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discharged his duties, and served his Iring Osorkon II., 
of the twenty-seconcl dynasty, whose monuments are 
very rare." -"Several fragments, with portions of 
the cartouche of Osorkon 11."were also found, and 
" a  hawk in red granite more than a metre high, bear- 
ing between his clams one of thc cartouches of 
Ramses II., the presumed builder of Pithom." -
( A c a d e m y , March 10.) 

One ruin in Eqypt lias been fully explored. 31. 
Naville, with sufiicient funds at  hand, has, in less 
than two months, ' completed the examination of 
Pithom.' The result has been tlie identification of 
the site, and the determination of some geographical 
and historical problems. Inscriptions in Greeli: and 
Latin prove Pithorn to have been IIero, ' t he  store-
house,' and Heroopolis, ' the store-city.' I f .  Ka- 

Harvsrd university, Cambridge, Mass, 
The chemical laboru ton~ .  -Dnring his journey in 

Europe last year, tile director added very materially 
to the means both of instruction and of research at  
the laboratory. A dynamo-electrical rriachine, mith 
an aclecluate motor, lias been placed in tlie basenlent 
of the bi~ilding. The apparatus required for investi- 
gations in the new branch of the scierlce, called t,her- 
mo-chemistry, has been procured. Several hundred 
valuable specimens have been added. to the mineral 
cabil~et, and placer1 on exhibition in tlie cases ; anrl a 
favorable opportunity enabled the director to procure, 
a t  small cost, several thousand characte18istic ~ n i n -  
eral specinlens for the use of students. I t  has been 
very difficult, hitherlo, to procure suitable specimens 
in sufficient nnliiber and variety for the large class in 
mineralogy; and this want having been thus supplied, 
the laboratory teaching in this subject will be made 
more effective. 

Museum of comparative zoology, Cambridge, Mass, 
The S c h a ~ y  collection of fossils. --The niost valua- 

ble accession rece~ved during the past year is the 
collection of Silurian fossils of Bohemia, brought to- 
gether by the late J. 31. von Schary, which has been 
purchased from his heirs. Tliis collection is of the 
greatest value to American paleontologists, as it ~vill 
give them the means of comparing tlie types of the 
great collections whicli have formed the basis of tlie 
worlrs of Uarrande and of IIall. Some idea of the mag- 
nitude of this collection may be fornied from the fact 
that  it contains over a hundred thousand specimens. 
Of these, probably two-thirds of the collection- no 
less than 1,231 species, representing 157 genera -are 
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The Schary collection, taken in connection with 
those brought together from American localities, now 
makes the museum collsctior~ of paleozoic fossil in- 
vertebrates one of the finest in existence. 

Peabody museum of American archeology, Gsmbridge, Mass, 

Shellheaps on the coast of  Maine. -The material 
obtained during last snmmer's explorations of shell- 
heaps on the Damariscotta River and Sfuscongus 
Sound, is of special interest. At  the heap on Iieene's 
Point, considerable pottery was found, and an  unusual 
number of stone implements. I n  addition to the 
ordinary implements made of bone, a harpoon-point 

ville says, " I t  was liamses 11.wlio was the founder 
of tlie city. H e  built the storehouse and the temple, 
but did not finish wlrat he had begun. In  the line 
of the Dronios we find great b1ocl;s of granite and 
of a hard calcareous stone, which had evidently been 
brought there to nlalre some large tablets or statues, 
which have been left with marks of the sculptor 
only. The temple mas small, and (tlie city being 
chiefly a storehouse and a forlress) had no reason 
to have many works of art." The Egyptian ex-
ploration fu~ ld ,  through the liberality of Sir Erasmns 
Wilson, has reaped tlie reward of employing a cool-
headed Egyptologist of the first rank, and placing 
sufficient funds at  his co~rimand to do his work 
quickly and thoroughly. - ( d c c c d e ~ , ~ y ,Marc11 17.) 
H. 0. [687 

