
Nr. \V. 0. Crosby presents thc results of his stuclies 
o ~ ithe monntain-reefs of eastern Cuba, of which an 
abstract will be printed in our geographic colun~ns. 
Mr. J. Tatlock, jun., discusses the variation of baro-
n~et r ic  measurements vit l l  tile season. Various re- 
ports and proceedings fill about half of tlie hundred 
pages. The club's grovth in popnlarity, as shown 
by its rapidly increasing meiubership of both sexes, 
l ~ a s  by no means diminist~ed the scientific value of 
its publications. 

-Tlie general catalogue of the American exhibit 
at  the London fisheries exhibi t io~~,  to on a referred 
previous page, and which is now in course of pitbli- 
cation, will l)e followed by a series of special cata- 
logues of the more important sections, which ill 
contain muell fresh information regarilillg the distri- 
bution, abundance, and relationships of tile species 
exhibited. Tlle handbooks of two sectiolls - that of 
the birds, by Xr. Ritlgway; and that of the inverte- 
brates, by Mr. Rathbun -are now in press. 

- I t  may not be generally lrnowll tha t  IIarrard 
college observator!: t,oolr an  important part in tlic 
early experiments ~ n a d e  in astronomical pllotograplly. 
Under the direction of Prof. W. C. Eond, the first 
daguerrotype of a fixed star, and many early rctprc- 
sentations of other objects, were obtained there. 
After the invention of the collodioll process, Prof. 
G. P. Bond returiled to the srlbject, arid obtaiiicrl a11 
interesting series of photographs of vnriot~s celestial 
objects. While stars of the first inng~~i tudeonly 
could be depict,eil by tlre daguerrotype, the new pro- 
cess rendered it possible to photograph stars of the 
four t l~ .  Professo~. Bond paid special attention to Lhe 
means afforded by pl~otography for the iiccarate 
ineasuremer~t of double stars. For this purpose he 
procurer1 numerous photographs of the star Mizar 
( r  L'1.sae X q j o ~ . i s ) ,n~hich he afterwards measured 
micrometricnlly. 'rhe accuracy of the results Tvas re- 
markable; and the average cliscordnnce of t,he values 
obtair~ed from the photographs taliell on eight differ- 
ent evenir~gs was only 0.3". 

-The second part of rol. iii. of h r~a l e s  of the 
Rlesican 11atio11al museulli is devotcd to t,he follow- 
ing papers: 1. Continuatioil of the study upon the 
Pied~ccdel sol, by Alfredo Chavero; Glossary of Cas- 
tilian words clerived from the Mexican, or Nahuatl, 
by Jesus Sanchez; Mexican antiquities, by CArlos 
Fernandez. I n  the list of Sr. SancElez are more than 
two hundred words derived from the aboriginal Mexi- 
can, a few of whicli are already in the vocabulary of 
the United Slates; and some of thein have become 
reputable English words, such as, cacao (cacahuntl), 
cocoa (cocoa), copal (copalli), coyote (couotl), Chile 
(Chilli), chocolate (pozolc~tl?), mezcal (mexcalli), mez- 
quite (mizqz~itl), ocelote (ocelotl), pinole (pinolli), to- 
mato (tomutl), tule (tollin). 
- Professor Aeby has published a diagram of the 

coarse of the nerve-fibres in the human central iler- 
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vous system, wllicl~ is very warmly praised, and 
recommended to students and teachers alike. 7'he 
publisher is Dalp in Bern; the pricc, 1 marlr a11d (30 
pfennigs. - _ 
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