
LETTERS TO TIIE E D I T O K .  
Greenland geology. 


INtlte seventlt volrune of I-Iee~.'s Flora foscilis 
arctica. jast iss~~c.d, Pro-my tli.ting~ri..l~etl colle;t~ues, 
fessor Ilecr of Ztu.icl~, and Ilerr  I<. F. V .  S t ee~~s t rup  
of Cnpcnllacr~~, seem to be at  crnss plirprlses wit11 nlr, 
regartl i~~gthe ~~osit,ions and Esliilno llanles of the 
loc~lit iesnilere the collcctio~is of fossil ~)larrts didcov-
el.0~1by us were obt:~inetl; Mr. Steenstrup giving tlke 
spot one name, m~rl I anotl~er,  wlrile, o~virlg to t l~ i s  
misapprell~nsion,tlte exact lntitutle of at, least one 
place is cliffcrently et~teretl in our respective papers. 
For i~tstance: we apply tlre name of ' l<r~dlisaet' (Rit-  
lutlsat) to spots at  col~sitler:lble di . ta~~ces fro111 each 
otller, ant1 (lo not quite mltlerslantl the same place by 
the worci ' Un:~t.tolr.' I-leer, wllo Itas, ho\veuer, never 
been in Grecnla~ltl, notes (11.203) that  " n a c l ~  Stcell- 
strup flillt TJjaracuks~unitoli von 1:. P,ro\vn (Flora 
foss. arct., ii. p. 452) rnit U ~ ~ a ~ . t o l <  zusalnmen 111td 
der Narne bcrrtl~t anf missverstii~~dtliss." Again: 
Steenstrup, i n  tlre admirable n ~ e n ~ o i r  toappcntlecl 
IIeer's work, mentions Lhat " l3romn zufolge 1, c. 
[Philosol~l~icaltrunsnclioits; 1869, p. 445, and Trcir~s-
actions oJ the  g~olo~liculsociety of G1us:ioto. vol, v. 

Stecn~tl .ul~'s(il~atlvertently, no doubt) mentioning 
t l ~ a tNa~,czs antl tltirty-one xnll I differed two ~ r ~ i n u t e s  
seconds (2' 31") in our l:~tituiles of 'Ititcnbenlis 
I<ol~lc~~brr~cl t , 'that tltere was some i~?excusnble 
~~ozrglii~ess tlte of tlle sextant antl artificial i l l  use 
I~orizo~l,  in reality me observccl at two totall?/~ l t i l e  
cZ(ftkl'r.~rtplocm, tlte matter is, tliollgll not of great 
scientific or gcog~~al?liical in~])ortance, in a manner 
pc~sonal to ~nyself, if not to Sil. GeJrgc Nares. 

~ ~ D E R TBROWN. 
Streathnm, I,ondon, Etlg.,

Sept. 24, 1883. 

Htunaa proportion. 
I n  a review of nly lectnre on ' Hurnatt proportion 

in a ~ , t  ant1 anl l~ropo~~lc t rg '  (SCIIC?J(:E, ii. :354), the 
accrrracy of certain statements co~ttained therein is 
q ~ ~ s l i o i t ~ d .I'(~rlrtit Ine space for a brief reply. 

l'lie c ~ , i ~ i c  says tliat tlie irnpltment in the lrand 
of tlre Eggl~tian figure is a crux n~tsntu, the symbol of 
c t c r~~ i ty ,ant1 not ' a  Bcy.' But 51. Charles Dlanc, 
wltosc! tlescription I ~vas  quoting, says ' l a  person-
nagc t inlt  .1112r! c11.f de la rnain tlroite;' and tlle espl,es- 
sion ia wn~.rantetl, as it is, in its syn~bolical sense, 
spoken of by Egyl~tologists as ' a, Iiey.' 

