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plan by planes of successively steeper inclina- 
tion. 

Tlie plates wllich accompany the book a l e  
a s  thoughtfully a ~ l d  ingenio~~s ly  composeel a s  
the text.  W e  comrne~ld the wl~ole treatise a s  
the n ~ o s t  comylete, so far a s  me lil~on-, ant1 the 
most interestiiig and i n s t r n c t i ~ e  for practical 
use, that  has been puhlishecl in this coa~ltry.  

SEEBOIIM'S  V I L L A G E  C O A ~ L ~ L ~ U I V I T I :  

T h e  Englis72 uillage commul~ity, ezanzined in its reln-
lions to the manorial and trzbal systems, and to llle 
eonlmon or open $field system o f  Auvbandry: a n  
essay in econon~ic hi5tory. By F l ~ ~ ~ e l t ~ cSce-
BOHM. London, Longmans, Green, $ Co., 1883. 
464 p., 13 maps and plates. So. 

IT is  1 1 0 ~nlany years since G.  L. roi l  
Illalirer wrote his Introduction t o  the history 
of rnarlis and manors. bince tEle11 the s~ll?jcct 
has  attracted many stndents. and has beell niuch 
looked into ancl tallcecl about. ;\ILIII~11001is 
hnl-e )>eel1 mlitten ~rpoii i t  ; those of Snsse,  
de  Lareleye, :lncl Maine being the bcst li~lomn 
to American readers. T h e  impression con-
veyed by  these n-ritings is. tliat the mark 
or  I illage community, though allnos t always 
fo~incl upon a manor, runder rnanorial ol~erlord- 
ship, was in  i ts  origin inclependent. Ma~lorial  
overlordship arose, mc are  tolcl, in  later timcs. 
T h e  village comniunity mas clrarrn under i t ,  
and became s~ibject  t o  it. It has I>een the 
work of modern timcs t o  restore it  t o  its 
ancient ~adepcndencc.  This  is the theory of 
r o n  IIaorcr  and his folloners, nhich me have 
gathered from their books. Objections t o  this 
theory are  from time t o  time raised. I t  is  
urged tha t  the village comm~ini t j  is  uinally 
found ~inclcr manorial landlo~clship ; that  ~t is, 
therefore, an opcn question n l ~ e t h e r  the village 
community, or the lancllordsliip 01-er it ,  is the 
earlier institution. I n  Mr.  Scchohin's booli, 
m~hich nomr lies before us ,  i t  is lnailitained that  
landlordship is nlore ancient tlia11 the village 
commuaity, that  the  illage coniinunity arose 
under lantllordship, as  a communitj of slnx cs 
or serfs, tha t  it has  been slowly emancipatccl 
Sroln slavcrj and from serfdom 111 thc course 
of centuries. Our econon~ic llistory, Re are 
tolcl, begins with the  serfclorn of tllc masses 1111-

der manorial landlordship. Looking throrigh 
the r c c o ~ d s ,  back to llic earliest perioil, we find 
no free village cornrntinities, oillj lrlnnors with 
village commnilities in  villenage upon them. 
The  argument u l~on  this point is nlnlost con-
clusive. Tlle esisteiicc of a mtr~lorinl system 
during the Saxon period of our historj is  
estnl>lished b e  oncl cloubt. 

But  there mere parts of Britain which were 
not manorial, rrhere village communities ( the 
village community being consirleretl a par t  of 
the manor) (lid not exist. What  was there iii the 
parts of Britain where there were no manors? 
By the side of the ~nanoi ia l  system was a tribal 
s j  stern more ancient, perhaps, than the mano- 
~ i a lsystem. The11 follows an account of the 
tribal y s t e ~ n  of the Welsh and Irish, which is 
extremely interesting. I t  is  not clear a t  first, 
why, in a work 1ipon E~lg l i sh  economic history, 
so much space sllould be given t o  the institu- 
tions of the TTTelsh and Iri311 ; but rre f i i i ~ lout 
directly: i t  is  that  we may the more clearly 
understand tlie statements of Caesar ancl Taci- 
tus  legartling the Germans. I t  is well known 
tliat the statements of Caesar and Tacitus are  
I e r j  vague ; that  they become i~itelligible only 
in  the light of extraneons eviclence. TTTe 
olirselres should not h a r e  presumed to clram 
tliis evidence fiom the  TVelsll l a m .  nor from 
the Erehon tracts. I t  has  always seemed to us 
best t o  keep the recortls of different peoples 
quite distinct. TtTe should, therefole, have 
tur~lei lfiom Caesar and Tacitus t o  the German 
folk-laws, formulne, arid docuinents. T h e  tri- 
bal systcm of the Germans is very well clc- 
s c ~ i b e d  in the German recorcls. I t  happens, 
however, that  the tr170a1 s y s t e ~ n  of the GC~IIIMIIS 
rest~mblcsr e r y  closely that  of the Wclsli and 
Irish : so, thongh me do not follow a11 tlie steps 
of X r .  Seebohm's argument, me come, a t  last, 
t o  very nearly the same conclusion. TTrhat n.c 
h a r e  in the  time of Caesar ancl Tacitns, and 
afterwards in Inany places whcr c tlic manorial 
s j  stem has not been clevclopcd, are tribal 
households ( to  use Mr .  Seebohm's phrase), -
isolatect far~nstcacls, occupied by groups of de- 
scendants ancl hcirs ; the laricl being hcld by 
them a s  an nlldi~i(lec1 inltlcritancc for tvto o r  
three gcncrations, :tat3 then divided, several 
ho~ischolcls arising where thcre was but one 
before. Mr.  Seebollin finds a Jestigc of this 
sjstcrn in  the c ~ i s t o ~ n  of Gavelkind in Kent ,  

