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The work is rather an  elaborate study of some well- 
known but badly recorded myths. The myt l~ r  discov-
ered among savage and barbaric peoples, and told by 
untrained anthropologists, have as little value for tlie 
science of anthropology as the stories told by unsci- 
entific travellers concerning wonderful animals have 
for zo6logy. I n  every Indian village of North Amer- 
ica, civilized or uncivilized, the myths of the ancieilt 
days aye yet told; and the science of North-American 
mythology cannot be given to the world until thon- 
sands of myths now current are collected by trained 
men. -J. w. I'. [282 

Mortuary customs. -Several curious survivalr 
in different departments of France noted; among 
them, beehives put in mourning with black cloth, on 
the  death of the proprietor, to prevent flight of the 
bees after tlie soul. -(Bull .  soc, a?ztl~rop. Paris, 
April-July, 1832.) J .  W.p. [283 

Cranial deformation. -I n  the collection of crania 
by 31. Xarclie, from the Philippine islands, a large 
proportion exhibited an  occipito-frontal coml?ression, 
described by X. Topinard to be nearly identical with 

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. 

Bureau of weights and measures, 
Distribution of sta?zclarcls. -Under the provisions 

of a joint resolution of tlie two houses of congress, 
approved March 3, 1881, there are noxv preparing In 
the Bureau of weights and measures, a t  Washington, 
sets of customary English sta~idards, for distribution 
to the governors of the various states, for the use of 
the agricultural colleges throughout the country. 
One set is to be sent to each state. I n  cases where 
there are two or more agricultural colleges i n  one 
state, the question of assignment is left with the 
governor. Each set consists of a yard-scale divided 
to tenths of inches; weights, twenty-six in number, 
ranging from twenty-five pounds to one grain; liquid 
measures from a gallon to a pint; and dry measures 
from a half-bushel to a quart. Tliese are closely ad- 
justed to the standards, and with each set will be sent 
a table of the very small residual errors shown to 
exist by the final comparisons. The adjustment of 
these weights and measlires is 1 1 o ~  so nearly eom- 
pleted that notifications have been sent to the goa- 
ernors of most of tlie states, and the distribution will 
begin in a few weelrs. These standards will serve an 
important use i n  educating students to ideas of accu- 
racy ill this most important matter. The general 
qovernment has already supplied to each of the states, 
for nse as state standards, full sets of English weights 
arid measures, and also balances. Upon the passage 
ill July, 1866, of the act legalizing the metric systern 
in  the United States, tbe general government also 
furnished to each state complete sets of metric 
xveights and measures. Tliese sets are kept at  the 
respective seats of go~~ernment ,  and are available for 
the verification of the standards used by the county 
or town sealers of weights and nleasnres. Being all 
carefully adjusted to a common standard, their use 
will procure practical uniformity in xveights and 
measures throughout the country. 

Geological survey. 
Topogruphicnl work. -Congress having autllorized 

the extension of the work of the geological survey 
illto the older states, topographical xvork, preparatory 

the results of the cranial compression of the Peruvians 
and Chinooks. - (Bull .  soc. anthrop. Paris, April-
July, 1882.) J. w. P. 

Brain-weight tables from Cochin China.-A 
contribation of 51.Nels is described by 11.Topinard 
as the most important yet received regarding the 
cranial capacity of the 'yellow race,' showing a near 
approach to Europeans, and marked separation from 
negroes, in this respect. - (Rzcll. soc. n~zthrop. Paris, 
Aprll-Jnly, 16S2.) J .  w. P. [285 

The nur-aghes of Sardinia.-Dr. d'Hercourt 
described the ancient stone-wollis, or nur-aghes, of 
Sardinia, and contended that the object of their con- 
struction mas for places of refuge for Inan and beast 
against sudden attack, and also to serve as signal-
stations. -(Bull .  soc. anthrop. Paris, April-July, 
1882.) J. w. P. [286 

Races in Cochin China. -11.de Claubry presents 
the characteristics of the RIalabars, Xalays, Cambo- 
dians, Chinese, and Anamites, the last named being 
the most interesting. -(Bull .  soc. nnthrop. Paris, 
April-July, 1882.) J .  w.P. [287 
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to geological study, was commenced in the  southern 
Appalacllian region shortly after the adjournment of 
congress last August. A divisiou, consisting of one 
party for carrying on triangulatiori, and three for 
topography, was organized at  B~,istol, Tenn. Trian-
gulation xvas extended north-west-ward from the Coast 
Survey belt along the Blue Ridge, the line ' Benn 
ICnob to Poore's Knob,' as determined by the Coast 
and geodetic survey, serving as a base. About 5,000 
0 miles only were surveyed, as the season for field- 
work was short, and the weather very u~ipropitious. 
The area surveyed includes portions of the high 
n~ountain region of east Tennessee, western h'orth 
Carolina, south-western Vireinia, and eastern Ken- - ,
tucky. 

