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TIIE A .CfRRTCAN ASSOCIATION A T 
MINNEAPOLIS .  

TIIE number of people who talw an interest 
in scientific discovery is very grettt. We n ~ a y  
assnme that it far exceeds estimates based on 
the support given to scientiRc perioclicals ancl 
societies. The question is not of thousands, 
blit of liundrecls of thousands. Of a report 
of Professor Tyndall's lectures on light i11 
New York, there m r e  sold over :L half-million 
copies. Thst  was ten years ago : the popular 
interest in scierice has vastly iricreasecl in the 
interl~al. This is shown by the gain of' mem- 
bership in  the American nssociation for the 
advancement of science, beiug within the last 
four !,ears as great as in tile previor~s thirty- 
one years. 

Coml)ared with wliat may be callect the 
scientific follo~ving, the number of worlicrs i11 
science is smnll. Upon that following the 
workers must clepencl for recruits, and, di-
rectly or otherwise, for support. Science niust 
lea11 on her friends : they are numerous, but 
few of them give help. T h ~ r eare largc ancl 
rich commu~iities n h r e  the local cleveloprnents 
are on a par with the Pickmiclc club. The n ~ e n  
ancl rnea~~d for goocl work are not ~vnnting, but 
the impulse is. ' Oh for tlie tonch of a van- 
ished hand,' like that of liouis Agassiz, to 
mar~ri the dormant interest into life ! 

For this purpose the Amcrican association 
is an effective agency. I t  unites in olle bod- 
the workers and those who are not profession- 
ally engaged in scientific p~~rsui ts .  I t s  man- 
age~neut should be ancl is favorable to tho cle- 
sires of both classes. I11 the social features of 
its meetings, all share alike, ancl perhaps with 
equal zest. BLI~the workers regard the meet- 
ings chiefly as the occasioi~s for hearing ailcl 
rending ' papers.' Teachers, who for111 a large 
part of the membership, seek the niost recent 
things of knolr-leclgc to add to their calx~cities 

No. 28. -1883. 

for instruction. ilinajority of tile attendants 
at  the meetings come simply with a ~vholesome 
curiosit- for the novelties of science. 

The production and delivery of ' l>apers' 
at  these ~neet i~igs  to queries.give rise some 
I s  there any nntm'nl reason for expecting 
g ~ n i ~ i sto burst into blossom in Angust rather 
than in any other month? If  a lnsn of science 
is diligently pursriii~g some line of research, 
may not the light thst never was 011 sea or 
land break npou him in ally other of the fifty- 
two wceks tllan tile OIIC ~vlle11 11e call present 
i t  to tlie annual meeting? I f  he liecps back his 
annoancement of progress or disco\-ery, or if 
lie brings it for~vard before he is fully pre- 
pared, does he not harm the cause of science 
ancl himself? 

The ' papers ' are of necessity often tech- 
nical and nnintcrcsting to all except esperts in 
some special line. ,It one of the ineetings a 
certain mnthcmaticiaii stated tlle case bl~u~?tly, 
thus : " I shall read my paper by title only, 
as there is ~iohocly but myself here who call 
understalltl it." The rapitlity with which a 
crowd of members thins out wllen the reading 
of a technical paper fairly begins, is at  least 
s11ggesti1-e. Nor should the departing cro~vd 
be cleuoiuiced as simply unworthy of the 
pearls spreail before them. They will stay if 
thc ~a1)er has only a fair trace of popular inter- 
est. I)oulntless nlany of those nho  leave thc 
assocbiation in their first year of men~bership 
are clisappointrd. They had hoped for some- 
thing not quite so ' dry.' Yet, if the reading 
of p t ~ ~ e r s  were dropped, l,he associatio~l wonlcl 
fail to gather the workers of sc i e~~ceat its 
meetings. 

Pln~is hare at times h c e ~ ~  forconsidered 
sec~lring addresses froni inell who arc known 
as popular spealiers, capable of attracting 
large audiences, especially if aided by suitable 
npparatns for thc disl~lay of experiment. 111 

ralious ways s~lcll a course night acld largely 
to thc resouices and influenoc of tlie associa- 
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tion. What  is vastly more important, i t  noulcl 
rouse an enthusiasm for science a t  the locality 
of the meeting, nhich, if i ightly fostered, 
woulcl give perrnniient results. 

T h e  association has sought t o  meet sonle of 
these wants and clifffctllties hy crctating a lar-
ger  number of sections, each of nrhich has a 
presiding officer, nl lo  is esyectctl t o  deliver 
a f o ~ i n a l  aclclress. This  is  an advance, but 
only a I i a l r - ~ ~ a y  Tlie papers incre:lse measure. 
i n  nr1inl)cr every Tear ; and tlie s e ~  er:zl sections 
mnst all work a t  once and arcluo~~slyt o  fillis11 
their reading in  the allotted time. T o  rn:Lily a 
member, even t o  a specialist ol io  may be en-
gaged in t'evo distinct lines of rese:wch, coines 
the  disappoiiitment of nlissiiig tlie l ~ e a ~ i n g  of 
vahiable l ~ a p e r s  when two or t i m e  a le  deli\ erecl 
simultaneor~sly. 

