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THE PEESEN?' CONDITION OF 

EXPL01iA TION. 


THOSE readers who wish to follow the report8 
wild news of explorations in distant lands iliay 
fincl some assistance in the following conclensecl 
statelllent concerning the more i111l)ortant recent 
exl)eclitions in the ~~llcivilized parts of the worlcl. 
We here note those travellers nllo have lately 
eoinpletecl their field-work, ancl returiiecl home, 
ancl hose narratives are receiitly pablished or 
still awz~ited ; those nho  are still in the fielcl, 
from whorn occasional reports are received, 
often only after a time of trg ing silence ; and 
those who are now planning to enter new 
ground. 

Arctic regions. -The sitnation of ,parties 
In the arctic regions at  the beginning of 1883 
is about as f o l l o ~ ~ s ,  as far as lcnomii. Of the 
Jeamette expedition, the reinaincler of the 
or~ginalparty mere about to begin the hoine- 
ward journey, together with ensign Hunt of 
the Rodgers. A t  last acco~ults they mere en 
route from Irkntslz to Orenbrrrg. Nessrs. 
lIarber and Schutze of the navy were expect-
ed a t  Irlcutslc, in April, mith the remains of 
DeLong aiicl his party, illtencling to start for 
home as soon as the caskets arrived. A bill 
has been introduced into Congress to pension 
Mrs. 1)eLong ; ancl another to indemnify those 
who lost personal effects on the arctic expedi- 
tion of the Rodgers, aiicl to reward the friendly 
natives who preserved the lives of the pnrty 
during the minter after the buridng of the ship. 
Mr. Leigh Sinith of the Eira cxpeclition has 
presented the Geographical society of London 
with £1,000, in recognition of its interest 
in arctic m-orB. The arctic explol*ing vessel 
Dinzfizcc, comiiiandecl by Jicut .  Ilovganrd of 
Kordensliiolcl's party, bound for Cape Chelin- 
skin or Franz Josef Laiicl, was beset in the 
Karn Sea, uear Kara Strait, in the latter 
part of August. Several propositions have 
been made to organize st11 e~peclitioii for the 
pnrpose of commrunicating with her and mith 
the Dutch iiiteinationnl inetcorological party 
on the Vurnn, also iinpeded bg- ice in the s:tme 
vicinity. As nearly as can be jnrlgecl from 
rather conf~rsed telegrams ~~rhichha\ e been 
received, no relief-party has actually been 
organized ; though corresponc1ei~ce between tlie 
Danish anil Dr~tch authorities 11:~s talcen place, 
and the Dni~ish captain Ko~-maiin has visited 
St. Petersburg 011 that business. I t  has been 
reported that Larsscn, oiic of the Jeannette 
survivors, had been engaged to make the at- 
tempt ; and the last iievs apl~ears to be, that 
nomads from the Petschora liver-mouth report 

that the vessel was in good order, and had 
arrived from the coast of Novaia Zeilllia to 
remain for the ~ i i i t e r .  

The situation at the international polar 
stations for siimnltal~eous i~letcorological and 
magi~etic observations mas favorable when last 
heard from, except i l ~  the case of the Novaia 
Zemlia parties. The American station a t  
Lady Franklin Cay, the nlost northern ancl the 
first-establisliecl of all, has not been communi- 
cated with, o ~ i n g  to ice in the northern part 
of Sinith Soulid ; but, being fi~lly provisioned 
ancl equippecl for three ye:trs, the party are be- 
lievecl to be in goocl condition. The German 
station at I<inqava, Cuinberlancl Inlet, was suc- 
cessfully established in tlie autumn of 1882, 
ui~der Dr. T\Tillism Giese. Observations are 
in lwogress at  Godhaah, in West Greenland, 
under Lient. I'aulsen's direction. Dr. Snellerl 
in the Vccrna, mith the Datch expedition which 
aimed at reachii~g Dickson I-Iaren, near the 
inout11 of the yei~isei, reported beset in the 
IZara Sea, near Rara Strait, in the last week 
in August, will cloubtless have establishecl il 

