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THE U. S. NA TIONAL M U S E U M .  

I. 

TIIEbrief pamphlet recently issued by the 
assistant director of the museum as tiis special 
report for 1881 is ,  perllaps, one of the most 
important clocuments which has yet  appeared 
in the history of science in this count1.y. I t  
represents tile institution wliich in  the na t~ i ra l  
course of events should becorne the leatling 
organization of i ts  liind on this continent, 
and also furnish the motive ancl the pattern 
for the Inany similar copies which will natu- 
rally follow its example in  other parts of 
our  extensive possessions. I t  also presents 
t o  foreign nations the ideals, which, they will 
naturally suppose, represent our existing scien- 
tific ca l t~ i re  ancl the tendencies of science in  
this country. They  will llnrrlly imagine that  
i t  has  not been debated a t  all by scientific men 
a t  large, tha t  it  is the work of no represen- 
tatiJre commission, and that  i t  canuot in any  
sense be  consiclerecl a s  the  deliberate result 
of consultation 174th the leading men of the 
United States in all departments. 

I n  this respect, we think that  the action of 
the government -if the plan is,  as  w e  under- 
s tand,  already adopted in the museum - is 
open to the severest criticism, ancl tha t  i t  shows 
a curious want of prudence to tlefinitely settle 
the future of an institution in  nlliich tlie whole 
country i s  inore deeply interested than any 
other of its kind, without allowing the loice 
and criticisms of scientific men to be heard. 
I t  is certainly a wide departure from the  wise 
example of the Smithsonian, and shomrs, that ,  
a t  Washi~lgton,  success has alreacly begun to 
dull the edge of the wise foretliought nhich 
led to  such successful results in tlie planning 
of that  institatiotz. 

T h a t  the museum must be  a loser i n  influ- 
ence by such a proceecling lies in the  nature 
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of things. T h e  science of this countrx is  
certainly not responsible for the plan, and,  
however good i t  n l s ~ , ~  nopIsove to be, has  had 
proper opportunities for expressing its opinion 
about a matter i n  which i ts  deepest interests 
are  concerned. 

I n  his opening considerations, Mr.  Goode 
clirides museums into three classes, -those for 
recorcl, those for research, and those for ecluca- 
tion. H e  considers that  all three of these ob- 
jects are essential to  the development of any  
con~prehensire  ancl philosophically organized 
museum. B y  recorcl, the author means the 
preservation of collections which h a r e  served 
as  tlie instruments of past  research;  ancl by 
research, the  accumulation of materials of 
all kinds t o  provide for new investigations. 
The  author here assumes a n  l~istorical stand- 
ard,  and thinks tha t  the objects of mnsenm 
administration cletermine their classification ; 
whereas, in  our opinion, practical considera-
tions really settle the class to  which a given 
museum should be referred. There is, a s  the 
author remarlrs, no separation of the two ~ n r -  
1)oses of recorcl anrl research ; ancl it  would 
perhaps have been clearer t o  the  inesperi-
encecl i n  this branch of tech~lology if the 
preservation of records, and accumulation of 
materials for research, together with adequate 
provision for the l)uklication of original results, 
which is not mentioned by  him, had been de- 
fined as the inseparable trinity of a museum 
of the first class. Mr .  Goode's ol)inion, that  
snch museums should h:lr~e exhil~ition-rooms, 
and display both their recortZs ancl the results of 
research, inclicatcs a broad and well-1)alanced 
judgment of the aims of museum administra-
tion. T h e  prevalent opinion among young 
inr estigators, that  no public rlisl~lay of records 
shoulcl be madc, arises from obstacles which 
the expenses of exhibition have heretofore 
presented to tlie successli~l performance of the 
proper functions of this class of museums ill 
the encouragement of research, and also t o  



their frequent failures as instruments for the 
education of tile public. 

