
agricultural colleges and societies, and of the general 
subject of agricriltural educat,ion. Papers were read 
by Dr. 0. C. Abbott of Michigan, Nr. Augustine 
Smith, Hon. Jno. A. Ring, I'rof. J. A. Holnles of 
Noltli Carolina, and Hon. D. W. Ailren of South 
Carolina. 

A r ~ i n ~ a lindustries mere discnssed on Jan. 2.5, 26, 
and 27;  and papers were presented by Mr. R. Balier of 
Ollio, Dr. James Law of New Yorli, Mr. R. V. Gaines 
of Virginia, Xr.  T. D. Curtis of New York, Mr. H. 
B. Guiler of Illinois, Rlr. Ezra Stetson of Illinois, 
Prof. Wesley Webb of Delaware, and Dr. M. G. Ell- 
zey of Virginia. Rf,uch iritel.est Tas  manifested in  
both of these sessions, and tlre general discussions 
were animated and interesting. On the 20th, tlie 
last day, and the one set apart for the consideration 
of the cotton inilustries, there mas a decided falling- 
off in attendance; many of the delegates having left 
for home Saturday night: the 27th. 

These conventions which Dr. Loring has called 
together, and which he inaugurated a year ago, have 
been productive of much good in bringing represen- 
tative agricultl~rists into closer relations with the de- 
partment. Thcy indicate l l ~ e  clesire of the commis- 
sioner to study the wishes and opinions of tlie people 
i n  the ~nanagelnent of the department, arid thus to  
increase its usefnlness. 

-Advices received from the U. S. consut a t  >Ion- 
tcvideo, tllrongh the Department of state, show a n  
alarming condition of affairs in parts of Uru-
guay from the ravages of clestr~ictive locusts. For-
eign countries freqi~ently apply through the state 
department for copies of tlie two report,s of the 
U. S. entornological commission on the Rocky-
&-fountain locust; and it may be well to annonnce 
tha t  they mere published uiiiler the interior depart- 
ment, and arc bot.11 ont of print. Tlie agricultural 
report for lS i7  contains a conder~sed account of the 
more practical cliapters by Profes~or  Riley, and this 
may yet be obtained of the comniissioner. 

-The agricnltiiral comn~ittee of the Iionse has 
agreed to report favorably a bill introd~~cecl by AIr. 
Anderson of Iinnsas, n~liich emporvers the President 
to  appoint nine commissioners vi,liose duty it sllall be 
t o  investigate thoroughly tile movements of agrici~l- 
tural products f ~ o i n  points of p~~ocluctiomto their 
final markets, t,he actual cost to tile common carrier 
and his profits, and all matters wl~ich  practically 
affect the difference betn-cen the prices received by 
the  prodncer and those paid by the consumer. 

- In  Sa1risbut.y7s translation (1). 79) of Dialogue 
first of Galileo on 'His  Systenie of tlie iVorld,' 
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the experiment thereof, and tha t  it did suffice me to  
make it, I being in one chamber, anil he  in the next, 
he  ariswerecl me that  in so small a distance one could 
not so well perceive the operation; whereupon I 
turned him going, teili~ig hirn tha t  I hacl no mind a t  
that  time to  talie a journey unto Grand Cairo, or to 
RIuscovy, but that if he  would go himself, I would 
perforn~ the other part, staying in Venice." 
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needles, with one titat should be two or tllree thon- Williams, W 1f:ltthieo. Scicl:cc ill short  chapters. N.P., 
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