For tlie purpose of testing thoroughly the practical 
value of Mr. G. K. Gilbert's method of reducing 
barometric observations, four barometric stations 
were established about and on the summit of Roan 
&It.,N.C., at  elevations ranging from 2,000 to 6,300 
feet, and connected xvith one another by level lines. 

Besides the work of this division, geographic work 
was carried on in northern California, ioolring towards 
mapping the Cascade range, with a view of studying 
its volcanic phenomena. 

Another geographic division continued the xvork in  
western New hlexico, commenced the previous year; 
while a fourth division colnlnerlced work in southern 
Nontana, near Bozeman. 

Besides tliese four divisions engaged upon general 
geographic work, a number of parties were engaged 
upon special and more detailed surveys. Among 
these surveys may be mentioned that of the quiclr- 
silver mining-districts of California, of the Silver 
cliff and other mining-districts of Colorado, and tlie 
surveys for tracing out the shore-lines of the fossil 
lakes of western Nevada and Oregon. 

National museum, 
Telegral~Mc an>zou?zcernent of the stranding of large 

m a ~ i n ea?~imals.-A short time ago the men at the 
different life-saving stations along the entire coast 
were instructed by Supt. Kimball to  telegraph to 
Washington the  stranding of any large marine ani- 
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mal, immediately upon its occurrence. The first 
fruit  of this exceller~t system, in the form of a highly 
interesting sharl<, arrived at  the Sniithsonian Insti- 
tution on the 14th inst., from An~agansetb, Long 
Island. To  indicate the irnportance which tltis new 
departure seems liliely a t  once 1.0 assume, i t  inay be 
stated that  this first specimen, having been esarn-
ined by Dr. T. H. Bean, curator of t l ~ e  departnient 
of fishes, proves to be a species of Pseudotriacis, a 
genus of whicli no representative has been hitherto 
recorded as occurring in the western Atlantic. The 
species, P, microdon, to ~vhich  the An~agansett shark 
belongs, was made known in 1867, by Capello, from 
the  coast of Portugal. 

Bureau of Ethnologyo 
CLIP' dzoellings in the  Cuilon de CJzil1y.-The eth-

nologic and arclieolopic rese:~rches that  were begun 
a few years ago in the north-!vest were co~~ t inued  
during the present season in that  region lino~vn as 
tlie San Juan, principally in tlie cafions formed by 
the drainage of that river and its tributarics. Tlie 
examina.tions of ruins were conducted in Canon tle 
Chilly and some of its principal side caiions, by Col. 
James Stevenson; and sonie important and interest- 
ing discoveries and collections were inatle. About 
forty-five ruined villages and ilwellings were visited, 
malty of which were carefully exploi.etl. Several of 
the ]nore important villages were survcyecl, ancl care- 
ful  measurements talicn, from which to constrt~ct 
models. About one-fourth of the number of ruins 
observed in these cafions mere sit~lated so l~igli up 
in the sides of t.he cliff n~alls as to be inaccessible. 
Those, however, from which the finest spc:cin~ens 
were obtained, and whicli presented the most novel 
features of at'cl~itecture, were reached. One village, 
in this connectiori, is worthy of special mention. I t  
is  loratetl in a side cafion of the de Chilly, about 
twelve iniles from its j ~ ~ n c t i o n  wit,li the n~airr valley. 
Thc ruins occupy a space of about 000 feet irl lengt,h 
by .i averape width of 12.5 feet. I t  is located iii a 
la]., : cave-like oi~eiling, whose arch circles over the  
vill, ge to a height of about 200 feet. Some of tlie 
hoi:sei have tumblecl completely do~irn; others are in 
a partial state of preservation; and a few art? so urcll 
preserved as to present the ~vllole plan of arcllitec- 
t u r d  design? as well as all the details of the !nasonry. 
This tlwrollil~g showed, t-hat, wherever iml~len~ents 
were used in its construction, tlicy mere nintle of 
stone: and no evidetice appcaretl that the inli:tbita~lts 
liacl any I<no\vletlge of n~etzrl. The inlplernents were 
all ei t l~er of bone, stone, or wood. 

At  intervals arrioltg the ruins stood the malls of 
four e s t~~fas ,  toin a stifficient state of preservation 
enable one to define vclry closely the character of tlie 
original strc~cture. These were c i rc~~lar ,  but varied 
quite esscnt,iitlly from estnfas of tile present clay. 
The interior of one of these has a wide band, laid on 
in b~.igllt, durable colors, rnrining entirely arou~id  
the st~.uctnre, reseml~ling a Grer:li fret,. with narrow 
bands nl~ove 811d below, :ind wit,ll the interior ,-paces 
filled ~vit,h ci~rioas artistic tlesiglis. The \rails in the 
rear of the 1 . i1 i i1~  are litcrallv covered with pictnre- 
writing, mi l  in every convenient spot may be seen 
sniall cup-like cavities produced. by sharpening s to~lc  
i~nplernrnts. 

