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INThlLLIG EiVC'E ETR OM BIWERICAAT S CIENTIPIC STA PIONS. 
GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS, 

Department of agrionlture, 

Facts yf '  ilzterest in econo,i~ic eiato~~iology. - liulle-
t in  2 of the e~ l to~~o log ice l  division contailis the fol- 
lowing facts of interest: -

The Cllrysomelid Graptodera carinata i n j ~ r e d  fucll-
sins by eat,ing the leaves in Septr~nber at  German-
tow11, Pc l~n .  -Daring 1882 the arliiy-~vorm Tas re- 
porteLl frorll Sar;itoga Collnty, X.Y., at  tlie ~lortll, 
to  the lied-river valley in Louisia~lx, at  the soi~th .  -
The  iarv:~ of Agrotis inerlriis is 11lt:rltioncd :LS cuttiilg 
down sllli]ax ill an  extensive flower-garden ;kt Ger- 
manton-11. pellll, -Tilt. clover-leaf \r-t.rvil (PJlritono- 
mus purli.tatus) wsis aq destyllctive in Yates Couiltl;, 
N.Y., i ~ i189"s ill 1881; allti its sprei~d i r~ to  ndjoillillg 
con~lties xvas ~roticcti. -- Epheslia zena waq received 
from Nci17-Yorli City: n-it11 account$ of t1nrii:~ge dolie 
by the lnrx~a :o lozenges. --T!,e tiescription of tile 
curious \.iror1i of :I inite allied to Tctranl>-chns tells- 
rins, found at hSelrose IIigllla~~cls, Jl;lss,: is givoll. 
large asli-tree was alniost elltirely covc~etl by :L fiirlly 
~ ~ e b  Ell-spun by tllis mite. --l7lit> little l ion~olitcror~~ 
tilia sillnata J.'abr. 7 ~ sl'llt~ fj.olrl j?rilnl;lill Pi~lls,3

N.1-T.) as tlcstroyirlg tlle ('a11;l.da tllistie. -Isosoma 
tritici Ivas receiuo(i from (,'olmnbi:t Connty, \Vasli. 
r .lcr.-Tlle flinglls, Scorias sljoilgios,~, 11poli tllellnney.. 
den- of Schizoneara imh~icatot., was betit f r o ~ n  Jolin- 
son C!o~toty, Tenn. -Twiq'; of TVist:~ri:~ rccci~-eii~ ~ ' e r e  
from 11i~clso11, O., xvhicli were borc(1 b y  the larva of 
Elapliidiori villosum. -A letter f!.r1111 Air. 11. G. 
iIabhartl. on tlle aid of spiders in tl~t! slireatl of :mile- 
insects, is gi17en ill full. -?'lie se~clitceli-yea{.cic:rrla 
appeltretl in 1532 in parts of Yates, Oiltxrio, Living- 
ston, ant1 TVyonling Counties, S .Y.  mill at  Lan- 
sing! Mich., was oyerrun (Nove~nbcl-, 1S8'3)by t.lre two 
beetles palorus depressus and ~ ~ ~ ~%itel., 
naas. -The natives of Upper Uirinali use, as a ri>mccly 
for cotton insects, C~njec-\vat,er; i.t?., fel'lnelltetl rice- 
water, with a 1itt.l~ snit :tnd tlic rii~cl of a fresh 
sylreezed lemon tllromn il l ,  -l\Lr.TT;illi;nilPlulller of
~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ t ~ , , ,1 \ 1 ~ ~ ~ . ,  tile additioll of srllall 
quantity of gum-arabic or glue airtl bicliromate of 
potash to insecticitle solut,ions, in order to render them 
' ~vater-proof,' or less readily ~vashed off by rains from 
plants or trees to u-hicli tiley llsvc been applied. -

effect of frost upon sc:ble-insects is consitiered in 
a letter from Mr. Josel?li Voyle, of C+ainesville, Fla., 
mho concludes, that, by ~musually cold weather, 
larvae ltilled, but riot enough to be of service to t l ~ e  
hatclliIlg and tieve~opnlentare retarded, and a fern 
tree. 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS. 

Astronomionl observatory of Harvard oollege, Cambridge, Mass, 
Tlte 200??~  a t  the obser.antor?/. -There has been great 

progress in the rcdi~ctiori and publication of past ob- 
servations. Tlie catalogae ziving the results of pho- 
tometric measnrelnents on four thoi~sand stars is now 
in the 11;~nds of thc printer. 