p. 361, wares 11Ier [at Unartolr], (lass cr iu~dSVl~y~nper  Il is  next :tsc;ertion is, tllat the Dorypllorus of Poly- 
lrn jallr IS67 verateinerungen sammc~ltcn. Rleines lileilus was ]lot, as I stated, ' a  beautiful yout l~  in the 
eraclltens ruht der name Uia~.asnhsun~i-act of t l~ ron ing  a spear,' but a spear-bearer of the U r o ~ v ~ ~ s  
tok'  von dern nmstarlcle her, dass der Grij~rlandcr body-guartl of tl~cl'ersian king. T l ~ elatter furiction- 
illn n l i~svers tsnt le~~ arg, l~owc?ver, wo1.e a long rolle, termed the ' cnndys,'und geglau1)t bat, dass er gefragt 
wiirde, moher er (der (2ro11lantler) ~viire, \vor:~~l€ er c x t e ~ ~ t l i ~ ~ gf r o ~ n  t l ~ e  neck to the mid-leg, and conld 
eine antmort gab, (lie ~trtgefiil~r 1)edeutot ' Ich bin not liave 1)een selcctecl for a model, wl~icll neces- 
aus Ujaragsugsnk' " (p. 247). I do not doltbt for a sarily reqnired a r~alied figure. Pliny (Hist. nat., 
moment illat Mr. Slceristrup mny be right; and his 
general accuracy forbids me to assert that Ilc is wrong. 
R I  accjn:tit~trt~~cewit11 1)anisll was in  1867 (as it is 
still) trifling, wl~ile of E~ l i i~ l roI was all but igno-
rant,. And even \rill] the greatest care, it is always 
difficnlt to arrive a t  the esact designation of localities 
in Greenland. Horvever, 311.. Tt~gtler, ~v11o accom-
parlierl us, was familiar with E.l;inlo, and of coltvse, 
as a Dane, with Uanisll; antl the n:unes attached to 
my map and paper referred to were arrived at, aftcr 
repeated cross-questioning of nativeo ~ ~ r  boatmen, 
and of Paulns, the intelligent Eskimo catccllist a t  
Ou~tartok (Unartok), who wrote then1 down in a 
note-book, at  present before me. Curiously rnouglr, 
in a note in the Iland-writing of the late Cllevalier 
Olrick, so many years governor of Nortll Greenl;t~~cl, 
t , l~e place is called ' Ujarasalis~rmitoli,' wl~icll natrl- 
rally led me to believe that this v a s  a synonyme of 
Ujaragsngsnl;, under wllicll ltaine it is also rlr,sig- 
natecl by Dr. IiiitB, ill Ing ctlition of Danislt Green- 
land (13. 340). ' Kolbroff' I regartletlRite~~benBs as 
the same place as Ur~artok,  for there coal Ivas being 
mined; wl~ile Steenstrnp seems to corlsitler i t  tlte 
same as I<rrdlisaet. The latter spot, after a series of 
very careful, and, I am certain, accrlrate, meridian 
altitudes, I place in Lat. 70° 5' 25" N . ,  wl~ile Nares 
puts the 1:itt~nk)enk coal-mine, so called (Iirrtlli>aet), 
in Lat. 70° 3' 4", wl~icll me tllat tltis sl3ot is c o ~ ~ \ ~ i n c e s  
what I tool; to be U ~ ~ a ~ . t o k .  At  my I<ntllisaet tllcre 
was, i n  1867, 110 coal bcing dug. A l~y l~ow,ill the 
' Geological notes on the Nourso:tB l'er;iusitla, Disco 
Islantl, etc.' (7Zat18. gcol. soc. Glasgoui, vol. v. 1). 
5 5 ) ,  I l ~ a v e  so fully tlerc.ribetl these localities, t l l i~t  

xssiv. S )  S I L ~ S ,' Iden1 et Doryphorom airiliter puerum 
fecit,' etc.; and 1n:tny otller allusions in classical 
writers confir~n Illis view. 

