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lorcls. I t  mas only a step, incleccl, from tliis 
conclition of things to  tlie mnnorial s j  stern. 
This  s tep was taken i~nrnei l ia tcl ,~after the 
l)ermanent set t le~nent  of' the Germans within 
the limits of the Kolna~l  empire. T h e  land 
systenl of the later empile was very milch like 
a ~nanorial  system. S o  it  haijpeuetl, that,  
wliile tile Geirnans were approacliing this sys- 
tem on the one hand, the l ioinal~s were ap-
l~roaching i t  on the other. They reaclied it 
t o ~ e t h e r .  

h i s  is the briefest possible rksumb of Mr.  
Seebolim's estrc~l iely interesting and valuable 
1)ook. Tlie argument is well arranged and 
cry convincing. I t  is, perhaps, a little too 

lliucli encunlberccl by details ; hut we sltorild 
he sorry iiot to  have tliese details, aiicl the 
I~ool; is yrrite readr~ble in spite of tlie~li. The  
a c c o ~ ~ i ~ t  system is  tlie of the r ~ ~ a ~ i o r ~ a l  most 
coml~lcte that  we hare.  T h e  booli is  a mine 
of infbilnatioii ~11011 the subject. Tt \\ill he 
found indisueiisable t o  stucleiits. I t  is  very 
n ~ l l  printe?, ancl illustrated by plates and 
maps. I t  TVonltl he worth Ilavillg fbr these 
alone. I n  conclusion, we innst heartily Coil- 
gratnlatc the writer ul)on the colnpletioll of' so 
escellelit and usef'~11a work. 

En!llanci o r i~ i f i t o io~ j~ j .Hr~ised alld edited fronl the 
ll~a~iuscriptof \Vinfl.icl A. Stearl~s, by I)?. 
14:lliott Coues. Boston, Lee & Sltepnrd, 1Sb;l, 
1888. 324+409 11. Illustr. So. 

UXI)I.:R tliis title Mr. lirinfritl A. S teams  
and Tlr. Elliott Cones have jrtst prodr~ced a n  
cscellent ant1 mnch-needed morli. 1'reTious 
to  its al)l,caraticc n e  have l ~ n d  no complcte or 
stltisfhctory esposition of tile stibject, despite 
sevelal attempts on the  ],art of inesperiei~ced 
or otl~ermise incompetent authors t o  cover tltc 
i i i t e rcs t i~~gfield : l le~icc the present book is  
cloubly ~velcome. 

I t  has  appeared in tn-o ~ o l u m e s ,  o r  parts. 
P a r t  i., issued two p a r s  ago, begins n i t h  
Turdiilae, or thrashes, aricl carries t11c sul~ject  
through Oscincs, ending with the fanlilj. 
Car\ idae. I n  atlditioii to  the '170 pages occu- 
l~iecl 1)y i t s  niain portion, there is  ail ' Intro-
dnction ' of fifty pages, n~llich includes ubeful 
chapters on the classifiez~tioi~ and structure of 
l ~ i r t l s ;  tile ' 1'icl)alation of speciinens for 
study ; ' the ' Snbjcct of f :~~inal  arcas ; ' :~nd 
tile . Literature ot' Ken-Engla~i t l  or~iithologg.' 
I i i c l i ~ ~ l i ~ i gtilow dc\otccl t o  i ts  bl)ecial index 

STEARNS A N D  COIJES' NEli7-EhTGLBND if, tile life.llistory of earEl species. ~ l ~ cIllall of tile 
BIRD-LIFE. worlr i~rclutles brief descriutio~~s of tlie birds tllern- 

selvcs, ennbii~~g htr rnay one to it~ehtify ally sprci~~~erl  
hTerr)-Bnglnltd bil.d-l(fe; beill:/ n 7710nu~l q f  l ~ T ~ ~ u - a11dhave in 11anit; t,11t: I O C K ~tlihtribution, rr~i,vl.atio~r, 

as  well as  t o  the  introduction, part i. contxins 
324 pages, 

P a r t  ii. was published early in the  present 
jear .  I t  has in  all 409 pages, of wliich tell 
are occupied by a n  editor's preface,' and  
eight by tlie incles ; the rcmainiug 397 pages 
tlcalillg the general snbjoct fioin Tyralini(lae 
tliro~igli tlie s ~ ~ c c e s s i v e  fanlilies to  Aleitlae, last 
and lowest irr tlie scale of Sew-England 1)irtl- 
l i e .  Both volnules are  r i ~ t h e r  copiously illus- 
trated mith fairly good \~rooclcuts; soiiie ot' 
whicli are full-length tigures, others represen-
tations of the heatls, feet, wings, etc., of birds, 
designed t o  show ttcchnical or clistiaguishing 
characters. Most of these cnts have doile 
sitiiilar duty before, brlt on this acconi~t  tile). 
are  11oi1e tlle less u s e f ~ ~ l  ill tlie preseiit connec- 
tion. 

