches or tliore in tliarr~eter, sta~iding tliickly on the managers and ernyloyees of the roads. 
hillside, at  an elevation of about nine thousancl feet. We are informed in SCIENCE of Oct. 12, that the 
That  region is f;unons for its deep snows, which solution of tlie problern of standard railway time is 
might be inferred from tlie fact that  every tree in tliis near at liand, and probably lias already been consum- 
brvad aspen-grove is bent far out of the vertical, mated by the adoption of fowr or more regions, each 
many of the111 thirty or forty degrees, and all urii- ]laving 111rifol.tn minutes and seconds of (:~,eenwirh 
formly as to direction. The only explanation of t l~ i s  tirne, but tlie local Iionr of the r~lidrlle rneritlian. To 
is the snow, which weights then1 down throilgh so have come down from several dozeri of distinct time- 
many lnontl~s of tlie year. The sturdier trrlnks rise systems to a very few and uniform ones, except as to 
vert,ically in inany cases, but their tops arch over tlie hour, is certainly a step forward, and, so far, 
al~riostin  a serriicirclc; wl~ile the saplings are bo\ved gratifying; but why not ailopt Greenwich time, pure 
nearly to the g rou~~ i l .  111marry parts of tlie mnun- ant1 simple, anti have absolute uniformity ? Probably 
tains, great swaths lie open in the woods, and can this will be felt before long. The counting of tnrelltv- 
never (or at  lemt do not)  beconie forested on ~ C C O ~ I I  four hours to the (lay, in the place of twice twelve, t 
of snow-slides; while tile opposition of wind ant1 snow a11d the obliteration froin time-table* of tlie obl~os-  
togetl~crare the only conceivable reasons why many ious A.M. and P.M.  numbers, ~vonld sccaui to be 
bare ~jlateaur are not tree-grown; tlicrt, for exa~tiple, ger~erallg acltnowlei1,rretl as an improverncnt and sinl- 
bet~veen the Lake Pork of tlie Gurinison slid Coclie- plification, ant1 perhaps can beqt be dealt with hy 
topa Creek. adoptinq it at  once, accornpanied by a simple espls~la- 
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