where rre have divisions among male hcirs, 

nit11 traces of the right of the  youngest t o  tlie 

original lion~cstcad. Almost e\ cr-w here else 

in  England the  tribal system has quite passed 

aTay.  


Already, ho7ve1-er, in thc  time of Tacitus, 
thc  nianorinl system mas germinating. Tlie 
fire tribesmen m711o l i ~ e c l  in  the tribal house- 
liolds here ancl there -ut .fo?ts zct campus ut 
ncnlus placuit - had slnves \rho cultivated 
the lnncl for them. Tliese slaves n ere dis-
tributecl by the tribesnlen in illa age coin-
mnnities, in regard t o  wliicl~ they were very 
mach in tlie position of the later ~ n a ~ l o r i a l  
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lorcls. I t  mas only a step, incleccl, from tliis 
conclition of things to  tlie mnnorial s j  stern. 
This  s tep was taken i~nrnei l ia tcl ,~after the 
l)ermanent set t le~nent  of' the Germans within 
the limits of the Kolna~l  empire. T h e  land 
systenl of the later empile was very milch like 
a ~nanorial  system. S o  it  haijpeuetl, that,  
wliile tile Geirnans were approacliing this sys- 
tem on the one hand, the l ioinal~s were ap-
l~roaching i t  on the other. They reaclied it 
t o ~ e t h e r .  

h i s  is the briefest possible rksumb of Mr.  
Seebolim's estrc~l iely interesting and valuable 
1)ook. Tlie argument is well arranged and 
cry convincing. I t  is, perhaps, a little too 

lliucli encunlberccl by details ; hut we sltorild 
he sorry iiot to  have tliese details, aiicl the 
I~ool; is yrrite readr~ble in spite of tlie~li. The  
a c c o ~ ~ i ~ t  system is  tlie of the r ~ ~ a ~ i o r ~ a l  most 
coml~lcte that  we hare.  T h e  booli is  a mine 
of infbilnatioii ~11011 the subject. Tt \\ill he 
found indisueiisable t o  stucleiits. I t  is  very 
n ~ l l  printe?, ancl illustrated by plates and 
maps. I t  TVonltl he worth Ilavillg fbr these 
alone. I n  conclusion, we innst heartily Coil- 
gratnlatc the writer ul)on the colnpletioll of' so 
escellelit and usef'~11a work. 

En!llanci o r i~ i f i t o io~ j~ j .Hr~ised alld edited fronl the 
ll~a~iuscriptof \Vinfl.icl A. Stearl~s, by I)?. 
14:lliott Coues. Boston, Lee & Sltepnrd, 1Sb;l, 
1888. 324+409 11. Illustr. So. 

UXI)I.:R tliis title Mr. lirinfritl A. S teams  
and Tlr. Elliott Cones have jrtst prodr~ced a n  
cscellent ant1 mnch-needed morli. 1'reTious 
to  its al)l,caraticc n e  have l ~ n d  no complcte or 
stltisfhctory esposition of tile stibject, despite 
sevelal attempts on tlie ],art of inesperiei~ced 
or otl~ermise incompetent authors t o  cover tltc 
i i i t e rcs t i~~gfield : l le~icc the present book is  
cloubly ~velcome. 

