
SCIENCE.  


3. A waving line, which denotes nusal 
emission. 

4. A line closing the curve, which denotes 
stoppage of the breath. 

The letter thus says to the reader :-
Stop the breath by means of the lips, and 

N O ~ L ~ L ~  the nose. the voice t I ~ ~ o u y 7 ~  
I t  must be ob+ious that such directions, 

convejed without words, will be ~lniformly in- 
terpretecl by readers of any nationality who 
have simply learned the meaning of the radical 
symbols. All the Visible-speech letters are 
formed in t h ~ s  way, by synthesis of two or 
more out of a total nnrnher of nine elements. 
Such letters, conseqnently, malie up an alphx- 
bet adapted for universality, because indepencl- 
ent of explanatory language ; also because its 
symbols are p h  siological l~ictures, ant1 because 
the writing, even of uuheard foreign tongues, 
is self-explanator- to the reader's eye. 

Visible speech was first yrtblishecl sixteen 
years ago (August, 1867) ; and it has been very 
generally studied by philologists. and adopted 
in theoretical worlis as a necessary exponent 
of linguistic plionctics. I t  has also been widely 
utilized in America for the teaching of articu- 
lation to the deaf. Bnt its popular uses for 
the teaching of vernacular languages to chil- 
clren and illiterates, ancl of foreign languages 
in scliools and colleges, as well :L\tbr the litera- 
tion of hitherto nuwrittell 11idian and other 
tongues, have riot yet been correspontlingly 
cleveloped. I'eople generally clo not take the 
trouble to investigate the nature of the cliarac- 
ters, but suffer themselves to be repelled by 
fancied difficult-, -as if what is strange must 
needs be clifficult. Rut the difficulty is only 
to eyes unacquainted with the principles of the 
symbolization. When these are known, there 
is no comparison, in point of simplicity, be- 
tween Roman letters and Visible-speech letters. 
To children anrl illiterates, all letters are eqaal- 
13' strange. To one mho can already read, the 
eye is simply prejutliced in favor of established 
letters. I n  the present exposition the letters 
of Visible speech have not been made the basis 
of illustration, but only the rudimentary sym- 
ljols from which all the letters are derived. 
This mode of treatment will, i t  is liopecl, leave 
no room for prejudice to act. 

I11 this stage of the world's history we (lo 
not need to concern ourselres about a uni-
re]-sal langunqe : that mill develop itself in 
due time. But a universal meclium for the 
communication of langnn~es is a l~ractical 
necessity, which every clay renders of inore 
and higher importance. IVithout a nniversal 
alphabet there never could be a u n i ~eraal lan- 

guage ; with a universal a1phal)et the progress 
of the fittest language towarcls universality 
will he enormonsly auceleratecl. A t  present, 
English seems the most likely to achieve this 
distiiiction; but its natural fitness is antago- 
nized by its defective and irregular sjstem of 
letters. Give English the advantage of an 
alphahet simple and phonetically perfect, and, 
whereas it is now the most clitEcnlt of all 
tongues for foreigners to learn, it will become 
by far the easiest. 

In  the system of Visible speech a nniversal 
alphabet is for the first tinie attained : the 
sxstern is of English birth. Let its native 
language have the benefit of this instrument 
of diffusion, and tile morlcl-wide predominance 
of the speech of IZritain and America will be 
assured. A. A~ELVILLIC  BICLL. 

LETTERS T O  THE EDITOR. 
Variations in butterflies. 

RICTWEEStlie 201h of .Juile ancl the 10th of July,  
I obtaineel three hnnclred anti eighty Vanessa Anti- 
opa. from caterl2illars fed on snramp \~illo~x-. Twc~lty-
five of theso were varieties, and l.be balance ivere of 
the usual form. T w o  of tlie varieties wnl'e Lintne- 
ri, fl.o~n which all the I)lue liar1 disappearecl. Tlic 
third had t l ~ e  priinaries Liiitrieri, \rlrile the secoll-
t-larios liad the usual blue spots. The fourtll 11;~tl 
t l ~ eseconda~ics Lii~tncri. while! the pri~narics bore the 
blue spots. 111 the reii~xiilir~g t!vent,y-one, the whole 
upper sulfate of tlie wi~lgs had n iliottled appcmaliee, 
sl ion~ii~g Theytliat the colors had been c1isturt)etl. 
retnilied the blue spots, but tlie spots were niucli 
s~lialler than nsnal. 

The veins in the tnrei~tp-five varieties remninetl 
soft for several clays; 11ot Itcco~ni~ig firin ant1 hard, 
like the veins irl the otllcrs, al t ,ho~~gil  ill the trt:ated 
same rnalliler. 1 h a ~ e  also foui~il this eoftiless of 
the veilis ill tile varieties of Turnits, ~ v l ~ e r e  the red 
is sr~ffrised, alrtl ill tile rust,-colored speci~l~eris. 

All the Vailessa Antinpa mllicll I 1l:tve seen t,llis 
season have t l ~ e  )-ellow of a n ~ n c h  deeper shade tllan 
I 11;tre ever befol.c r~oticetl. 

Colixs Plliloilice is also rem:trlr:tble this sea.soll in 
this respect. S. LOWELLELLIOT. 

Now york City, Sd August, 1883. 

Function of the colorlesfi blood-corpuscles. 
The int,eresting abstract of Zamarykin's important 

investigations into the functioll of tlie leucocytes in 
the ab.iorl)tion of fats frorn the  i~~tes t ina lcanal 
(SCIEXCK, hyii. 192)calls to inind an  investigatio~~ 
Franz Hofmeistrr, illto the absorption and a-sinii1;~-. 
tior~ of the peptonps, wl~icll will he of interest in 
c o ~ ~ n t . c t i o ~ ~with tlie abstract n~ferred to. 


In a series of papers p~~blislreil 
in 1851,Efofmeist,erl 
corrleu to the ir1tere3ting conclusion, that "absorption 
of pepton(?s ill tlie i~~testin:rl canal ii., acctrrdit~gly, no 
sirnple n~echariical proc~ss  of d i f f~~sion or filtration, 
b11t is rather a f u ~ ~ c t i o ~ ~of particular living cells, the 
colorless blood-corpuscles; anil these play, in the tIr1-
tritiol~ of tile orga~lis~ri, n sin~ilar rAlc to that of the 
red corpr~scles in respiration." 

111 llis discussion he calls attention to the presence 
1 e i t sch t . .  1311~s.chem., r. 181. 


