
THE PROPOSEI) 11f73ETJNG OF THE BRIT-
I S H  f1SSOCIA ?'ION FOR II'fIE.1DVALVCB-
LTfEA7T OF SCIENCE I N  C.J iATADA. 

'I'rrr, l h . ~ t i i h  : i s~o i~ i :~ t  iircL1ion 1i:rs not j c t  T e l ~ t  
to  l ~ o l d  its ~ n c t t i ~ i g i  in :illy 1):11t oi' the c~nil)iic 
b q  o i ~ d  the linrit, of tile Eiit1s1-r I s l n ~ ~ t l s .  I t  
has, liov e \e r ,  so  '11. ciossetl tllc i c a  :rs icvcral 
tilncs to  llold ~iieetiilgs in  1lel:rild : n~icl its sis- 

prcsiclcnt of the honld of tlncle, and a t  nluclr 
thclc~ wclc rcpresciltatirei of tlie AlcGill 11ni- 
vPlsitj  :~ncl of tlie S n t ~ i r a l  histo15 society o i  
Alont~e:ll, thc nlaj or n:r-; ~cqnes tc t l  l o  c'ill :x 
l~ii~licunlcketing. 1s hich w:'s lai gel. i1ifi1iei1tial. 
ancl cxnllirrsi:lit~c, xucl nlricli l~nsicktl 1~csol1itions 
pl(1ilgillg ill(. cil) to  [lo a11 in it3 l)ov7el to innltc 
the  n~ecbting Y I I C  ct~s-;fi~l; npliointing, a t  tile innie 
tiilic, n large c~onl~uittee oC lextli~rg oiti~clns t o  
cnrrj thcsc. rt~solotioiis i ~ i i o  eff'cvt. 

tPr-ai\oci:rtioll oi' I;i:nlce 113.; set it ali ~ \ : i ~ u l ~ l c  In i o  far :IS a ~ ~ o ~ n ~ n o c l a t i o ~ l s1'01 tlltl ineet- 
i ) ~ -llolcling :L ~ n c e t i ~ i gin Ailgcli:t. Tliv ide:r 
of s11cli extelizion of 11s g e o g ~  aphical 1:xllge i-, 
not : ~ l t o g ~ t l i ~ i  I'lojectiI I C ~. of mi i ~ r t ~ i i i a -  
tiolia! n~c>cl i~ig h a ~ ca t  3 n ~ i o l i itiiiiei h c c ~ i  dis- 
cnssecl, l)otll ill 13ritain ant( tile I nitccl State, ; 

a n d  i t  is  ~ ~ r r d r ~ s t o o t l  that tlie l)~esc.iit go^ twior-
gencrnl of Cari:itl:i, ~ ~ 1 1 0  11 nillch inteiest 11:~s il10~1 
in the scierrtific: progress ol' tlle I I ~ T Tijo111i1ii011, 
has  liad c o r ~ c ~ ~ ) ~ ~ ~ ( l e n c e  nit11 leading m t ~ l  of 
icii>noe in Englantl , n,itli the \ iew of' citlici 
briaging tllc associ:rtion to  C:rll:rcla, or sccnring 
:I repres(>ntati\e cltlegntion l o  meet \\ ith tlre 
receiitlj eit:il)lisheil R o j  :rl iocirty of Cail:tcl:r. 

'I'he pioject oi' a ~ i s i t  t o  ( nil ad:^ onl j  21s-
sumccl definite form :rt 1!1c nlecting l a i t  s i m -  
mer in Sonti-iau~l~toii. Lilllotion ?>as prol~osecl, 
T ~ Cbclicrc by Cnpt. licdforcl l ' j ~ n ,  ill tl~cl 
gcneral c o n i ~ n i t t e ~ ,  that  the :iisocir~tion shoultl 
meet i11 ('ailiitln in  1S S 3 .  'I'liis was loi t  oil a 
division ; i)nt it 11as nilclerstooil by  t l ~ c  111.0- 
inotcrs of t l ~ c  sc l~emc that t l ~ e  u1if:~lavoi:lble rc- 
sult v a s  i n  part tlnc to  t l ~ e  fact that  they nere  
tinable to p~otlac*ea tlcfinitc. i n ~ i t a t i o l ~from 
a n r  C:riiaclinn city. tlie tlecisioii t o  nrcrt 
i n  honthport i l l  1SX:3, they the~eforc fclt a t  
liberty t o  propose tliat the rnectiilg of IS84 
slionlrl he  heltl iir tllc city of Jlorltrcal ; ai~cl 
this na i  c:xrricd. Ti11 Cortunntely , 11on c ~ c r ,  
there v a i  iio oflicial coni~unnication of thi i  
rcsolution till after tlie close of tlie ~nce t ing  of 
the Amcric:rn association in  Jlontrenl : otlicr-
wise some steps might 11a\ c l?e(>~ltnl,c~i lowa~cl  
a co~nbincd gathering in 1884. 

