
S C I E N C E .  


We have reason for surprise in these circumstances, 
that  it has learned so much, but for equal surprisr that 
so many persons appear to thinli i t  a complete and 
full-grown science, and that it is entitled to speak 
with confidence on all the great mysteries of tlie earth 
that  have been hidden from the generations before 
us. Such being the newness of man a r ~ d  of his sci- 
ence of the earth, it is not too much to say that  
k~nmility, hard work in collectir~g facts, and absti- 
nence from hasty generalizatiou, should characterize 
geologists, at  least for a few generations to come. 

In  conclusion, science is light, And light is good; 
but it must be carried high, else i t  will fail to en-
lighten the world. Let us strive to raise it high 
enongli to shine over every obstruction which casts 
any shadow on the true interests of humanity. 
Above all, let us hold up the light, and riot stand iu 
i t  ourselves. 

LETTERS T O  THE EDITOR. 
* r r I r I 1 a .f 1 p l T h e  

In  Britton9s Flora of Rew .Jersey, lialmia latifolia 
is called 'spoon-wood,' which name, I suppose, is 
derived fvom the rernarlrs made by ICalm, as above 
quoted. I suqqest that it is a misnomer, and that  the 
remarks on the uses of the wood made by the dis- 
tinquished Swedish naturalist refer really to the rho- 
dodendron. 

Consitlering that Kalm was so cnreful an  observer, 
was particularly interested in botany, and further, 
not only enjoped the frie~tdqhip o f  B.trtram, but fre- 
quently visited him, ill whose celebrated garden was 
a rhodode~itlron-grove, it is strange that  no mention 
is made, iu his 'Travels in North America,' of the 
larger 'laurel,' so called; yet such appears to be the 
case. 

This is an nnimportant matter perhaps, but, if I 
am right, should not go uncorrected. 

CLIABLESC. ABBOTT,N.D. 

Trick of the Engl ish  sparrow. 
A curious freak of the imported spttrrow recently 

came to my notice a t  Basin IIarbor, on Lake Cl~atn- 
plain, in Vern~ont.  

The eaves-swallows had attached their mud ' re-
torts,' as nsr~al, in line nnder the eave? of the farmer's 

c c j , i L e ~ , ' >1 / ~ 1 0 i 6 ,  QLY t t s  ],rw~,?~ ~ J ' ~ ~ ~ ~ . i , f ~ t i l h .iq ill < t i /  t ~ i  r e q # l i ~ + ' , /  harn, anticipati~~g, 
Kalmias and rhododendrons. 

JUNE16 of the present summer I chanced to be 
floating dowr~ Crossweeksung Creek in my canoe; 
and, a t  il bend in the stream, found ~r~yself  at  the 
foot of a steep blnff some seventy feet high, which 
w;ts denselv covered with a luxuriar~t growth of k;tl-
~riias ant1 rhododendrorrs in full bloom. The fornler 
were laden with magnificent clu3ters of wliit,e, waxy 
fli~wers; and the more gorgeous pink rhotlodettdrot~- 
blossoms mrre scattered throurh them. I t  was the 
most beautiful floral display I hat1 ever seen. 

Or1 my return home, I turned to the description by 
Icalm of t,he su~aller of these shrnbs, to wl~icll Lint16 
g;Lve the generic !lame it I I O W  bears in honor of its 
discoverer. Kalm writes, " conformableL i t ~ ~ ~ a e a s ,  
to the peculiar friendship and goodness wl~icli he has 
a l t v~~yshonored me with, has been pleased to call tlris 
tree Kalmia." He further says, "The spoon-tree, 
mllicl~never grows to a great height, we saw this day 
in several places. 'l'lte Swedes here have cailetl it 
thus, becawe t,lie Iritlians, wlio fortnerly lived in these 
provincei, 11setl to nl;tl;e their spoons and trowel.: of 
t,he wood of this tree. 111 my cabinet of ci~riosities 
I have a spoon 111nde of this wnotl by an  Inclian." 
Again he says. "About the month of Mav they begin 
to flower in the% parts (central New Je r se ,~ ) ,  a r ~ d  
then their beauty rivals that of most of tlie known 
trees in nature. Tlie flowers are ir~numerable, and 
sit in great b~ulches," etc. 

