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Society, that nearly 3000 letters were received claim-
ing priority in the discovery of tliis comet, all of ~vhich SCIENCE : 1 ha\-e heen exaniined. As a result of sucli examina- 

A W EE K LY R E c 0 0 F S c 1 E N T 1 F 1 c tion, Professor Lewis S~vift reports that " no conclu-
sion can be reached tlmt would he scientific and 

PROGRESS.  1 satisfactor\-." I n  other words, the claims of tlie 3000
1 applicai~ts are ignored. and the prize of $zoo forJ O H N  M I C H E L S ,  E d i t o r .  

- this, tile lilost important of the three comets, so far 

PERYEAR,  -
'r3;1%n1 s : ~ discorered ill 1881.is wit11draw1-1. 

FOLR DIJI.I.A~<S. 
6 ~IOSI~IIS, - TTVO " JT-e cannot refrain fro111 expressing our dissatisfac-

3 " O\E " tion iritli this decision. and the methods eml~loyed in 
SISGI.~ - - T1.y CESI S. arri~-ing at it? nliich n-e believe to be neither " scien-COPIL.. 


.----- . tific nor satisfactory." 
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JVariler. in a letter to tlie public dated Septenl 
T R I B U N E  B U I L D I N G ,  N E W  Y O R K .  

ber jth. states, tliat two of the conditions on \vllich he 
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ENCICE'S COLIE'I'. 

'rilis colilet is no\\- visible ill telescoljes of ~lloderate 
poxer, alld will increase ill briglltllrss ulltil Sovelllber, 
~vhe11 it I I I~J.  be visible to the ~inketl eye. 'I'be cur-

- conse~lted to give a prize of $zoo to tlie discoverer of 
er-ery coinet al~ljeariiig ill 1881.were as follo\vs: 
That  it shoultl be "telescol~ic" and " unexpected." 

H e  n o ~ v  clai~lls that " Comet (, was neither telescopic 
nor u~iexpected." L-~ider these circunlstances if Mr. 
11-arner hail sinll~l\- announced that Coiiiet b did not 
come ivitliia the meaning of his advertiseci prize, his 

rectiolls to tlie elll~elneris. collil,uted by 1)r. 13~~1;- course n-oultl lla\-e beell intelligil~le 2nd satisfactory. 

lulld. of the pUlkoTl.a Obserl-ytory, are as fc,llons : 
A u  = - jg-.o : AO = - I ,J 

~l~~~~ correctiolls lllny a little ;is c.olnet 
aljlxoaclles eart!l, but it call be foal1d n-itllout 
trouble. If consiiler great care rtlltl lalior 

llaTe beell Xi to tile calculation of the el,hellleris; 
and tile fact tllat tile l l e ~ t u ~ ~ l l ~ t i o l l sby Ilenrl>- a11 the 
princiljal lllallets llave been colllllutet~.as as 
efefect of the llle~iulllin space, tile 
to tile eljllellleris see111 to be TerJ- large. ?'his colllet 

afiords allotller esamljle of Lvllnt is llo~v l,lost 
in ~strol lol l ly ,  conlplete alld c:lrefLll tlleol-e!icnl 
in~estigytiolls, ~t will bc complirntivel>- to ob. 

tain a great llLllilbel of o~se l l~ t io l l s  of tllis colllet 
during its lpresent return. ~vlii!e a mucll smaller nuin1ii.r 
of good observations is sufticient. The  attention of 
astrononiei-s should he gi\-eii rather to a satisfnc!ory 
deterniination of the motion of the comet, since 
the recent comljuters of its orbit do not ha\-e the 
success of Encl<e ill predictin, c r  ~ t srcturas.' 
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' 
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13t1t he hiluseli hni; stated, that in spite of these dis-
clualif\-ing circtlniita!ici.s, he " was anxious. could the 
first discoverer be foulid, to nlake a special reward of 
$zoo." 111other worils: a decision \\-as arrived at to 
vaive the disclualificcitions, and to liroceed as if they 
did not exist. and the same letter arimits that Pro- 

feS.50~ IXwis Swift " t.~alliilleil" tlle 3000 applications 
011 their merits. Such being the case. 1vhe11 Professor 
Swift fonlld that he was unable to arrive at a " scien-
tiiic and satishctor; concltl?ioil." he (underS ~ ~ O L I ~ L ~  

tl" terllls of the coiltract betn-een l f r .  JT'arner and 
tile l~illilic!, have ili~t2iltlj- r e f e m d  the matter to 
Professor -4~al)llHY!~, of JVashingto.1. n~lii the other 
;~llf:clllall ll:111l~d i S  IC~IICC. 

L-ntler tllese circuiiistcinces we coilsider that Alr. 
JYnriler is uiiilci- tlie illoral ol~ligation of clrrying out 
llis contract in ri.g,iril to tlii.; matter, and insisting 01-1 

l'rofessor SIL-ift tsking the lproper stelis to arrive at 
sonie ilccisioi~. 1'1.obably the niere perusal of the 
5000 letters woulil instantly rtcluce the number to 

+.+ --
I some h~zlf t i o z i ~ ~  al)pli~illlt~.~--hose cases could be 

THE IVARXElI-XSTROZO1\IICCkL Pl<l%ES. s~ll~liiittcilto I'rofessor Hall: ~ v h o  \vould probably 

Jve recently eulilJillei~. in all &liloriul, tile conili- (lecic!e u l > : ~ 1  their merits n-itliiii ~i.week. 

tions on which Mr. H. H. Warnel- conli.nts to pre- 'I'ile second poiilt ill l f r .  Jl'arner's letter to 1vliic11 
sent to each of the discoverers of comets duriiig the we ~ v o u l ~ l  t l r a ~ ~ -attei~tion. is that in which he states, 
year 1881.the sum of two huildreil ilollars. J\-e also tliat to iu i t i~a te  his clisal)l~oiiltmeiit in not being able 
stated that applicants for the prize for Conlet 6,ISSI,. to trace the ..first iiiicox-erer" of (:ornet 6. he proposes 
were presenting their claims at tlie rate of sixty](,/. as :i. 1)ahii to the clrti~nmlts, niid to enconrage astron- 
cEie~rt. oillic~tl study, to oifer a prize of $200 to the person 

JVe now learn by a conlilluilication from Mr. C. S. , : Tdeivwho shall lprepare tlie best essay oil ..CC~LILTS 
JVhittemore, secretary to the Rochester Xstroiloillical Co?izjositio~i,Prrijost i r l ~ i i&fcct ~~poicthe E<zrth." 