A s  soon as  the  resolutioii oi' tllc :issociatiol~ 
was t l c f i i ~ i t c l ~  l l o l ~ t r e a l ,  a li1l0~711 in nio\ e- 
ment was made t o  respond i l l  :I fitting lrlarnlcr. 
After a preliminary meeting called ~ I Jthe 

ing is  concc~~icld,  nncl fiinds for its expenses. 
there can 11c 11o iioul~t thnl  BPontrc:~l cnn en-
teitnin thc asiociatiol, :is ncl l  as  na) of tile 
13liilsl1 c i t ~ c i  ill n 1ilc.h i t  oi(Ii~iarily liietlts ; and 
its gc~ogr:~l~lrical nc-posilioli n ~ i d  facilities foi 
C'CSS,:iild n it11 all par ts  of' for torniir~ulientioi~ 
C :ii~atl:r, tkic i iol ther~i  >t:rtili, :111d the  west, 
prcient 1n:iny :rtti actio115 ; nhilc there is r c a ~ o n  
lo hope that  :I ~uce t ing  of tlre liritisli associa- 
tioii ill J lontrcnl  wonlcl bc nttellcletl not only 
by all i ~ ~ t e ~ c s t c i l  ill scicnr'c i n  C'anncla, but  17) 
lnrge iiriin1,crs of thc scic~ltific worlici~s of the 
Cilitcrl htates. Thc  cspcricnc~t~ ncquiied last 

car in  t~n tc r t t i in i~~g  associationt l ~ c  A r n c ~ i c a ~ ~  
nil1 :11so :iflortl \TIJ ~ a l n a h l cguidance. I t  
\I as  i'elt, l l o w e ~ e l ~ ,  difIicalty la? that  thc rc:il 
in  tile tr:ii~sportatio~iacross tlic ocean oi' so  
large n Loci! :is thc Ih  itis11 :iisocint~on, or even 
of that  scicirtiftc ~ ~ a c l ( , n s  of it  wlrich conititutes 
i ts  csse~ltial p:rrt. l'lic matter as  thercfore 
brought ullder the lioticc of the dominioil go1 -
c>rn~ncntwith I he I ien of sccliriilg aicl tonrard 
thc passage :~c iossthe Atlantic ; ; ~ n d  it is  un- 
tlerstood that  a giaiit \ \ i l l  hc inaclc .i~fIiciei~tlj 
largc t o  insnic! i iec  1)nss:igci t o  thc ofIicers of  
the iociety, niltl iome of 11s i n o ~  c important 
nic~nhcrs ,  a110 will also be the o ~ ~ t , , t s  of the 
citj.. ailil rcilncccl i:ltcs in  falor 01' all the mcn1- 
bcrs who may hc :rl11? to attentl. T,ctlers ancl 
l)rintclcl circulnrs, giving inIh1ir~:rtion :is to  these 
points. ha\-e ljt~en sent to  Sir .ile\nnrlcr Gal t ,  
the high co~ni~rissioncr in  1,011- of the c lo i~ i in io~~ 
(1011, a ~ i d  t o  Profcisor lJonney, tlir secretary of' 
tlic :rssociatio~i. Prom orle of these, signet1 
by the  chairmal~ oS the lorn1 committee, :lnd 113 
D r .  I lun t ,  a i  clls~irinali of t l ~ e  co~ni i~ i t t cc  of'  
in\ i tnt io~i ,  thc folloving es t i :~c~t i  are  tnlie~i .-



" The city of bIontrral, ~vhicli lias a poln~lation of 
about 150,000 souls, lias twice eiltcrtairied Ilie Ameri- 
can association for llie advarlcement of science, -for 
the second time, in Angust, 1882,wlien an attenclance 
of more thaii nine hundred members ancl associates 
was registered, -and the association, m i ~ h  its nine 
sections, found ample aceo~i~ni?otl:~tioi~ in tlie build- 
jngs of 1IcGill unirersity. , . . We ]lave aPsm,ance that 
the goverlin~ent of tl:eDumii~ior~ of Canada will rnalie 
a liberal graiit of lnolicy to clef~sy the exileuses of 
members of tlie Y~,itisli association iii crossilig tlie 
ocean, and that the various railroad and sreainhoat 
lines in Caiiacla and in t,he Uiiited States r i l l  offer 
most liberal arrangenionts to our gnests. The Gralid 
Trunli railway wili arrange for an e x c ~ ~ r s i o ~ ~  of aiern- 
bers of the associatioil to  the Great Lakes ancl Chicago; 
while the Caiiadian Pacific railroad will give an ex- 
cursion to the provinces of the north-mcst, as far as 
the Rocky 3lonntaiiis. The city of Xontveal, from 
its cliniate, its gcographicai position, and its ways of 
con~m~uiication,offers nlaliy attract.ioris alilie to the 
traveller and the student. The large and important 
collections of the geological survey of Canada, gatli- 
eyed dining tlie past forty years, are in the niusenm 
at Ottawa; a ~ ~ d  these, togctller wit11 extensive collec- 
tioils coritained in tlic Inuscum of the Natural history 
society of Jlontreal, mltl in that of 3ZcGill university, 
f~un i s l lanlple materials for the study of t11c natural 
history of Canada. . . . 