station on the lancl of hTovaia Zeinlia if not re- 
leased by the end of the season. With or near 
thern mas the Danish arctic expedition, on thc 
steanler Dirnfia, commanclecl by Lieut. An- 
dreas I3ovgaard, lnei~tionecl above. The Aus- 
trian expedition, commanded by Lieut. E. v. 
TVohlgemuth, succeeded in establishing its sta- 
tion by Aug. 1 5 ,  on the island of Jail nIayen, 
in a ravine on the sonthern slope of the Vo- 
gelberg, nainecl TJTilczek valley, after the pro- 
inoter of the expeclition. 'I'he latest data from 
the Ilussian espcclition to make a station at  
tlie month of the J,cna was, tliat all was pro-
gressing favorably, ancl that the party, uiider 
the conlmaiid of Lieut. Juergens, hecl reached 
its clestinatioii. Of the subsidiary station, pro- 
jected by the imperial geographical society at  
IXoller Bay, rmder the direction of Lieut. An- 
drkieff, no positive nevs has been received 
here ; but i t  is aiserled tliat they had reached 
and mould winter in Novaia Zeinlia. The Fin- 
i~isll station on the sllorc>s of the White Sea 
hcgan operations Aug, 12. nIahlenberg, wit11 
the S ~ ~ e d i s h  espcclition, were safely established 
at l b - d e  I3ay, Spitzbergen ; while tlie obser- 
rations of' Stccn. a t  Boseliop, near the North 
Cape of Norlvay, hare been going 011 quietly 
for some time. Capt. Dnwsoa with his party 
were well on their n ny to~rr:xid Fort Eae, in the 
Huilson Bay Icrritorg, when last heard from. 
The exact locality Elnnlly dccicleil npon by the 
huglo-(>anaclian party is not get knon-11. The 
U. S. party at U'gla-itmi, near Point Barrow, 
Alaslia, nere visitrd and recruited during the 
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summer, and the first yeai's ~bse~vn t ionsare 
already in the computer's hands;  while the 
simultaneons observations by self-registering 
instruments under the direction of A h .  l larcus 
Baker of the U .  S. coast-survey, at  Los An- 
geles, Cal., are progressing farorably, and will 
be steadily maintained. Of the proposed sub- 
ordinate sti~tioiis at  Yolk Factory ancl in Lab- 
rador, no recent information is at hand, though 
Dr. Siocli, chargcd vi th  organizing the latter, 
is stated to have reached Lab~sador in August. 

I n  the antarctic, parties are believed to be 
alreacly a t  worli on Sonth Georgia and the 
Falkland Islands; bat details in regard to 
these stations are not yet received. The French 
station at  Orange Bay, ti err:^ clel Fuego, made 
a successful beginning of operations Sept. 6. 

Alaskn. --Little was cloiitg in Alaska a t  
latest advices. A prospector namecl Bennett, 
with a small well-armed party provisioi~ecl for 
fifteen months, had entered the valley of tlle 
Atna or Copper river to search for ntincrals. 
Edward Schieffelin, with his party and steani- 
la~mch, reached the junction of the ynlion ancl 
Tananah rivers during the summer, and were 
reported in good condition and spirits, intend- 
ing to ascend the Tananah and search for golcl. 

tier. I n  the valley of the Amazon, E. Fayer, 
brother of the Arctic explorer, was lnst re-
po'tecl on the lZio Negro, aiming for the Ori- 
noco. J. B. 3Iinchiii has executed surveys of 
the Andean tableland soutli of Lake Titicacs 
for the Bo l i~ ian  government, of rrhich some 
acconnt has been published ; and J. Ball has 
followed TIrltyinper in visiting the Andes for 
monntaineering. Dr. Creva~lx, who left Uue- 
nos Aires NOT. 20, 1881,to ascend the Rio 
Pilcomayo, nras liilled there by the lnclians in 
April of last year ; bnt little has been leariled 
of his expedition, ancl Pontana left Buenos 
Aires July 4, to search for the remains of the 
unfort~uiate party. I t  is reported that Lieut. 
Guierre, of the French marine, has unclertakei~ 
a similar expedition. R. Lista, already suc-
cessful in Patagoninn exploration, is engaged 
on a journey from Uahia Blanca ~vestvard to 
the Antles, thence south~vard to P ~ l n t a  Arenas 

After the ordinaly means of co~nm~lnication 
were closed for the season, it appears t l ~ a t  
discoveries of s~lcll importance mere macle that 
i t  justified tlle expedition of a special courier 
o~rerland to carry the news to others interested 
in the venture. The route and details of the 
j o u r n e ~are not stated ; but a letter, apparently 
autltentic, and stated to have been so sent, has 
been l)ublisl~ecl in the Californian papers, indi- 
cating that they hacl fonnd very rich placers. 

