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to them; and I have called down the wrath of the i~~hal i i tn t~ ts  
upon my hcad by discharging my gun a t  them. ,1,heyfly  an,ay ~011cer1lill~the personality of scientific men. 
for milra alons the  co;lst, I~eepiiiq tlreinaelves carefiilly aepm:~tcd I f  Olle T V ~ S ~ ~ S  tllc life and  illfl~cllce to  S ~ U C ? ~  
from the wilder sea-birds, irncl invnriahly return to their  domi. of Faradaj-,  EInlllhol~?t, Agassiz, or Henry,cilr at a certain hour  in  the eyeni11g."- ( 3 ' 1 ~ ~171e~v oasi,y, i. 159.) 

here 11c mill fincl references to  a multitude of 
Can any of your readers state to ml~at species of l)"l)C'.S ; such as  biogral2hical notices, obitua- duck refererLcc is bere made? alld are arly similar 

facts regarilir,g domesticated or se~l~i-domesticat~dries, criticisms, sketches, and so 011. 111llear!y 
duclrs 0x1 record? F. H. STORER. 

An  intler to ?icriodicnl literature. B y  IVilliam Frecle 

viclr Poole, Ll, I) 3d edition, brought doivn to 

Jsnaary, 1882, iritl; the assistance, as :rssociate 

editor, of JVilliam I. Fletcher, and the co-opera- 

tion 0:' the Alr~ericaii library association ant1 tlie 

Library association of the United ICingdom. 

Bostoll: J .  It. Osgood & Co., 188%. 144% 12. 
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THEnlJpenr.mlcc of n i i c ~ ~ ~  cilition of Poolc's 
Piides to  pcrioclical literature is not oiil\- a n  
e-i.cnC of literary im;)o:,ta~ice, but  a matter of 
soino n~oincnt  t o  scie~lce :LS ~ ~ 1 1 .111 recent 
tiinos, literature and  scie~ice h n ~ e  g ~ . o ~ v ~ i  so 
close togetlier tliat t,lle stncle~it of o ~ l c  callnot 
mcll ig~ iorc  thc otlier ; ailcl a glnnee at  tlic 
worli k)efore n s  r i l l  slio~v how ilill)os~il~le i t  is 
t o  clra~r  bctn.eeii them any sharp ilivii?ii~g.~line. 
Of course i t  n-ns not tlic purpose of the editor 
t o  i~iclcs the periodicals of a purely tecli~iicnl 
li-intl ; b u t  1)ol)~ll:w scic~icc scciiis to  lial-e been 
incluclecl in  his plan, i$ccordi~~gl\-we fncl such 
j o i ~ r l ~ n l sas  Si!limnn's, N:rtnre. the di l icr ica~l  
iiutni,nlist~, tile P o p ~ ~ l a r  monthly, tlic scieilcc 
Anthropological ~ .e~ ie~ . ; ,  of1 . 2 ~  Journn! the 
Frailklin institute, tlic A2ntlicmntic:tl i i io~i t l~ly,  

e-rery matz.nsiiic, wlicther ~ n o n t h l ~  or ~ u n r t e r l ~ - ,  
lnattcr oi7tliis kind is to  be foul12 ; anh  ~ o o l e ' ; s  
In t les  gives 11s a s ~ s t e m a t i cliey to  the entire 
rnnss of it,. T h e  saving of time t o  the s t i idc~l t  
can hardly bc estimnted, and the value of the  
inaterial t l ~ n s  re~idcrecl a-rnilable is  b j  no nicans 
small. J!'l~xtercr great  r o r k  a m x s t c ~ ~in 
sciencc may lii~vc done, n-e can better apprc- 
cintc it  if ~ v cI a o m  so~ilething of lii~nself nncI 
his c~l\:iroiimcliI;. i n  s tnd j ing  a71Tl~e~ie-i.er, 
lrlootetl question, we t ry  to  assign weight t o  
differing aull~oritics, i t  is  ivortll whilc to  get  a t  
solile l i~~owledge  as t o  the perso~ial  eql~at ioa 
of tlic men. Tliis is particularly t rue with 
regard to tlie i~ i t t e rc r  contra-\-crsies. 

