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by people who did not know tlieir omn ages; but 
probably only a small part of i t  is due to that cause, 
a t  least in the more intelligent portions of the popula- 
tion. I n  so intelligent a state as Rllotle Islalid, for 
instance, we find for the years 29, 30, 31, the llurnbers 
3,965, 6,550, 3,112; which is not lnucll better than in 
the aggregate of the United States. How rnucli is 
due to guessing by relatives, servants, masters, etc , 
and especially to sriggestions arid guesses by the 
census-gatherers themselves, -who, of course, do 
not regard the exact ages as important, arid nlost 
of wliorn have probably no strong views on the 
subject of t l ~ e'personal equation,' - no one can 
tell, but probably very much more than to peo-
ple's igtiorarice of their own ages. An  exan~ii~ation 
and comparison of the original note-boolts of tlle 
various census-takers woulcl furnish materials for an 
interesting exercise, if no t l i i~~g  niore, in statistical re- 
search, and ~niglit reveal appr~>xirliately the extent to 
which the per~orial qualities of the census-takers lias 
affected tlie result ; while a comparison of tile table 
with well-established tables of mortality lnight eni~ble 
us  to estimate the force of the tendency to under- 
state age whicli moult1 doubtless be fo~uld  to exist. 
The whole thing rnalces a very pretty l,robleni, and 
serves to illustrate in a rather gross and exaggerated 
way the complexity of statistical investigations. 

-We learn from ATnture that  a meeting which 
may have an ilnportant ~.esult upon scierlce and art 
instruction in E~iglancl has been inaugurated at  
Manellester. An association has been established to 
effect the ger~eral advancement of the profe5sioil of 
science and art teacliillg by securing impro~-ernc!nts 
in the schemes of study, ancl tlie est;tbIi+hment of 
satisfactory relations between teachers and tlle Sci- 
ence and art departrnent, the city and gc~ilils of 
Lonilori institute, and other public authorities. I t  
proposes also to collect sncli information as may be 
of service to teacliers ~)rofessiorially; and it will cn-
deavor, I-)y constant watchfulness, to advar~ce the 
status and material interests of science and art 
teachers in all directions. The president of tlie new 
association is Professor Huxley, and tlle vice-presi- 
dents are Dr. R. E. Roscoe, Xr. Nornian Lockyer, Pro- 
fessor Boyd Damliins, Professor Ga~ngee, Profebsor 
Ayrton, Professor Silvanus Thon~l~son,Dr. John  
Watts, Mr. S. Leigh-Gregson, Mr. John Angell, Nr. 
W. Lockett Agrlew, Xr. 6. N. Foden, and Mr. J. H. 
Reynold.. Mr. \V. E. Cromtlier, of tlie Technical 
school and niechanic's institution, Nanchester, is 
tlie ho~lorary secretary; and all comlninlications 
sliould be addresqed to Iii~il, especinlly by those who 
are desirous of forrnirig affiliated unions in other 
districts. We believe that branches are already 
being established st Newcastle-apo11-Tj11e ancl Liver- 
pool. 
- r ,llie attorney-general of the United States has 

approved t.he title to the proposed site of the fish- 
com~nission establislir~~e~lts at  Wood's 11911, Rlass. ; 
and tlie coiltracts for the morlc on the b~ealrmater, 
pier, and basin, will, it is expected, soon be ni,lde. 

-Ring's Dictionary of Goston, after tlie mariner 

of Dickens's Dictioililry of London, 11as recently 

been p~tblisliecl. Edwin 11. Bacon is the editor. A 
short introduction is written by George E. Ellis, D.1). 
The brief notices of the libraries and scielttific asso- 
ciations of Boston are satisfsctory, and well brought 
down to date. 

-For the last two years a couple of bucl; moun-
tain sheep have been running with the flock of Mr. 
Bailey of Bull Run Ihsin,  Sevada; and tliere are now 
between twenty and thirty IialE-breed lariibs in the 
lot. Accordi~lg to the Tuscal~ora liiir~ing news, they 
are ~rrostly covercd with hair, althongh there is sonie 
wool alriongst it. They carry their lieatls liigl~, like 
the wild slirep, but are a.; easily 11e1,cletl as those of 
pare dorneatic blood. They are of no value for shear- 
ing, but are said to ~nalte eacellerit niutton. 

--The subsidence of litnil in the Cl~e$llire salt-tliq- 
tricts of Eng l~n t l  is again becolrii~ig ~.%iarnli~lg. T l ~ e  
bed of tlie river \Veaver has ~videtlecl out beloxvNortli- 
xvicll, forrnilig ;t lake of about two rr~iles square, calletl 
tlie Fin-hes. Crater-like holes suddenly fall in, form- 
ing i l r  a day or tmo tleep pontls of saltis11 water. I n  
one inst;tnce, t ~ v o  years ago, the 1,iver itself flowcd 
bacliw>artls inlo the subsidence for the space of two 
~ i i i ~ ~ a t e s ,filling up several old rocli-salt rilines ill the 
~leigllbol~liootl: from these tlie wittcr is now pumpe;l, 
and uzrd as brine. La~itl-om~rersin tho 11righborhoo11 
bronght a bill into Parlianlt?~lt druing the sessiol~ of 
1882, to obtain co~npensation for tlie damage tlorle by 
the salt-~~-o~.l is;  it was argtred subsidencebut that 
~vould occnr by natural filtration, even if the brine 
were arlworliecl, and tlie bill was tliro~vr-11 out. 

- l i l y .  Albert Alartli, '.It.A.S., has ~acceeded Dr. 
W. Doberck as astroi~omer at  Col. Cooper's obser7-a- 
tory, llarlrree, 1rel;lnd. 
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