The U. S. coast-survey steamer Hassler has 
arrived in San Francisco, after six months' 
work in Alaska, having made important sur-
veys, and is expected to return to the field in 
April. Valuable collections mere macle for the 
national museum (luring the voyage. l l i ~ i e r s  
whose rno~rements are not made public are 
pushing lsrivate explorations in many parts of 
the territory. Froin the sinall nliniitp-camp 
of Juneau, the express co~npanies note the re- 
ceipt of $240,000 in gold-dust in 1882, against 
$13,000 in 1881. Capital, which alone can 
test the perlnaitent valtie of these discoveries, 
patiently vaits  for the long-deferred extension 
of lam and authority over the country by 
Congress. 

Soutlh America. -The interior of British 
Guiana lias lately been visited by IS. 1Vltitel~-, 
who passed near the celebrated mountain Ro- 
ra ima;  and by A l .  McTurk, who travellecl 1111 
the  Cuyuni river toward tlie Venezuelan fron- 

on the Straits of &lagellan ; ancl a gorernntent 
colltrnission is occupied with the survey of 
northern Patagonia, to parcel the land for sale 
to colonists. Lieut. Bove of the Italian an-
tarctic expedition was nrrecliecl on Tierra del 
Fuego 3lay 31 ; his vessel was lost, but the 
members of the party were rescued by an Eng- 
lish vessel. The German south polar expecli- 
tion was safely left on South Georgia Seyt. 3 : 
and the French expedition arrived at Tierra 
del Fuego on Sept. 6. The several astronomi- 
cal parties sent to southern South America to 
observe the transit of Venus will probably 
return with new geographic observations a s  
well ; Steinmann, of one of the German par- 
ties. intends maliing an extended tonr through 
Chili and Bolivia before corning back. 

Asia. -The Russians conti~lue an active 
exploration of their vast dominions. Besides 
extended surveys in tlle better-linown parts 
of their country, Elisseieff has been examining 
Russian laplantl, Ivauitzky lias been sent t o  
the Petchora, nlalakoff to the Ural, and Walter 
to Eastern Russia ; Poliakoff has recently re- 
turned from the island Salihalin, and Regel is 
still in the Pamir;  surveys are carried on in 
Caucasia, and along the Persian boundary, 
where Lessar's recent studies have received 
much attention. I t  is proposed to send Preie- 
valski, who has so successfully penetrated cen-
tral Asin, b3ck to tlie Tian Shan in March, to  
stud.  its reportecl volcanic districts. Capus 
and Uonvalot, leaders of a French scientific 
party, have returned from Bokllara; and 
O'Donoran, an English correspondeat, has 
come safe11 o ~ l t  of 3Irrv with an interesting 
experience. Exploration in Asia Minor is 
largely archeological, and engages IIumann, 



Hirsclifeldt, Fester, and P~~chs te in ,  w11o are 
aiclecl by f~liids fro111 Berlin, and Clarke, of our 
own Assos esl)eclitioii ; and parties froni Vienna 
ancl froin I3ngland vilL probt~hly soon take tlze 
fielil, the latter ~uncler Coilcler to be fitted o r~ t  by 
the B~ i t i sh  association for a sturvey of eastern 
Palestine. S. Langer, a yonug German, milo 
had for some tinle been stocljing Aiabic in 
~~repa ia t ionfor nil inland journey, mtis killecl 
in southe111 Arabia last J ~ u i ~ e .  

