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N O T E S  O N  T H E  h IORTALITY AiClONG FISHES ANGLO-AMERICAN A l i C T I C  EXPEDITION.  
O F  T H E  G U L F  O F  MEXICO,  Coiilmander Clieyne's paper, describing his proposed 

Prof. SPENCERF .  BAIRD, U, S. Co?iznzz'ss?b?~e~of Fish Arctic expedition in conjunction wit11 Lieut. Schwatka, 
n?sdFisheries,1Ynsilzrg-tea, D, C.: read before the N. Y.Academy of Sciences, on the ~ S t h  
SIR:Noticing ill the Forest and Strearn of 9th instan't ultimo, will be printed in our next issue, with the regular 

some answers to queries a s  to  the cause of mortality ~~roceedings  \Ve untlerstancl that Com- of the Acatlerny. 
among fishes in the Gulf of LIexico, I malie bold to pres- mander Cheyne is receiving a strong support from those ent the result of my obser\~ations. 

After w r y  heavy rains ant1 overflon~ing of livers, the interested in the sul~ject ,  and that there is an early pros- 
inner bays on the Texas cozst suSfer a loss of froin one- pect of his plans taking a. tiefinite form. 
half to three-fourths of their stocl: of salt water fish, not The  English Arctic Council for the organization of this 
including mullet, which live as  well in fresh as  salt water. 
In fact land-Iocltetl mullet in a fresh water poiltl or tank expedition, ineet on tlie 13th instant, and are awaiting a 

grow to a weight of nine or ten pountls. cablegram, informiiig them of tlie prospects of success, 
Last winter, alter a heavy rain and a freeze, tril the salt for in ter~~at icnal  co-operation. 

water fish in the Lrzzcirtr o'cl iMrzrl'i.r~ (a large sheet of 
water lying between Padre Island aild the mainlantl) X u v ~ c ~ r .  As , r l toso~~~xs . - - In  Herschel'sTO Sir William 
mere fount1 deatl on the banks. 

l y e  have two causes for he tltstruction of fish here, work "OIL fhc Coi~sti.iicfioir of fhd II~,nzzi?s," the following 

vis., too much frtsli water ant1 too cold weather. line of colicl~~ct for astro11omel.s is indicated : " in  an in-
In the lagoon above spolien of, in a loilg tlrougllt, the vestigation of this delicate nature r e  ought to avoid two 

water gets too salty for the fish, ant1 they become covered opposite extremes. If we indulge a fanciful imagination 
lvith sores, and unless relieved by a 1-ain tiley (lie from too a n d  build worlds of our own, we must nct wonder at our 
much salt. ~ o i i ~ g  On the other wide fro111 the path of truth and nature. 

I ha re  never knoii.11 any s e r i o ~ ~ s  / liand. if we add observation to observation, withoutn~ortalily among fish at-
011 the Gulf coast where there was a trce flow of xa t e r ,  temPtil lg to clraw llot only certain conclusionibut also con- 
excrpt (luring violent storms, \vl~en many fish both small jectural views from them, we oHcnd a g a i ~ s t  the very end 
and large m e ~ e  beached anti killed. for wliicli only observations ought to be made. I will en-

Very respectiully, deavor to keep n pr-oper medium, but if I should deviate 
S.H .  JOI-Il\jBON. fro111 that I could trust uoi to fnll into the latter error.-

Co~r lnsCHRISTI,Texas, r t r n e  17, 1881. Stt II(O/(fr'l~'s 5j'11npsis.iz iz iZ  H N J ~ ~ ~ I ~ ' s  
ppp ------ --- - - -- --- -. 

kIETEOROLOGICAL R E P O R T  FOlZ NETIT YORIC C I r Y  F O R  T H E  WEEK El\jUING DEC.  3, 1861. 

Latitude40° 45' 58"X.; L o n g i t u ~ l e 7 ~ ~  height of instruments above the ground, 53 feet ; above the sea, 9757 58'\IT.; 
feet ; by  self-recording instruinents. 

---I , 1 -
D 1.). . \Vet. 

h l e a n  for  t h e  meel: ................................ 30,097 inches. Alean for t h e  weel: ...................... 40.9 d e g ~ , e e s  ............. 37.9 degrees. 
Alaximurn f o r  thexveel: a t  g p. In., Nov. At11....... 3 0 . 3 ~ 8  I lec .  1s1..j6. " a t  r a  ln st, j2. "
b l ~ s j : ! m u ~ n f o r t l l e i ~ ~ e e l i . a t ~ p ~ l ~ . ,  
I\Iinililun~ " a t  I y .  In., D e c ,  1s t  ........ q . j r 8  " h l r n ~ r n u m  " " 9 aln . ,  Yov. 23th 27. " a t  9 a m  28th, 25. " 

R a n g e  ...................................... ,850 " 1 R a n g e  " ...............29. " ..---.-......2 7  " 
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DEPTH O F  R.I IN A K D  SNOJV 0DllZECTlOS. 1 I N  INCIICS.  
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I)istaIlce t raveled  iluring t h e  w e e k  ........................ r,ojq miles. T o t a l  a m o u n t  of w a t e r  for  t h e  weel; ............................ .53 inch. 

........................................... ..................................
~ ~ force ~ i ~ ~ m 1854 Ibs, 1 Dur;rtion of r a n  2 1 hours ,  co rnlnntes. 

D A N I E L  D R A P E R ,  1'11. D. 

Director ;\leteorological Observatory of the Depnrtrneut ot Pulslic Parks, NCWYork. 
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