Kalm was v i s i t i~~g  in New Jersey when he wrote 
the above; and it may be that where 11e was at  t l ~ e  
t i ~ n e  (Swedesboro, Gloucester county), the rhotlo- 
(lendroll is not found. At all events, he nowhere 
meritions this shrub, which is here known as ' ~ I O ~ I I I -

tairi la~trel '  to distinguish it f r ,~rn  the true ki~lmia. 
111 calling tlie latter the 'spoon-tree,' has lie con-
foc~rrderl the two? Certainly his remarks on the 
character of tlie wood, arltl the use to which it was 
formerly put by the Incliitr~s, lend to that conclusio~~. 
A t  present, it mould be ditficult to find a sutiicie~~tly 
larqe growth of lralmia to enable a a  Indian to 
whittle from it a spoor) or trowel of respectable size. 
Yrom rhododendron-stock, impletncnts of co~~sirler- 
able size can be marle; and P:ofessor Kalm's deucrip- 
tion of kalrnia wood is equally applicable to it. H e  
describes it as "very hard, may be rnade very smooth, 
and does not easily crack or burst." 

110doubt, a successfal and happy 
l~ouse-keeping,notwithstandiuq a colony of feathered 
foreigners had encamped about tlie premises. 

At sight of these ' bottle-nosed ' dwellinqs, now 
arriving at  completion, it; occurretl to the little tramps 
tha t  these were exactly the thing they wanted; but, 
as the apa r tmc~~t s  were not to let, a battle ellsued, 
which resulted in the rout of Lunifrons. The spar- 
rows then took po*session of tlie mud-houses, and 
furnislied therii to their own taste. But some of the 
' masons ' inade a sr~ccessful resistance, ant1 still l~e ld  
t l ~ ecastle; so that often a swallow-family hail their 
arc11 enetny at  11ext door. 

Thus in more wags than one does the impudent 
little urchin, wliich has come to us from over tlre sea, 
merit the name of parasite. Now that the bird has 
becorne not o111v a general ~luisance, but a sore annoy- 
ance to our native and u*eful hirds, it is IIO wonder if 
the cry goes I I ~  The sparrow mustall over tlie land, ' 
be blolted out !' F.  H. HEI~ILHICK. 

Achenial hairs of Senecio. 
In a paper rear1 before the American aqsociation 

for the atlv,tncerne~~t of science a t  Xontreal, Profea- 
sor X,lclosliie referred to the acl~enial hairs of sonre of 
the Coinpositae. Tlie paper was atterward published 
i r ~  tht! A ~ n e r i c a n  natarali\t f o ~  January, 1833; and 
here we tint1 a figure showing the tubes i5sui11g from 
the hairs of Senecio. A be,iutiful experiment shom~ng 
these tube% or rather. tl1reat13, can be made with the  
achenr, of S. Douglnsii. Scrapinq a few of the hairs 
from an acl~ene, ~ n t l  placing them on a slide under 
the n~~croscope with a two-thuds objective, and apply- 
in? a drop of water to the slide, the threads are wen 
to uncoil. As soon as the water touche3 the hairs, 
the t ~ p s  seem to bitrat, and allow the tllreads to 
emerge, rL*piclly Lwistinq round a ~ i d  round in a vrry 
snalie 11ke nintlller. Tlie e x p e r i i t ~ e ~ ~ t  is a most satis- 
factory one, ant1 can br rea(1ily rnatle. These threads 
were noticed Ion: ago, 3s Lindley (Veg. king., p. 701-
703) ~pealru of Decaist~e having seen thern. Lindley 
says In regard to tlleni, "On placing one of these pa- 
pill8e in water, it i~nrriediately separates into two l~ps ,  
anrl these emit rnucilag~nous tubes, whicll isyue forth 
like wire-, spirally unroll in^ themselves, and fillally 
much exceed the papillae froni wllicli they proceed. 
Ti~ese  tubes are apparently formed by a very consid- 
erable number of threads placed one nporL the other 


