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SCIENCE : 
Professor Earnard believes that a illore thorough uni- 

formity of accurate time I T O L I ~ C ~be to the daily ad~ran- 
tage of all illelllbers of the coillilluility ailil all busi- 

A W E E K L YR E C O R DO F  S C I E N T I F I Cness transactions, a i d  mo111d imme~lsely facilitate the 
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SATURDAY, APRII, g ,  1881. 
. -

U N I F O R I I  T I M E .  

T h e  cluestioil of the iiltroductioil of uniform stan- 
ilard time illto claily use, for both popular aild scien- 
tific purposes, having been exa~lliiled by the Anlericail 
hletrological Society, the presiclent, Prof. F. A. P .  
Barnard directs attelltioil to the following considera- 
tions, and invites exchange of views upon this sub- 
ject. 

H e  says "local time," in the astroiloillical sense of 
this tern], varies with eyery change of illeridiail ; it call 
therefore not be conveniently retained by trayellers, 
ancl transportation and telegraph companies, 117hich 
adopt whatever illeridiail nlay be the illost collveilieilt 
Over seventy such standard llleridiails are i1o11- iin use 
by railroad ailcl otllercoi~~pailies throughout the Uiliteil 
States and Canada; and cities ire- the larger t o ~ ~ ~ n s  
queiltly adopt their o~vil special local times, ancl the 
sillaller ones adopt the railroad tiines lllost corlveilieiit 
to tllelll; there are thus now in oriliilary use at  least 
IOO local tiines or meridians, illally of tlleili differing 
but a few minutes fro111 each other. 

-- -- -- ---- --I 
-

study of certain natural phenomena, sucll as torna-
does, auroras, earthquakes, meteors, &c., for the ob- 
servation of which IIT lllust ilepead largely upon those 
who cliailce to be favorably located, 

I t  is accordin~ly ~~roposecl that the colllilluility 
unite upon a cli~ision of this coiltilleilt illto a few 
sections, tllroughout each of which the tillles adopted 
by railroad, canal, steanlboat ailcl telegraph compan- 
ies, the city or tow11 clocks and the clock malters, 
shall all be kept as nearly as possible in agreement 
\\-it11 one standard meridian. 

T h e  sj-stem that especially coilli~leilds itself for 
adoption, is that 1~11ich also has tile best prospect of 
being ulti~llntely adopted by all ilatioils througllout 
the ~vorld. I t  requires that, for the United States, 
me shoulcl adopt a ceiltral illeridiail in the hlississippi 
Valley, exactly go0 or six hours \vest of Greenwich, 
and proceed to the east or \Test by steps of exactly 
one hour each, so that the sectioilal tiines would be 
about as in the f o l l o ~ ~ ~ i n g  schedule. 

We havc already given attelltioil to this subject, ailcl 
in ! 'Sc~csc~: , "  Vol. I. 11. 13, will be fo~lild sollle excel- 
lenr, suggestioils in regard to " Uiliforill time," by 
Professor Orilloild Stone. 

I11 this article we illerely presellt the yie\i7s of Pro- 
fessor Barnarcl, the Presiileilt of the American Metro- 
logical Society, and reserye a f~lller consideration of 
the saille for a future occasion. 11-e may state, how-
eyer, that we are heartily in accord with the object 
Professor Barnard lias in view, and. are pleaseil to find 
the matter in such able haads. 
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PROPOSED SCHEDULE O F  >T,A:\DXRD TIhJES. 
-

i Standard 
I 

Standard 1 I I 
Designation of 

GEOGRAFIIIC.IL Xler~cl in~~ , Standard Time Slo\ver or F a s ~ e r  than SECTIOU. TimeI west of slower than True  " Loc:~l Times." 
Greenwich. Creenwicl~. I 

Ne\vfoundland ............................ 

S e u -  Erl,,~s,vick .......................... ! 

Nova Scotia ................................ \ 1 

Cannla ...................................; , 

Xlaine 

................................ 

Florida. 
Ohio 

................................ 

Alabama. 

Lower Lakes. .............................. 


Xlississippi Valley ..........................1 

Xlissoi~ri Valley. ............................ I 

Upper Lakes ............................... f 
, ~l e x a s......................................j 


Rocky &It.Region.. ..........................' 


I'aclfic States ........... ........... I 

British Collunhia .......................... ) 1 


I 

/ 29 n~inute.  slo\ver than St. Johns, N. F.-..-............ 1
" faster than St .  John,  l\T. I! ...................1 :: " faster than I l a l i f , ~ ~ ,  ..................
N. S. 1 
........................ 


18 " faster than 1oroilto ........................ 

16 " slowe~ th,m Doston ........................ 


=lon,ei than Sen .  Torl; ...................... 


( 1 j  " sloner than,<>liehec 

.................... 

" faster than Charleston ...................... 


. il 
" fabter than A1ontgomei.y .................... 

" faster t l i in  E11hal.o. ......................... 


30 " f.3ster t11ai1 Uetrolt .......................... 

;S " f ~ s t e rthan Cincinnnti ...................... 


( 0 " faster than S e w  Orlenni .................... 

" faster t11ni1 St. I ouis ........................I
1 " faster than S t .  Paul ........................ 


....................
1 18 " f i~ster  thail Kansas City 1 

1 lg " faster than Galvestan ...................... 


10 " slomer than Cliicaco ........................ 

1 o " f2ster than Denver ......................... 


zi g Q  faster tlian s i l t  L;*e City ..................
1 12 " <low-er than 5nn Diego ......................
i~ ,/ f ~ s t e rthan S.tn l'rancisco. ................... 

11 " faster than Olympia ........................ 

13 " faster than Victoria 

.Eastern Time.  

Atlantic Titne. 

Valley 'Time 

Mountain Time. 

Pacific Time. 