was obtained, having two barbs and a perforal'ion, 
showing that i t  was attacheti to :L shaft by a string. 
I n  another heap, on Hodgdoli7s Island, Mr. Gainage 
found a similar perforated point mith a siiiglc barb. 
These are believed to be tlie first specimens of this 
cliaracterfrom the Atlantic shelllieaps ; and they are of 
special interest, from tlieir close reseniblance to points 
from tlle North-western Coast. Xost of the stone 
irriplemeilts mere rudely chipped forms; but one 
polished stone celt mas found at  some depth in the 
heap a t  Iiee~io's Point. Tliis cleposit consists princi- 
pally of clam-shells; although the valves of oysters, 
qualiaugs, and scallops, were found, as well as the 
shells of Uuccin~ml and Natica. Many broken bones 
of animals were abundant. The most comrrion were 
those of the deer, moose, alld bear; but those of the 
fox, otter, skunli, beaver, seal, and several other spe- 
cies of niammals, are noted ; also the bones of several 
species of large birds, those of a turtle, and several 
species of fishes, as tlie codfish, flonnder, devil-fish, 
and sturgeon. I-Iuman bones Tvere obtained froni a 
shellhea~, on Fort Island: and nortions of a linman 
skeleto~l' dug o ~ l t  of the greah byster-heap a t  New- 
castle were secured. A spear-point of b o ~ ~ e  was found 
by JIr. Phelps, about one foot below the surface, in tlie 
Keene's I'oint heap; and above it, just under the sod, 
he  found an iron point of nearly the same size and 
shape, whicli was probably made out of a piece of 
hoop iron in imitation of the ear l i r~  bone ilnplerne~its. 
An i ~ o n  spear and an  iron axe of very old form were 
also found in the sllells near the surface of the 
deposit, ~vhich,  mith a small clay pipe of a kind made 
in England about the micldle of the se~enteerith cen-
tury, found also by Nr. Plielps ten inches deep in the 
shells, show that this particular deposlt was atldecl to 
by the Indians after contact with the whites, though 
there can be no doubt that  i t  was commenced long 
before that tinie. 

State university of Kansas, Lawrence, 
, yeport Jbr JfcLrch.-The 
rainfall, cloudiness, arid wind-velocitv mere below 
the IIarcli averages. An  occurrence Gnprecedented 
in Kansas was the continuous cloltdiness of the last 
eight days of the month, during seven of which the 
wind did not change from a north-east direction. 

Mean temperature, 40.900, wliich is 0.900 below the 
averace Axarch temperature of tlie fifteen preceding 
years.3 'I'lie highest temperature was G9O. on the 17th 
and 22d; the lowest was l G O ,  on the 19th; monthly 
range, 5 3 O :  mean temperature at  7 n.hr., 34.84O; a t  
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2 r .x,48.M0; at 9 r .x , 40.080. The mercury fell 
below the freezirrg-point on thirteen days. 

The first blossoins of the white llisple (hce r  dasy- 
carpum) were observed on the 1st;  of the white elm 
(Ullnus hmericanas), on the 8 th ;  and of tlie dog- 
tooth violet (Er>tlironium albitluni), on the 23d; 
these dates being corisiderably later than usual. 

Rainfall, i11cl~ltlitlg nieltetl snow, 1.28 inchks, which 
is 0.00 incli below the March average. Xain or snow, 
or both, fell on eight day., on one of xvhich tlie amount 
was too srnall for measilrement. Tlie snow mas at  
no tirue Inore than sufficient to whiten the ground. 
There ~ r a s  one tli~~ntler-shower. The entire rainfall 
for the three ~nolltlis of 1883 now completed has been 
4.32 inches, which is 0.39 inch below the average for 
the calrie period ill tlie past fifteen years. 

hIei~n cloudiness, 4S.92 % of the sky, the month be- 
ing 0.96 % clearer than usual. Number of clear days 
(less than one-third c l o ~ ~ d y ) ,  13; e~llirely clew, 4 ;  
half-clear (frorn one to two thirds cloudy), 8 ;  cloudy 
(more than two-thirds), 10; ctritirely cloutly, 8 :  Tilean 
clou~iine-s at  7 A.M., 49.03 %; at 2 r.i~f.,  a t30.64 %; 
9 P.M., 47.09 %. 

tTTintl:N.E., 30 tilncs; N.TTT., 24 times: S.W., 23 
tirnes; S.E., 7 times; N., 4 tilnc2s; Tv., 3 tirnes; E., 
once; S., once. The entire distance traveliect by the 
wind mas 12,080 miles, wilicli is 2,728 below tlie 
3rarcll average. This gives a mean daily velocity of 
389.68 miles, and a niean hourly velocity of 10.24 
miles. The highest; velocity mas 50 rrliles ari Iio~lr, -
on the 18th. 

Mean lieiglit of barometer, 29.164 inches; a t  7 A.M., 
29.181 inches; at 2 r .x, 29.147 i~iclies; at  9 I,.JI., 
29.164 inclies ; rtiaxi~nuln, 29.774 inches? on the 311; 
miniriinm, 28.630 inclies, on the  18th; range, 1.144 
inclies. 

Ilelative limaidity: nleari for month, 6.5.6; at 7 
A.M , 7.5.4; at 2 I>.X., 49.4; at  9 P.JI., 72.0: greatest, 
100, on tlie 24th; least, 21, on the 17th. There was 
no fog. 

