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a no less mental tax, \vithout adequate recompense. T o  
the teacher, however, for whom it is especially designed, 
it will doubtless prove quite acceptable as an  auxillary to 
the more elementary text-hooks. 

Several considerations apprared to demand a rather 
full examination irom the "standpoint of the  working- 
geologist of Glaciers." ( I . )  There is so urgent a demand 
for a standard work representing fully the present sdntzs 
of American Surface Geology ( or I<alneontoiogy, as  the 
writer prefers to term that branch of Geology ), that al-
most any book on the subject might be adopted a s  such 
without duly weighing its fitness for the pcsition. ( 2 . )  
In its anibitiods style and assumptious enseiizble the work 
under review isquite unlike the ordinary test-books. ( 3 . )  
It is the initial volume of a n  estendecl and Costly serles 
of works which, from their iitles and the fact that they 
carry with them the prestige of a leading university, 
might naturally be regarded as  the highest American au- 
thorities 011 the subjects treated. ( 4 . )  I t  was not 
deemed just to working geologists to suggest that the 
book could well be dispensed with without a t  the same 
time furnishing, as fully as  practicable, the  means of 
forming an independent judgment. 

FARLEY,Iowa, ATow. 12. 1881. 

LIVING OBJECTS FOR THE MICROSCOPE, 

Mr. 4 .  D. Balen, of Plainfield, New Jersey, has under- 
taken to collect living organisms suitable for microscopi- 
cal investigatious, and forward thern by mail to those in- 
terested in such studies. 

This is a great convenience to  those living in cities, or 

those who are unacquainted with the localities where 
collections of particular forms can be made. 

Among the living objects which nIr. Balen has sent out 
to his correspondents may be mentioned-- 

POLYZOA.--Pectinatella, Plumatella and Fredericella. 
INSECTS.--Larva of Dragon Fly and Dyticus (water 

tigers). 
Ex'~O~~OSTRACA.--Bosmina,Daphnella, Diaptomus 

and Sida. 
TT'ORMS.--Nais, Stylaria and Planaria. 
R o T ~ ~ ~ ~ s . - L a c i n u l a r i a ,Conachilus, Floscularia, hIe- 

licerta, Limnias and Noteus. 
POLYPS.-Hydra, with the curious parasite Urceolaria 

pediculus. 
BELL A ~ ~ h l A L C ~ L ~ S . - ~ o r t i c e i l a ,  andCarchesium 

Epistylis, Stentor, Vaginicola and Cothurnia. 
I X ~ u ~ 0 ~ 1 ~ . - S p i r o s t o n 1 i u l n ,Euglena and Dinobryon. 
R ~ ~ z o ~ O ~ S . - A r c e i l a ,Actiuophrys aud Clathrulina. 
S ~ o ~ c ~ . - S p o n g i i l a .  
PL.&xTS.--Utricularia, Vallisneria, Anacharis a.nd 

Nitella, Volvox, Protococcus and Pediastrurn. 
DIATO~IS.--Surirella, Gomphonerna and Fragilaria. 
DES~IIDS.-Scenedesmus, Desmidiu~n and Micraste-

rias. 
W e  hope that microscopists will support Mr. Balen in 

this little enterprise, for it \\,ill prove of the greatest bene- 
fit to them. A specimen package will be sent for 30 
cents. -

THEgiant forces which scientific discovery is putting in 
the hands of engineers bid fair to develope ,a particular form 
of the profession.-~?zgi?z~ci~i?t~~A~CTLJS. 
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IvIETEOROLOGICAL R E P O R T  F O R  NI3;W Y O R K  CITY F O R  T H E  WI,:EK ENII ING DEC.  24, ISSI. 

Latitutle40°45' 58'' N.; Longitude 73O 57' 58'' W.; height of instruments above the ground, 53 feet ; above the sea, 97 
feet ; by self-recording instruments. 
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BAROhIETEII. 'L'HERhIOblETERS.I 

Reyured Reduced 1 Reduced 1lry jlret ~ r y1 Freezing 

I 
1 Freez~ng.

to I Tinle. 1 
Freez~nq.

t o  1 Tin~e. P.u,b,l ~ ~ , b ,  
I 

I R ~ ~ 
1 

~Tilne., I ' 
1 

Wet 1 
--

Sunday. 18.. 30.137 1hlonday. 1g.-1 30 309 
'L'uesday. 20.. 30.1jg 
Wednesday, 21 .j 30 276 
Thursday, zg.S6( 

Saturday. 

&lean for  the week ................................ 30,0,+8inches. 
 I 
RIaximum for  t h e m e e k  at ro a. m., Uec. r9th ....... 30.382 " 

blinimum " at r a  p. m. ,  Dec, z3d .......q.266 " 


Range ..................................... 1.114 '. 1 
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7a.1n. a j  12 p . m .  z j  r z p . I n ,  zoo. 
I .  2 8 a m z r  : :3 p 

Dry. 
Mean for the week ........-.....--.----40.5 degrees
hln+n~umforthe week,at r z  m . ,  a3d .....jj. " 

A I ~ n ~ m u m  " " 8 an. ,24th..... 21. " 
Range " ............... 34. a &  


---- -. 

I--

OVERCAST. TO 

p. 


\Ire t . 

.....----...-
38.1degree:. 

a t  7 a m  23d, 53. " 

at 8 am ~ 4 t h ~  "z r .  
............. 32, 


~- .--

..... ..... .... o 

..... ..... ..... 
..... ..... .. 

....-I ............ 


Distance traveled during che week ........................ 1,220 miles. Total alnount of water for the week..............................7j ~nch .  

l l ax imum forcc .......................................... 12% !?as, 1 Duration of ram..............................r day, 4 hours, r j  minutes 


D A N I E L  D R A P E R ,  Ph. D. 
Director Meteorological Observatory of the Department of Public Parks, New York. 
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