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better: raising Inen above vile things and worthless 
conipetitions, t,o a fuller life and keener enjoyments. 
Throng11 it we believe that man will be saved from 
misery and tlegradatio~l, not merely acquiring new 
material powers, but learning to use and to guide his 
life with understanding. Through science he will be 
freecl from the fetters of superstition. Tlirough faith 
in science lie will acquire a new and enduring delight 
in the exercise of his capacities: lie nil1 gain a zest 
and interest in life such as tlie present phase of cul- 
ture fails to supply. 

I n  opposition to the view that  the gursait of 
science can obtain a strong hold upon human life, it 
nlag be argued, that on no reasonable ground can it 
appear a necessary or advantageous thing to the in- 
dividual man to concern himself with tlie growth 
and progress of that which is merely lilcely to benefit 
the distant posterity of the human race. Our reply 
is, let those who co~ltend for the reasonableness of 
human motives develop, if they can, any theory of 
human conduct in w l ~ i c l ~  reasonable self-interest shall 
be ~ r ~ a n ' s  gaide. We do not contend for any such 
tlieory. By reasoning we may explain and trace the 
dereloplnerit of liilmannature, but we caliriot change 
it by any sucli process. I t  is demonstrably unreason- 
able for the individ~ial mall, guided by self-interest, 
to share the dangers and privation3 of his brother- 
man ; artd yet, in comrnon ~ v i t h  many lo~re r  animals: 
lie has an inherited quality \vhicll lllaltes it a pleas- 
ure to l i i~n  to do so. I t  is nnreasonable for the 
motlicr to protect her offs!rring, and yet it is the natu- 
ral and illlierited quality of ~ilothers to derive pleasure 
frorn doing so. It is uureasoriable for the lialf-
starved poor to aid their wholly-starving brethren; 
and yet such compassion is natural and pleasurable 
to  those who slio~v it: and is the constant rule of life. 
Unreasonable thougll these things are, from the point 
of view of individual self-interest, yet they are done 
becany to do them is pleasurable, to leave theni un-
done a pain. Tile race has, as it were, in these re-
spects, befooled tlie individual, and, in the course of 
evolntion, has planted in liim, in its own interests, 
an irrational capacity for talririg pleasure in doing 
that mhicll 110 reasonilrg in regard to self-interest 
could justify. 11s with these lower and more ~videly 
distributed inslillcts, shared by man ~\, i th SOIUC lower 
social animals, so is it with this higher and Inore pe- 
culiar instinct, -tlic tendency to pursue new lrnowl- 
edge. Whether reaionable or not, it has, by the laws 
of heredity aud selection, become part of as,  and es- 
ists. I ts  operation is beneficial to tlie race. Its grati- 
fication is a source of lteerl pleasrlre to the individual, 
-an  encl in itself. TYe nlay safely count upon i t  as a 
factor in human nature. I t  is in our power to culti- 
vate and develop it, or, on the otlicr Iiand, to starve 
and distort it for a while, tliough to do so is to ~vaste 
time in opposing the irresistible. 

11s day by day the old-fashioned stimulus 'to tile 
higher life loses tlie dread coritrol wliich it once exer- 
cised over tile thoughts of Inen, tlie pursuit of ~vealtli, 
and the indulge~ice in fruitless gratificatioiis of sense, 
become to an  increasing n~unbe r  tile cliief concerns 
of their xnental life. Sucli occupations fail to satisfy 

the deep desires of humanity: they become weari- 
some and meaningless, so that me hear inen question- 
ing whether life be wort11 living. When the dreams 
arid aspirations of the youtliful world have lost their 
old significance, and their strong power to raise men's 
lives, it will be well for that community wllich has 
organized in time a following of and a reverence for 
an  ideal good, which may serve to lift the national 
mind above the level of sensuality, and to insure a 
belief in the hopefulness and worth of life. The  
faith in science can fill this place. The progress of 
science is an  ideal good, sufficient to exert this great 
inflaerice. 