Many of these features lnust appear promi- 
nently a t  the present meeting. The  atteiicl-
nnce nil1 consist in  greater proportion than 
usual of the popular element. Tlle meinher- 
ship is no\v so  large that  there is  no l isk of 
tlle meeting being insignificnnt in size, as  a t  
Dub~lclue in  lti 'id. B a t ,  since l\Iinnenpolis is 
the farthest poilit t o  the v e s t  j e t  tiictl, i t s  
distailce rrinst withhold nluny familiar faces. 
After  this, we shnll know better nl ie t l~er  tlre 
bincl inrittttions of S : L ~  Francisco niny be 
accepted two or  three 2 cars hence. N e x t  J ear  
the  rneeting shoulcl 11ot he  too far frorn the 
British associ:~tion a t  Montreal. 

A t  least eight adclresses will be given 1,- 
pl.esidents of sections, - csccllent ill tlieir 

Trrc Esquiinaus of the arctic regions oE 
North A m c ~ i c : ~  Innruts,' and call thernselres ' 
their minter-liouses, built of ice aild snow, ig-
loos.' This s l l o ~  t esplai~atioii  niay be ileeclctl t o  
lxalte clear my sornen hat  obscare title. 

These strange hnts lla\ e been incidentally 
clcscril~ed 1)y inany t r a ~ ~ e l l e r s  in  the accou~its  
of their arctic exj~loiations. B L I ~  1)e)ond tlie 
[act that  tlicy ale  inde  tlolries of snow, in  n-hich 
these pol:21 people l i \ e  for tlie greater par t  of 
tlie 3 ear,  little is 1~11o~;11 of the rnnnner of tlicir 
colistruction, their internal a11:~nqcmenl-, or of 
tile conditio~ls ~~liic11 llave led to  their e ~ i s t -  
ence. 

The  many inquiries I llxre I)een called npon 
to answer i n  regaltl t o  these noitliern cabins, 
ant1 the misco~~ceptionsI l i a ~e fount1 er e n  
among the hetter inforniecl of my qr~cstioners, 
lln\ e let1 ine to  heliere that a11 account of tlie 
igloo as  I saw it clniing 1111 life 'enith the hinui ts  
would he of inteiest.  

,,I h e  o ~ i g i n  of the igloo can only be  gnessecl 
f i o ~ n  the few facts rve 1111on- of earl! inan. I 
JT ill not cliscass the etlinological piol~lcin vhich 
nonld idelitify the Innai t  of tlle present day  
nit11 tlie ca\.e-rncll of Europe, ba t ,  asi~unling 
that it  ia true, -ill sketch n possible histolj  of 
tlie ice-hut. 

r 7lhrse cu\ e-men are linonrn to  have esistecl 
along the edges of the nzer cle glace, mliich, 
iluiinq the ice l~eriocl, ovcrspieatl I.:urol)e, and 
bu~iccl ~t as  Grcenlaud is prok)al)ly buiicd at  tlla 
11rcsci1t day. \\That causecl tliis great flon of 
f ~ i g i ~ l i t yto the south, or its re t iog~essioa t o  tlie 
nortli, i t  is needleis to  consicler ; suflice i t  t o  
sul~posc that  our hyl~erhoreanr folloned i t  in  
all i ts migrations. Tile carliest e~iclences of 
their lristorg are those tliey left in the caves 
of lnicltlle Europe n lien the glacier extended 

kind, but  not qnite a substitute for t l l o ~ ~ g h t s  nearly to  tlic All)s ancl Pyrenees, be) ond which, 

that  breathe nncl ~ o r c l s  that  barn. I f  free and 
wicle discassion coulcl be eliconraged a t  these 
meetings, the retiring presiilel~t 's address 
woulcl now give al)nildnnt occasion. Dr .  Ilanr- 
son hits harcl nlicre he thi~llis he sees a c r e ~ i c e  

the a r n ~ o r  of the e\olritionists or of the gla- 
c.i:llists ancl many will chafe if tllere is  no iin- 
1 ipdiatt, o~)pol tuni ty to  return his thrusts. C ~ l t ,  
~vliilcit rrla?; r:zil of esciterneiit, tlle meeting a t  
A1iilnent)olis is >cry  cnjogable. T h e  city and 

;clnity are  pietnresqne and. clelightful. Tlie 
liospitul~ty of the west is  a s  broad as  its 
pri~iri(,s TV. C. Tir. 

with i ts  outlj  ing polar fariiln of caI e-men, en\ e- 
l~ears ,  cave-liyenxs, marnmotlis, and reintleer, 
i t  ilcrer extended. 

r 71llese ca res  n ere the v o r k  of nature. TVlien 
tllese people lived in their vicinity, i t  is prol~n- 
ble that  theg knen no other llabit:ltions, nintcr  
o r  summer, and disptitecl their possessioii with 
the ninlij animals ~ ~ h o s c  hoiles tile found k~eside 
tlie implements ancl honcs of the cave-men 
tliell~selves. 

21s tlie m e r  cle glace, with snail-like pace, 
~ i t h d r e mno1 tllw:t~cl, i t  n a s  fhllon~ecl by tliese 
cllilclren of tlie colcl (the c a v e m e n ) ,  driven. a s  
sonie suppose, by the rnore powerfr~l river-drift 
inen, or following that  climate which was tlie 
more congellial. 