Two functions, that of rnuseums of research 
and that of museums of eclucation, have been 
confused in their display of specimens ; but, 
while this shows the necessity of a separation 
and a change of policy in their clioice of col- 
lections for exhibition, it does not justify the 
withclrnwal of valuable and u s e f ~ ~ l  records from 
public view. Leave to consult original speci- 
mens cannot he lightly granted, and the idio- 
syncrasies of their guar(lians is a large element 
of uncertainty in the way of those desiring to 
see snch treasures. There are also classes of 
persons daily on the increase who should, a t  
any rate, have the privilege of seeing them, 
though not fit to be trusted with tlieir direct 
handling; and the wants of this class cannot 
be justly disregarded. We are therefore most 
heartily in sympathy with Mr. Goode in his 
opinion, that the highest value of original rec- 
ords is given to them when they are placed 
on exhibition ; but we probably differ in think- 
ing that this should be done in museums or 
collections exclusively devoted to research, 
and meant for the use of the special student 
rather than the general public. 

Mr. Goode's third class of museums, the 
educational, we should designate as the second 
class ; since these are often separated from 
the former, and ought always to be conducted 
with distinct purposes, and governed by a class 
of men who are familiar with the educational 
wants of the public, i.e., all those classes of 
persons who mnst get their information throng11 
the glass, and are not permitted to handle 
specimens. The needs of this class are but 
imperfectly understood by the investigator, or, 
if understood, very apt to be considered by 
hini as of slight importance. I t  is certainly 
not his essential function to satisfy these de- 
mantls, as in the case of the true educator, 
and as should be the case with the curator of 
an etlucational collection. 

Mr. Goode's ideal of a great educational mu- 
seum is accomplished by the union of the natu- 
ral history and industrial museums ; and this 
has evidently arisen from his experience and 
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study of sirnilar unions occurring more or less 
accidentally in the different great exhibitions 
held in civilized countries of late years. H e  
points out, that, while these great industrial 
exhibitions have shown a tendency to become 
pnrely commercial, they have served, wherever 
they have been held, as the starting-points, in 
time and materials, of permanent industrial mu- 
seums. The effect of the woild's fair in Phila- 
delphia in 187G, in accortlance with this law, 
demonstrated the educational ~a!~le of a more 
permaiient inclustrial museum, and snggestecl 
that an immense field of usefulness would be 
open to an institution which should he based 
upon sirnilar gronnds, but which would endeav- 
or, by a more efficient and scientific arrange- 
ment of its specimens, to impart " a consistent 
and systematic idea of the resources of the 
world and of human achievement." 

This novel and somewhat startling aim is  
announced as the future guiding-star of tlie 
National museum, which is declared to be in 
the best possible trim for the accomplishment 
of such a purpose, since ' i t  is now starting 
anew, and is not encumbered by the immense 
masses of duplicates which have becorne the 
most serious obstacles in the path of the older 
museums. I t  is, in other words, free to choose 
the path of its futnre work ; and while this seems 
to be true, and the author most be acknowl- 
edged the best judge of the fact, we do not 
find any allusion to the accumulations formerly 
storecl in the Smithsonian, nor as to how these 
and other collections, mnde upon the old basis 
for purely scientific research. are to be brought 
into harmony with the new idea1.l I t  is much t o  
be regretted, that, in this l~reliminary announce-
ment of so important a national enterprise, the 
author had not taken more space for such in- 
teresting explanations, and also for the fuller 
consideration of the arrangement of topics 
according to their relative importance. 

This treatise shows, nevertheless, in all i ts  
1 'Ihough we do find (as qnoted In ltaltcs imrned~ately below) 

that  these collections, and we  plesume those n h l c h  wtll be  oon- 
ttnually flowlnq in f iom the Geologtcal su l reg ,  the Flab oom-
mlaslon,and o t h e ~  soulces, a t e  to be  ar langed on a dtfereut plan 
fiom all the othet oollfcttons. I t  woilld have g ~ e a t l y  enl~phtened 
uu ~f we could have known what  thls plan was, but  nothing-fur-
ther  is s a ~ d  of ~ t .  
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parts, that the practical aspects and clifficnlties 
of the question have been studied with great 
thoroughness and ability, and have naturally 
absorbed the tirne and thoughts of the author, 
arid talcen, therefore, the most prominent place. 