I t  is for this reason, Inore than any otlier (as it 
seems to those who hold this faith). tha t  the progress 
and diffusion of scientific research, its encourage-
illellt and reverential nurture, should be a chief busi- 
ness of the conlmlmity, whether collectively or indi- 
vidually, a t  the present day. 

NOTES 9 N D  ATEW S .  
I'URRUANTto , the  invitation already noted in 

SCIKNCE,a nniriber of gentlemen met in the library of 
the American museum of natural history in New-Tork 
City, on the 26tll to 28th of September, and founded 
the Arnerican ornithologists' union. The member- 
ship consists of active, foreign, corresponding, and 
associate members. Tlle active rnemhersl~ip is lim- 
ited to fifty residents of the United Stat,es and Can- 
ada; the foreign, to twenty-five' non-residents of the 
United States and Canada; tlie correslronding, to one 
llundred residents of any country; the associate being 
composed of a.lly nunlber of residents of the United 
States and Canada. The officers of the ~u i ion  for the 
current year are, Mr. J. A. Allen, president; Dr. El- 
liott Colies aucl 311.. Robert Ridgway, vice-presidents; 
Dr. C. Hart  Nerriam, secretary and treasurer; IIessrs. 
S. I". Gaircl, George N. La\rrence, H, n'. Ilenshan~, 
and Montagu Chamberlain, councillors, -these l i i~ie 
officers constituting tlie council of the luiion. I)r. 
C o u e ~prcsiderl oyer tlle convention, and continued in 
the chair in the absence of the president. Mr. Allen 
and Professor Baird, ~ v h o  were lulable to be present, 
were aclded to tlie list of fo~undcrs. After tlie dis- 
cussion and a d o p t i o ~ ~  of a constitution, submitted by 
the conin~iitee of organization, and the election of 
oflicers, a large iiuiuher of inenlbers were elected, 
raising tlle active and foreign membership nearly to 
the limit. The work of the union for the present 
year was laid out by the formation of committees, 
appointet-l by the chair, on the subjects of classifica- 
t ion and nomenclature, of tlie distribution and niigra- 
tion of birds, of al-ian anatomy, of oijlopy, and on 
the question of the eligibility or ineligibility of the 
European sparrow in America. The firsl-named com- 
mittee? besides revising tlie current lists of North-
Anierican birds, is espectecl to collsider the snbject 
of zoological nomeiiclature at large; and its labors 
may resnlt in the forination of a code of no~nenc la t~ue  
applicable to otlier dc l?ar tme~~ts  zoijlogy, as wellof 
as to ornithology. I t  consists of JIessrs. LZidg\vay, 
Allen, 13rewstor. ITenslia~v, aiid Cones. 



-Mr. Charles F. Parker, the curator in charge of 
the Bcademy of natural sciences of Philadelphia, 
died Sept. 7, after an illness of several months. Mr. 
Parker became a member of the academy in 1865, 
and was elected a curator in 1873. Shortly after- 
ward he was appointed by the council curator in 
charge,- a position which he filled with singular effi- 
ciency until last March, when he was compelled to 
avail himself of leave of absence, granted by the 
council in  the hope that he would soon be able to 
return. Mr. Parker had paid special attention to the 
hotany of New Jersey; and, both in the completeness 
of his herbarirun and the accuracy of his Bnowledge 
of it, he had few. if any, eqnal4. Even before his 
connection with the academy, he was well known 
to the leading botanists of America, and his collec- 
tion was frequently referred to by specialists for 
illnstrative material. The many.studer~ts who have 
visited the academy during his term of offlce will 
remember the alacrity with which he rendered them 
assistance in their investigations. Although he may 
be succeeded by one having a more general knowl- 
edge of natural history in its several departments, 
or a more profound knowledge of a specialty, the 
academy will probably not be able to secure the ser- 
vices of any one person able and willing to perform 
the same work so ecorlomically and efficiently. 