- I t  will be remenibered that the great coniet of 
1882 was first noticed bo railroad enil>loyees i11 the 
Argentine Illepublic, and that Dr. Gould's attention 
was called to it as seen Sept. 6. On Sept. 7 it was 
seen at  the Cape of Good Hope and in Australia; 
and on the l l t h ,  Cruls saw it at  Rio, and cabled its 
discovery. Finally, A. A. Commori of all-T~oi~don 
nonnced its tliscovery in England on Sept. 17. 

By the courtesy of Prof. E. C. Picke~ing of Har- 
vard college observatory, we are alloved to publish 
the follo~ving trailslation of a letter fronl the director 
of the observatory at Cl~apnltepec to  the secretary of 
state anrl interior of Mexico, which sl io~~rs that  the 
comet was seen in Mexico on Sept. 11. 

I have the honor to con~manicate to you, that this (lay, between 
five and six in tile morning, there has been observed a t  this ob- 
servatory, by Felipe Valle, a comet which was seen yesterday 
b y  Francisco Toro,  an employ4 of tlic central mt.teorological 
station. 

T h e  data which Sr. TJaIlc bas been able to collect are the 
following: the approximate position of the comet was 1011. 308. 
rigbt ascension, and 1"151 dtclination south, placing it, conse- 
quently, in the constellatiotl Sextaus Uraniae, a little bclom and 
about half way bct~vcena IIydrae and a Lconis (Regulos), with 
which stars i t  forms a nearly right-angled triangle. I t s  nucleus 

appears as a st;ir of the sccond magnitude, having a strong 
resembltmce to Mars, both on account of its red coior and i ts  
brilliancy. The  nncleus is sepavated entirely from the coma, 
both this aild tlie tail having a trailapareilt yellow color. T h e  
tail is 5" to 6" in lcngtb. The  breadth of tile colna is about I f  3", 
and, of the nucleus, abaot 4011. T h e  tail has sharply defined 
edges, and is straight a t  its origin, but  appears to bend further 
on, with the co i~ves  side towards the zcnith. 'Phe conlet appears 
on the horizon a t  511. 121n., and call be seen b y  the ~ i i ~ k e d  tire up 
to 5h. 4Om.; t11nt is, eight miiiutes before sunrise; but  with the 
telescope of our altazimuth instrument, using ;L magnifying 
po\irer of thirty-nine diameters, it can bc seen even iifteen min- 
utes tifter the sun is up. 

I shall give you information iu  regard to our future observa- 
tions. 

Cllnpultegcc, Selit. 14. 1JS2. 

-The Philosopli~cal society of TVashington, at  its 
lneeting March 24, listened to an account, by Prof. 
J. 1%.Eastman, of the metliocls and success of the 
Florida expetlition for observatiolr of tlie transit of 
Venus, and to an  historical and critical review, by Pro- 
fessor Cleveland Abbe, of methods of deterniitiing the 
telnperature of the air. A con~ninni~at ionfro111 Pro- 
feasur Charles E. hlunroe described a nietliod of 
ascertairiing the specific gravity of solids by means 
of the hydrometer. 
-h matlie~i~atical  so-section of the  PhiiosopKicai 

ciety of TTT:~sliingl,on has been formed. At  the meet- 
ing lieltl Jlarch 29, I'rofessor Asaph Hall mas elected 
chairrna~ifor the year 1883, and Mr. I-lenry Farquliar 
secretaky. Mr. Ales. S.Christie read a paper 011 ' A  
quasi general differentiation,' which was discussed 
by Messrs. C. EI. I<nrmnell and E. 13. Elliott. 

-Mr. Albert E. MenBe has been elected to the pro- 
fessorship of agriculture and agricultural chemistry 
in the Icentncky state college. 

-The Ohio weather bureau has decitled on a set 
of signals wllich will be displayed on the sides of the 
baggage-curs of moving trains. A red sun will indi- 
cate higher temperature; star, stationary; ancl moon, 
lo~ver. A blue sun, general rain or snow; star, local 
rain or snow; and moon, clear or fair weather. These 
signals will be placed, one above the other, on a white 
ground, and will be as large as the space will allow. 
I t  is believed that  they can be distinguished a t  a con- 
siderable distance. 

-The Boston society of natural history has just is- 
sued a list of its officers and members, -the first that  
has bee11 printed for fifteen years. I t  shows tha t  its 
resident mernberslllp has fallen in that  period from 
492 to 422. TTTornen have been admitted to rriember- 
ship, and a new class added of associate members, 
through whicli all must pass on their way to corporate 
membership. I11 tlie same way its list of honorary 
members llas fallen from 31 to 20, and of its corre- 
sponding members from 228 to 109. The latter lists 
have clearly been strengthened by the decrease. 

-A treatise on projections by Dr. Thomas Craig 
has been published by the U. S. coast and geodetic 
survey i ~ i  a quarto volume of 247 pages. 