The last and ruoat surprising criticism is the state- 
ment th:it my assertion that prior to the time of 
I'l~idias, the face, I~ands,  feet, etc., were carved in 
marbl~>,and mel,e fastenrd to a wooden blocli, is " a 
comple(e rnisur~tlerstanding of the nature of the 
arc1l:lic & h a ,  or wooden statuen, -rvhich in Greece 
],~,eccdeil t l~ose nrade of stone or metal." Now, the 
(6nvov mas s i~n l~ ly  statue.a w o o d e ~ ~  (Cf. Pausanias, 
vii., 17, 2 ,  ~ooiidc5v iLQ' 6v ~d SJavn, ctc.) I t  was snc- 
ceedetl by a lrlore el:tborate invention, linolrn as an 
ac~~olillt, Pausartiasfrom trcpo: and ?.iBoc, stone-ends. 
dc'scribes O I I C  of tllem (ix. 4 ) :  "The slatrte of tlte 
godtless [tlle P l a t a e a ~ ~  is made of Athrna of I'ltitlias] 
mood, a11d is gilt, except t l ~ e  f~tce,antl the ends of the  
11auds and feet, ~rl~ic-lr  :tre of I'cntelican stone." See 
also Quatroinbre tle Quincy, 5Ionrunents et orrvrages 
d'nrt a ~ ~ t i q r t t . ~ ,  vol. ii., I{estiLntion cle la Minerre en 
or et  ivoi1.e dc l'l~itlias all Parthenon, 1311. 63-123; 
also JIiiller, IInntl\)aclt (1, arcl~aeol. (1. lcunsl., $ 84. 
1)r. Willix~n Smi t l~  stales tlre case concisely (Dict. Gr. 
a11t1 I<o~n. ~ l ly t l~ol . ,  vol. iii. p. 250): ' 'Up  to his 
[I'llidins'sl tinre, colossal statues, when not of bronze, 
xerc  ccr~,oli//~s; tli:\t i*, o~tly the face, l tai id,  and feet 
~vcreO F  111:1rble,t l ~ e  botly being of \vootl, nllicll was 
conccall.d by real tlrapery." ROBERTFLI~TCUER. 

?W;i~l~it~gton,Oct. 8, 1583. 

['rllc most com~non of all the Egyptian symbols is 
an ' ~ n b l t ~ ~ t ~  in t11c fo1.111 of ' a hnndlt?tl cross,' symbol- 
ical of ' lift>;' but boil1 t l ~ e  n:lturtb of the objoct rep- 

no future esplorer call mist:rke t l~em.  U ~ t t  as ~ n a ~ ~ y  ~ y ~ n b o l i ~ t n ,resc~ttetl, anll t l ~ u  r+'aqonof t l ~ e  are eq~lally 
may see Herr's worli xvho ruay not be nl~le to con- I I I I I < I I O \ ~ I I .  TO  c:tll itl ' :% Iit'y ' is certai~lly \vrong, as 
srtlt my ll~unblcr 1)rocl1111~e,I ask permissio~~ to ni:ll;e the 13gyl)tian.i 11:itl 11o11e ; a1111 by arcl~e~~logists isi t  
these explanalio~ts ill the c o l ~ ~ r t t ~ ~ s  a u-lrnlly t1csign:ltecl by the conventional term ' cruxof scie~~tific 
journal, wltich, as llle nlo~~tltpicceof A~nericarl cinsrrl(i.'
geologists, takvs cognizancc of far-amay G r c e ~ ~ l ; ~ n d  T l ~ n t  the wo1.11 ' Dorypl~oros,'es ci termini, cannot 
also. Moreover, ns olle luigl~t S L I ~ ~ U S ~ ,  Nr. nieall ' a you111 in  thc act of lhrowiriy a spear,' fronl as Nr. 
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Fletcher says, but sin~ply a 'sl~exr-bearer,' is what 
our criiicis~n was intentletl to con\rey. 

A l t h o u d ~  it may be trc~c e ~ ~ o u g l ~  'prior to the ~11at 
time of Pl~itlixs, colossul statl~es,  w11e11not of bronze, 
were ao 'o l i l l~ s ,v ~ l r  criticisin \\.as tlirected t o  tlle 
author's broatl aqsertiun, v l~ i c l l  ctiltirely ignoreil the 
esistence of Sbava.] 

\VRITICIL O F  T1112: NOTICE O F  ' F~CII.-LNI'ROPOI~TIOS.' 

Geology of Phi ladelphia .  
\\'ill l'rofcssor Henry Cxrvill Lct~i.: state nrl~ere t l ~ e  

tern1 'l~gdro-lnica-slate' is u-ell by 11.D. 12oyel.a, or 
i n  that porl,ion of the report 011 Cl~ealcr coluily writ- 
tell by t l ~ e  urldersig~ied? 