-We copy from the daily press the following tele- 
gram from Lieut. Ray, commanding the Point-Barrow 
expedition, concerning whose safety there were rea- 
sonable gronnds for anxiety: - 

"San Francisco, Oct. 7, 1883. -I report my safe 
arrival here to-day with party. Also brought down 
Lieut. Schwatka and party from St. 'Xichaels. 
All work accomplished as ordered by chief signal- 
officer. Pendulum observation not made. Leo 
reached Ooglaamie Aug. 22; was driven away by ice 
the same night; returned on the 24th; again driven 
away and damaged on the 25th; returned on the 27th, 
when party and stores were embarked; sailed on the 
29t11, vessel leaking badly; put into Unalaska, where 
she was beached and repaired." 

-A large and exceptionally fine collection of fossil 
plants from the Fort-Union group (Laramie) is now 
on its way to Washington, collected in the valley of 
the Yellowstone River, within thirty miles of Glen- 
dive, Montana, by Mr. Lester F. Ward, assisted by 
Mr. Richard Foster. Mention has already been made 
(SCIENCE, i. 559) of a small but interesting coliection 
from this locality, which was partially elaborated last 
spring. The same stations were revisited and thor- 
oughly worked. The expedition was very successful, 
and the collection is one of the largest and best ever 
made in the country. Fifty-seven boxes of fossils, 
aggregating nearly four tons in gross weight, were 
obtained. The material was carefully assorted, and 
scarcely any but cabinet specimens were taken. In  
the rery large number of genera and species repre- 
sented, there can scarcely fail to be some new to 
science. The localities examined embrace several dis- 
tinct horizons within the group, each possessing a 
special facies. Nearly all the old forms described by 
Dr. Newberry appear in abmidance, -Populus, Pla- 
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tanus, Viburnum, Rhamnites, Tilia, etc., - but varied 
by additional species; while such new genera as Tra- 
pa, Rhamnus, Ilex, Eleodendron, Asarntn, Ficus, etc., 
are present, often in great profnsion, and beautifully 
preserved. Special pains were taken to secure as large 
and con~plete a representation as possible of those 
forms whose affinities are less obvious or wholly nn- 
known. Mr. \ITard intends to commence work on this 
collection as soon as it arrives. 

-The 13th of August, 1883, was the hundredth 
anniversary of the successful attempt of the brothers 
Montgolfier to cause their hot-air balloon to rise. 
On that day a monument commemorative of the 

event .was unveiled at  Annonay, where the Montgol- 
fiers lived and worked. Joseph, the older, is repre- 
seuted aq holding the balloon, while l ~ i s  younger 
brother, gtienne, fills it with heated air by means of a 
lighted torch. For the three days the streets of An- 
nonay were filled with the crowds gathered to llollor 
the memoiy of the great inventors. In  the addressej 
stress was laid upon the aids which the use of the 
balloon may be to the sciences, especially nieteorol- 
ogy, and in military operations. Joseph DTo~~tgolfier 
yas  born at Vidalon-les-Annoaay, Aug. 26, 1740, and 
Etienne at the same place, the 7th of January, 1745. 
The younger brother died Bug. 2, 1799, at Serrihre; 
and Joseph, after a stroke of paralysis in 1809, died 
at Balaruc-les-Bains on the 26th of June, 1810. 

-A llotable event of t l ~ e  present season's field- 
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work Ilas been tile descsrit of the 3Iissott1.i River in a 
' 3lackin:~w' ( a  sort of flat, bunt) from Fort  13c1ilori to 
Bismarck by a party of geologists, consisl.ing of Dr. 
C. A. \Vi~itc, SIr. J. G. SS;~rcou, and Xr. Lesl.er F. 
Ward, wit11 one assistant, for the express purpose 
of geological and 1~alcontological study. 