Tlie sccontl po i~ i t  of interest a i ~ o v e  referred 
t o  is the evitlrncc wliicli thc h i t l es  offers a s  t o  
tlic cstrno~,dinnry illflrle~lce ~ l i i c l i  science e s -
e l l s ,  even 11pon journals which arc ostensibly 
quite otitsitlc of its olT;ll clomnin. Ei-erj- onc 
of tile leacling mng:izincs is subject to  this 
influclicc. \Ire find s j -~nptoms of i t  in thc 
scientific references scntterecl through literary, 
pliilosopl~icnl. nlld political cssays, and iii the 
host of 1,:Lpei.s in  \rliicli scic~lce is  souglit t o  
he pop~~larizecl.  ICvell poetry, ~ ~ l i i c l isolnc 
critics :issert is  inrlepeiicle~lt of a~lcl abore  
science, is getting to he f ~ i l l  of scic~itific nllu- 
sioiis. JI:rnj of tlic 1)opnlar cssays npo11 sci- 
entific tl~ernes have solid and p e r m : ~ n c ~ ~ t  ~ : i luc ,  
nild yet  they arc  qot recorclecl in  such catn-
logucs ns that  of t l ~ c  Royal society. 0111y in 
this ~ . o l ~ r m e  can mc get readily on  tlic track of  

Val1 Nostrand's cngiiiceling mng:izine, t11c 
Eclinbnrgh pliilovophical joarnal, etc. , es11nt:st-
i rely treated. Otlicrs of equal importance arc  
omiitcil ; ba t  enongli arc i~loludetl to  innkc lllc 
-roln~iie onc of real ralile t o  ei-cry ~vol.liel. in 
scieilce, whether he  bc rnathrma!ici:i;i, as-
ironoiner, physicist, c:llemiet, ~intilra!ist. gcolo- 
gist,  o r  engineer. 'b'lle sills of oinission conlit 
for notlii~lg ~vlien htilaiiced against the solid 
mcrits of' llle entcr1)riae. Thc  armngenient 
of t!ie .ivo~,lc is entirely by topics ; ancl its e s -
tc i i s i~cness  may be i1lustr:lteti hj- tlie Lice, thnt 
betrvccn the tit1i.s eiectric a~iimills' and  
' electrotype,' rlierc are  o-rcr tn-o lln~iclrecl 
all:! iifij- c?istil~ct lie::tlings, ancl a large i11111i\)cr 
oi' sail-entries I)esitlcs. 31rln:i~- of the titles 
~ e p r c s c ~ l t  by the lnost clninc~lt electricians ~ v o r k  
of t,kie century. 

T o  the stiictcnt of science thc ~ o l t u n c ,  apart  
Foul  i ts  references to  scientiiic jonrnnls, lias 
t ~ ~ o  Firs t ,  i t  coii-poiills of sl~ecial interest. 
Inins wh:x: ir; n-llolly nraiiting iil eatnlogucs of 
scicntific n~ernoirs ; ~iumcly, ahu~icla~l t  inatcrial 

tllcin ; t~l id  here ~ v c  iincl tlic llnllles of TIcr- 
scliel, Tj-~l(l:lll, IPusley. Fnradny, EIelrnlioltz, 
i\gnssiz, nncl 111a11y otlicrs, to  n-liom scielicc 
see~r~e t la mnltcr of l ln~nan  interest, rather 
th:~n a secret chamber to  be cntered only by 
tlie initiated. Soiiie of the papers llerc cited 
c o ~ ~ t a i nthe first germs of grent idens ; others 
rc1)rcsent the ca r~ les t  cfforts of disco.i-ercrs t o  
I ~ r i ~ i g  worlr bef'orc tlie ~v ider  pnhlic ; stillt!icir 
o t l~crsnrc p l c a s n ~ ~ t  of recent scicn- s u ~ i i ~ i l a ~ i c s  
titic niivancc arrangecl by apprccintivc te~ichcrs. 
\\ 'llntcrer a, truly competent i~ i r r s t ign tor  has 
to  s:xy is liliely to  he ~vort l i  henring ; nncl e r c n  
his colleagnes inn7 g:lin n clea.rer conception 
of' liis thongl~ t  by listening to his nttem1)ts a t  
l)opular s i~n~)l i f icnt io~i .  Mr. Poole ancl his 
associates c lcse r~c  the hearty tilaillis of all 
worliers in  science for tile service h c  has d o i ~ e  
tlicir cause. 
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