Colqr~honn ancl Wahab have safely linislled t~ 
j o u r n e  across co~uitry from Callton to ltan-
goon, here they arrived last J u 1 ~ -; the latter 
unhappily died on his way to England. The 
French are sencliug nlany pnrties into 111~10- 
China, a fielcl that fern other nations ntten~pt ; 
Garanger llns gone to upper Burma ; Villeroi 
d'Augis has returnecl from Tonquin, bot his 
coml~nnion, Courtin, died in the interiol ; Har-
mancl has eiiterecl Siam ; NQis, Ayinonnier, 
Septa~is and Aloiidon, ancl Gnutier, have gone 
to  Cainbodia ancl Cocliiii China, the lntter ex-
pecting to nlnlre an esteiicled journey. C. 
Bock, lriiomii for llis t r a ~ e l s  in Borneo, re-
t~~rneclto 13angliok froni a trip in ul?l?cr Siam 
last June. Riebcck hacl a successful cthnolo- 
gic:il tour i11 northern In~ l i a ,  aiicl has gone to 
13atavia; he mill return to Europe by way of 
this co~uiitrj-. 

Afiicn receives the lion's share of ~noderii 
exploration, and larcyely ~ ~ ~ i t l i  Tiem to  corn-a 
~ncrcialadvantage. 'rile Frciicll continue their 
energetic work iu Senegambia. Col. Uergnis- 
l)esbordes, 1~110 \ras last year in coinoinnd of 
a French governinent party on the upper Sene- 
gal, is to return with a strong force to the 
country between the Scneg:~l ancl the Kiger. 
A large railwaj~ corps under Jz~cqnier w ill follow 
him. Dr. Bayol left Bordeaux last October 
for the Futa-Djallon highlaiiils, and C:lqucrenn 
wns receiitly preparing a st~ieiitiiic aiicl coin- 
mercial especlition for the same regioll. Capt. 
Burton and commander Caincron retarneel last 
summer f'rom the Golcl Coast, nrherc they liad 
been to loolir into the chalices of niining. A 
12nssian expedition untler Itogo~inslii,  :~nd a11 
Italian noder Bia~lclli ancl Lic:~ta, 11:~~e heen 
plaunetl to enter the counlrv a t  the 1:ight of 
Binfra. The lntter n-ill be abseut several 
years, intencling to cross the continent, passing 
tlirougll the 11ilkno~~n the Kon- regioll l~e t \~c . cn  
go, tile 13~iirle, and L:~lce 'l'ihh:rd, ant1 fiilnlly 
reac'riiug h1,yssinia. No full report has yet 
been matle on a siinilnr lo112 journey, hnt in 
the opposite iIirc.ction, l.)y AIatl~~acciancl 31n3- 
snri, oil tllc retmn fioin ~vliic*li the for1ni.r 1u1- 
fortunatc~ly clietl in Loncloll, August, 1881. 
Savorg~inil cle Br:izza and btaiiley l1:~ve re- 

turnccl from their expeditions on the lover 
JZongo; Brazza reaching Europe last June,  
and Stnnley in October. They haye uiihnppily 
come back vith little gooil-mill for each other ; 
anti it rno~~ld seem froin the reports of' tlieir 
jo1uneys, so far as yet published, lllat Brazza 
has been over-ambitio~~s Bothin liis clcsigus. 
are to return for fnrther exp1or:ttion. I11 ad-
dition to tlle tr3(1ing-statioiis planted on tile 
lower ICongo, several iiiissions have estab-
lislleq themselves there, and will probably 
contribote to our lriionledge of the geography 
of the region. Bentleg., Comber, ailcl Greirfell, 
of the Baptist missionary society, have reached 
l\lanyanga anil Stanley Pool ; Clarke, Riclialds, 
Iiigham, aud Siins, of the Livingstoii (I<oiigo) 
mission, are establisheti a t  Stanley Pool, aild 
have tmo small steamboats for journeys up the 
river; L .  Petit,  a natr~ralist mlio has been 
along the Loango coast, is going u p  the IZongo ; 
ancl Cnmbier, of the Iiiternational -4fricaii 
associntioii, left Zanzibar last i\Iay, ~ ~ i t h  two 
hundred Inen, for the Kongo vici the C q e .  