The  di.;taiice, accortlillg tcj steanibozl scliedrrle, is 
1,0319miles; and thirtj- ~lnys (hng.  22 to Sept. 90) Tvere 
co~lsulned in tilo journey. A large part of the territory 
passed t,l~rongh is occt~pietl hy Inclian reservations; 
ant1 tllerc is no white l?o~~ula t ion  betn'een Rel~lon nricl 
Poi?lar Creel< A~.e~-icp, t,lie lirst l?ost,-ofEcc, -a ilist;~~icc .. . 

of 507 nlilee. 'Pile river is x1 .y  low a t  this season of 
the year; an6 the enrre i~t  \vas correspondingip slug- 
gish, thongil stiil 1lui6e rapid enougil in some places. 
Progress was farther iinpecled by shoals, bass, and 
heat1 winds; anil consiclernble time was, of course, 
occul~irxtl in climbing arlil exanlining tho :~cljacent 
hlnffd n t~d  mountains. 

Tlie geology of this region, as all I~now, is rery 
irlteresti~ig; and the trip is believed to Il;tvc lhron-11 
mriel~light upon sowe of its leading prvble~iis. Tlie 
results of the esljeditiol~ .sill, of course, be ntiicin!tv 
llinde itnown in clue tirrle by the sever;tl parties pur- 
ticipating, ~ 1 1 o  hare  hroi~glit, v i t b  thein arilplc data, 
both iri the forrn of note3 ancl specimens. 
-1\11,.G. IZrown Goodo arrived in Washington on 

the Pd inst. fro111 Londo~i. 
--Iicpresentntives of nearl5- all the bra~lchcs of tIie 

~rest,ern srirveFs llave retnrlied to  T'xshi~igion. Dr. 
C. A. \J7hite reports linririg explored a, gveat niunlber 
of mi!es of the upper Siissouri in :t ro!?--ho:r.t, being 
engaged in eonfirining hisextencling ~ ~ l t l  previous 
observ:ltions of the fonl~:~tioas.  

-'Dire winter session of the Philosopl~icill society 
of \J7aslii~~gton A considera-opens 011th~! 18th inst. 
ble llunllter of conlnlunicslioils different,on ~vi~-lclg 
topics nrc in reaiiil~ess. Giologic:%I pnpers :].re not 
nntut.roua. The Dinlogical sociel,y ~ ~ i i i  probably he- 
gin iis session oli the  19th inst. It is possible that 
ncgo1i:rtions for the f'orl~iatiotl of a Wasliinglo~l acatl- 
eniy of st*iences will be operleil for a secolltl tittle this 
T~rintey, Iir~t with ~~-1l :~t  arlereas i t  is i~npossible :11 
~)reseiltto say. I t  seerrls t,o he geiicmliy colrsiclered 
that. an acadcniy 11.ou1d be desirable. hut  there is liitlc 
a-reemcnt relai , i~cto  S h c  proper 1i;zsis of 1111ic1i Ile- 
tween tiic csisting societies. 

-Prof. I<. A. Zitlei of 3S~nlicit is viriting this 
couiitry, and -rill prol)ni)ly be in \Yasllingtoi~ cli~rly iit 
this mor~th. 

- A t  tlie first a n t u ~ n n  ~neeting of the 13osii-IIL so-
ciety of 11atnrn.1 Ilistory? Oci. :3, 3Ir. F. \J7. 1'~ttn;trn 
gave all acconnt of tlic great serpent,-niouiid ill Ailanis 
curmty, O., nrirl of some other iineienr, ~ o f l i sin Wis- 
consin aiid Ohio cvalninctl cluri~lg the pas: aai!i-
1IlCr. 
-Tilt: hl)pnlncllia,n moniltain-club comnnencr.cl its 

Doston riiretinqs on tlic 10t,lr, wlierl pal)ors wcrc road 
on tile 1;oute Salvan, by Selfill EIoa-ell; on a trip 
oycr Osct~ola, the 'rniil Jiouiltni11 ratlqr, ant1 Gar- 
fielcl, b~ W.L. I10opi:r: and on nn exp?!orntion of the 
Trareller 3fo~mtain.an($ tlio ;~enclwaters of S1:tttagn-
mon River, by G. IT. Witlirrle. 
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