1 1 1  front of tho village mas found a bi~rial  cist, or 
artificially constructed oven-shapcd pen, in w1iicll-vr7ere 
foi~nilthe reri~ains of fo~ i r  hinnan slieletol~s. The -...-~~ -

manner and ca1.e n~:~nifest,erl in the burial of these 
dead m : ~ ybe taken aq a type of the burial-cl~stoms of 
tlie cliE-tlrvellers. This cist, or oven, was composed 
of small logs, stones, and plaster. The dianieter of 
the  urn a t  the bottom is about fourfeet, closing toward 

the top in the shape o i  a dome. The logs were laid 
one 011 the top of the other, earth tl~ronril up around 
t l ~ e  outside, and the interior heavily coatetl with 
plaster. The skeletons were doubled up lilie mum- 
mies, though buried witllout being wrapped in cloth 
or clotliing of any liiiiil. These slteietoiis were se-
cured, and brought to the National n l a~eum.  Among 
the  debris of tlicse sanie r~riils were fonnd many ob- 
jects of dress and clothing, several Iiitids of mocca-
sons or snndals, showing fine wo~~ltma~isliip and sltill 
it1 weaving, and rnatly other objects illustrative of 
tlie art, manners, and custo~ns of the cliE-dwellers; 
a full account of which will appear in Major l'owell's 
ofiicial report fro111 the bul.eau. 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS. 


Harvard college observatory, 
Transmission of asl.,onomicczl intelligence. -An 

association of about fifty Iq:~iropeart observatories has 
recently been formed for this pn r~ose .  with its head- 
quarters a t  t,lte 1:oyal observatory, Iciel, Germany, 
directed by Prof. ICrrieger, who llns tal;en charge of 
tlie business of tlie association. Connections by cable 
have been established with South America, South 
Africa, and Anst~,alia; and the observa.tory has been 
requested to co-operate with it,, in tlie United States, 
by receiving and distributing in this country the tele- 
grapllic information sent from ICiel? and by forward- 
ing to ICiel by telegraph any siniiliar infornlation of 
irrlportance collected from An~orican astronomers. 
By the courtesy of Prof. 12aird, secretarv of the 
Smithsonian institution, tlle function llitlierto per- 
formed by the institution, of collecting and trans- 
mitting announcerrients of discovery, has heen trans- 
ferred to the Harvard colleqe observatory. 

The irnportance of the work thus hegnn requires 
that a special officer of the observatory sl~oul(l be in- 
trusted with it. Rlr. John Ritchie, jun., has accord- 
ingly been appointed assistant in cliarge of this 
scl,vlce, and the tlctails of tlie prol?osed system are 
explained by him in a circular, which niay be had on 
application. 

Amtlrican astronomers are requested to send to the 
"Ilarvaril college observatory, Can~bridge, Massa- 
chusetts," telegrapllic ir~for.mation of tliscoveries of 
comets, asteroids, or plieno~nena of any liintl recjuir- 
ing ioimetliate ittterltion. iirrarlgements will be niacle 
to ref1111d the cost of such telegr:~ins to tlie senclcrs 
mlien their contents are of irnportance. I t  is very 
desirable that the messxges si~oulcl c o ~ ~ f o r m  t,heto 
pri~iciples st;kted i l l  Mr. I-titcliitr's circular. 

It is intended that the clistribntion of information 
in this countl'y sl~all  be of s ~ ~ c l i  nnt11re as to be pro- 
dnctive of the gl'eatest possible benefit,, and will be 
of tlie bl,oadest possible character. Discoveries, 
wl~etlier by Alnerican astro~ioniers or by foreigners, 
will be circulated t11rouc.h the associated news coin-
pa~iies, by special cit.c~ilars of the Science observer, 
and by special telegranis. 

11'0TEs A N D  NEWS. 
-The Xational acaderny of sciences a t  its last 

meeting appointed a committee, of which Prof. C'. A. 
Young is chairnian, and Prof. J. 11. C. Colf i~~ secre-
tary, to arrange plans for observing the total cclipse 
of the stln of May 6 next. This eclipse is of nnusnal 
importance, as tlie duiation of totality a t  its maxi- 
mum value is 5 m. 65 sec. Cnfortunately, tlie path 
of the shadow lies wholly in the Pacific Ocean, ,$11t3 