Froin the Egyptian Suclaa, Emin-Bey ancl 
Lupton - Bey report on their e~plorations.  
Among the Italian explorers are Cecchi, lately 
retnrnecl from souther11 Abyssii~ia ; Couiit An- 
tonelli, n-ho was to begin his work a t  the Ital- 
iaii colony Assab, on the Becl Sea ; P. Sacconi, 
to establish a tra~liiig-station a t  Harar, sonth- 
west of the lzcac3 of the Gulf' of Aden ; ancl 
Cnpt. Casati, whoin Dr. Junker has met on 
the Uelle. The latter is slill in this little-known 
region, atte~nptiiig to sol\-e the prohlein of its 
clraiuage. The Gerinau African association 
a t  present lias sercrnl exploring parties a t  
vorli : Flegcl, aillliilg a t  Aclainana, with hope of 
reachins the anlrnomn c30iultry beyond between 
the Bcnue, Shnri, and Rongo ; Pogge and 
JVissmann, ~yho  entered fro111 the west coast, 
ancl rcacllecl the nppcr waters of the ICongo, 
here they p:irteil, -Pogge to return nTcst- 

and \Viss~li:lnn to go on eastward to 
Zanzibar, vliere he si~fely arrived last Xovem- 
ber ; awl Stccker, who Ilnd been ~ ~ i t l l  Eolilf's 
in Abyssinia about Lake 'Tana, and n-110 then 
atteinptecl to go 5onthward through tlie Galla 
1:inrls to thc coast. There is :ilso a Gerniaiz 
erlxxlitioa ~ 1 1 i d ~ r  13i)llln, lcniier, anil lteichnril, 
at lialcoiila in LJgonda, and a Gelginn station 
a t  liarema, nheie ht?rrr~s lias gone to relicye 
Becker ; Dr. G. -4. Fiscl~er mas to enter east- 
ern Africa from Pi~npnni last NOTembcr, n i th  
:~u  e~pzdit ioi i  fittecl out 1)y tlie 1Iambni.g geo- 
pl.apliicn1 socic,tj ; Ile l l o l ~ s  to rc:rch Victoria 
NJ nnza, anii the11 turn northwnrcl. The appro- 
priation of 100,000 mai31is by the German 
Reichstz~g for African csploratioll is recently 
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ai~nonncecl. J .  &I.Scllutrer is sonth-west of As  tlre reports and results of these T arious 
Abyssinia, about the head-mnters of the E l~ ie  explolers are published, it is our hope to 
Nile. Aubrey and IIamon. R6voil and Soleil- preseilt an outline of them to the reaclers of 
let, are French evplorers morli-ing inward from Scrls~cr.  
the Red Sea. 

English exploration in the lalie region is to TILT Tt%A TIgEIl IN IIECE&fBER, 1852. 

be rene~red under Josepll Thomson, mho is TIIEmonthly weather-reviem of the U. S. 
sent by the Ztoyal geogrnpllical society to es-  signal-service for December, 1882, shows that 
plore Mounts Kenin ancl IZili~naaclj:~ro ailcl the tlle meteorology of the rnontll mas of uausnal 
country beyoncl them. 11. E. O'Neill, S3ritish interest. Tlie following inay be lnentioiled as 
consnl at  &lozan~l~iqne, the proillinent chnri~cleristics :-has lately ~~ndrrtalren 
scveral inland expeditions. ancl will be proba- 
bly hearcl Doin again. Jolinsoit. of tlie Ui~iver- 
sities mission, has recently sllonii that tlie 
Ladjencle branch of the SZovurna heads in :I lake 
sn~posedto correspond to Liringston's Shirwa. 
Many other n~issions hit^ e stations in the lake 
region. James Sten art has been sent to con-
struct a road hetn~eeiz Lakes Nyassa ancl Tan- 
ganyika. B e  had a steamer on the former, and 
has executed tz surrey or  it. 