What seem to us the most valuable aurl f i~n- 
damental of all the considerations are brought 
i a  as secondary. Thus we find an intinlation 
only that the museum " attempts to siiow 
the evolution of civilization ;" we cannot be 
wrong, it appears to us, in imagining that tliis 
i s  to he the great aim of the National muse-
urn ; and again, " the collections should form 
a museum of anthropology, the word ' atithro-
pology ' being applied in its inost compre-
hensive sense. I t  should exhibit tlie pk~ysical 
cliaracteristics, the I~istory, the manners (past 
antl present) of all peoples (civilizetl and sav- 
age),  and should illustrate human cultur,e and 
inclrrstry in all its phases. The earth, its 
plij sical structure and its l)rotlacts, is to be 
exliibited with special reference to its adaptn- 
tion for nse by Inan and its rcsonrces for his 
future neecls. T l ~ e  so-called natural history 
collections -that is to say, the collections in 
pure xoSlogy, geology, and botany - should 
be growped in separate series, w7~icl~, though 
arranged on unother plan, sliall illustrate and 
snpplement the collections in intlrlstrial and 
economic natural history." We  felt irnlnedi- 
ate11 the deepest interest in knowing how so 
large a part of tlie National museum could be 
arranged on another plan without confiising 
the effect of the whole, but looked for es-
planations in vain. 

The idea of making the National mriseriln 
a museum of anthropology must, we tliinli, 
comnland unqualified respect ; and it scerrls to 
us to contain so much of future promise, that 
we feel all the rnore regret that the cletails of 
the scheme had not received the healthy pur- 
gation of general and expert criticism. The 
classification is also highly original, and shows 
the result of extensive study, and practical 
knowledge of ways and methods. 

The gcncral outlines of the scheme of clas- 
sification, which is announced as l~rovisional 
and open to necessary modification, are as 

follows: the exhibition of articles is to be 
divided into eight large divisions, or 'sec-
tions,' inclitdiiig sixty-four smaller divisions ; 
which last wc sliall, for convenience, designate 
~xnder the name of ' topics,' to distinguish 
them from the sections into nrhich they are 
grouped by Mr. Goode, -" Section I., Man-
kind ; IT., The earth as man's abode ; 111.. 
Natural resources; 1V., The exploitative in- 
dustries ; V., Tlie elaborative industries ; VI., 
Ultirnate products and tiieir utilization ; VTI., 
Social relations of manltind ; VIIT., Intel-
lectual occnpations of mankind." 

We  recogr~ize the enormorls difEculties in tlie 
way of tlie autlior of this sclierne ; and, while 
we cor~gratulate him upon tile successful han- 
dling of the details, -which we have not the 
space to quote in full, and therefore cannot do 
him personally full justice, -we must dissent 
strongly from the main ideas, which, we think, 
sllow tlie want of a broatl and masterly com- 
prehension of the pliilosophical ideas which 
shonltl govern the c1:~ssification and purposes 
of our National moseiim. T l ~ e  scheme itself, 
in this respect, is a curious mixture of tlie old 
notion, that, in order to understand man, we 
must i~ccessarily start with tlic stucly of rnan-
kincl, and of the modern idea of evolution. 
Tlie legitimate process of instruction from tliis 
stand-point begins with tlie simplest forms of 
life, and follows u p  their develo1)mental and 
evolntionary history in organization and in 
time, until we arrive a t  tlie most liighly spe- 
cialized forms. Man is Ihe most highly 
specialized of all anim:~ls, physically and 
psychologically, and therefore, i t  is claimed, 
needs to be viewed in the light of all knowl- 
edge, unobscrired by the ljrejndices and mis- 
conceptions wliicli are liable to arise from the 
adoption of the opposite modes of study. 

Certainly tlie former mode is incompati-
ble with the thorougil and direct method of 
studying the principles of evolution, whether 
these relate to one set of objects or another, 
and is not iccordant wit11 the idea of the ' evo-
lution of civilization' and the evident neces-
sity of expressing, in all the minor industrial 
collections, " the steps by which man has ar- 
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rived a t  the present condition in every clirec- 
tion in mhic11 hnrnan industry has been exerted, 
-a graphic history of the derelopment of the 
human cuit~ire a~icl civilization. " 

These are Mr. Goode's own declarations of 
what seein to be the vital inte~itions of his 
scheme ; a~it l  it is therefore a serions error, 
both l~ractically and theoretically, when he 
places the natural history of man, incl~ltling 
his psj cliology ancl individual manitestatious, 
at tile head of his scheme, in place of making 
this department the terminal one, to be viewecl 
by ~ i s i to r s  only after they had gone through 
with all the otlier departments. 

