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SCIENCE. 


SCIENCE : 	
fore, and it is assuredly not constant, in the best 110s- 
sible vacuunl ol~tai~lable." " l lTe may indeed rest 
assured, that upon further reflection, Mr. Edison 
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Since n-e last referred to Mr. Edison and his incall- 1 
tlcscent lamp, tlle subject llas been advanced another 
stell aild tile final stage of complete and unclualified I 
success achie\red; permission has been granted to 

the ~ d i s o n  ~ i g l l t  Colllpall~-, to place surface con-
ducting wires under the streets of New York City, 
and in the course of the nest two or three months, 
one large district of that will be elljoyillg 
the full benefits of Mr. Edison's systenl of electrical 
illumination. 

Taking a retrospective review of public utterances 
on this question during the last eighteen months, we 
noiv extend our coi~doleiice to a certain class of pro- 
fessed scientific experts who have maintaiaed, from 
first to last, the impracticability of Edison's well-de-
vised plans. I 

Never in the annals of scientific discover), llas a 
grosser atteillpt been made to pervert the truth: and 
~llislead public opinion. 

As one instance alllollg lllaaJ-, let us take up wllat 
is offered as a standard work of reference on this , 

will abandon this imperfect I~urner " Tile sanle au- 
thors in speakiilg of tlle "Sawyer lamp," describe it 
as " the best incandescent lamp of this kind that llas 
beell invented." 

Such being the teachings of an educational work, 
written by 1)rofessed teachers 011 tliis sulrject, let tlie~ll 
be compared ~vit11 the actual results achieved, and tile 
relative positions of the two nlen at  this momei~t. 
Seldom has the irony of events deluollstrated more 
rorciblv that the llonest wolk of a mnn is roof 
against the assaults of fraudulent or ignorant critics, 
and that the leveling influence of time alv-ays reveals 

t l ~ e  truth. 
On the various attempts to imitate Edison's lamp 
sllall but a felv words, for most llractical ill. 

ventols are usually I-,lagued by lllell lV1lo el,ileal.or to 
duplicate their successfLl~illT,eations, ~f u illlitatioll is 

sillcerest of flattery 1 2  we sullpose M ~ ,~ l is ~ ~ 
lllerely (lesirous of Edisoll a higll c o ~ n p l i ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t .  
~~~~~~~~i~~~ swan, ~ ~~ ~~ ~ t11~. of ~ ~ Tl~llo ~ l~ 

to llave a horse.slloe carboll lamp, 
apllarentl~. identical to  that of Rlr. Edison's, we would 
dra,\, attelltioll to the sigllificallt fact, ill ~ ~ e s s r s .  
Urquhart and Webb's work on the " Electric Light," 
dated as as ~ ~ ~ ~ i l ,  ill M ~ .Isso,alld llLl~,lis~le~ 
s ~oTJ,llcoulltry,~llot a sillgle referellceJ ~ is lllade to ~ ~ 
tile s ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~electric lalllp-in fact, llis llallle cloes llot 
occur ill the book, Lvould to be collclu. 

eT-idellce lleither ~ 1 ~ .  llor llis lalllll, TveresTvan, 
k n o ~ \ ~ n  that he is in- in England up to date-unless 
cluded aIllollg Ilallleless croJJ,d, of by 
autllors, llad ( c  bunlt ill va-
rious for~ns," and 7~~hoJz i l i z 'to s~jc/~i-ecoi~stcziit~ c s ~ t l i s ,  
e7jL,il ( c  iicthe bt .s fpnssible 7,trc1Lr,i,La(ittrillnble,n 
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CONGRESO INTERNACIONAL DE I\hIERICI\N-

ISTAS. 


We are in receipt of a pamphlet printecl at hIadrid, con- 


subject : " The  Electric Light, its Production and 
Use, e11lhod~-iag plain direcliolls for tile worliing of 
galvanic batteries, electric lamps, dynamo-electric 
machines, etc.," by J. JbT. Urqullart, C ,  E . ,  edited 
by F. C:, I ,  C, E,,  hI. s. T. E,, 
don, ISSO. Under the heading of ( (  Edison's 
Lanllls " xve filld "mLlcll illterest llas beell taken ill 
the sensational auil often absurd announcements, con- 
cerniilg apparatus in course of perfection by M r .  T. 
A. ~ d i ~ ~ ~ ,of h / ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~park, N~~ yorlC (?I, it ,vas 
in soiirc y i ~ t r i . t ~ r sthought, that when he had set Ilim-
self about tile task of inventing an efficient subdi- 

of tile electric light circuit, saiitctfiiicxTvoulcl ill 
all probability be done." 

"There is little prol~ability, hojvever, tllat tllis ~nlllll 
(the horse-s11oe prove constant. Burllt 

! taining the official anno~~ncemeut of tile above Congress, 
and instructions for those tlesirous of attending- it. T h ~ s  
is  the fourth meeting of an International Congress for the 
discussion of X m r r i c a ~ ~I\rch~ologp,  and n7iil take place 
011the 2 jtll, zGt11, 27111, anti 28th of September next. 

, 
The object to be attained ~;~,j!,is t o  colltribute t o  

the progress of Ethnographical, Linguistic and Historical 
researches relative to the two Americas, especially for the 

prior to Christopher Columbus, and to bring 
together such pel.sons as are interested in sucll stutlies, 

Among the delegates from the United Siates we notice 
the na1"e.j of Profesjor Spencer F. Baird of Washingtan , 
ProfessorR. B. Anderson, ofthe University of Wisconsin ; 
Professor J .  Putnnm Duncan, of the Acad?mp of Nario~lal 
Sciences, Davenport, Iowa, and Albert S. Gatschet, 
Esq., of 30-1. E street, N. W. Washington, 9.C., to 
,xihose courtesy we are illClebted for a copy of these official 

paper in various forms has been repeatedly tried be- instructions. 