Photonletric observations of a hundred and eighty- 
five eclipses of Jl~piter 's  satellites have been made. 
The searcli for objects mith singular spectra has been 
continued and carried on with more systerrl than 
formerly. At  the last opposition of Xars, the satel- 
lites were seen, and photometric nleasurenients were 
obtained wliich agreed mitli those made in 1877. Tlie 
results of the pllotometric ~neasurerrlents of various 
points on tlre moon have been published in the Sele-
nograpitical jour)zal, v. 57. Xr. Chandler has made a 

careful stildy of Sawyer's variable star, and has fonnd 
the  period to be about twc'nty hours. Tlie variation 
of the light is about three-fourths of a magnitutle. 

I'rofessor Rogers 11s.; Conr~cl it necessary to take a 
].3l'0l0ngetl Yest fro111 ]light-wol'li, but will resnrlle sooli. 
The  results of his worit in the last twelve years will 
OCCllpy three volmiles 0i the i i~~ l i a l s ,  and are being 
pre~jareii for publication. 

The measnrement of the liqllt of the stars visible 
to the nnaicled eye was con~l~le'ted Overlast sunilrier. 
ninety tliousa~icl rrreasares were made on about four 
t,honsand stars. The effect of atmosl7hcric absorpt,ion 
has been found, for any altitucle exceeding l C O ,  to 
~Cj~litl one-folu~lll of the secantill stellar n l ~ ~ l i i l ~ l d e ~  
of the zenith c1ist:thce. This agrccs wit11 tlie result 
of Beidel, the average cle~iation of the tn-o cletermi- 
nations not exceeding one-thirtieth of a magnitude. 
An extencled connl~arison of the scale of lnagllitudes 
eln]~loyeil by previous observers has been made. h 
reduction of the observations of Sir JVillianl lit?rschel 
has been effect~d, and has: led t,o important resolts. 
Tllcir neglecL llit,lierto has bee11 part,ly oxvi~~g to the 
Wallt of a sr~itahle spstenr oi' iilngilitndes by which 
they might bc redacccl. This \\ralit 112s 1)een supplied 
by tlle l~liototuet~~ic Wenleasurcs at  this observatory. 
have thus a11 accnrate 111ca3ut.e of tile brightness of 
Z% lai$e part of the lucid sta,t'S of a ]ll~rltlrc?d years ago. 
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A70'III<S -4 Nl> 1Vl3 TI'S. 

The fifth session of the congress of hmericanists 
mill be lielil in Copenhagen, Ang. 21--24, nrrder the 
patronage of Cllrisliarl IX. ,  Iring of Denmarlr. 1)r. 
J* J. A .  1vorsaae, Clirector of the ,uusellm of etllnog-
raplly, vil l  he tlie presitlent, a ~ i d  TV. A. Carstensen,, ~ ~ , l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
general secretary. A prospectus of tlle nieeting has 
heen published: lllay be had froln the l,rcsident 
or the secretary. one renlitting twelve f ra~lcs  to 
Af. Tietgen, t?ii.ecfe~ci. de I [&Banqzre pi.icCe de C(1~7en-
hugzce, \\.ill be entit;led to a ticliet of membershili alld 
a colJy of the report. The sllbjects to be discussed 
are as follo~vs :-

I I k t o ~ l /~ i l dgeology. - l l i s c ~ ~ e r y  of An~erica;  The 
Northrneri in Greenland; htexic:ln cal~~ullis;  Central 
hmericall natioIlalities; B I and peruvian mili- ~ ~ ~~ ~ 
tarjr s~s t e ln s ;  Tile Poljol Tub; Co~~lpsrisollof tile 

kingdoms of Cuzco, Tnljillo, and Peru; Peruvian 
divinities, Viracocha, etc. ; Migrations of the Caribs; 
Traditions of the deluge in America. 
P A~ckeolog?/.- oi Greenland and lij~jklren~lliiddings 
elsemhere ; Sacred signs ; Religious and emblematic 
significarrce of idols, etc. ; Arcliitect~lrr of Peru. 

A~zth~opoloyyund ethnolog?/.-Tribal synonymy 
and cartography; I<ingdonis of Cibola, Quirira, and 
Tegnayo; Ethnology of Xew Granada and the Isth- 
inns; North Anierica and Central Asia cornpared. 

Litzgziistics u1zc7, p a l e o g r p l ~ ~ .  of-Grammar the 
Eslrimo compared with that of olher American 
languages; Nexican langnages and others compared; 
Decipherment of Maya inscriptions, and of quippos; 
Peruvian languages, and others compared. 