"3Iembers of the Rritisli association, in corning to 
Caliada, rnay he assurt:cl of a ~ u o s t  cordial ~velcome 
anrl generous hospitality, not or~ly from the citizens 
of Xontreal, .irI~a-e every facility will be furnished 
for their meeting, but from tlie people tllroughoot 
tlie country. I t  is hopetl by the i n~ i t a t i on  commit- 
tee that these assnranccs, a11c1 the above statement 
of the ad~vintages ancl facilities odered tlieln, iliay 
secure a larze attendanre of t l ~ e  menibers of the Urit- 
ish association at  Montrcal in 18S4.>' 

I t  is nell l i n o ~  11 tllut consiclerablc opl)osition 
has existed in Englaecl to the project of meet- 
ing in nIontrc>al : ancl i t  is natur:~l that maiiy 
of the lifc-members ailcl associ:ltcs mho can-
not visit Canada slioul(ll ~ i e ~ r  it with clisfaror : 
b11t it is beliered thal the leading mernbers of 
the associatioil are of n cliffercilt opinioa, niicl 
that the hearty actioil of the city of Moiltreal 
and the clominion goveriiment mill clo much to 
disarm such opposition as may manifest itself 
next suininer a t  Southport, where the final de- 
cision nlust be made. 

I t  is to be observed, that ill the present year 
the ineeting of the American associatian, at  
Xinneapolis, is early (Aug. 17) ; mhilc that 
of the British association, a t  Southport, .n hich 
is, besides, in the immecliate vicinity of Liver- 
pool, is unusually late (Sept. 19) .  This vill 
allow members of the American association to 
attend both meetings ; and it is stated that 
the retiring president of the American associa- 
tion, and possibly others of its members, may 
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avail tlieinselres of this privilpge. This may 
possibly permit arrangemeiits to be inacle tvhicll 
lnight s~~bsta i~t ia l ly  unite the meetii~gs of tlie 
two associations in 1884, suit1 so piepare for 
ail international il-~ectii~g in the f ~ ~ t u r e .  I f  the 
~neet i l~gof tlie Aliiericalz association for 1884 
can be fisecl for some north-easter~i oity, suf- 
ficiently near to Xontreal, and call be tilnrd 
so as to occar a ~veelc before or after that of 
thc British association, there call be 110 doubt 
that a great ilninber of' the i~iembcrs of the 
latter body ~vo~llcl talte advantage of the op- 
portnnity to enjoy tlie coinpanionshil~ of their 
American confi8res; while, on the other hand, 
many of these n.onlcl gladly spend a few daxs 
a t  the l~leeting of the British association. 111 

this may it nould seem that a greater benefit 
to scielice might result than even from ail inter- 
natioi~al meeting. There would be time for 
the coillplete tlansaction of the business of 
both associations. Neither ~voulcl sufYer. either 
pecnllinrily or in the ~raluc of its proceeclings ; 
nllcl there mo~~lcl be the best possible oppor- 
tonity for intercllzzuge of ideas between the 
scieiltific illell of the Unitccl States, Great 
Britain. ancl Canacla. Kor is i t  unllkely that 
some sciel~tific norlrers fyoin the coiltiileiit of 
Europe ancl e l s e ~ ~ h r r e  may bc nttractecl by a 
coillbiilation so unusual. I t  may ~ ~ L I Sbe hoped 
that tlle proposed incetiilg of the British nsso- 
ciatioil in Canada may not only be one of the 
most successful that this mother of associa- 
tions has held. but may inangurate an epoch 
of renewecl activity ancl progress in tlie widely- 
spread scientific worli of the two great associa- 
tions of the English-spealiing race. 

II!lODEL OF T H E  GIANT OCTOPUS OF 
T I i E  W E S T  COAST OF AMERICA. 

~ ' I I I L Eworking on the models of the large 
I\'ewfouncllancl squid (Architeathis princeps) 
for the Yale and Ilarrarcl museuins, it was 
proposed that I should also moclel the large 
Octopus of the west coast of America. Noth-
ing was done upon it,  however, until the past 
winter, while preparations mere maliing by 
the U. S. fish-commission for the International 
fishery exhibition in London. For this exhi-
bition, Mr. William Palmer, one of the inodel- 
lers of ttic National museum in Washingtoil, 