Tile word occurs seven times in the Lancaster 
count,y report; but in erc?r,y case esccpt the itzrlics on 
1'. 10, wliicl~ the refcrencc on t l ~ e  nintll l i~ l e  below 
slloms to be a miaprir~t, it is nwil in tlie sense tle- 
fined in my criticism. ant1 not as all ecl~~ivalent for 
l~yrlro-111ica-scllist. As 11is tlefence of the use of t l ~ e  
other terrns allntlecl to does not ]fleet the objectio~is, 
110 further reinark is ncccssary. 

PERS~VOEFRAZER. 
Bept. 28, 1883. 

The chinch-bug ia N e w  York. 

We have the chi r icI~-b~~g lcucoplerus Say) 
(U l i s s~~s  

in  New Torl; in formidable ~ iu~ubc r s .  I ts  appear- 
ance with us is of great interest, as l~itherro tile 
only record of its occurrence is tlrat of Dr. Fitcli, 
.who, several years ago, ~ 5 7 ~  of i t  three i n ~ l i ~ i d ~ ~ a l s  
upon willows in  the s p r i n .  I had never before n ~ e t  
with i t  in our state. Dr. IIxrris, yo11 remember, 
mentions having seen one exa~nple in RIassachusetts. 
By some manner i t  has been i~~trod~tcccl here, and I 
can tllink of no may so probai)le as that it has been 
brought in a freight,-car from the west. 

mel seasons, iintl that  heavy rains Rere invaria1)ly 
fatal to it. I t  really seems as if the new-comer Tias 
cle.*ti~~ctlto be a pernianerit ir~stitution in the state. 

Tlre fa~.lncrs are aronsetl to the in~portance of rlo- 
ill% what they can to arrest anit repel tlie iilrasion. 
I I ~ n i erecornn~eniletl tliat it be fongl~t ~ i t h  that vnlil- 
able ill-ecticitie, lrerosene-oil, enialsifiecl and diluteil; 
atrtl, if generally used the ensuing sprilrg, I have 
great faith in its proving efiicient. 

J. A. L r s ~ s ~ n .  
OfEcc of the st:rtc cutoniologisl 

.~ll)~lll~-,0c.t .  !I, 

Z iphins  on t h e  N e w - J e r s e y  coas t .  
A telegra~nwas receir~etl at  the Smithsoninn il~stitu~. 

ti011 oil the :Id inst. from the keeper of tbe life-savi~lg 
stfttion at 12arncgat Cit>y, N.J.: ~ I I I I O U I I C ~ I I ~the stral~d- 
illy of a large cetaceall at  that place. Professor 
Ihircl itnrnediatcly despatclred the writer and a prep- 
arator from the nluselun to take charge of the speci- 
nien. On airiring at J3arnegat City, I inlrrlerliately 
perceioetl that we hat1 to tlo with an  exarnple of an 
aged femalo of an  interesting ziphioiil whale; and, 
~ \ , l~cr lthe sknll was cut out, it became eviilent that 
the anin~al  was of the genus Ziphills. The specinien 
rneasures 10 feet 4 inches in length. arid was appar- 
clltly of a light stone-gray color, (1xrl;est on the bellv. 
Tllis disposition of color is unusual in cetaceai;. 
T l ~ cspecies is probably Z .  cavisorlris. 

111..I'alnier and lnyself succeeded ill making a 
plaster n~onlil of half the exterior, ant1 in cutting out 
tllr complete skeleton. 

Tile genus Ziyliius has not, I believe, beeii hitherto 
recorded as occurring in the north-nresteri~ Atlantic. 

F r i ~ n ~ ~ i c r rTIIUE,\V. 
Cu~n to rof ?izutnnrnls. 