Tile plan of the hoolir is  so  clearly and 
tersely outlinecl in tlie pref8,ce to  ])art i . ,  tliat 
we cannot d o  better tliail give i t  ill the editor's 
om11 words :-

"It  is the object of the present \rolnme to go care- 
fll l ly over tile \vllole groll,,d, alltl  to presellt, i n  en,,-
cise and converrie~lt f<,rlrr, a11 epiton~e of the bird-life 
of New IEl~#lanci. The claims of each species to be 
cor~sitlel.eda nxember of tlie New-England fauna are 
cri~ieally es;t~~iinrd, nr~d not one is atlrriittetl r ~ p u ~ i
irrsufficie~it evicle~~ce of its occurl,ellce witlli~i this 
area; the debigil b r i ~ ~ g  to give a t,lioronql~ly reliable 
liht of the bi~tis, with a.n accotuit of the leadil~g facts 

~.el:ztive ab~u~~,lanee of evel,y specips; tokether wit11 
as 11111cll gr~iel.:~l ~~cs l~ec t i~ igilrfo~.~natioll tlreir 11abits 
:ts call conve~rieritlp Be b r ~ ~ t ~ q l ~ twill~in t,lie co~l~puss 
of a llancl-book of New-E~igla~~dor~iitliology." 

'l'liis plan is  consistently and faithfnlly car- 
ried out.  The  tlesoiiptiuns of the birds, t o  
be sure, are  a little meagre and unsatisfitctory 
a t  tiincs ; hut  i t  must be renicmbered that  they 
w e  inteiiclecl priinarily for a class of amaten~,s  
who a rc  not fitted, eitlwr by csljerience or ill-
cliuation, t o  \~ra,cle tlirough Inore exact ,  tech- 
nical diagnoses. 

T h e  biograpliical matter is  ~vri t tcn in the 
cilitor's ~\~el l -known and eminently ohnracter- 
istic style, --a style iiot ~vllolly free from 
f:tults perllaps, b u t ,  ill the  main, so  finished 
and l>ict~ire6(1nc that  it is  snre t o  attract and 
iuterest every lover of birds. I n  tlle preseat 
instance, the only fanlt IT-e liavc t o  find with 
these l~iograpliies is  that  they are  often too 
brief and general, - in  short,  that  there is  
too much condc~~snt ion .  I'lspecially is  this the 
ease anlong water-hi~t ls ,  ~vIic,rc the account of 
1l:hits. distribution, etc.,  is  Ercquently crowcled 
into a fen  lines. Doubtless this was necessary 
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t o  keep the work within i ts  assigned limits, 
but  i t  is ilone the less a disappointment. 

One of tlie most valuable featores of the 
book -to  the scientific ornithologist, a t  least 
-is the bringing together of previous records 
pertaining t o  the rarer birds. I n  almost a11 
cases these h a r e  heen eshaustivelv collated. 
a work chiefly, if i ~ o t  mholly, performed by 
Mr.  Purclie, whose well-k11omr1 fitness for the 
task is a practical guaranty of i ts  thorough 
accomplishment. 

The  weakest spot in the structure i s  that  
of tile editor's rulings on qrlestions aff'ecting 
the  comparative abundance and seasonal clis- 
tribution of tlie less-knol~n birds. I n  marly 
-far too many- cases, his conclusions are  
more or  less unwarranted 01. premature ; in  
not a few, they are l~osi t i rely alld demonstrably 
erroneous. Thir was t o  he expected, hol17- 
ever, in  riew of tlie fact that  ~lei ther  eclitor 
nor anthor is k r~ol rn  to have harl an extea-
sive expe~ience  in Kew-England fields o r  
n oodlantls ; anel, considering snch limitations, 
i t  is chiefly remarliable that  they h a r e  dolie 
so  ael l .  

But ,  despite its shortcon~ings. 'Kew-England 
bird-life,' a s  a whole, may be l~onestlg- c l~arac-  
teiized a s  a 1~01li of leal  merit and unques- 
tioned utility. I t s  fhults a le  seldom xital, i ts  
escellei~ces m a n j  and o b ~ i o u s .  Although a 
nlanual, la ther  than a generalc o i n l ~ ~ ~ e l i e i ~ s i ~ e  
treatise, i t  cannot fail to  take a hip11 a i d  
pellnanent place among the literature of' Xorth- 
American or~~itL~ology.  student of Kew- T o  t l ~ e  
England biids, it is  sure to  proTTe a valuable 
hancl-booli, ailequate for the deteiminntion of 
most l?rolr~lems I\ hiell the limited ficld is likely 
t o  fiunish. T l ~ e l eis  still room, of course, for 
the Inore e s l e n s i ~ e  structures ~ l l i c h  sonle 

future b~i lclers  ~11ill doubtless rear  on this suh- 
s ta i~ t ia lcorner-stone. 