The author lias arrnngecl the sections ancl 
sixty-forlr topics accorcling to a systcm which 
is artificial, ancl irreconcilable with liis inten- 
tions zinc1 his general objects, and sliows this 

in the place nssignecl to mankind. Man is  
essentially the product of the forces which 
hare acted upon this earth. Without going 
into tlie qaeition of whether these forces were 
divine or material, which is of no r a l ~ l e  in 
such a technical discussion, it is certai~ily very 
illogical to place the conclusion before the be- 
ginning, the consequent before tile antecedent, 
man before tlie earth. This may be very satis- 
factory to those mlio need, or think they need, 
to perpetually swing the censer before the old 
idol of nian's supremacy in the universe ; but 
it is none the less ~uiuntural ant1 illogical to  
l i n l ~one inoile of arrangement for tlie parts 
of a great collectio~i, and anotlier for the 
whole. 

In  a filture nunlber me shall consider some 
of the minor features of this elaborate sclleme. 

LIST' OF TPVENTIr-THREE NEIV DOUIZLE # T A R S ,  DISCOVERED AT  CAROLINE I S L A N D ,  
SOUTII I'ACIFIC O i g A X ,  BETI1'EE'LV A P X I L  37 A N D  11fAP 7, 1883, BY E.  S.HOLYEN 
A N D  C. S. HBSi7ING8. 

Star. 1 
Stone, 5791 . . . . . .  
Anon. . . . . . . . .  

Lac., 4936. . . . . . .  
Anon.  . . . . . . . .  

Lac., 5123. . . . . . .  
Anotl. . . . . . . . .  

LLLC.,5434. . . . . . .1Lac., 5i38.  . . . . . .  
Lac., 5S17. . . . . . .  
Lac., 5844. . . . . . .  
Lnc., l5Ui36. . . . . . .  
Lac., 6138 . . . . . . .  

Anon .  . . . . . . . .  

Stone, 82:;0 . . . . . .  
L:tc., 6239. . . . . . .  
Anon.  . . . . . . . .  

Anoil. . . . . . . . .  

Stone: 8348 . . . . . .  
E L I I ~ J I. . . . . . . .  

Lnc ,'6488. . . . . . .  
L ; c ,  6540. . . . . . .  
s tone ,  9241 . . . . . .  
Lac., 731s. . . . . . .  

a, 1880.0. 

-. 

I 8 ,  1880.0. i p. 8. XIag,. Observer. / Date. 

h. 9%. s .  

10 28 35 m y  I. 

11 31 28 Apri l  28. 

11 18 58 May 1. 

11 5 i  40 hlxy 4. 

12 31 24 31.l;ty1. 

13 1 16 Ytty 1. 

13 6 59 blay 6. 

13 48 28 A. B. 

>lay 2, il.C . j

hI:~y 1. 

Alay 2. 

hlay 2. 

-4priL 27. 

&L,y 4. 

Alay 2. 

April 27. 

bltry 2. 

31uy 1. 

&fay1. 

April 27. 

May 4. 

M:ly 2. 

Afny 7. 

Miry i. 


T H E  U N I T E D  ST* T E S  F ~ s ~ - c o , J , , , ~ ~ ~ s -amoilnt of planning, based inainly ~ ~ p o l ~  past 
SIO'V SI'L'11,klEli ALUA Tti'USS I-- 11. experiences of tlie fish-coma~ission. The gen- 

eral ar~~angenients are now, for the most part, 
THEfitting-LIP of a small floating scientific coml,lete, bLlt they are subject to alteration 

laboi.atory, ~rhich  might remain a t  sea for a allcl i,ll,~,.orPment. 
month or mole a t  a tilne, and xet i~iclude The main laboratory (see figures, pp. 68, 69)
every necessary conlenience, was a sonlevvllat is twenty feet long, twenty-six feet wide, and 
novel yroblern, and required a co~lsi~lerable llearlS eight feetlligh. 'rhe forwar(l-ead of the 

1 Conclllded from PISO. 22. rooin is deroted to storage, and the sides and 