U. 8.  nntiollnl mnsenni, 
Oot. 11,18.3. 

Tlie locality of its occnrrellce is i r ~  St. L x w r e ~ ~ c e  
county, the most western of our ~ lo r t l~e rn  counties. 
As it was for some time thongl~t t11:it the insect could THE DE LONG 
not live north of 40° of latitude, this seerns a strange The voyage of the Jeannette. The s72@ nncl ire jour-
locality for its first appearance. nals of' (;eorge 18.De Lonq, Lieut.-commanrler I ts  operations were first noticed in a field of timo- U.S.N., anti com7nander of :lie polar eq~editio~z ofthy-grass last snmnier, but, the (lcpredator v a s  not 

1879-81. Edited his ~ ~ i f e ,then discovered. This sumnrer the il~fested area 11ad by E~rnxs [JASC 

largely extended, and, upon a Inore tl~orougli searcl~ \VOT'~ON]I)&;LOR'G. 2 ~ 0 1 7  ~ o s t o l l ,  Ifiz~ghton. 
being made, it was four~d in myriatls - eo111d be ill~$lin, & Co., 1883. l 2 f 9 l l  p., illustr. BC. 
scooped up, i t  is stated, by I~antlfi~ls-  among the TIIEvoyage  o f  t h e  J e a n n e t t e ,  owing  to its
roots of the living grass bordering the Iiilled area. 

coil~lectioilnit11a g r e a t  newspaper ,  Ilas)>ecomc. 111the fields infested, the tinlothy, June,  and 'wire 
grass ' are con~pletcly Billed, so that  tiley are suc- i n  its gene ra l  fea tures ,  f:xmiliar to all. T h e  
ceeded the following season by thistles, weeds, and conmge ,  eudnrnnce ,  a i~c l  pa t ience  n ~ i t h  wliicll 
patches of clover. So far, i t  11:~s not attacked wheat the llleinbers of the pa r ty  met pain, peril ,  pri-  
or corn, of which, home~er ,  very little is grown ill 
St. Lawrence county. va t ion ,  ant1 ereii  d e a t h ,  n i l1  a lways  reinail1 a 

I have just visited the i~~fes t cd  conspicuous cxamplc  o f  i n a i l l ~  qunl i t r .  T h i slocality, and I find 
it to be a very serious attack. It is rapidly e x t e l ~ d i ~ ~ g '  cspecli t ion,  ho~re re l . ,  n a s  unique  i n  sevei.al of' 
to other than the two fanns upon whicll it mas ob- 
served last year, and it in all probability exists in 
~ n a n y  places where it has not yet been detected. 
Great alarm is felt throngl~out t l ~ e  district invaded, 
as the timothy-grass is the fou~rdation of the grazing 
interests of that  region. Clover, owi~lg to the sever- 
i ty  of the min te r s ,~cao~~o t  be grown to ally extent. 
The most t h r e a t e r ~ ~ r ~ g  of the attack ij, tha t  f c a t ~ ~ r e  
it has contirlued to increase, notwithstanding that 
this year and t11e precetli~rg l ~ a r e  both been ~ ~ u u s u -
ally wet in northern New l'orl;. Garden-crops were 
liilled by the heavy and continueil rains; grass is ly- 
ing in the meadows, mhicll could not be seclrred; and 
so cold has the seacon been, that fields of oats are 
still unharvested. All mriters l~ave  concurred ill stat- 
ing that  the cl~inch-bug cuuld not eni l~ue  cold a11c1 

its fea tures ,  ~ r h i c h  shonlil be t a k e n  illto accoun t  
in all1 jutlgment rei~clerccl up011 i t s  results .  
It was  not ail expedi t ion  fbr sc ie~l t i f ic  res i~arc l i  
i n  the arc t ic  regions.  117 . v : ~ ~n o t  scientificnllj. 
plannecl. It liacl. so f a r  as c a n  be lcarnctl  
f rom tile clocuinei~ts,  110 lwogramme.  Of i t s  
members ,  but  tn-o, a ciri l iai i  a11c1 a sea inan,  
had hail  nng exper ience  o f  an arc t ic  n-inter ; 
none  h a d  m a d e  ally serious stncly o f  t h e  1)liysi- 
ca l  coi~clitioils o f  t h e  polar  a r ea  ; : E I I ~ ,  v i t l i o ~ ~ t  

F o r  the n-oodcuts illustvatii~g this  article, the editor is in. 
debtcd to tile publishers oC the worli, Ile,ssrs. EIoughton, Ilifflin, 
& Cu. 


