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An ingenious set of colnparisons leads tlie author 
up  to the ratio ot the occurrence of each set of color- 
terms to the entire elevenll~~ndred. "His perceptions 
of color are clearest and strongest in tlie middle of tlie 
spectrulri ; even in his sensuous itnagination, he is 
temperate and reserved, avoitling tlie extremes of 
sensation, ancl cl!velling by preference upon the mean 
terms, the rnedia via of visu'tl perception." 

Prof. Price drams attention to the strilci~ig co- 
incidence of scientific accuracy with proplietic genins 
in the phrase of Virgil, Alfille coloriblcs arcuin (Ecl., 
v. G09), and the cliscovery of Aubert (Rood, p. 40), 

that in the solar spectrutn tlie unaidetl eye niay dis- 
tinguish a thousand colors. The following terms 
are tracer1 to their origin, and their fitnd:tmental 
idea fixed : ruber, rsutilus, sangnineus, crueatus, 
sandix, minium, ferrago, roseni, viridis, vitrens, 
hyalus, igneus, spadix, flavui, flllvus, croceue, lu-
teus, aurum, cereus, pallidns, lividus, caernleus, par- 
purens, puniceus, murex, ostrum, albns, candidus, 
niveus, argenteas, Iacteus, inarmorens, decolor, 
canus, glaclcns, ater, ~ ~ i g e r ,  fuscus, futneas, pullns, 
picenr. -(Ainer. journ. phil., v. 1.) o. T. n1. [I102 
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GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

Xmithsonian institution. 
Ezplorations in Louisiana. -Capt. It.W. Shafeldt, 

medical corps U. S. A., has, since October last, as- 
sisted by grants from the Smithsonian ir~stitution, 
been explori~lg tlie country in the vicinity of the city 
of New Orleans, La. Tlle collection that this officer 
has made has just been forwarded to the institution 
at  Wasliington. I t  consists of some three thousand 
specilllens of very interesting forms of the represen- 
tative vertebrates and invertebrates of that region, 
besides tlie co~itelrts of the Indian shell-mound situ- 
ated in the rear of Carrolton, -an antiquity suspected 
to exist by Foster, from reports lie had heard ~vhen  
engaged in his explorations in tliat locality. Among 
the  vertebrates, some very uncommon forms of bats 
have been forrvardecl, ant1 six or seven specimens of 
the  rare Basca~lium anthicum, and ,one of tlie Aspi- 
donectes a$ller, the soft-sllelled turtle, so eagerly 
songht after by collectori. Of the fish, 7)r. T .  11. 
Bean, citrator of t,he departnient of fishes at  the 
Smitliso~lian institution, says, " Two of tlie determi- 
nations are uncertain. 'l'lle esnnipies of Lepomis 
32110 and 3.3419 are so slnall that  I canliot be sure 
what they are, tlie lower pharyl~geals beiiiq little de- 
veloped, and ~~r i t l i  incomplete delltition ;3241'2, 32414, 
and 32420 agree with the publishetl descriptions of 
Zygonecles chrysotics Giintli., but they may represent 
a species quite clistinct fro111 that. I wili try to get 
fuller iliformation about Ciiintlier's types through 
some one of rng friends who will visit the British 
mnseum next summer. Tlie species called Xollieiiesia 
latipinna wonlrl be regarded as M, lirieolata by onr 
friends, ,Jorilaii and Gilbert; but I tllinb your series 
mill prove tliat lineolata is iiot clistirict from latipinna; 
and, as lstipinlia is the older name, we should use it. 

"Tlie lot of Elassoma zonat~uril (3242:; = No. 108) 
is the largest and finest ever lc~lo~vri in tliis museum, 
and there is no probability that  ally collector has se-
cured a better series. Tlie range of variation is great- 
ly exterided by then), and a new locality is found. 0. 
P. Hay had the species from i\lississippi; it is l<irown, 
also, from Alabama, Texas, and South Illinois." 