Before collcluding, we fincl i t  necessary t o  
revert to  a rather delicate sahject, - that  of 
the osteilsible artthorship of tlie booli. I n  the  
preface t o  part  i., tlle eclitor touches on this, a s  
follows :-

"Mr. Steams unclertoolr this worlr several years 
ago, at  the writer's snggestion, that  such a treatise 
was nluch to be desiretl, nntl could not fail to  su1)serve 
a useful p~~rpose .  Having been diligently revised 
from time to time, in the light of our steadily increa3- 
i ~ l g  linomledge, Mr. Stearns's manuscripts hare  bepn 
snbniitted to the editor's final corrections. 111 revis- 
illy, and to sonre extent rewriting. thern for puhlica- 
tion, tlle editor has been influenced by the autl~or 's  
rrqrlest .that lie would alter and amend at his own 
discretion." 

Perhaps we are bound t o  ~ c c e p t  this es -
planation literally ; but the reader f:lmiliar with 
Dr.  Coues's c l~a~~ncte r i s t i cs t ~ l e  and nlctl~ocls 
%ill fi~lcl fen. traces of X r .  S t e ~ r n s ' s  ~llegc~cl 
participation. Clearly . the  r e j s i n g  ' mas 
very t h o ~ o ~ r g h l gdone. TTTe might g o  even 
farther, and venture the  sramise that  Dr. 
Coues not only edited, but  wrote, the entire 
boolr. But  is tliis a matter with ~vliich v e  
11ave any business to  meddle? I'rol)akjly not 
so  far as  Dr. Cones's interests are a t  stake. 
Tf Ire chooses to  d o  all the n o r k ,  and take 
less tllan half the credit, i t  is 11is o n n  affair. 
Keverthelcss, i t  certainly i s  orrr right to  cilill- 
lenge a re1,utation u n f a i ~  15 17 on, ancl rlntil filr- 
tlier pioofs are forthcoming n e  shall refuse t o  
believe that  Mr.  Stearns's agencx ill N e a -
Englancl bird-life ' hns been innell more than 
nominal. I'erhaps the inside llistory of tlie 
book will nexer be macle public, but intelli-
gent ornitlrologists are liliely t o  see througll a 
i ~ ~ i l l s t o n ewith a hole in  tlle middle. 

AMERICALY AXS' 0CIATION FOB iFHE A D VANCEiYEiVT OF sCIEX'C'E:~ 

P R O C E E D I N G S  O F  S E C T I O N  11. -ANTHROPOLOGY,  

ADDRESS OF 0 TJS T. SON O F  my,yf f - gical, in  orrler to for111 sonle estimate of their 1alue 
JI\.'c;TO~T,D c., ~ I ~ ] J - P $ : E S ~ D E ~ ' T  accord~ng to the Incasures com~rionly applied to v a ~ i -OF 
TliE SECir'lON, AUG'. 15, 1883. 

AND Vk'l~UE OF ANTHKoPO-
LOGICAL STUDIES. 

E v ~ n uthing that comes before tile I i l~man mind 
has l o  pass throl~gh a procc.ss of ~rreighii~gaiirl mcas- 
~ t r i r ~ g ,and rec:c?ivcs ;t va l~~a t ionaccordill# to t?,e 
tlriiilier's stantl:ti.tls of rncrit. 111 tliis criticnl spirit 
let us pass in review. those staclies called anthropolc- 

ous departments of leanling. 
Anthropolory is the applicatioii of the ins l~amen-  

tnlrl~es nntl rnetlrotis of r l a t ~ ~ r a l  history to the iildac- 
ti^ c study of man. 1 '11~aritl~ropolopisl.ill tills sense, 

is not a dilettante pllilosopher, a110 illquires into old . 
thiilqs because thev are old, or iiito cariol~s t l~ings -
~ r l ~ i l ethey are curious, onlittirig a11 the great n ~ o \ ~ c -  
~ n e ~ i t s  neetls society, arrd overloatli~ig tlre and of 
baggage-train of progress wit11 tr~mipery yiclicd 1111 
along the inarch. The practical spirit of our age tle- 
rnantls that we aslr hat truth, or good, or beauty 