I t  has  appeared in tn-o ~ o l u m e s ,  o r  parts. 
P a r t  i., issued two p a r s  ago, begins n i t h  
Turdiilae, or thrashes, aricl carries t11c sul~ject  
through Oscincs, ending with the fanlilj. 
Car\ idae. I n  atlditioii to  the '170 pages occu- 
l~iecl 1)y i t s  niain portion, there is  ail ' Intro-
dnction ' of fifty pages, n~llich includes ubeful 
chapters on the classifiez~tioi~ and structure of 
l ~ i r t l s ;  tile ' 1'icl)alation of speciinens for 
study ; ' the ' Snbjcct of f :~~inal  arcas ; ' :~nd 
tile . Literature ot' Ken-Engla~i t l  or~iithologg.' 
I i i c l i ~ ~ l i ~ i gtilow dc\otccl t o  i ts  bl)ecial index 

STEARNS AlVD COIJES' NEli7-EhTGLBND if, tile life.llistory of earEl species. ~ l ~ cIllall of tile 
BIRD-LIFE. worlr i~rclutles brief descriutio~~s of tlie birds tllern- 

selvcs, ennbii~~g htr rnay one to it~ehtify ally sprci~~~erl  
hTerr)-Bnglnltd bil.d-l(fe; beill:/ n 7710nu~l q f  l ~ T ~ ~ u - a11dhave in 11anit; t,11t: I O C K ~tlihtribution, rr~i,vl.atio~r, 

as  well as  t o  the  introduction, part i. contxins 
324 pages, 

P a r t  ii. was published early in the  present 
jear .  I t  has in  all 409 pages, of wliich tell 
are occupied by a n  editor's preface,' and  
eight by tlie incles ; the rcmainiug 397 pages 
tlcalillg the general snbjoct fiom Tyralini(lae 
tliro~igli tlie s ~ ~ c c e s s i v e  fanlilies to  Aleitlae, last 
and lowest irr tlie scale of Sew-England 1)irtl- 
l i e .  Both volnules are  r i ~ t h e r  copiously illus- 
trated mith fairly good \~rooclcuts; soiiie ot' 
whicli are full-length tigures, others represen-
tations of the heatls, feet, wings, etc., of birds, 
designed t o  show ttcchnical or clistiaguishing 
characters. Most of these cnts have doile 
sitiiilar duty before, brlt on this acconi~t  tile). 
are  11oi1e the less u s e f ~ ~ l  ill tlie preseiit connec- 
tion. 

Tile plan of the hoolir is  so  clearly and 
tersely outlinecl in tlie pref8,ce to  ])art i . ,  tliat 
we cannot d o  better tliail give i t  ill the editor's 
om11 words :-

"It  is the object of the present \rolnme to go care- 
fll l ly over tile \vllole groll,,d, alltl  to presellt, i n  en,,-
cise and converrie~lt f<,rlrr, a11 epiton~e of the bird-life 
of New IEl~#lanci. The claims of each species to be 
cor~sitlel.eda nxember of tlie New-England fauna are 
cri~ieally es;t~~iinrd, nr~d not one is atlrriittetl r ~ p u ~ i
irrsufficie~it evicle~~ce of its occurl,ellce witlli~i this 
area; the debigil b r i ~ ~ g  to give a t,lioronql~ly reliable 
liht of the bi~tis, with a.n accotuit of the leadil~g facts 

~.el:ztive ab~u~~,lanee of evel,y specips; tokether wit11 
as 11111cll gr~iel.:~l ~~cs l~ec t i~ igilrfo~.~natioll tlreir 11abits 
:ts call conve~rieritlp Be b r ~ ~ t ~ q l ~ twill~in t,lie co~l~puss 
of a llancl-book of New-E~igla~~dor~iitliology." 

'l'liis plan is  consistently and faithfnlly car- 
ried out.  The  tlesoiiptiuns of the birds, t o  
be sure, are  a little meagre and unsatisfitctory 
a t  tiincs ; hut  i t  must be renicmbered that  they 
w e  inteiiclecl priinarily for a class of a r n a t e n ~ , ~  
who a rc  not fitted, eitlwr by csljerience or ill-
cliuation, t o  \~ra,cle tlirough Inore exact ,  tech- 
nical diagnoses. 

T h e  biograpliical matter is  ~vri t tcn in the 
cilitor's ~\~el l -known and eminently ohnracter- 
istic style, --a style iiot ~vllolly free from 
f:tults perllaps, b u t ,  ill the  main, so  finished 
and l>ict~ire6(1nc that  it is  snre t o  attract and 
iuterest every lover of birds. I n  tlle preseat 
instance, the only fanlt IT-e liavc t o  find with 
these l~iograpliies is  that  they are  often too 
brief and general, - in  short,  that  there is  
too much condc~~snt ion .  I'lspecially is  this the 
ease anlong water-hi~t ls ,  ~vIic,rc the account of 
1l:hits. distribution, etc.,  is  Ercquently crowcled 
into a fen  lines. Doubtless this was necessary 