A. Raffray, who llad explored part of Abys- 
sinia while French consnl at  Massnua, has been 
sent as consul to Taillatare on the eastern 
coast of ;\laclagascar, where he mill probably 
co~lt in~lehis geographic studies ; l'aiva cle 
ilnclracla, with a company of experts, has 
examii:etl thc mincral riches of the lower 
Za~nbesi, but 110 fnll r e p r t s  are yet nlacle pub- 
lic ; Girand left &I,zrseilles for Zanzibar last 
July, lloping to penetrate to Bangweolo lake 
and then west to the Atlantic; Cartloso and 
Fmnco left Mozambique in September last, to 
enter Umzeila's country: and Dr. Holub in- 
tends to return to south Africa early this year, 
preparecl for a journe;v from the Cape to the 
Zanthesi. 

Al~stralasia.-The government of TJTest 
Australia has sent xi1 especlitioii, under J. 
Forrest, to the north-western coast to inc,titute 
s t~ r~ ' eys ,as he had fomlcl valuable agricnltural 
lancls there in a preiions trip. i\Iicllluclto-Mac-
lay, nho  has spent a year in Europe after his 
long stay in Kem Guinea, returns to Syclney to 
continne zoijlogical sturlicc; there. While in 
Eurol?c, he reccirecl £2.200 from the eltiperor 
of Rnssia towarcl the publicatioil of his p r c ~  ions 
explorations. Last AIarcll the Itev. TI-. S. 
Green accomplished tile ascent of IIonnt Cook, 
the higliest of the Nem Zealand Alps, with 
the aicl of two S ~ r i s s  guides. toIIe p ~ o p o i c ~ l  
attempt a in RC>TTsirnilnr e ~ c m s i o ~ r  Guinea. 
Dr.  Finch has returned froin ethnological 
studies in Australasia and Oceanica. Sclia-
denherg, Meyer, ancl Landau hare hecn in the 
Pi-~ilippines; and the latter goes to Jaljan. H. 
de  Vksine. Lnruc, and 31. Geny l ~ n v cunder-
taken an expedition in Sumatra. 

The temperature was i~elow the mean in all 
clistricts east of the Rocky illountains, except 
in tlic lower Missouri valley, and above the 
mean from tliese nlountains to the Pacific. 
The lowest temperature notecl was - SSO, in 
Dakota;  and the highest, 9S0, in Arizona. 
The cold was uiiosaal in the southern states, 
there Iteilig frosts as far south as central Plor- 
ida. The special frost warnings >yere of great 
valrre to the sugar and fruit growers in this 
sectioa. 

The rainfall reports, which were receired 
from over fire linndrecl stations, shorn in gen- 
eral a deficiericy ; but there mas a rrlarlied ex-
cess in the ilorthern Pacific district, cat~sing 
floods in Oregon ni~cl Washington Territory. 
Snow in CaliSoriiia, on the l&h, causing con- 
siderable clamage to the evergreen foliage, mas 
the special feature of the precipitation record. 

Tlie arerage pressure was norrnal; but the 
clepressions, as is nsnal in December, were 
well marked, ten being charted. Of these, one 
was observed from the Pacific to the Atlantic, 
and across the ocean to the English coast ; one 
mas formed by the union of two centres ; while 
two presented the ulias~ial phenomenon of sep- 
arating eacll into two elistinct centres, which 
aftern-arcls re-united. Five of the ilepressions 
purscecl ail easterly track, and four a north-
easterly. Four of the areas were traced com-
pletely across the Atlantic. 

The wind velocities were often high; the 
grcatest recorclecl being 11G lniles an hour. a t  
i\Iount TTTashington. Velocities of 70 milcs 
n-erc iioted on the coast of Korth Carolilia. 
The following ' total morements of the wind ' 
in lniles rlcserve note : 3Io~rllt TVashinglon, 
23,411 ; Cape May, 12,901 ; Pilie's l'ealr, 
12,548: IIatteras, 12,279. Tile velocities a t  
&Io~xntTJrashington iiirarinbly exceed those of 
any other station, month after month ; while 
those at  Pike's Peak are smaller, though the 
elevation of the station is ntore than twice as 
prcat. I n  this n~ontll the ~elocit j-  at  Cape 
May, on the coast, exceeclecl that at l'ilie's 
Pealr, over 14,000 feet in altitude. 

Auroras were frequently noted, but none 