Dr. Shi~feldt mill work tliis material np  for pub- 
lication by tlie Smithsonian institution as soon as 
the  oaaortunitv offers. 

A -
STATE INSTITU'GIONS. 

State university of Kansas, Lawrence, 
Weatiler rcpo~t,for May. -This month had tlie lar- 

gest rainfall, thegreatest aggregate wind-velocity, and, 
with one esceptiori (1892), the lowest meall tempera- 
ture, recorded in any RIay of our sixteen years' obser- 

vations. The light nrliite frost of the 22d did no 
damage to vegetation, and the growing crops are in 
prime condition at  the close of tlie month. 

Xean temperature, G3.0j0, which is 4.0S0 l~elow the 
average May temperature. The highest temperature 
mas 91°, on tlie 2d; the lowest mas 3g0, on the 22d; 
monthly range, 5 2 O :  mean temperature at 7 A.nf., 
5G.lQo; at  2 P.M., 71.13O; a t  9 p.nr., 60.4S0. 

Rainfall, 7.63 inches, whicli is 3.56 inches above 
the May average. There were five thnnder-sho~vers. 
I-Iail accompanied tlie rain of t l ~ e  18th without dam- 
age at  this station. 011the l:3Lh the rainfall was 
three and one-lialf inches, which daily register has 
been b ~ ~ t  twice exceeded in the past sixteen gears. 
Of this amount, two inclies fell in one lionr and three- 
quarters, from 3.d.i to 5.30 r.ar. The entire rainfall 
for the five months of 1888 now col~lpletcd has been 
14.07 inches, .rvliieli is 3.25 i ~ l c l ~ ~ s  above t,lie average 
for the same period in the past fifteerl years. 

Meail cloudiness, 47,6:i'r, of the bky, the month be- 
ing 1.7.5 % clearer than ns~tal. Nntilber of clear days 
(less than one-thirtl cloucly), 11; entirely clear, 3 ;  
half-clear (frorri one to two t11il.d~ clo\~cly),14; cloudy 
(more than two-thirds), 6 ;  entil.ely cloutly, 0;mean 
clondiness at  7 n.11..46.77 %: at 2 r .n r . .  56.45 %:,", a t  9 
P.31., 39.68 'r,. 

. " ,  

lJ7ind: N.\V., 23 times ; S.E., 20 tiines; S.lV., 16 
tiriies; S., 14 times; N.E. ,  13 tiines; W., 8 times; N., 
twice. The entire dist;tnce travelled by the wind w:rs 
15,661 miles, which is ::,:3:34 miles above the May av- 
erage. Tliis gives a mean daily velocity of 503 miles, 
and a mean hourly \elocit,y of 21.04 ~r~i les .  The high- 
est velocity was G O  miles an ho t~ r ,  on the 18th. 

Rfean lieiglit of barometer, 29.010 inches; at  7 A.M., 
29.017 inclies; at 2 p.nr., 25.999 i~lches;  at  9 P.M., 
29.029 inches; maximtun 29.355 inches, oti the 5 th ;  
minimuln, 28.496 inches, on the 13th; range, 0.859 
incl~.  

Relative humidity: mean for month, 64.5 ; at 7 A.nr., 
r - ".rn.0, at 2 p.nr., 45.9; at  9 P.M., 72.3; greatest, 100, on 
13th; least, 14, on the 9th. 

NOI'ES 9 N D  NEWS. 
The American association for the advancement 

of science will hold its thirty-second annnal meet- 
ing at  Minneapolis, Rlinn., Aug. 15 and followi~rg 
days. The president-elect is Prof. C. A .  Young of 
Prirlceton, and the follo~ving is the list of the general 
officers of the meeting: section A (Xathenjaticq 
and astronomy), vice-president, W. A. Rogers of 
Cambridge; secretary, \V. W. Johnson of Annapo-


